
Development of Antichrist - Chapter 1. The Personality of Antichrist

Andrew Bonar: 

Christians are called to tread nowhere with greater circumspection than when dealing with unfulfilled prophecy,
and it is owing to want of due caution here that so many a humble inquirer has been left, amidst the confusion
that is within and ridicule without the Church, in painful uncertainty as to what his duty in regard to the
prophetic portion of Scripture really is. The things there, "hard to be understood," have been so twisted and
perplexed by each enthusiast in pursuit of his own favorite theory of interpretation, as seemingly to have left
the whole question of what is fulfilled and what is not, more doubtful and unsettled than ever, and hence with
many, a not unnatural doubt has arisen as to whether it might not be better to leave the whole subject alone.

But against the propriety of such a decision the natural thought will arise, if no practical benefit was intended
for the church from the study, why does what is confessedly prophetical occupy so large a portion of that
sacred volume which all are enjoined to "search" (John 5:39), and how comes it that there should be a distinct
blessing to him who readeth and understandeth the prophecy of this Book? Why should the example of such an
one as Daniel be recorded with approval (Dan. 9:2-3), who set himself by prayer and supplication to understand
by books the number of the years? Or that such advantage should be indicated to those of GodÂ’s people who
give heed to the sure word of prophecy, as of a light shining in a dark place (2 Peter 1:19)?

And farther, are we not presented with a tangible proof of such advantage having actually been secured to
those, who in faith of prophecies recorded, were waiting for and expecting such events as marked the first
coming of the Messiah, and the destruction thereafter of Jerusalem when they should see it "compassed by
armies," as they did at the approach of Titus, so escaping in Pella the calamities of that terrible overthrow?

Had each recorded prophecy been unquestionably already fulfilled in the churchÂ’s past history, there might
perhaps have been some excuse for those who stand back from the study. But when confessedly this is not the
case, as shown amidst other things by the very discrepancies which exist among interpreters themselves, we
cannot escape from a commanded duty unless prepared to forfeit the blessing with which the study of
prophecy is distinctly connected.

Again, if that study is to have reference (as some would have it) only to the past, how is it that Scripture itself
says concerning it, "ye do well that ye take heed in your hearts as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn and the day-star arise"? Surely it cannot be said that this has reference to the past, for even our
own senses will lead us, when journeying home in a dark night, to observe the lights before us more anxiously
than those we have passed. "Ye do well that ye take heed," is the simple and sufficient reply to those who
counsel us, because of the perplexity in which men have involved the subject, to leave it henceforth alone,
whilst at the same time the failures of the past ought no less to make us cautious as to how, in future, we allow
ourselves to take so many unproved assertions for granted.

In prophecies already fulfilled (such as those relating to our LordÂ’s first adventÂ—the crucifixion, etc.), there
is one striking characteristic to which we would do well to attend, as about it there can be no difference of
opinion. It is this, that in whatever way men might previously have been regarding the prediction, and however
their fancy might have wandered as to what it might mean, when the fulfillment took place it was distinctly
found that Scripture had been speaking literally, as shown by a literal accomplishment. Alas! for the expositors
of our day if their declarations are to be tried by that rule. Who among us would, for a moment, place the
satisfactory simplicity of past fulfillments on a level with those which we are called to consider as over and
gone already, by the easy and fanciful system in fashion now?

It is a dangerous thing to underrate the extent of SatanÂ’s agency in the world, raising as he has ever done
from the day of his first perversion and misinterpretation of GodÂ’s words in the garden of Eden, mists of
delusion and error to distort or conceal what God intended His people should be aware of for their warning as
well as for their comfort. He knows well in our day that his time is fast shortening, and he knows too of the
increasing power he is to be permitted to exercise in the time of the end (Rev. 12:12; and 13:2).

So whilst the "sure word of prophecy," if given heed to, would have been and still be "a light" shining in the
dark passages through which the course of events is leading, his efforts have been constantly and successfully
directed to darken and perplex the future, by hiding the simplicity of the truth under fanciful coverings, and so
leading even GodÂ’s people to be looking in wrong directions, that, if possible, they may be deceived or
overthrown, even as His ancient people themselves were, when the issue itself is really at hand.

The idea of a personal literal Antichrist is what he seems especially to have sought to render ridiculous, or
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rather, to banish altogether, in these days which to all appearance so closely precede his being revealed: and
yet if such an embodiment of evil (as it is desired to show) is really to be, to what ought the attention of the
church be directed more seriously than to this? The fanciful and metaphorical interpreters already referred to,
have worked hard to make the pope or the papacy (it is difficult sometimes to know which) answer the
description given in Scripture of the man of sin when he is seen. Some plausibility has been given to their
attempts by the occurrence of certain points of resemblance, for all forms of error and evil will be found
summed up in the embodiment which is to be at the end, "when the transgressors are come to the full" (Dan.
8:23). But the great and distinguishing marks themselves are not, and will not be seen till he who is to carry
them all is revealed.

