
General Topics :: If God knows the future...

If God knows the future... - posted by Sentry (), on: 2006/5/12 10:07
I was thinking (which is dangerous)

If God knows the future, and I believe He does...
then how, for example could a preacher be annointed on Sunday...and Monday commit Sin.

I know this sounds rather harsh...and it is purely hypothetical, but if God knows that a Man is going to Sin on Monday for
example...how can he have such an annointing on Sunday?

I realize that God is full of grace and mercy...but this just blows me away. The more I think about it the more I'm confuse
d.

Again, the above is just an example.

Any thoughts?

God Bless.

Re: If God knows the future..., on: 2006/5/12 12:43

Hi Sentry,

I have some thoughts on this.

First, let me refer you to a post by Compton (MC) in this thread.  It's third, on the first page.

 (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id10222&forum36) https://www.sermonindex.net/m
odules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=10222&forum=36

The way I see it is that God knows the hearts.  That doesn't mean it's ok to sin, if one has power not to sin, but, my own 
experience of understanding what Jesus died for, for me personally, has been a growing revelation of my sinfulness, rat
her than a diminishing one.

So, the fact that a person may be seen sinning, is not in itself a worry or a problem, as long as they intend to stop, and c
an be seen moving in that direction.  The most important thing is the person's inner relationship with God, in that they m
ust be engaging with Him.

If a person is engaging with God, He will use them for His glory.  They don't have to be outwardly perfect, as long as the
y are believing into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for their salvation, and genuinely seeking to please Him.

So yes, He knows some of the people who exercise gifts of the Spirit, and lead churches, are going to sin, but, He also k
nows what their heart-set is.

Having said that, the appearance of spiritual gifts can be deceptive.  God's nature will never change, and the word which
comes through the various speaking gifts (charismata = graces), must not be at variance with the spirit of scripture, in an
y detail.

However, it is surprising how God manages to speak through our very fallible attempts at  sharing our knowledge of Him
; because when the spirit of a person's offering is pure, their search for exactly the right words is much more a matter of f
aith that He can use what we choose, than an exact science.

And yes, I am suggesting that not all 'spiritual gifts' are from God.
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Re:, on: 2006/5/12 13:10
Boy... this is one of those questions that will make your head explode if you dont first wrap your head with duct tape.

When it comes to thing like this, it is impossible for any of us to give a clear correct answer. Why? Because who can kno
w the mind of God? None of us, to be sure.

I think it's perfectly acceptable to consider questions like this, but I would caution folks from spending a tremendous amo
unt of time and energy trying to find an answer. One day we will know everything there is to know... but for now we just h
ave to accept that God has not chosen to reveal everything to His for His own purposes.

And anyone who claims to have an true answer for your question is not being honest.

On that note... I have four sons. I know for a fact that as they grow up they will sin. I know that once in awhile one of the
m will break one of my tools. Does that mean I wont ever let them use my tools and learn how to fix things? No. I know 
my 1 yr old son will sass me. Does that mean I dont teach him to talk? My two older boys love to play football, but I know
between now and college they will end up at the emergency room after getting injured in a game. Does that mean I dont 
allow them to play?

And God knows we're all gonna sin. Does that mean He doesnt use us and teach us and guide us? Nope.

Krispy

Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2006/5/12 16:25
Well said Krispy.

Even the attempts at explanations can be wrought with problems and misunderstandings.

Maybe the ridiculously simple answer to this question and so many like it, is to just leave the future to God.

Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the da
y is the evil thereof.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2006/5/14 23:28
Well said and mind if I add one little bit? We humans like to place people on a pedestal who have blessed us and before
we know it we start to displace God with this other person which is idoltry. Methinks we need to see the humaness of gift
ed persons to prevent this from happening. Now when there is a blatant act of sin or a sinful lifestyle, you can mark it do
wn the man may be a false prophet. If this person blesses you, thank God, but know and live, that God is the ultimate au
thority and not what anyone else says.

ginnyrose

Re: If God knows the future... - posted by beenblake (), on: 2006/5/15 9:53
Dear Sentry,

We could ask the same question of all Christians, if they truly have been saved from sin and death, then why do any sin
? 

