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Another Question for Arminians - posted by lovegrace, on: 2006/11/5 22:15
Free will.  Where is that in the bible?

I see Philemon 1:14 where it say 'free will' in the NASB but 'willingly' in the KJV.

Where is free will in the bible, just curious?

Even Calvinists can speak. I don't say I'm a Calvinist cause I don't fully understand what it entails, but just thought that th
is is something interesting to touch on.  I have no answer, other than "Its not fully in the bible" (No real doctrine can be m
ade of it)

Which, could easily change after this discussion.

Re: Another Question for Arminians - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2006/11/5 22:59
Free will is mans and Satan's try at proving God either being not fair, or surely God know's you will be like God and
wants to keep it from you.

The words will of God occur in 300 verses, including 22 exact phrase matches shown first: 

Mar 3:35 For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother.

Act 13:36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his
fathers, and saw corruption:

Rom 1:10 Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come
unto you.

Rom 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what  that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Rom 15:32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed.

1Cr 1:1 Paul, called  an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes  brother,

2Cr 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy  brother, unto the church of God which is at Cori
nth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

2Cr 8:5 And , not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

Gal 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of God a
nd our Father:

Eph 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Chri
st Jesus:

Eph 6:6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

Col 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timotheus  brother,

Col 4:12 Epaphras, who is  of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

1Th 4:3 For this is the will of God,  your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:
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1Th 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

2Ti 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,

Hbr 10:36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.

1Pe 2:15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:

1Pe 3:17 For  better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

1Pe 4:2 That he no longer should live the rest of  time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

1Pe 4:19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls  in well doing, as u
nto a faithful Creator.

1Jo 2:17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

Where is the will of man?   Jhn 1:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God.

2Pe 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake  moved by the Holy Ghos
t.

The only conceivable free will of man is, we choose to sin and not to choose God.  Christ is the will of God.  Christ in you
the Hope of Glory is the Will of God.  Believing in the Name of Jesus Christ unto salvation is the will of God.   

Jam 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,  easy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

Christ is our wisdom, this is also the will of God.   1 Corinthians 1:27-30  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the w
orld to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; A
nd base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

In Christ: Phillip

Re: Another Question for Arminians - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/6 4:28
Lovegrace asked...

Quote:
-------------------------Where is free will in the bible, just curious?

-------------------------

The example given to us in the first man Adam.  He was given the power of self-determination.  God however did not giv
e him or you or I the "right of self-determination."

A.W. Tozer teaches on this precept

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/visit.php?lid=2398

In Christ
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Jeff

Re: Another Question for Arminians - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/6 4:35
There are neither Calvinist or Armenianist in Scriptures...only disciples of Christ.  Do not follow the teachings of men for t
hey are imperfect and will always miss the mark. 

The Holy Spirit will teach you through Scripture.  This is the promise of the New Covenant.

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2006/11/6 5:57
we often want an it all figured out dont we? armenians and calvanist...god only have one sort of people.... holy.... show 
me one man that have a 100% doctrine in all his ways..there is none, calvanist armenian fundamental....call it what you 
want i follow jesus...i belive every word in the bible...i dont understand everything, but i dont have to understand it all..... i
do know i understand as much as i need to, and i will understand as much as the holy spirit reveals to me.... its intresting
to look at calvanist and armenian doctrine.... but they are just something to prove some points to some other people who
disagree on what the bible says... God says what he meens and meens what he says... 

Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2006/11/6 6:00
about the free will...some things i struggled whit before was...if god  choose you to be a part of his bride even before he 
made the earth....... what part had you in that chooise? can we choose to undo what god decided and elected long befor
e the earth even was made...?

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2006/11/6 18:41
Christinyou,

You didn't answer my question.  I asked about FREE WILL, NOT God's will.

The rest of you except rookie seem to have some kind of anger or something, I'm just curious on different perspectives.  
I'm more willing to receive a correction and amend my ways (having done so already from Leaning to Armin, to leaning t
o Calvin) Non-the-less Christ is King and that's all that matters, but I still have a 'curiousity itch'.

Rookie.  That's an interesting example.  

But, I pose something back instead.  When you watch a movie.  In a movie, does any actor 'choose' anything?

Just a thought.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/7 0:44
lovegrace wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------But, I pose something back instead.  When you watch a movie.  In a movie, does any actor 'choose' anything?

-------------------------

1Pet. 1:20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you...

Tozer writes something to the effect that before God created man, He had already provided the means of salvation for m
an.  In the Scripture above, I see it as God's provision for mankind.  