One of these has been specially defined by inspiration, "he is Antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son" (1
John 2:22), which it is vain to say that either the pope or the papacy have ever done. On the contrary it is
sufficiently evident to any one who is not determined to deny it at all hazards, that their whole strength to
deceive and rule as they have done, has rested on the (wicked and unfounded) assumption that the pope is the
vicar of God upon earth. His bulls have accordingly been issued in the name of the Holy Trinity, which so far
from denying, he claims to represent.

If he is worshipped, as asserted, it is simply and undeniably by those who believe him to be what he pretends
he is, the authorized representative of the God Whom both they and their pope himself profess to worship. Is
this not manifest when, at his death, like the meanest of his followers, he has to be prayed out of purgatory to fit
him to appear in the presence of Him Whose representative he was held to have been on earth, where
nevertheless he had personally been contracting sin like others? So far from denying either the Father or the
Son, each pope in succession has professed to derive expressly from Them the usurped authority so fearlessly
and fearfully exercised.

Again, if the pope or the papacy be the beast, as maintained by that class of expositors, according to
Revelation 13:8, all must be worshipping him whose names are not written from the foundation of the world in
the book of the Lamb slain. In other words, Antichristianism in that case, would simply be limited to those who
adhere to the pope, with the unavoidable conclusion that such professed atheists as Hume, Gibbon, and
Thomas Paine, who showed as little faith in his as in any other name, were written in the book of that adorable
Redeemer Whom nevertheless they blasphemed!

Moreover, if the pope is the beast, as it is pretended he is, and all the world wondering after him, his followers
to accord with Scripture (Rev. 13:3-4) must be, without mistake worshipping the dragon (who is elsewhere
declared to be the devilÂ—Revelation 20:2) as giving to him the power he possesses. But surely, however
misled we may think them to be, none among us will venture to affirm that either as a community or
individually, papists do this, which would evidently imply a state of hopeless reprobation.*

*(1 Corinthians 10, showing that where idols are worshipped devils are, is not overlooked. All we mean to assert
is, that fearful as the delusions of the papacy as a system are, papists individually cannot be said to worship
the devil, as men in the end will avowedly do under Antichrist, to whom they see him giving his power and
authorityÂ— Revelation 13:4).

To escape from such a conclusion, all that can be said must resolve itself into this, that the precise language of
Scripture referred to does not mean what it says, for there is not even a place for repentance left to them
inasmuch as it is written, "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or
in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the
cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented" for ever and ever (Rev. 14:9-10).

It must not, however, be imagined that there is with all this, the slightest intention here of insinuating anything
in favour of the pope and his false and impious pretensions. From the days of the apostles there have been
"many antichrists" in the world, as we learn from one of the very passages which tells us (1 John 2:18) that
"The Antichrist shall come." And among these the pope and the papacy must take their place, not only as
forbidding men, in opposition to GodÂ’s command, to "search the Scriptures," which testify of Christ (John
5:39), but as having introduced doctrines and commandments which are contrary to His honor and subversive
of His alone mediation as well as sufficiency for the sin of the whole world. To lift a man in one way or other
into the place and honor which Christ alone should possess, is the grand aim of antichristianism in all its
different states and degrees.

A family likeness is therefore to be traced through them all, to be more strongly marked, perhaps, in the last
days, which are so strikingly referred to in 2 Timothy 3:1-13, when evil men and seducers are to wax worse and
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worse, deceiving and being deceived, and when as we learn elsewhere (Dan. 8:23-25), transgressors having
come to the full, "a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. And his
power shall be mighty, but not by his own power;* and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and
practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. And through his policy also he shall cause craft to
prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace (prosperity) shall destroy many: he
shall also stand up against the Prince of princes."

*(It is hoped as we proceed to be able to show that the king here spoken of is identical with the beast who acts
"not in his own power" but by that of the devil, whom all the world worships, as giving "power to the beast"
(Rev. 17:13), that identity being proved by there being one act, one era, and one destruction common to these
among the other names which are given to the Antichrist as characteristic of him.)

The personality of the Antichrist here contended for is no speculative theory to be adopted or rejected as suits
our own fancy and about which each may form his own opinion. A very slight examination, particularly of the
original, will show that so strongly is that personality declared, as to leave it as little optional with us to
overlook it, as it is to deny that of the devil who will give him his great power and authority. It was evidently the
belief of the early church, whilst the passages in Scripture which speak of him, if honestly taken, distinctly
show that none else than a person can be meant.

He is called (and if any will examine the original, they will see how markedly it is there expressed), "that man of
sin, . . . the son of perdition" who "sitteth in the temple of God"* (2 Thess. 2:3-4), the wicked or lawless one
(verse 8), "the Antichrist" (above the many who will have preceded him) (1 John 2:18 and 22), "a king" and "the
king" (Dan. 8:23 and 11:36), who does "according to his will," "the idol shepherd" who tears the flesh
(Zechariah 11:17), he who is to open "his mouth in blasphemy against God" (Rev. 13:6), and who is to be "cast
alive into the lake of fire" (Rev. 19:20).

