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~Other Speakers M-R: Daily Portions:

"But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord--he is their strength in the time of trouble." A—Psalm 37:39

Times of trouble try the saint of God, and they are meant to do so; that is the very purpose why they are sent,
for "the Lord tries the righteous." Still the promise holds good--"he is their strength in the time of trouble.”
When he breaks up the fountains of the great deep of sin and iniquity, he strengthens his people that they may
not be carried away by the flood. When he hides his face, he strengthens them to say, "Though he slays me, yet
will I trust in him." When temptation besets them severely, when they are put into the furnace, the Lord is with
them there, as he was with the three men whom Nebuchadnezzar cast in. The Son of God is there with them, so
that not a hair of their head is singed, nor does the smell of fire pass upon them (Dan. 3:27).

In all their afflictions he is afflicted, and by sharing it with them supports them under it. He is thus their
strength; for he strengthens them with strength in their soul. He enables them to bear the weighty cross--to
sustain the heavy load of trial and affliction--to put their mouth in the dust as needing and deserving his
chastising strokes, and submit to his righteous dispensations and dealings as plainly sent by a gracious and
loving hand.

And ever and anon he drops in a sustaining word, gives an encouraging look, bestows a soft and healing touch,
and thus helps them to wait in faith and hope until in due time he sends full deliverance. Thus he helps and
delivers, and will do so in every time of trouble down to their dying-bed, when he will give them their full and
final deliverance from the body of sin and death, and a world full of iniquity and sorrow.
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