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The way it works in experience is something like this: The believing man is overwhelmed suddenly by a powerful feeling 
that only God matters; soon this works itself out into his mental life and conditions all his judgments and all his values. N
ow he finds himself free from slavery to man's opinions. A mighty desire to please only God lays hold of him. Soon he le
arns to love above all else the assurance that he is well pleasing to the Father in heaven. 
It is this complete switch in their pleasure-source that has made believing men invincible. So could saints and martyrs st
and alone, deserted by every earthly friend, and die for Christ under the universal displeasure of mankind. When, to inti
midate him, Athanasius' judges warned him that the whole world was against him, he dared to reply, "Then is Athanasiu
s against the world!" That cry has come down the years and today may remind us that the gospel has power to deliver m
en from the tyranny of social approval and make them free to do the will of God. 

I have singled out this one enemy for consideration, but it is only one, and there are many others. They seem to stand b
y themselves and have existence apart from each other, but it is only seeming. Actually they are but branches of the sa
me poison vine, growing from the same evil root, and they die together when the root dies. That root is self, and the Cro
ss is its only effective destroyer. 

The message of the gospel, then, is the message of a new creation in the midst of an old, the message of the invasion o
f our human nature by the eternal life of God and the displacing of the old by the new. The new life seizes upon the belie
ving man's nature and sets about its benign conquest, a conquest that is not complete until the invading life has taken ful
l possession and a new creation has emerged. And this is an act of God without human aid, for it is a moral miracle and 
a spiritual resurrection.

Prayer
Create in us, Lord God, a new life, one that has been created by Your mighty power. 
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