*("The temple of God" is an expression applied in Scripture to three things, and three only. (1) to the actual
temple at Jerusalem, as in 2 Chronicles 35:20. (2) to the bodies of individual saints, as in 1 Corinthians 6:19. (3)
to the Church of God, as in 1 Corinthians 3:17. Now it is manifestly impossible that Antichrist could "sit" in any
but the first of these three, and the coinciding mark given by Daniel of the "glorious holy mountain" [Mount Zion
being alone called so], where he is to plant himself, confirms it to be a fact which can have no accomplishment
at Rome [as alleged], inasmuch as neither the temple nor mountain are or ever have been there, any more than
they can be elsewhere than at JerusalemÂ— the holy city. Is it not strange to see Protestants so bent on their
fancy of the pope being Antichrist, as not to perceive they give up the whole question by calling St PeterÂ’s at
Rome "the temple of God"? For if the pope is the Antichrist, how can they call his temple at Rome or anywhere
else "the temple of God," when the exception, as we have seen, is only as to Jerusalem, where alone, of
necessity, the usurpation in any circumstances could be, "in the holy place,"Â— "My holy hill of Zion")?

Under other names which as remarked already will be found applicable to him only, his personality is as
distinctly intimated on every occasion, and yet to suit preconceived notions and prejudices, terms nowhere
else so interpreted are distorted to mean a "succession of men," or as others would have it, a "succession of
principles," which are gradually to be consumed out of it as the world becomes converted. Why in the same
way might not the third Person of the ever blessed Trinity be held to mean merely a succession of influences or
governing principles? How is it that Christians will not open their eyes to the danger of sanctioning what would
make plain words of Scripture mean anything or nothing, and so give the enemy ground for questioning even
the Personality of the Lord Who bought them, or else the alternative of hearing themselves taunted with
inconsistency?

In addition to this greater danger to our holy religion itself, there is another springing from such loose
interpretation of Scripture which is, that by suffering ourselves to be led into the hope of amelioration which is
gradually to usher in the day of the Lord, we may mistake the "deceivableness of unrighteousness" (2 Thess.
2:10) with which we are warned Antichrist will introduce himself, for the beginning of that reign of
righteousness which will be established only when Christ "with the spirit of His mouth and . . . with the
brightness of His coming" shall have destroyed and consumed him (2 Thess. 2:8).

It will be found in that day to have been no light matter to have been trifling with Scripture language, our
tendency being to call evil good and good evil; while all SatanÂ’s art will be turned to conceal the real tendency
as well as nature of his working from us. "That old serpent, which is the devil" (Rev. 20:2), will at the end as at
the beginning, still prove himself more subtle than any beast of the field. His "working" will be in no shape to
alarm the fears or shock men with its impropriety.
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On the contrary, it will be suited to the spirit and requirements of the age, with a flexibility and power of
insertion best resembled to the form which he assumed when tempting Eve in the garden. The gradual
character of his approaches should rouse us to think, for "many antichrists" have been preparing the way for
him ever since the apostle declared in his day that "the spirit of Antichrist" was already in the world (1 John
4:3).

The full development will surely follow when the apostasy and man of sin come to be. Meanwhile each
successive step downwards seems in itself so trifling as scarcely to deserve our notice, which is in fact the
danger. "Behold, I have told you before" (Matthew 24:25) is the caution given immediately after our Lord
Himself had been warning of the especial deceivableness of the times which shall immediately precede His
coming, when will be seen how vain and unwarranted was the fond conceit with which men had been pleasing
themselves of any peaceful termination of present evil, which on the contrary, if we will but listen to Scripture,
must "wax worse and worse" (2 Timothy 3:13) until the consummation takes place under the Antichrist,
emphatically called as presiding over it, "that man of sin," in a trouble "such as was not from the beginning
(foundation) of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be" (Matthew 24:21).

Regarding that last tribulation, it seems GodÂ’s merciful design to have His church and people specially
warned, so that it should not overtake them unawares any more than the day of the Lord which it is to precede,
though both shall come as a snare upon all them that dwell on the face of the earth. Only admit the possibility
of a future personal Antichrist (which, surely, it is not unreasonable to ask, after the Scripture terms that have
been cited), and our Bibles will be found replete with allusions to such a being in this dispensation, with marks
to distinguish him when he does come, from all that will have preceded him.

Is it objected that so evident a sign as he would be before the coming of Christ, would interfere with the
injunction to "Watch, for ye know not the day nor the hour when your Lord cometh;" and to that extent to put off
the expectant and pilgrim character which befits those servants who profess to be waiting for their Lord? Hear
the answer which such a passage as 2 Thessalonians 2 supplies. In it we have the church warned not to be
shaken "as that the day of Christ is at hand," whilst the very same apostle who gives the warning, had just been
telling them to "watch and be sober" (1 Thess. 5:6), for the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night, Â—
nay, what is more, a distinct intimation is given that that day should not come until the man of sinÂ—this "son
of perdition"Â— should be revealed.

