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"And if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together." Romans 8:17

O the blessedness of being a child of God! Can heart conceive or tongue express the heights and depths of
grace and glory, the safety, the happiness, the honor, the bliss, the delight of being an heir of God and a
joint-heir with Christ? We soon shall have to put off our mortal bodies--soon have to lie down with the worms of
the grave, and the clods of the valley--soon have to enter into the invisible world. Well may we then ask
ourselves what are our prospects of eternity? Where then will be our inheritance? Will it be one of eternal
misery and woe, of weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, or of the pleasures which are at God's right
hand for evermore? Have we any evidence or testimony that we are the children of God? Has the Spirit ever
borne any direct or indirect witness to our adoption into his family--to our sonship and to our heirship? When
we review our past experience, can we find any marks that we can look upon with a good measure of faith and
hope as sound, scriptural evidences that we are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ? Can you look back
upon that memorable season when the Lord was first pleased to work upon your conscience and convince you
of your sins?--to that time of love when Christ was first revealed to your heart?--to that day of affliction and
trouble when a sweet promise of a saving interest in his love and blood was sealed with divine power upon
your soul? Can you find any solid, substantial marks or tokens that you are a partaker of saving and sanctifying
grace, born of God, separated from the world as a pilgrim and a stranger, and pressing onward through a
thousand foes and fears to a heavenly country?

It is of no use leaning upon the testimony of man, or upon any vain hopes or presumptuous confidence that
may spring up in a self-righteous, deceitful heart. It is the witness of the Spirit with our spirit, more or less
clear--the shining in of the light of the Lord's countenance--the manifestations of his presence and love, which
alone can really satisfy a child of God of his being a partaker of grace and of the glory that is to be revealed at
the coming of the Lord Jesus.
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