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~You Cannot Be Tested Beyond Your Ability~
Zac Poonen

1 Corinthians 10:13 is a glorious verse. There is a tremendous comfort in it for all of us. It says, "God is faithful, Who will 
NOT ALLOW YOU TO BE TEMPTED BEYOND WHAT YOU ARE ABLE, but with the temptation (trial) will provide the w
ay of escape also, that you may be able to endure it." People often say that they are going through unbearable trials and
sorrows. That may perhaps be true for the children of Adam; but it is certainly not true for the children of God - for God w
atches carefully over every trial and temptation that comes their way. Satan and those who hate us, may desire to troubl
e us in many ways. But they can't get at us without God's permission. Even in the Old Testament, Satan realised that Go
d had put a hedge around Job, so that no evil could touch him. Satan told God, "Hast Thou not made a hedge about Job
and his house and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have in
creased in the land."(Job 1:10). But, for Job's sanctification, God allowed that hedge to be opened up just a little, and Sa
tan was permitted to attack him. The extent of the opening in the hedge was however determined by God. It was opened
a little bit initially (Job 1) and a little more later on (Job 2). The Sabeans and the Chaldeans who stole Job's property had
all come through the opening that God had made in that hedge. "And the Sabeans attacked and took them. They also sl
ew the servants with the edge of the sword..... The Chaldeans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and t
ook them and slew the servants with the edge of the sword."(Job 1:15,17). The storm that blew down the house on Job's
children, also came through that same opening in the hedge. The opening however was not wide enough for disease to 
come through to attack Job's body. But later, when God opened up the hedge a little more, disease too could come thro
ugh and afflict Job. Job didn't realise initially that God was in control of everything that was going on. He realised it much
later (at the end of the story). But we can't blame him, for he did not have the written Scriptures, as we have. 

But now we have the Word of God to show us Who controls the opening in the hedge. The hedge is actually God Himsel
f as a wall of fire around us. "For I will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the glory in her midst, says the Lord" (Zec
hariah 2:5). But, as we read in the Old Testament about Elisha's servant, our eyes are often blind and we don't see the 
wall of fire that surrounds us. Elisha however saw it and so he had no fear. "Now when the attendant of the man of God (
Elisha)had risen early and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said 
to him, 'Alas, my master! What shall we do?' So he answered, 'Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than thos
e who are with them.' Then Elisha prayed and said, 'O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.' And the Lord opene
d the servant's eyes, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha."(2 Ki
ngs 6:15-17). The servant was terrified because he couldn't see what Elisha saw. When Elisha prayed for him, his eyes 
were opened. Then he came to rest. We need to have our eyes opened too. God knows when to close up the hedge too
. He controls our circumstances very carefully and exactly, according to our spiritual capacity and according to our eager
ness to press on to His highest. When we are spiritually immature and weak, God won't allow us to be tempted by any m
assive temptation. Neither will He allow Satan to attack us too violently. At the same time, if God sees that we are not int
erested in His purpose for our lives, He will allow us to have an easy way through life. The loss will then be ours in eterni
ty. 

It was because Job was one of God's chosen servants that God allowed him to face such intense suffering. God won't al
low that in everyone's life, for few have matured to the place where they can bear it. Very few are interested in such spiri
tual maturity, in any case. Jesus was taken by His Father through every possible temptation that we can ever face. It wa
s thus that He became perfect. See Hebrews 4:15 : "For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathise with our w
eaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin." Look at Hebrews 5:7-9 as well : "In t
he days of His flesh, when He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to Him who was able 
to save Him from death, and who was heard because of His piety. Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from t
he things which He suffered; and having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal
salvation". That's how Jesus completed His education as a man and became perfect. There is no other way for us to be 
perfect either. The fact that God won't ever allow us to be tempted or tried beyond our ability is the reason why we can b
e sure that we can live in victory ALL THE TIME. If it were not for God's guarantee given to us in 1 Corinthians 10:13, we
could not have had such confidence. God guarantees that every trial and temptation that comes our way is conquerable.
Why then do we fall? Because we don't take the way of escape that God offers us in each trial and temptation. 
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What is that way of escape? It is to HUMBLE OURSELVES - even to the death of the cross, as Jesus did. "And being fo
und in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross."(
Phil.2:8) This is the narrow way to the abundant life, that few find. Pride is so deeply rooted in the flesh, that few find this
glorious way of humility - or even understand what it means to humble oneself. This is indeed a mystery - but God will re
veal it to all who are wholehearted. We may think that it is the pressures of life that make life unbearable for us. Actually,
it is our pride - the high thoughts that we have about ourselves - that make life difficult. I have meditated on this at times,
when I have had to travel in a crowded, unreserved compartment in a train. Not having a seat to sit on, I've had to sit on 
the floor in a corner, or at times to stand. The compartment is packed with people and luggage, right at the starting statio
n. It gets worse at each station along the way, with more people and more luggage coming in. The pressure constantly i
ncreases. And then I've thought, "If only I could become the size of an ant here, there would be no more pressure on me
." I find the pressure too much, because of my size as a human being. A fatter man would certainly find it worse! It all de
pends on our size. An ant however, would find that crowded compartment quite spacious, and wouldn't be complaining a
bout the pressure at all. That anyway, is the answer spiritually. When the pressure increases from the outside, if I can be
come smaller and smaller in my own eyes, the pressure eases and gradually disappears. God desires to reduce us. He 
has to reduce us to NOTHING in our own estimation, before He can fulfil His purpose through us. 