The only seeming confusion arises from our overlooking the broad distinction drawn in the same epistle,
between the children of darkness and the children of light (1 Thess. 5:4-5) Â—the one to be overtaken as by a
thief in the night, the other to "know perfectly" the times and the seasons, inasmuch as "I told you these
things" (2 Thess. 2:5).

Indeed, signs of the most definite character have been constantly vouchsafed to GodÂ’s people in all ages, as
now, to designate the advent of events previously foretold by His prophets. Yet these, though sufficiently
distinct for their warning, are invariably seen to have been overlooked by all others. NoahÂ’s preaching, whilst
the ark was preparing, did not alarm the scoffers of his day, or make them know "till the flood came and took
them all away." And so with the scoffers in our own (2 Peter 3:3), will the coming of the Son of man be, although
preceded by so signal an event as the revelation of the man of sin: a sign, nevertheless, to the children of light,
for which already they would do well to be watching.

To be "seeking" a sign is a widely different thing from looking out for one already announced for warning. The
sin and perverseness of seeking a sign is pointed out to us in such passages as Matthew 12:39 and Mark
8:11-12. To that evil and adulterous generationÂ—children of darkness, and not of light, according to the
distinction drawn in the epistle to the Thessalonians already referred toÂ—no sign shall be given. And why?
Because of their willful rejection of the signs God Himself had been pleased to vouchsafe. And mark the
consequence when the false christs and false prophets appear, as appear they will (Mark 13:22), with signs and
wonders to seduce if possible, the very elect though waiting for them.

Not only shall no sign be given to the despisers of Scripture warning, but God shall send them strong delusion
to believe "the lie," that they all may be damned who believed not "the truth" (2 Thess. 2:11-12). How fearful the
thought even of such a delusion! More fatal still than that in the days of Noah; for it is the delusion of him
whose coming is to be after the working of Satan, and their end, like his, to be cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever
(Rev. 19:20; 20:10).

If there be any truth in these remarks, enough, surely, has already been said to vindicate, in some degree to
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Christians at least, the uses as well as duty of prophetic study, whatever ridicule may be attaching to it. A study
in which it will scarcely be possible to engage without, ere long, being forced to see that a personal "coming of
the Lord" is to be undoubtedly expected, if words are to have any meaning at all, as well as a time of unequalled
tribulation immediately to precede it (Matthew 24:29). And equally impossible will it be found to separate that
tribulation from a personal Antichrist and the leading part he has in it, as the express agent for the putting forth
of SatanÂ’s energy to accomplish what God will then permit him to do.

The apostle speaks, as has already been adverted to, of antichrists in his day, but the maturity of antichristian
evil (every departure from the truth in Jesus being held as antichristian) is distinctly postponed till "that man of
sin be revealed" Â—the lawless one who, after a permitted triumph, is to be destroyed by the "brightness of His
coming."

It has been already noticed incidentally, that the notion of a personal literal Antichrist with a short-lived
supremacy, was held by the early Christians, without, it is believed, any recorded exception. They were living
too close to the times in which a strictly literal fulfillment had been seen of all the prophecies connected with
our LordÂ’s first coming in the flesh, to doubt that "the man of sin" in his times, would prove to be also literally
a man, or the 1260 days of his usurpation literal days. It was reserved for a later generation, who had fallen
under the cruelties of papal oppression, to fancy it to be the unequalled trouble and predicted apostasy of the
last times, and even to alter the literal meaning of words to make it so.

It was about the year 1240, that Eberhard began to think the pope to be the "little horn," and that Luther and his
companions in tribulation should have gone in with such imagination, seems far less wonderful than that so
many in these days should still be arguing that he is the dreaded "man of sin," when the oppression and
troubles Luther saw have long since ceased. The cessation alone ought to have proved to any not willfully
blind, that the pope cannot be that man of sin under whom the tribulation is to be; for it is to be terminated, not
as some would have it by the gradual decline of either the pope or the papacy, but by the coming of the Lord
Himself to destroy the wicked one.

"Immediately (the word in the original is emphatic) after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken: and then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth
(land) mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory"
(Matthew 24:29-30).

Those who adhere to the prevailing mode of figurative interpretation, regard all this as metaphorical language,
maintaining that the sun and moon here mentioned, are political emblems. Thus they dispose of these solemn
predictions of our Lord Himself, even when forced to admit that the same expressions in Scripture, when
employed to describe past events, as at the crucifixion, did express what actually occurred and took place then
and there. If the sun was darkened and the veil rent (Luke 23:45), surely it is worse than presumptuous to affirm
that the same words applied to the future may have a totally different meaning.

"Yet once more (again),* I shake not the earth only, but also heaven," are the words of inspiration (Hebrews
12:26), and by the terms applicable alone to the same mighty occurrence foretold by our Lord Himself in the
passage just transcribed from Matthew, which again can of necessity be none other than that "coming" by
which He destroys AntichristÂ— that "man of sin," whom He will encounter, not in decrepitude like the pope,
but whilst he is still aided by the devil "with all power, and signs, and lying wonders," and then fully manifested
to be the lawless one opposing and exalting himself above all (2 Thess. 2:4).