In other words, Christ was foreordained as the source for salvation, not the individual person.  It is only through faith that
we are taught by Christ to know "His life."  This "life" is the script of the movie.  Each actor behaves differently, yet in tim
e, finds the unity of faith, because it is Christ who is revealing Himself to us.  We begin to see the truth that delivers us fr
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om what holds us in bondage to the old man.  And thus, the plot of the movie reveals the means of salvation...

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2006/11/7 17:53
Rookie.  You didn't answer my question, instead, restated what I said in your own words.

Please, bluntly answer the question, and provide 2 scriptures because I got lost on your answer to my question that you 
quoted.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/7 19:49
Lovegrace wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------Rookie. You didn't answer my question, instead, restated what I said in your own words.
-------------------------

I did answer your question, but not from a worldy perspective but a biblical...

Job 36:7-14

"He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous; but they are on the throne with kings, for He has seated them foreve
r, and they are exalted, and if they are bound in fetters, held in the cords of affliction, then He tells them their work and th
eir transgressions--that they have acted defiantly.  He also opens their ear to instruction, and commands that they turn fr
om iniquity.  If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in properity, and their years in pleasures.  But if they
do not obey, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge.  But the hypocrites in heart store up w
rath; they do not cry for help when He binds them.  They die in youth, and their life ends among the perverted persons.  
He delivers the poor in their affliction, and opens their ears in oppression..."

This is the script according to Scripture.  Look for what God does and what is required of man.  

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2006/11/9 17:49
A old aged man walked down the street and said 'Where is the local gas station or concenince store?'  The young man r
eplied to him, "Stores are stupid, they make you spend too much money on what you need."

The man asked again, "Where is the local gas station or anything of that nature, I need something there.?"   Again the y
oung man replied, "Your not understanding sir, that place is expensive."

Rookie, I know that 'parable' isn't infallable.  Your your the young arrogant man.  If you want to point a finger back at me.
 Feel free. I won't refute you.

But I asked a simple thing from you.  You gave me a different answer according to your own heart.  Avoiding my questio
n.

That older man wanted a simple answer from the lad.  But he didn't get it.  That's disrespect.

If I've in any way, discerned wrongly. May the Lord expose my sin before my own conscience and eyes.

I wasn't asking for a debate or a 'beating around the bush' answer.

Can you speak plainly, as I've plainly asked?  Or do you keep a religious robe on? (It's a question, If any answer inside o
f you swells up.  That's a reality check and you need to get your heart right before God.  Why?  Because, if my discernm
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ent was truly wrong, then my words would have NULL effect.)

Brother.  To give you another example, so you don't think I'm trying to 'pick a fight'.  I'll quote some of Jesus' words.

Matt. 7:9-10 (NASB)
9  "Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?

 10  "Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? 

Brother. Your that person.

Also, it seems I maybe in the wrong thread, asking this question (about a question to Arminians) because that other one 
Philogos started, seems to pertain to that.

I'm praying for you brother.

Re: - posted by PTywama3 (), on: 2006/11/9 20:37

Quote:
-------------------------Brother. Your that person.
-------------------------

Dear elder, Rookie answered honestly, and in what appeared to me to be proper fashion.

If a man were to ask me how a note is sounded from a trumpet, you ask for me to answer you simply.  Yet if I know the u
nderlying truth to it, there is a subtlety that must be examined.

I could say a trumpet makes sound because somebody blows into it - yet this answer is as flawed to a person who seek
s to understand as if I were to sell him a drydocked boat with a hole in it as if it works properly.  To compare the boat to t
hat trumpet in greater detail, the engine still runs, but that doesn't mean it will float.

No, the sound of a trumpet is generated by the vibrations it makes as air passes through it.  The pitch of the sound is par
tially dictated by a great many variables involving the air stream, which is why a controlled level of air is necessary in ord
er to play a trumpet with any level of bearability.  To a person who wishes to understand, this is vital information.  To a p
erson who wants to know that you have to blow into a trumpet, it is absolutely worthless.

I am sorry, dear elder, that you took offense to Rookie's post.  It is not an easy topic, and quite honestly, we take on the 
assumption that those coming for answers are willing to invest a deal of patience and effort into considering those same 
answers.

Let me try a slightly different approach:

........................................

Joshua assumed that there was a choice man could make... but Joshua was a man and not (apparently at the time) spe
aking in the name of the Lord.

Jos 24:15  And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods wh
ich your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. 
(emphasis mine)

Yet if predestination is complete, then this act was set in motion, and Joshua was meant to fulfill its portion before he ev
er spoke, making the words roughly meaningless.  Every man would do as he was destinted to in a cosmic play, with no 
respect to chosen part, form, or interpretation.  Because it was not spoken by a prophet, the words are not dictatorial.

