
Scriptures and Doctrine :: Question concerning God's Agape love

Question concerning God's Agape love - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/4 10:51
Does God have Agape love for all people?

Please explain why he does or please explain why not?

Thank you.

Re: Question concerning God's Agape love - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/4 21:45
I am just replying to keep this topic active.  I would appreciate your responses.

Thank you.

Re: Question concerning God's Agape love - posted by Logic, on: 2006/12/4 22:02
No, God sais He hates the wicked.

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/5 9:54
Psalm 11:4-6 (ESV)

 4The LORD is in his holy temple;
   the LORD's throne is in heaven;
   his eyes see, his eyelids test, the children of man.
5The LORD tests the righteous,
   but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.
6Let him rain coals on the wicked;
   fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.

That is what I was thinking as well.

But how does this impact John 3:16?
John 3:16 (ESV)

 16"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have etern
al life.

Re: - posted by daniel- (), on: 2006/12/5 11:06

Quote:
-------------------------No, God sais He hates the wicked.
-------------------------

So, who is wicked?
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Re: - posted by Logic, on: 2006/12/5 13:37

Quote:
-------------------------JaySaved wrote:
But how does this impact John 3:16?
John 3:16 (ESV)
-------------------------

He loves as His creation, however, He hates who it has become.

Quote:
-------------------------daniel- wrote:
So, who is wicked?
-------------------------

They who practises evil.

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/5 13:43
Logic,

So you are saying that God has Agape love for all people, but hates what has become of them?

Please explain in more detail.

Re: Question concerning God's Agape love - posted by JWENT, on: 2006/12/5 14:01
It is scriptual that God hates the unbeliever:

Rom 9:13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

Psa 5:5  The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity. 

Psa 11:5  The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth. 

But at the same time the Bible teaches that God loves all men:

Joh 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life. 

Rom 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

I personally believe this Love God has towards mankind is compared to the common and effectual call of men:

Mat 22:14  "For many are called, but few are chosen." 

I believe that God loves the wicked, unbeliever in a different way that He loves His elect. If He truly hated the unbeliever
why would He grant anything to them in the way of common grace. God is sovereign over all things. Us humans, our
finite minds cannot conprehend His love and hatred towards mankind, we cannot discern and define what His divine
love and hatred is.

Isa 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
jwent@sbcglobal.net
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Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/5 16:11
JWENT,

So you say that God has Agape Love towards some people but not all people?

Re: Question concerning God's Agape love - posted by philologos (), on: 2006/12/8 9:54

Quote:
-------------------------Does God have Agape love for all people?

Please explain why he does or please explain why not?
-------------------------

God IS agape. He cannot be NOT-agape.  God can love and hate at the same time.  There is no temper in God's attitud
es toward his creation but settled states.  

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/8 15:44

Quote:
-------------------------God IS agape. He cannot be NOT-agape. God can love and hate at the same time. There is no temper in God's attitudes toward his
creation but settled states.
-------------------------

Can the Agape God have mercy on one person but not have mercy on another and still be Agape?

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2006/12/8 16:43
I say this in the context of God rightfully casting an unbeliever in Hell:  

God is Agape Love.  Does God show (or exhibit) this Agape Love to all men equally?  

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/1/16 10:25
I am sorry.  I can't let this die.  I am honestly curious and seeking an answer to this question.

I keep hearing from pastor's and author's that Agape love is an unconditional love that in essence says, 'I will love you re
gardless of whether or not you love me in return.  My love for you is unconditional.'

I then here the statement, 'God has Agape love for all people.'  To which I respond, 'Then how can he cast them into hell
?'

This is not a 'straw man' argument I really hear these statements and I have yet to find an answer.

Please, give me your thoughts.

Thank you.

Re:Question concerning God's Agape love - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/1/16 11:02
I have prayerfully asked God about his very thing myself because I have had a number of people use that as a reason fo
r not believing in a personal loving God.

Hell was not made for people but for the devil and his fallen angels who are not heirs of salvation. Human beings choose
to join that number by refusing to accept so great of a salvation.

It became clear to me when I thought about the times there was a rift in a relationship I had with a person, maybe my sp
ouse. Maybe I said some words I shouldn't have. I could not look that person in the eye because there was a wall betwe
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en us. It caused me to avoid that person until I made the situation right. How much more God. It is sin that separates. If 
we can't look into the eyes of a person that we have wronged on earth without asking forgiveness, how will stand before 
a Holy God and live? God's love is never diminished, in fact it is burning, but our lack of repentence causes us to hide ou
r faces, even as Adam did. We can't recieve the love, Heaven, eternal life, joy and peace extended until we fall on our fa
ces, acknowledge our sin and ask for forgiveness. At that point we can stand up and know we are free and accepted in t
he Beloved. Enter into the joy of the Lord! Then we will be able to see Him face to face and look deep into His eyes with
out fear.

I certainly am no theologian, but this way of viewing how a good God could send someone to hell has helped me to und
erstand God's heart just a bit. It is not His will that any should perish but that all should come to repentence. That is why 
we need to tell them the good news.