*(This "once again" is alluded to in Isaiah 2, "when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth" (verse 21) which is
distinctly to be, as the context will show in "the day of the LORD" (verse 12) when every one that is lifted up
(like Antichrist exalting himself) "shall be brought low").

If Christ then destroys the "man of sin" at His coming, the destruction must take place "immediately" after the
tribulation described to be "such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be"
(Matthew 24:21). This being so, the time spoken of must be identical with that of Daniel 12:1 and the events
there recorded, inasmuch as there cannot be two distinct periods of unequalled tribulation; and this again
identifies the king there described as exalting himself above every god and coming to his end and none to help
him (Dan. 11:45), with "that man of sin" (2 Thess. 2) "the son of perdition" who is destroyed by "the brightness
of His coming."

But who can pretend that there is any resemblance between such a desolation with such a destruction, and a
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pope powerless to do even what his predecessors did; nay, requiring the support of foreign troops to retain him
on his feeble throne? Does it not appear something like mockery to say of such an one that the devil is giving
him his power and great authority? Are men worshipping him and saying, "Who is like unto the beast? who is
able to make war with him?" (Rev. 13:4). Where are the ten kings who "receive power as kings one hour" with
him, and who are said to have one mind, and agree to give him their power till the purposes of God are fulfilled
(Rev. 17:12,13,17)?

They who call the pope the Antichrist admit he is also the beast, and yet can talk to us of the gradual diminution
or drying up of his power, in face of what is written in Revelation 17, where, with the kings of the earth, he is
seen in the plenitude of his power (and from what follows aided to the last by the devil), gathered to make war
against Him that sat on the horse and against His army. Is it possible to think that the downfall there recorded is
a gradual one? Every word in Revelation 19:20 indicates the reverse. It is sudden as it is overwhelming, for then
is seen the strength of Christ, the "seed of the woman," put forth against him who is the seed of the serpent;
the "head" bruised then as the "heel" has already been.

It is the strength of heaven against the strength of hell, and the catastrophe is complete. "The beast was taken,
and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had
received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of
fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse" (Rev.
19:20-21).

Such is the end, not of the pope or the papacy, but of an apostasy more terrible than all that has yet darkened
this sin-worn earth. It is the recorded downfall of Gentile power then in unholy combination with Jewish, which
alike cast off Christ as the rightful Lord, will have chosen a king of their own to the rejection of Him Who is the
King of kings and the Lord of lords. And it is thus that his Name is seen written on His vesture and on His thigh
(Rev. 19:16), as followed by the armies of heaven, He comes to claim His kingdom from the usurper.

How strange to see Christians willing, by figurative perversions like these, to set aside the glorious open
triumph which will then be seen, and in which they themselves are to share, for an inconsistent attempt to make
the pope in the decrepitude of these last times, personate him who aided by the devil and supported to the end,
as we have seen, by the kings of the earth and their armies, encounters the armies of heaven and falls by the
power of a Mighty One.

People tell us that although it may be different with him at this epoch from what it once was, the pope is
reviving or will yet revive, and his efforts to recover his lost authority be yet successful. But this is indulging a
mere fancy, for which there is not only no warrant in Scripture, but the reverse. The Antichrist, when he is seen,
comes "in like a flood" (Isa. 59:19) and prospers (Dan. 8:12) without intermission, and this continuance is also
characteristic of the adherence given by the kings of the earth and their armies, till they share his destruction.

There are other arguments, besides these which have been already produced, to show that the Antichrist when
he does appear, will prove to be neither a succession of men nor a succession of principles, but what Scripture
language, in its ordinary acceptation which we have no right to reject, tells us throughout he will beÂ—an
individual man. It is somewhat unfortunate that the definite article, which appears in the original, has been
omitted in our translation of 1 John 2:18. It ought to run, Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard
that the Antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists already in the world, whereby we know that
it is the last time.

The many antichrists are thus forerunners of the Antichrist himself, and must of necessity therefore exhibit in
some degree his characteristics; not the least remarkable of which (as attempted to be shown) are his
personality, and also his rising out of an apostasy. In fact, many individuals have actually, from time to time,
presented themselves to the notice of the world answering in various particulars the description we have of him
in Daniel 11:36-40 and Revelation 13:5-8.

One of the most remarkable of these, to begin with, was Antiochus Epiphanes about 160 years before Christ,
whose history is given by Josephus and also in the first chapter of the uninspired book of Maccabees, which
although apocryphal, is of good repute as a history, and as such, respected by the Jews themselves.

Antiochus was the savage persecutor of the Jews in their latter times, as the Antichrist himself will be of both
Jews and Christians, when, at the end, transgressors shall have come to the full. He followed or rather rose out
of an apostasy then, as the Antichrist will be revealed out of the still more fearful "falling away" of which Paul
speaks in 2 Thessalonians. A few extracts from the chapter of Maccabees referred to will show this, and help to
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give us some idea from what he did, of what the Antichrist himself will do in his times.