...................
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Maybe these would be better answers for you, for their inconclusiveness is by suggestion of the reverse posibility (that t
hey had the ability to do what God had not wanted them to do, and thus, choose):

Exo 7:13  And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said.  

Deu 2:30  But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made 
his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day. 

Yet here is another verse with similar phrasing that is again suggestive of the opposite of free will being a viable medium
:

Isa 63:17  O LORD, why hast thou made us to err from thy ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy s
ervants' sake, the tribes of thine inheritance. 

......................

*Note: the entirety of the following is meant to represent a singular line of thinking.  As it is, I am postulating a series of s
pecific and related points without regard to "proper" theology or (to some extent) its correct notations.  This means that I 
don't believe all statements below are theologically sound.  I do this for the purpose of making it somewhat easier to follo
w, which can be a trick with the way I write, anyway.  It is supposed to be a working reason and, I repeat, not line-by-line
quotable.*

The concept of free will is, roughly speaking, one of preferred logic.  There is no great way around that point.  We know t
hat God is capable of reaching in and influencing men.  The best verse in the bible besides in which someone dies to thi
s point (within my knowledge) is Ezra 1:1:

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the L
ORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also
in writing, saying, 

The book of Jonah is also somewhat exemplary in demonstrating the fact that God will influence men.  When Jonah diso
beyed God, a great deal of trouble was set out to rally him.

Yet 2nd Peter suggests that that troubling is not for God's benefit, but for man's.

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, n
ot willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
(emphasis mine)

If his unwillingness for any to perish means that some will, either God is a masochist or He upholds himself to a complet
ely different (and in some ways less severe) set of standards than He does man, in the light of God's hand guiding every
nuance of existence.

In other words, God will not judge Himself by the same methods which He would call us unclean.  It is fair for him to puni
sh those without fault other than by His dictum whereas a forced penalty is inversely commanded us inexcusable: 

Lev 19:18  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighb
or as thyself: I am the LORD. 

This is repeated again -- Mat: 5:43, 19:19, 22:39, Mar 12:31 (cf previous) Luk 10:27 (same) Rom 13:9, Gal 5:14, Jam 2:
8 

This altogether, in the (opposite) view that God maintains consistency with His judgement of man and His own righteous
ness (not altered by a literal hypocracy or self-injury on the emotional level), is the greatest suggestion of free will in the 
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bible.

--As I said earlier, it is a complex topic with complex answers.  There is no easy way through a mess that our forefathers
had every right to lay open.  The fact that we have not yet resolved it speaks highly of its complexity and/or our stubborn
ness.  This is not a debate for simple thoughts, as often simple thoughts are what stir from it such discontent.  There is n
o great "yes/no" easy answer for this one.

.............................

I know I'm stepping on toes, please know that, all ye who respond.  I also know that some of y'all probably won't finish re
ading before responding or quitting, and I most likely have put off our dear elder who asked this question quite possibly 
without knowing it resembles a can of used chew to a great many who tread here.  I also most definitely have not read al
l the other discussions on this same topic.  I am sorry, but some part of me still forces me to hit that "submit" button.

Re: Another Question for Arminians - posted by SteveNoel (), on: 2006/11/9 21:08
As far as I'm aware the term "free-will" is not in the Bible. I believe the term was actually coined by the early church fathe
rs. I think they use the term to refer to the concept that is in the Scripture. Similar to the word Trinity.

Steve

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/10 1:36
I am sorry lovegrace for not spending more time explaining how I believe that my answer "fits" with your question.  

I have found that Scripture speaks for itself and that the greatest testimony of God's grace is found by the individual whe
n he or she learns from that Scripture.  Men can write reams of thoughts, yet without Scripture, it is a fruitless endeavor. 

I have found that the book of Job is a collection of scripts or screen plays that play out every day in the lives of men and 
their God.  This book is the oldest book of the Bible.  It contains many different examples of how God works in the lives 
of men.  The Scripture that I posted previously speaks about man's response to God's call.

Job 36:7-14

"He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous; but they are on the throne with kings, for He has seated them foreve
r, and they are exalted, and if they are bound in fetters, held in the cords of affliction, then He tells them their work and th
eir transgressions--that they have acted defiantly.  He also opens their ear to instruction, and commands that they turn fr
om iniquity.  If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in properity, and their years in pleasures.  But if they
do not obey, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall die without knowledge.  But the hypocrites in heart store up w
rath; they do not cry for help when He binds them.  They die in youth, and their life ends among the perverted persons.  
He delivers the poor in their affliction, and opens their ears in oppression..."

In the first verse, the Holy Spirit declares that God does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous.  He Himself has place
d the righteous on thrones with kings...He is the source of grace sufficient for salvation.    

