
Don't Rob Yourself!

Theodore Epp: 

Ephesians 4:28-32

In our relationships with others, we need to be sure that we do not steal from them. We need to be honest in
business transactions and be faithful in giving service for which we are paid.

If we are paid for a full day's work, we steal from our employer if we do not give him a full day's work. Even such
a relatively small matter as taking too long on coffee break is a way of stealing from one's employer.

The Bible says, "Provide things honest in the sight of all men" (Rom. 12:17). Each believer needs to examine
himself to be sure that he is not stealing from God or others.

The Bible says, "Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:9,10).

We cannot expect to be rewarded by the Lord if we have stolen time and money that should have been spent for
Him.

In contrast to stealing, Paul said, "But rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth" (Eph. 4:28).

Notice that there is a purpose for the work, and that purpose is that the believer might be able to help others.
The Christian is one who should genuinely care about others; and the more he cares, the more he wants to give
to help them in their need.

"Thou shalt not steal" (Ex. 20:15). 
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