"In those days went there out of Israel wicked men who persuaded many, saying, Let us go and make a
covenant with the heathen that are round about us: for since we departed from them we have had much sorrow.
So this device pleased them well. Then certain of the people were so forward herein that they went to the king
who gave them license to do after the manner of the heathen. Whereupon they built a place of exercise at
Jerusalem according to the custom of the heathen; and made themselves uncircumcised and forsook the holy
covenant, and joined themselves to the heathen."

Such is the account of that early apostasy, which may foreshadow more closely than many may be prepared to
think, the "falling away" spoken of in Thessalonians. Following upon it, the enemy of the truth in that day
appears as we go on to see, "after that Antiochus had smitten Egypt," (mark how Antichrist in his day will do
the same, Dan. 11:42-45), "he returned again and went up against Israel and Jerusalem with a great multitude,
and took away the golden altar and the candlestick of light and all the vessels thereof, and the table of the
shewbread and the pouring vessels and the vials and the censers of gold and the veils and the crowns and the
golden ornaments that were before the temple, all of which he pulled off, and when he had taken all away he
went into his own land, having made a great massacre and spoken very proudly."

Moreover, we are told, "King Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one people and every one
should leave his laws; so all the heathen agreed according to the commandment of the king; yea, many of the
Israelites consented to his religion and sacrificed unto idols and profaned the Sabbath." Thereafter we find him
doing what the Antichrist will yet do still more markedly in his day (Rev. 13:15-18), condemning all to be put to
death who refused to "profane the Sabbath and pollute the sanctuary and the holy people, and to set up altars
and groves of idols and sacrifice swineÂ’s flesh."

Then comes the identical expression quoted by our Lord from Daniel 168 years after Antiochus, showing his
allusion was to something still future: "In the month Casleu he set up the abomination of desolation on the
altar, and builded idol altars throughout the cities of Judah. And when they had rent in pieces the books of the
law which they found, they burnt them with fire. Howbeit many in Israel were fully resolved not to eat any
unclean thing, and there was great wrath upon Israel."

Here we have one of the many antichrists whose doings wonderfully foreshadow what we read of the yet more
terrible actings of him, to whom the devil will give his power and great authority; and who opens "his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His Name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven;" and to
whom it is given "to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power . . . over all kindreds, and
tongues, and nations," and whom all shall worship that dwell upon the earth whose names are not written from
the foundation of the world in the book of the Lamb slain (Rev. 13:6-8).

Another individual Antichrist out of the many, was the apostate emperor Julian who tried to overthrow the
church and bring back paganism. He too, like Antiochus, followed upon an apostasy (the Arian) which denied
that Christ was God. (The Antichrist when he comes will do still more than this, for he will deny "the Father and
the Son, exalting himself above all that is called God or is worshipped"). So grievous were his times, as history
informs us, that the few devout and holy men who in them were testifying to the truth amidst abounding
impiety, thought that Antichrist himself had come when Julian, his shadow, arose.

Another apostasy, which began by placing the traditions of man on a footing with the written word of God,
introducing the worship of saints and images and assigning to the Virgin Mary an intercessory power, which
holds back from the laity the Bible in which such things are forbidden, teaching, too, contrary to its
requirements, a belief in purgatory, transubstantiation, justification by works, and such like doctrines of devils,
has also been seen, with a person arising out of it too who claimed for himself and his successors, in the
usurped place the popes have so long held, such power and authority as to entitle them to a place among the
many antichrists that are in "the world."

The next great heresy which arose, the Nestorian, denied ChristÂ’s incarnation, and spreading widely in the
lands round Palestine, succeeded in destroying the churches which had so long flourished there. It was out of
that remarkable "falling away" that another personal Antichrist arose, Mohammed, who, denying the Son
altogether, proclaimed that there was but one God and that he was his prophet. It is well known how successful
he has been with many of the Jews themselves in the East.

In France, before the revolution, another well-known "falling away" occurred, following upon the doctrines
taught by Voltaire, etc., when a national decree was passed that death was a perpetual sleep. The scenes which
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followed show us what man will dare to do if left to himself, and also called forth another individual who came
in like a flood and prospered.

In many particulars Napoleon Bonaparte, like his predecessors, showed the features of the Antichrist, flattering
at first the system he found prevailing, whilst using it all the while to establish himself in power. In France
accordingly he was a Roman Catholic, and in Egypt a worshipper of Mohammed, till finding himself, as by and
bye Antichrist will do, fairly established, he dropped the deception under which he had entered, proclaiming
himself the monarch and only source of authority. "La France! cÂ’est moi," was the laconic way in which he
announced it.

What the successor to his name and authority now appearing may be raised up to accomplish is yet to be seen,
but already the tendency is clearly towards a still more extensive development of the clay-iron principle of
government which is to prevail in both feet of the Image, before the ten toes of it are developed.