You see, we who confess Christ, have been given all things necessary for salvation.  Paul writes, 

1Cor. 1:4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus,  5 that yo
u were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge,  6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirme
d in you,  7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The fact that it is God who gives freely of Himself so that we might know Him and come near to Him, it is this truth, that i
s able to free us from the corruption of the old man.  So in terms of the "script" that you point to, this is how I see the con
tent of that script. 
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Now you ask about the actor and his responsibility to follow that script.  This is how I see it according to Scripture..  goin
g back to Job...

" and if they are bound in fetters, held in the cords of affliction, then He tells them their work and their transgressions--th
at they have acted defiantly. "

Here we find that the Holy Spirit says that God tells those who are His, how they are sinning against Him.  

This is also part of the Script...yet now it involves the response to God's revelation to the individual.  It is God who tells u
s how we displease Him.  

The next part of the script declares that we have the power of self-determination...

 He also opens their ear to instruction, and commands that they turn from iniquity.  If they obey and serve Him, they shall
spend their days in properity, and their years in pleasures.  But if they do not obey, they shall perish by the sword, and th
ey shall die without knowledge.  

This, I believe is an example given to us in Scripture of what man calls "free will.'

And then the final part of the script, the climax if you will...

But the hypocrites in heart store up wrath; they do not cry for help when He binds them.  They die in youth, and their life 
ends among the perverted persons.  He delivers the poor in their affliction, and opens their ears in oppression..."

This is just one example found in Scripture...here is another found in the book of Job...

Job 34

22 	There is no darkness nor shadow of death
	Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 
23 	For He need not further consider a man,
	That he should go before God in judgment. 
24 	He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry,
	And sets others in their place. 
25 	Therefore He knows their works;
	He overthrows them in the night,
	And they are crushed. 
26 	He strikes them as wicked men
	In the open sight of others, 
27 	Because they turned back from Him,
	And would not consider any of His ways, 

Again, do you see that God gives the power of self determination to man in this section of Scripture?

God Bless
In Christ
Jeff

Page 8/10



Scriptures and Doctrine :: Another Question for Arminians

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/10 2:22
Job 34

22     There is no darkness nor shadow of death
 Where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves. 
23        For He need not further consider a man,
 That he should go before God in judgment. 
24        He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry,
 And sets others in their place. 
25  Therefore He knows their works;
    He overthrows them in the night,
   And they are crushed. 
26    He strikes them as wicked men
   In the open sight of others, 
27  Because they turned back from Him,
   And would not consider any of His ways, 

In this section of Scripture we find that it is God who determines the place and time of men.  

24        He breaks in pieces mighty men without inquiry,
 And sets others in their place.   

So in terms of the screen play, it is God who determines the circumstances that men find themselves part of.  This remin
ds me of another Scripture found in Acts 17

24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made 
with hands.  25 Nor is He worshiped with menÂ’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath
, and all things.  26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has d
etermined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,

So the screen play, that is the people and the set is determined by God.  Yet there is more...

Again from the book of Job sited above...

26    He strikes them as wicked men
   In the open sight of others, 
27  Because they turned back from Him,
   And would not consider any of His ways, 

This section of Scripture again points to the fact that God has given man the "power of self-determination."  In the exam
ple above we find that these particular kings chose to turn "back from Him, and would not consider any of His ways."

Now again going back to Acts 17, what does Scripture say about the 'power of self determination?"

 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their 
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,  27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they mi
ght grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 

What does the Holy Spirit say here?  "so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and fi
nd Him, though He is not far from each one of us."

The mighty men spoken of in Job were given this choice, yet the Holy Spirit states that they chose to walk away from Hi
m and would not consider any of His ways...

Do you see that God has given man the power of self determination, but not the "right of self determination?'

In Christ
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Jeff

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2006/11/10 17:07
David, please don't call me an 'elder'.  I strive to have no look what-so-ever of the Pharsees (not saying your calling me 
one, but I just hate 'titles', nor am I an actual 'elder' by man.)

I wasn't trying to be 'mean' in anyway, if it did come across that way, I'm indeed sorry.

I will re-read your guys posts again, due to, I'm tired, (just got off of work).

May God richly bless you both.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2006/11/11 7:25
Lovegrace,

Most of the time now I write during my breaks at work from 12 midnight to 8 am...so I might not be a sharp or
considerate, or patient, or etc..

Quote:
-------------------------But, I pose something back instead.  When you watch a movie.  In a movie, does any actor 'choose' anything?

-------------------------

To go along with this question,   The movie is a completed project.  Those actors who obey get their paycheck.  Those a
ctors who do not obey get the pink slip...

In Christ
Jeff
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