
Forasmuch as thou hast been disobedient, . . .

F.B. Meyer: 

Forasmuch as thou hast been disobedient, . . .

but camest back. 1 Kings xiii. 21, 22 (R.V.).

 

WE are inclined at first sight to pity this unknown prophet, and to justify his return; but as we look closer into
the story, we not only discover the reason for the severe penalty that overtook him, but we are warned lest we
make a similar mistake. When we have received a direct command fresh from the lips of Christ, we must act on
it, and not be turned aside by a different suggestion, made to us through the lips of professing Christians. God
does not vacillate or alter in the thing which proceeds from his mouth. When we know we are in the line of his
purpose, we must not allow ourselves to be diverted by any appeal or threat, from whomsoever it may emanate.
Deal with God at first&#8209;hand.

The rule for determining the true worth of the advice which our friends proffer us, is to ask, first, whether it
conflicts with our own deep&#8209;seated conviction of God's will; and, secondly, whether it tends to the ease
and satisfaction of the flesh, as the old prophet's suggestion certainly did. Beware of any one who allures you
with the bread and water that are to break your fast. That bait is likely enough to disturb the balance of your
judgment. When a voice says spare thyself, be on the alert; it savours the things that be of man, not of those
that be of God.

Learn to deal with God at first&#8209;hand. Do not run hither and thither to human teachers, or to the Church.
Be still before God, and what He says in the depths of thy soul, do. His Holy Spirit shall guide you into all truth;
and when once his way has been revealed to thee, go straight on, listening to no other voice, however much it
professes Divine inspiration.

Page 1/1