These instances should cause us to ponder well, when we read of a still future and more fearful "falling away"
which, to distinguish it from others, in the original styled emphatically "the apostasy" (2 Thess. 2:3), with the
revealing after or out of it of that man of sin, the son of perdition, who will oppose and exalt himself above all
that is called God or that is worshipped: so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that
he is God.

Why should we, in the face of such express language and with examples before us of bygone antichrists, still
refuse to believe that the Antichrist who shall come (1 John 2:18) will be a person also? The Saviour Whom he
will try to counterfeit as well as supplant, appeared in a literal as well as a mystical body. And Antichrist will not
want his either. All who practice, encourage, or support corruptions, are properly of AntichristÂ’s mystical
body, exhibiting his spirit which is already working in the children of disobedience; and when the number,
perhaps a determined one, is filled up, they will be manifested as displaying the genuine fruits of complete
apostasy from the truth which is in Jesus; when transgressors are come to the full under a personal Antichrist,
even as ChristÂ’s Church, which is His mystical body (Col. 1:24), will appear under Him when the fullness of
time has come and its numbers complete. So that as the perfection of truth is manifested in Him and His body
the Church, the perfection of error will be seen in the other alsoÂ—the one the Church of the Living God, the
other the synagogue of Satan.

If Antichrist is to be then a person, surely it becomes us to inquire what manner of man he will be, especially
when told that his coming is with all signs and lying wonders, and also with such deceivableness of
unrighteousness, as if possible to deceive the very elect. Are there no tokens already of some such gathering
apostasy and deceivableness, along with an increasing conviction among those who think at all, that the signs
of the last days are fast gathering around us?

Is there not a visible attempt by the men who fancy themselves more advanced and free than their neighbors
from what is called bigotry, to make expediency instead of Bible truth the rule of state measures and
enactments of law? Â—to shape their course as if true "catholicity" consisted in letting each man think for
himself, and numbers, not Scripture, decide the course to be taken, so leaving us to believe that the many will
be right and the few wrong? Nay, is it not beginning to be even openly avowed that religion has nothing to do
with the guidance of a nation, and that the less we say on so sacred a subject the better, seeing it is merely a
matter for each manÂ’s conscience?

Do we not notice already the fruits of such views in the attempt to have education apart from religion altogether
lest someoneÂ’s prejudices should be hurt or interfered with? To let the greatest questions be decided by
expediency, or (what is nearly the same thing) the wisdom of the majorities, with a sneer at every attempt to
appeal to Scripture for guidance? To frame laws by which the Roman Catholic may legislate and hold office in
our Protestant community, and the Jew, too, sit in our parliaments, care having been taken that his
conscientious belief of our Saviour being an impostor should meet with nothing to offend it on entering there?

Is it not plain to the humblest capacity, that there is on all hands a growing inclination with a cunning sort of
decency however in the way of doing it, to supersede religion altogether as far as it is external and objective,
and to confine it to inward feeling, which again it is thought hypocritical or sanctimonious to allude to in the
affairs of life?

All this is grief enough surely to the Christian, but what an addition is made to it when the express language of
Scripture is so questioned and criticized as at present, not by its foes alone but by professed friends, and when
metaphorical interpretations are given by them of its plainest warnings against all such increasing evil! Give
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way, as we have been and are doing, to such a system, and what is there to prevent men coming ere long to
think that Scripture may have a hundred different meanings, all equally good, and its teaching mean anything or
nothing, as people choose to make it?

Alas for us if that "sure word of prophecy" is obscured, as is the tendency in these days of intellect and energy,
whilst the heart of man, amidst all refinement, remains, as it was, "deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked." Let us remember that there is to be a "deceivableness of unrighteousness" in the times of the end,
under which Satan will hide his poison and his purposes. Do you think he will be so unskillful in his craft as to
ask any one openly and plainly to join him in his crusade against truth? No! he can bait his snare with what has
all the appearance of good, if we look at it simply with our own eyes which are evil.

He is even now promising to the nations a coming millennium of civil and religious liberty, when every one is to
be sitting under his own vine and fig tree. He is promising equality. He is promising trade and wealth, remission
of taxes, and reform of all kinds, and every one happy at last in his own creed, whatever it may be, and in his
own way of deciding what is best for himself. Meanwhile he is tempting men to rail against their rulers and
superiors as hindrances to this development, whilst he turns their heads with talk of philosophy, and science,
and knowledge, and enlargement of mind. The times gone by are only to be scoffed at, and the ways and
wisdom of their ancestors a fair subject of merriment. He bids men "mount aloft," and shows them how they
may be "as gods, knowing good and evil" (Genesis 3:5).

By and bye too he will provide for them a king whose coming will be after his own working, "with all power, and
signs, and lying wonders." He will be "the prince of this world" of whom our Lord spoke as having "nothing in
Me" (John 14:30), but one fitted to be a "king over all the children of pride" (Job 41:34), and whose eyelids will
be "like the eyelids of the morning" (Job 41:18)Â—that true Morning which will rise upon his destruction (Isa.
17:14).