Obviously, we come to Christ because we discovered a problem within us. We were overcome with sin, and could not st
op by our own power. We could not save ourselves. We needed a deliverer, someone who could forgive us, and then tra
nsform us. When we are born again, Christ enters into us and does the work in us, which is then manifested externally. 

However, if this is true, if it is Christ in us that defeats sin, then why do Christians still sin? Why do they not walk without 
sin? Is because they are not Christian? If that was true, then who could possibly be saved? Is it because Christ is not str
ong enough? Certainly not!! He has all power and authority. Is it because our will is greater than God's power to work in 
us? If that is true, then what hope do we have for Heaven? Will we never be perfected?

Christ certainly is powerful enough to remove all our sins. When we were born again, we sacrificed our will to the Lord, a
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nd became one with Him. This is not a problem of will, because our will is for the Lord. What Christian ever says, "Yes, I 
sinned. I did it willingly." If it is our will to sin, then we never did repent of our sin, and never did give ourselves to Christ. 
A Christian falls into sin because they stumble due to a weak faith. They may consciously make the choice to sin, but th
eir heart was never to hurt the Lord. Rather, in that moment they fell weak. They stopped trusting in the Lord.

But how? Do we not have Christ who is all powerful? Why does any Christian fall weak? 

The answer is simple. Why does evil exist at all? It is because God allows it to exist. This is true for Christians too. We si
n because God allows us to sin. He does not deliver us into sin and He does not tempt us. However, He allows for us to 
be tempted, and He also allows for us to fall weak. There are times temptation comes knocking on the door, and Christ d
oes not give us the power to overcome. And so, we fall into sin. 

Why would God do this? There are several reasons, but the most important is this: God is keeping us humble. Imagine if
we had victory over sin every time. After awhile, we would forget we even needed Jesus. We would think too highly of o
urselves. We would begin to think we were God. Rather, the Lord allows sin as a form of discipline. He uses it to keep u
s in check. 

We walk by faith and this is key. Faith is a matter of trust. The Lord wants us to trust Him. He wants us to obey Him in fai
th. If the Lord says, "I want you to jump," then we will jump instantly not because we are forced, but because we know in
our heart God is asking this because He loves us. This is faith. We obey God in trust and love. 

Sometimes, our faith becomes weak and we don't even know it. We stop trusting in the Lord and start trusting in ourselv
es. This can especially happen after an awesome or great event such as an annointing. We are annointed on Sunday m
orning, and by Sunday night we think we are great in and of ourselves. We begin to think that we have glorified ourselve
s by our own power, rather than recognizing that our glory comes from God. We think, "by my work, I have earned this." 
We stop trusting in the Lord, and forget our need of Christ. And so, we sin on Monday. God rebukes us by not giving us 
victory over that sin, and disciplines us by allowing us to face the consequences of sin. 

I have met many Christians who experience this continually but don't even know it is God working in their life, including 
myself. I will see a Christian become weak in faith, fall into sin, and then be humbled. They repent and draw close to Go
d. This is how we grow in faith, through these trials and tests. 

In Hebrews 11:1, it says faith is the "conviction of thing not seen." The greek word for conviction used here is "Elegchos"
which means "a proof, that by which a thing is proved or tested." How is it that faith is proven? Our faith is proven throug
h tests and trials. Now, many people will be quick to point out that our faith is proven when we overcome tests and trials.
But, our faith in God is NOT proven when WE overcome, but rather when Christ overcomes. We trust in God more when
we face a trial and Christ is proven in us.

However, Christ cannot be proven in us if we think that we are doing the work. If our faith falls weak, and we think, "I hav
e the power to overcome sin" then God allows the sin to take us. Then, we face a second trial. Will we repent? Will we b
e humbled? Will we seek the Lord? 

And so, when we are faced with tests and trials such as sin, the true test is not whether we will sin or not. The true test is
whether we continually trust in Christ through the whole testing. If we don't sin, it is because Christ gave us the power. If 
we do sin, it is because we are being disciplined. If that is the case, will we trust in Christ? Will we give God the opportun
ity to forgive us and love us? Or will we deny God's love? 