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/1/16 13:37
Goldminer,

Thank you for your thoughts on this topic.  I for one know that God is a personal and loving God.

You bring up an interesting point though.  
If it is not God's will that any should perish but all should come to repentance, then in his agape love why does he then c
ast those who do not respond to him correctly into an everlasting lake of fire?

Something seems to be missing in that statement.  This is why some people become Universalists, this is why some peo
ple reject Christianity all together.  This doesn't make sense.

If Agape love is a love that loves unconditionally despite what someone else does or does not do, then what part of Aga
pe is it that cast the person into hell?

Re: - posted by loveroftruth, on: 2007/1/16 14:09
Jay Saved asked:

"If Agape love is a love that loves unconditionally despite what someone else does or does not do, then what part of Aga
pe is it that cast the person into hell?"

An excellent question: God's love; in order to be love; grants man a free choice to respond to the redemption found in Je
sus Christ. People are made aware of their need for God and their plight with out God. They are allowed to receive or rej
ect that offer.

 God sending someone to Hell does not violate; nor cancel out; nor compromise His love.

God merely ratifies the choice of the person who chooses to reject God's love and remain in a self centered and self rule
d lifestyle. Heaven is a place for those who desire to be there living under the Rule of Christ's love.

God never stops loving those who have rejected Him forever. They choose not to live under His love.

God still remains a Just and holy God as well. Through Jesus Christ the Love of God allows us to be transformed by Go
d's holiness, rather than consumed and judged eternally by it. In love, Christ lived the perfect life on our behalf and satisf
ied the justice of God on behalf of our sin.

Jeremiah 9:23-24
Rejoice that you and I know Him.

Blessings,
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Doug

Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/1/16 15:52

Quote:
-------------------------God sending someone to Hell does not violate; nor cancel out; nor compromise His love.
-------------------------

Suppose a man has Agape love for his wife.  Let's also suppose that this wife leaves her husband and lives with another
man.  If the ex-husband shot and killed his wife, would he violate, cancel out, or compromise his agape love?

Quote:
-------------------------God never stops loving those who have rejected Him forever.
-------------------------

Explain that to the person who is suffering eternal damnation.

I say all of that to say this, 'I struggle with the idea that God's shows Agape love to those whom He casts into hell.'

A few points:
-  I am not saying He isn't right to cast them into Hell.  
-  I am not saying He does not have the right to cast them into Hell.  
-  I am saying that He is perfectly justified in casting them into Hell.
-  I just struggle with the idea that God does not violate; nor cancel out; nor compromise His Agape love.

Either we need to rethink the meaning of Agape or we need to rethink to whom Agape is bestowed upon.

Re: agape love - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/1/16 16:30
Dear JaySaved,

Quote:

If Agape love is a love that loves unconditionally despite what someone else does or does not do, then what part of Aga
pe is it that cast the person into hell?

Before I anwer any more questions, I want to ask some.

Why are your asking these questions?

Are you trying to come to a greater understanding yourself?

Are you trying to talk to someone and overcome their confusion over the goodness and severity of God?

Or are you asking this to generate conversation over a controversial doctrine?

Just wondering the heart behind the question.
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Re: - posted by JaySaved, on: 2007/1/16 17:06
Why are your asking these questions?
Are you trying to come to a greater understanding yourself? Yes.
Are you trying to talk to someone and overcome their confusion over the goodness and severity of God? No.
Or are you asking this to generate conversation over a controversial doctrine? Yes.

Regardless of my motive, what do you make out of the questions being posed?  This is a question that many lost people
ask.  What answer to we give?

Re: agape love - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/1/17 11:51
I am loaded down the next few days, will answer when I can.  :-) 

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2007/1/17 12:34
All that God does has to be consistent with all that God is.  He cannot deny himself. agapE is not human love multiplied 
by 'n'.  It is love which is qualititevly different to any 'love' that is outside God.

agapE does not define God, God defines agapE.  God is also Light but God created 'darkness' although there was no da
rkness in Him.  I think our struggle is because we have a concept of 'love' and this concept of love could not possible en
visage that God could allow/decree that someone would be endlessly separated from that love.  But that means our defi
nition of 'love' is inadequate not that God is lacking in his 'love'.

God's love, being consistent with his nature, is a holy love and everything that God ever does will be utterly consistent wi
th who he is.

You ask 'what part of agapE could allow a soul to be endlessly separated'?  No 'part' of agapE, but agapE itself being G
od's love has no parts but is whole.  The problem is that our views of God's love are fragmented; God's love is not fragm
ented.

Re: Agape Love - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/1/19 12:58
Dear JaySaved,

I have prayed and asked God repeatedly how to answer your question and I feel He is telling me to just let it go.

Sometimes the urge is to always have an answer, but I feel many with way more knowledge than I have have adequatel
y answered the question.

Also what comes to my mind is a word I read while studying Matthew 5. One commentator said Jesus never defended th
e truth, He just spoke it and let people do with it what they will. The truth is it's own defense.

Blessings Brother :-D 
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