
Waiting for God

A.W. Tozer: 

I am convinced that the dearth of great saints in these times even among those who truly believe in Christ is
due at least in part to our unwillingness to give sufficient time to the cultivation of the knowledge of God. We of
the nervous West are victims of the philosophy of activism tragically misunderstood. Getting and spending,
going and returning, organizing and promoting, buying and selling, working and playing--this alone constitutes
living. If we are not making plans or working to carry out plans already made we feel that we are failures, that
we are sterile, unfruitful eunuchs, parasites on the body of society. The gospel of work, as someone has called
it, has crowded out the gospel of Christ in many Christian churches. In an effort to get the work of the Lord
done we often lose contact with the Lord of the work and quite literally wear our people out as well. I have heard
more than one pastor boast that his church was a ?live? one, pointing to the printed calendar as a
proof--something on every night and several meetings during the day. Of course this proves nothing except
that the pastor and the church are being guided by a bad spiritual philosophy. A great many of these
time-consuming activities are useless and others plain ridiculous. ?But,? say the eager beavers who run the
religious squirrel cages, ?they provide fellowship and they hold our people together.? To this I reply that what
they provide is not fellowship at all, and if that is the best thing the church has to offer to hold the people
together it is not a Christian church in the New Testament meaning of that word. The center of attraction in a
true church is the Lord Jesus Christ. As for fellowship, let the Holy Spirit define it for us: ?And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles? doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers? (Acts 2:42).
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