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Shadowy Unreality

In the light of this it will be seen how empty and meaningless is the average church service today. All the means are in e
vidence; the one ominous weakness is the absence of the Spirit's power. The form of godliness is there, and often the fo
rm is perfected till it is an aesthetic triumph. Music and poetry, art and oratory, symbolic vesture and solemn tones combi
ne to charm the mind of the worshiper, but too often the supernatural afflatus is not there. The power from on high is neit
her known nor desired by pastor or people. This is nothing less than tragic, and all the more so because it falls within the
field of religion where the eternal destinies of men are involved. 
To the absence of the Spirit may be traced that vague sense of unreality that almost everywhere invests religion in our ti
mes. In the average church service the most real thing is the shadowy unreality of everything. The worshiper sits in a sta
te of suspended mentation; a kind of dreamy numbness creeps upon him; he hears words but they do not register, he ca
nnot relate them to anything on his own life-level. He is conscious of having entered a kind of half-world; his mind surren
ders itself to a more or less pleasant mood that passes with the benediction leaving no trace behind. It does not affect a
nything in his everyday life. He is aware of no power, no Presence, no spiritual reality. There is simply nothing in his exp
erience corresponding to the things that he heard from the pulpit or sang in the hymns.

Prayer
We do not want to live powerless lives, Lord. Instead, infuse us with Your power, give us Your presence.

Scripture
My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit&#146;s 
power.
Â—1 Corinthians 2:4
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