I have seen many Christians sin, and refuse to accept God's forgiveness as if they didn't deserve it. They become trapp
ed in this pitiful state of rejection for months or years, falling farther and farther away from God. Sometimes, we can be r
eally stubborn and it can take a long time for us to be humbled again. However, Christ never gives up on us. The Lord is
continually calling us to repentance, so that we may draw near to Him. 

Revelation 3:19 (NASB)
Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 

We must becareful, however, because the Lord's discipline can be used against us by the Devil. Let us say the Lord allo
ws for us to fall into sin. The Devil will surely come and start to make us doubt our salvation. You will hear thoughts like, 
"You are worthless. Look how the Lord has blessed you, and what have you done!! You don't deserve to be saved. How 
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can God ever forgive you now."

We must always, always repent of our sin and accept God's forgiveness, even as Christians. We must always be humbe
. Additionally, it is always a good practice to ask God what He is trying to teach us. Ask Him to show us the problem we 
are having. The sins we see, like lust, are a sign of a bigger internal problem in our relationship with God. Thus, it is goo
d to ask God to reveal the sin in us, and ask Christ to continually change us. 

Jesus said in Luke 9:23, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follo
w Me."

He uses the word "daily." Every day we should die and be renewed in Christ. Even Paul said that he does this in 1 Corint
hians 15:31. Thus, everyday we should repent of our sins and give ourselves to Christ. Everyday, we should seek the Lo
rd. Everyday, we should call our for salvation. Our relationship is one of complete need of God. We should draw the sour
ce of our entire life from Him. We need Jesus to be our bread, our sustenance. In the model prayer, Jesus said we shoul
d ask God to give us our daily bread. Jesus said He is the bread of life. We need Jesus. Everyday, we should ask God f
or Jesus. 

You asked, "I know this sounds rather harsh...and it is purely hypothetical, but if God knows that a Man is going to Sin o
n Monday for example...how can he have such an annointing on Sunday?"

Is the answer not obvious. Because God loves us despite the fact we sin. He is willing to bless us even though we don't 
deserve it. He also disciplines us in love even though we don't listen. 

Isn't God awesome!!! God truly is our Father.

I hope this helps,

May the Lord bless you,

Blake

Re: If God knows the future, on: 2006/5/15 11:32
Hi beenblake,

I have noticed you put forward this thought before, and this time, I want to resist it, as I don't agree with it and I don't
think it's the answer to the question.

Quote:
-------------------------There are several reasons, but the most important is this: God is keeping us humble. Imagine if we had victory over sin every time
. After awhile, we would forget we even needed Jesus. 
-------------------------
'After awhile, we would forget we even needed Jesus.'

I don't think so, because there is plenty of condemnation going on in the Christian's life, too, which turns us towards the 
Lord all the time, to walk in the light, and trust His blood to be cleansing us from all sin (1 John 1:7), and to be refreshed 
in His presence.

I believe Romans 6.... that I have been baptised into His death - that 'our old man' was crucified and I can now walk in n
ewness of life.

My perception of what pleases God is changing all the time.  We are given victory over sin, according to Paul

1 Cor 15:56 
The sting of death  sin; and the strength of sin  the law.
57 But thanks  to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

but we still have to bring every thought, and every high thing which exalts itself against the knowledge of God in our lives
, into obedience to Christ.  Until that has been completed, we will continue to experience times (from moments to days) 
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when we know we have not yet brought an issue completely into the obedience of Christ.

According to Oswald Chambers, despite being saved, there are whole 'tracts of human nature' of which the believer is u
naware, which God will bring to his attention, to be brought into line with God's Spirit and God's will.  This might be calle
d 'putting off the old man' or, 'putting on the new man', but, all are in the doman of Christian living.  They are not a sign t
hat a person is not a Christian.

There may be some who tend immediately to a sin of pride, but taking pleasure in a job well done, or in earning enough t
o feed one's own family, are not in themselves to be stumblingblocks.  It is the love of money which is the root of all kind
s of evil.  Money, like a car, is a tool .... not an object of worship.

If we are worshipping God as we should, and breaking bread with fellow believers to remind us of Christ's death (when P
aul says we should judge ourselves that we be not judged - 1 Cor 11), then it should be as difficult for pride to overcome 
us through victory over sin, as it should be a constant wonder that we have come to know His power to save from sin.  

