sermon [iE9
The Cure

A.W. Tozer:

. . suppose that | found an old fellow sitting on a bench and | went and sat down beside him. | noticed by
looking at him that he had high blood pressure. | could tell it by the veins that stood out on his forehead. |
began to try to tell him, "You have lived long enough on this bench. Get up; there's something better for you,"
and he began to resist me. Then | would have to preach a whole series of sermons to him to get him to know
how sick he is, when just down the street a little way was the cure for what was wrong with him. That is
precisely where we are in the church. You have to work on people for weeks to get them to see that they are in a
rut. It would be cruel to do if there was not a remedy. But the justice of God is on the side of the confessing
sinner. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). Because Jesus Christ died, because He was God and because He was man, His
atonement was absolutely and fully efficacious. All of the attributes of God are on the side of the person who
confesses his or her sin and turns and runs to the feet of Jesus. "My dear children, | write this to you so that
you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ,
the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the
whole world" (2:1-2). There is the elixir. There is the cure. That is only one little passage, and of course similar
ones are all over the New Testament. The blood is shed for us. God pardons and forgives for Christ?s sake. The
Holy Spirit is here to take the things of Christ and make them real to us. There is nothing, not even the devil
himself, that can hinder the confessing sinner.
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