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The Sleeping Church
by Johnny Parks (jparks4christ@yahoo.ca); Belleville, Ontario

I believe the Church of this generation has fallen asleep; that we have given up on the Power of Jesus Christ thus the Cr
oss has lost its meaning. Even though we go to church and fellowship with other Christians we deny that God dwells wit
hin us. Our lives have begun to reflect the world and its activities. Our spirits are living in poverty. We have seen the cost
of picking up our crosses and we have run away because we donÂ’t want to nor are we ready to give up our lives. Yes, 
we have accepted Christ into our lives but we tell Him how itÂ’s going to beÂ… how we are going to live our own lives. 
We still go to church and engage in Bible studies but all of that has been planned into our lifeÂ’s routine. Instead of lettin
g God show us what we need work on in our lives we tell Him where we want Him to work on. We have planned out our l
ife and included God in it. But we reject Him if He wants to move in a way that affects the comforts of our life. To the out
side world we seem like Â“Christians with Good Intentions.Â”

The biggest enemy facing the church today is the dictatorship of the Routine. Routine has become Â“lordÂ” in the life of 
the church, programs are organized and the prevailing conditions are accepted as normal. Anyone can predict what Nex
t Sunday's Service will be and what will happen. This seems to be the most deadly threat in the church today. We come 
to a place in life where everything becomes a routine and nobody expects anything unusual from God. We talk with false
hope of church revival. Some even spend time in the Bible but not with God and we begin to complicate our spiritual live
s. I have no hesitation in saying that all the symptoms in the church today points to Christians doing things they should n
ot be doing - this is Sins of Commission and Sins of Omission. To be unaware of these sins is to be spiritually asleep.

These Sleeping Christians do two things that God must grieve over. One is that they control church affairs. We are dem
ocratic and if we do not like our pastor we give him a bounce or pray that he will get another call. And then when the tim
e comes we vote in whom we want and vote out whom we donÂ’t want in. Church People control church affairs because
they are intellectually, mentally and physically awake but they are morally and spiritually asleep and most people who ar
e asleep are those who control church affairs.

The Second thing Sleeping Christians do is set the standards for new Christians when you bring in a newly converted C
hristian. He or she automatically takes on the coloration, general mood around them pretty soon they are just like they ar
e and once again there are no good examples of the Christian life.

True Conversion means radical repentance, a changed life, conscious forgiveness of sin and a spiritual rebirth.

An unexamined Christian lies like an unattended rose garden. Luke 12:1-3, says, In the meantime, when an innumerabl
e multitude of people had gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His discipleÂ’s first 
of all, Â“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed,
nor hidden that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what yo
u have spoken in the ear of inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops".

These are some examples of the constituted means of faith and obedienceÂ’s, we sing this and do not know we are sing
ing it: Â“Trust and obey for thereÂ’s no other way but to be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey.Â” We sing that but we 
have sung it so long that we might as well sing mother goose rhymes, because we donÂ’t know nor believe what we are 
singing about!

I believe people are in a rote. This is repetition without feeling. If someday people would read the Scriptures and believe 
it and believe what is sung in the Christian Hymns, there would be a blessed spiritual revolution underway. But too many
are caught up in the rote, repeating without feeling, without meaning without wonder or happy surprises or expectations. 
In our services God cannot get in because we have taken control of everything that happens. Then when we are unable 
to see and sense the bondage we have to the rote we have fallen into a rut. Then after being in this spot for a long perio
d of time after many years the church becomes affiliated by dry-rot. This is best explained when the psychology of non-e
xpectation takes over and spiritual rigidity sets in, which is an inability to visualize anything better, a lack of desire for im
provement.
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If we truly call Him Lord of our life how dare we sit any longer in the rut! The Lord has called us to move on, not even the
Angel Gabriel could help them if they will not come out of it.

When we allow our jobs, our friends, our families and our entertainment to consume our lives and our personal goals the
n we become no different then the world and God cannot and will not work within our routine when we pencil him in. We 
wonder why the church today barely suffers from much persecution is because we have decided to only use words whe
n we feel is necessary and not when God of all creation feels necessary. If we as Christians had begun to believe in and
act in the power of the Holy Spirit as the Bible declares that we can than life on this earth would be different. God would 
be able to work among this earth more freely!! Christianity has become nothing more than a mere industry we make albu
ms of Praise to God and Put a High Price on it. We donÂ’t trust that through the spreading of our gifts that God would bl
ess us for sharing them we would rather rely on our own (the world's way) of living. Camps and Colleges and Universitie
s cost the same and more than worldly Educational Institutions.

The funniest thing about our spiritual life is that North and South America has the most advantage to access every spirit
ual biblical book published on every adversity the Christian faith suffers from but yet we are in the most spiritual warfare.
People in Africa are feeling a great movement and God is recruiting missionaries over there because the people from th
ose countries are listening and believing and doing what they are being taught and what God is laying on their heart. Th
ey have it worse off then we do: they suffer from poverty and disease and yet they never worry about tomorrow.

How do we get to Spiritual AwakeningÂ…Â…Â…Â…Â…Â…..

Examine yourself and your lifestyle...What comes out of your mouth, would you tell Christ the same dirty jokes that you t
ell your buddies?, do you gossip?, do you judge other Christians?, do you pour yourself with earthly pleasures or do you 
occupy your mind with heavenly things?, what are we doing to help save the lost?... Think about them - they are dying o
ut there and we are responsible for their lives, their blood is on our hands and we will have to answer to that one day for 
we too will go through the Judgment and there will be many things that we didnÂ’t do that God asked us to do, that our h
earts didnÂ’t care while we were still living on the earth. We're not on this earth for our careers, we're not on earth just to
start a family or have a brand new car, we're not here to party or get depressed about life. We're not here for our own se
rvice but for ChristÂ’s service we are His servantsÂ…

Realize where we are and repent, we are sinners who donÂ’t obey the WordÂ… Repent and come out of the world my fr
iends if you donÂ’t realize this now well then God help youÂ…..

Christ didnÂ’t hang on the cross for your enjoyment... what does the cross mean to you anymore and are you willing to p
ick up your cross again and carry it?

Pray and fast, go alone somewhere with God and meditate on His Word allow Him to break you and rewrite your life. Do
you want to know who the real church is?; the real church is those who show up for every prayer service.

Where are you right now and where does your faith stand and do you really have a lot going for you in Christianity to rea
lly keep you there and if not whatÂ’s keeping you from giving up?

Where is your focus? Is it on your job and if your making enough money to pay your bills or put gas in the car or what yo
u will wear on your outing or if your showing enough flesh to attract the right person or the right emotional desire? Where
are you my child of God? Are you lost right now? If you are get alone in your room and put your heart in the right spot yo
u can be sure God will show up. Cry out to Him, HeÂ’s been waiting to hear from you.

Re:  The Sleeping Church - posted by Psalm118 (), on: 2006/6/28 7:12
Well said Brother.

May the Lord make all of our Hearts perfect toward Him.
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