But who, in the fancy that has taken possession of so many that the great tribulation is "past already," and that
amelioration is now the happy tendency of things, will believe or even listen for a passing moment to those who
would spoil their dream by showing forth the plainest declarations in Scripture to the contrary? Such men are
esteemed to be beside themselves and deserving at best but of quiet compassion. Their words seem as idle
tales and not worth listening to, whilst in their appeals to Scripture they are answered by metaphorical
explanations of words which are nowhere else so construed.

Such is the reception they meet in general from within the Church, whilst, without, the confusion is becoming
worse confounded. "God is not in all their thoughts," if in any. It seems small concern to the multitude that the
world is in opposition to its Maker, His Son rejected and despised and His Holy Spirit grieved, with thousands
hurrying on to destruction, and (if Scripture be true) the day of the Lord at hand. How little is there of the mind
of Him Who, though He had no sin to weep for in Himself, yet made Himself a man of sorrows for others, and
wept over the city that was about to crucify Him.

But what has the world, with all the misery that is in it, to do with sorrow or looking for the things that are
coming on the earth? They "lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the
lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall." They "chant to the sound of the viol, and
invent to themselves instruments of music, like David;" they "drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with
the chief ointments; but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph" (Amos 6:4-6). This is not for want of
warning, but because it is either misread or despised altogether. The world is of a truth sitting in darkness, so
gross, that although the light shineth in the darkness, the darkness comprehendeth it not.

Such is the description which inspiration gives, whatever the world may think of its justice in the abundant
self-complacency with which every thing human and divine is now canvassed. And it would have been for the
Church, compactly knit together, to have been continuing the protest against all such delusion and error, by
reflecting, in the darkness around her, the light and spirit derived from her risen and exalted Head, Who Himself
in the days of His flesh also bore witness to the same. But, alas! how is the very name being brought into
disrepute and contempt among us, by the large and influential class who in the dread of what they call schism,
are turning to the stocks and stones of Rome itself rather than let go their unscriptural conceit of what the
ChurchÂ’s unity should be.

It is most true, for the sure word of prophecy declares it, that the Church is to be manifested as one, a visible
unity, one fold and one shepherd. But surely they who are living in the certain hope of seeing that blessed
consummation, need not be surprised at there being counterfeits in this as in meaner things, and still less be in
any danger of being beguiled by the man-millinery (as it has been not inaptly called) of such a thing as
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Tractarianism, into thinking its childish imitation and mimicry of what is to be, any realization of it.

In spite of all the overbearing clamor about apostolic succession, how is it possible for men, capable of
reflecting at all, to believe priests and things to be what they visibly are not? Or, to make them think that rood
screens and surplices are introducing, if not constituting, the unity which GodÂ’s people are panting to see?

Where are they to find in Scripture any value attached to such outside unity as this, when the Christian unity of
the inner serviceÂ—the only bond recognized thereÂ—is, as in this instance, broken by a Pharisaism which will
have nothing to do with others who, although loving the Lord Jesus in sincerity and seen to be walking in His
ways, may nevertheless be unable to yield implicit submission to what such masters in Israel pronounce to be
"the church," any more than to what councils have decided in bygone times, when men were as fallible as they
are now?

Is it not manifest, to the overturning of all such pretensions, that amidst His own chosen priesthood even in His
own Temple at Jerusalem where His presence had been seen in the cloud which filled it, a period arrived when
its oblations and assemblies became an abomination in GodÂ’s sight? "Your new moons and your appointed
feasts My soul hateth; they are a trouble unto Me; I am weary to bear them. Who hath required this at your hand
to tread My courts?" (Isa. 1:14,12).

And further, was it not when that Temple, which had itself been built by Divine command, was still standing in
all its completeness of ornament and observance, that the prophet in vision saw the glory of the LORD depart
from off the threshold of the house (Ezekiel 10:18), which house thereafter our Lord Himself declared to be "a
den of thieves"? What becomes, after such a warning, of the superstitious veneration now reviving for stoles
and consecrated chancels, and when to the last of His sojourn on earth, nothing was said of either priesthood
or building but that both should be overthrown as they are this day?

Then again, when the promised descent of the Holy Ghost took place, did not the sound as it were of a mighty
rushing wind sweep, as it might seem in scorn, past the antiquated walls where once the presence of Deity had
visibly been seen, and within which the "vain oblation" was still offered up by priests as properly accounted as
before, to rest in that "upper room, where abode" a humble band "with one accord in prayer and supplication,
with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and His brethren" (Acts 1:14)? Would that the Spirit which
thereafter animated these holy men were seen as visibly resting on the multitude of priests who claim
succession from them! Of this we may be assured, that where it is wanting in the individual no mere imposition
of hands will avail, even if the form could be proved to have been complied with more satisfactorily than it has
yet been, or can be.

O! when will men learn that it is the want of the "Spirit of Christ" among His professed followers which
constitutes the schism from Him and from each other so deeply to be deplored by us all, and how vain is the
attempt to find, as Rome thinks she has done, a substitute for it in the unity of a complacent ritual, however
perfect in its way? 
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