Called to worship the Lord in spirit and truth, also should cause us to bend the knees of our hearts to Him, and it should 
be a joy to do so, not, a climb-down scenario.

Dealing with pride as an issue, of course is valid and necessary.  Indeed, we will continue in sins until we understand ho
w to master them, but, God sees whether we are intending to master them, or just talking about it (maybe even in prayer
), hypocritically.

I agree too, that there is often what feels like a backlash (from the enemy) for victory - or a proving - a stress test - to see
if we truly understood the issues and really have decided not to fall again.

None of this is directly about 'God keeping us humble'.  It may well have the side-effect of God keeping us humble, but r
eally, it is about taking the promised land - every place that the sole of your foot shall tread shall be yours; it is about gro
wth, from children into young men - and for those who determine to keep growing - to become fathers, who know the Fat
her.

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2006/5/16 10:37
Dear dorcas,

I do not think we disagree, it seems that it is just a matter of words. The concept seems to be the same. I may be mistak
en, and you may need to clarify.

When I use the word "humble," I am speaking of this growth as you are in drawing closer to God (ie. being conformed to 
the image of God). The words I am using is speaking of an etching away of "self." God is constantly etching away at this 
thing called "self" which causes us to be selfish and prideful. Rather than accept Jesus, and submit to Him, we are seeki
ng our own way. If we were humble, we would submit. We would be obedient to Christ by nature.  

However, you are referring to this as "perception," so it seems. Your perception is the "self" God needs to change or etc
h away??

Indeed, we have victory over all sin. That was my whole point as established above. We have victory because we have 
submitted unto Christ and He has the power to conquer sin. We cannot conquer sin, but Christ can in us. Thus, because
Christ is our Lord, we have victory. Who can possibly stand against Him? No one, except our "self". 

Christ is our Lord and Master. He is the one who conquers sin in us. We cannot conquer sin by our own power. Rather, i
t must always be Christ in us that conquers sin. We have victory in Christ. 

However, if we do have victory, then why do we still sin? 

It seems to me that you are pointing out our failure to obey. However, the reason Christ saved us is because of our failur
e to obey. If we couldn't do it before we were saved, we should not be able to do it after we are saved. We were not sav
ed by works, and neither after salvation can we live by works. Rather, we live by faith.

However, you are correct to say we should obey. How can we then? Well, we must trust in Jesus. He is the one who do
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es all the work. He is the only one who can. We believe in Him. We put our faith in Him to give us victory and to be our L
ord. 

And so, when we don't have victory, is it because our will is corrupt? Is it because Christ isn't strong enough? is it becau
se we are disobedient? Or is it because we are lacking faith? 

Obviously, when we were born again, God's Spirit entered into us. Jesus lives in our heart. His perfect Spirit is in us. An
d so, when we fall into sin, it is because our faith is weak. We did not turn to Christ, seek out Christ, or trust in Christ. I s
uppose you might say "obey" but this word implies that the work is done by us. We obey. When I say "We have faith", it 
means the work is done by Christ, our part is only to believe in Him. The work of salvation and cleansing has and always
belongs to God. He makes us righteous. We can do nothing to make ourselves righteous.

We cannot work out our own salvation. We cannot work out our own growth. Is not Jesus our Lord? Is not God our gard
ener? If God is our gardener, and our God, then he determines how and when we grow. We cannot make ourselves gro
w. 

All we can do and should do is submit unto Christ so that He can work in us any way He wants. But what does this mean
? One could say we should "obey" Christ. And this certainly does suggest this. However, submission is not mere obedie
nce. Submission is about giving yourself over. It is a voluntary act. We do it willingly with pleasure and delight. 

Christ displayed the ultimate act of submission on the cross. He had all the power of the universe at His command, and 
yet He willingly submitted unto us. We took His life and killed Him. Never once did He give in to His own "self" but rather,
trusted in His Father. 

Likewise, our walk and growth with the Lord is the same. We continually have faith in Christ to give us victory over sin, to
be the Lord of our life, to control us and direct us, to love us and be good to us. We put our faith and trust in Him.

As such, we have victory over sin. Our sin can no longer keep us seperated from God. What keeps us seperated from G
od after salvation is not disobedience but rather our lack of faith. We didn't trust in Christ. 

In Christ,
Blake
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