Why, for example, do we get offended with others? Isn't it because we have a high opinion about ourselves and about o
ur rights? We feel that people are not giving us the respect that we deserve, or perhaps that they are taking away our rig
hts. We feel hurt when people speak evil about us behind our backs. It is our bloated pride that causes us such suffering
. Prick that balloon of pride and when we are truly deflated, we'll find that there is no pressure at all. That is the secret. M
ay God open our eyes to see it. While people around us are complaining about a thousand-and-one things, we will have 
no complaints whatsoever - because we have taken the way of escape, of humbling ourselves. 

Re: Suffering - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/1/23 3:51
~The Five "Enfolded" Ministry of God~ 
John Enslow

"For of Him and through Him and to Him, are all things, to whom be glory forever." Romans 11:36 NKJ 

"For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. (For all things originate with Him and come from Him; all things
live through Him, and all things center in and tend to consummate and to end in Him.) To Him be all the glory forever. A
men so be it." Romans 11:36 Amplified Bible 

~All is in the palm of God's hand. Every aspect of life and relationship is simply interaction with Him. When I see the smil
e of the store clerk my true interaction isn't with the store clerk, it's with the Lord. And a curt word on the highway is agai
n His touch. 

It's all Him. It's all God. He uses each of these catalysts to stimulate us to relationship with Himself ....through strife, thro
ugh acceptance, through what appears to be good or bad. 

"The circumstances of a saint's life are ordained of God. In the life of a saint there is no such thing as chance. God by Hi
s providence brings you into circumstances that you cannot understand at all but the Spirit of God understands...All your
circumstances are in the hand of God, therefore never think it strange concerning the circumstances you are in." 

Oswald Chambers (My Utmost for His Highest - November 7th) 

My entire universe is in His hand and there is nothing that happens outside of that place. He doesn't set me down and le
ave me and then come back to pick me up. Every stimulus that comes at me is really His loving prod. The painful aspect
s create need of Him so that I clutch harder. The affirming pats on the back may be His pleasured stroke. 

I am enfolded in His hand. All my activity is cupped within His palm and beneath His fingers. Where can I escape Him? "
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If I ascend into heaven, You are there. If I make my bed in hell, behold You are there." If I could but still my frantic fight, I
'm sure I could see the ridges of His fingerprints. If I could see everything as His fingers rather than obstructions to my a
chievement, I would learn to trust and rest with the warmth of His heart emanating from the center of His palm. And I wo
uld be in the center of His will. 

In Ruth we see that there are no "mere coincidences" in the lives of God's people; His fingerprints can be found on seem
ingly the most trivial events. 

As I live in the Father's palm, His clutch can seem painfully uncomfortable. He is constantly maneuvering me with His fin
gers using humans, events and circumstances. Ultimately it is all to get me into relationship with Him. 

And He is so patient - frighteningly so. He will take years to do it. My impatience is no match for His patience. He will win
. The ultimate goal, to lay down quiet and still in His enfolding. The way is through exhausting struggles to escape. 

How can God be omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent? All, powerful, all knowing and always present. God is that bi
g. He is so immense as to be intimately involved with every aspect, every event, every thing in my life. I sit in the palm of
His hand. 

The world isn't out of control. The earth doesn't axis on a thread knocked easily off its course. God is the master of it all. 

"Receive every inward and outward trouble, every disappointment, pain, uneasiness, temptation, darkness and desolatio
n, with both thy hands, as a true opportunity and blessed occasion of dying to self, and entering into a fuller fellowship wi
th thy self-denying, suffering Savior. Look at no inward or outward trouble in any other view; reject every other thought a
bout it, and then every kind of trial and distress will become the blessed day of thy prosperity. That state is best, which e
xercises the highest faith in and fullest resignation to God." 

William Law (1686-1761) 

Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2004/1/23 4:59
Thank you.
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