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Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible? - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/2/2 7:42
Im a bit frustrated. Here is where I'm at:

I really resolved to set my face to seeking God, and thats what i did for a while, but seeking God (to really find Him and e
njoy His intimate presence) seems at least to me to be so hard, and so gradually my seeking of God has deteriorated to 
just reading the Bible lots.

I am coming to love the Bible more and more and am learning a lot about God, but i still do not feel that it is helping muc
h in actually knowing Him better personally on an intimate level. Does anyone understand?

Reading the Bible lots is great and i believe in that, but i fear that if all iv got is lots of bible knowlegde i will just become 
a pharisee. 

I guess my point is it seems so much easier to get to know the Bible than it does to really get to know God.

I was challenged last night in Mark 1:35 by the example of our Lord who rose early in them morning before sunrise after 
a busy night of ministry to go to a solitary place to pray. It struck me that prayer is more important than reading the bible.
And i mean prayer where we just seek to be with God and know His smile and nearness (not talking about supplication o
r intercession). I noticed that it doesn't say that our Lord went to read the scrolls, but that he went to pray. He went to dra
w near to His Father and be with Him.

I am not saying we shouldn't be reading the Bible, not at all (I know that our Lord had it all in His memory from a young a
ge, and we should love and study the scriptures too), but just that i feel dry this month because i have been getting to kn
ow my Bible better but not taking time to draw near to God.

Can anyone sympathize with that? Can anyone give me some godly advice on how to truly set about seeking God?

Re: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible? - posted by Vader, on: 2007/2/2 8:15
I sympathize with you.  There are times in my life when it seems like a wall is before me.  I have learned to press thru it. 
The psalms say, I will bless the Lord, trying not to take things out of context, Jesus said after sending out the 70.  These 
only come out by fasting and prayer.  At times, especially when it is dry, I have been impresed to fast and set a time asid
e for just sitting before His feet.  Be still and know that I am God.  I am learning too.  Press in

Re: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible? - posted by Josiah777 (), on: 2007/2/2 8:28
Here4Him,

Yes, I can totally relate to what you are saying.  The dryness you are feeling is God's way of creating thirst for Life--Jesu
s Himself.  I've been a Christian now for nearly 18 years and have studying the Bible in many different ways.  It has not b
een until the last couple years (especially last year) that I have begun to realize that my focus was on doctrines of the Bi
ble more than the Lord Himself.  

A great help to me in seeing this so crystally clear now is a Bible teacher by the name of Ed Miller.  He has a number of 
sermons here on SermonIndex (under Other Speakers).  I would highly recommend a listen to "The Revelation Of Christ
Within Scripture" and "Christ is Everything".  These messages really underscore anything I would say to develop such a 
rich and inviting prospect of using the Bible to see a living Lord and feasting upon what He shows about Himself.

The key, I find, to enjoying the Lord is seeing Him by total reliance upon God's Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit greatly delight
s to show me Christ (that is, the glory of the Lord, as 2 Cor. 3:18 says).  But I must first turn with all my heart to the Holy 
Spirit (as it says there in the preceding verses) and the veil will be lifted and I will see Christ in a transforming way.

Jesus in John 5 contrasted the Scriptures to Himself.  The problem is when we see the Bible as the source of life, when i
n reality, God intended it to be an instrument to testify to the Lord Jesus and we MIGHT COME TO HIM TO FIND LIFE.  
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In any study of the Bible, if we do not come to the Lord Jesus, we will not have life.  Life is not a thing, but a Person--Jes
us Christ.  "I am the way, the truth, and the LIFE" (John 14:6).  There is a freshness of the written word that excites my h
eart and enlivens my righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit fills my heart with a fervent love for
God (Rom. 5:5).

One last thing that has aided me greatly in coming and seeing the Lord Jesus in Scripture.  Our attitude in which we com
e is extremely important.  The pure in heart are the ones that shall see (a word in the Greek which means not casual obs
ervance but wide-eyed wonder) God (Matt. 5:8).  When Jesus healed the blind physically, there are also principles of se
eing Him spiritually.  The story of the healing of the blind man in Mark 8 is an excellent illustration of how we are to be in 
coming to the Lord.  If I see myself as a blind man, begging the Lord (as this crowd did on his behalf) for a need to see H
im, He will respond the same way--eyesight will be granted.  Our God is very gracious and DELIGHTS to open our eyes 
to see Him.  Jesus rejoices in the Spirit when the Father reveals the Son to babes (Luke 10:21).  I can testify that each d
ay as I have come in this needy, dependent attitude to see the  Lord, God has met me and shown me Himself in a transf
orming way.  Thank God for His grace.  I pray you may allow this dryness and thirst to come to none other than Christ Hi
mself for a drink (John 7:37-39).

Your brother in Christ,

Ken

Re: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible?, on: 2007/2/2 8:29
Good morning Here4Him,

I can totally empathize. I remember being in prayer and I asked God the same question. I am sort of an impulsive perso
n, so when God shows me something in the Word I want to go talk to someone about it. If I'm learning a new Truth I wan
t to discuss it and tell someone. 

Well, I got to feeling like I was getting puffed up with knowledge, and I didn't really like it. I almost was going to stop readi
ng the bible because of it. But I remember God telling me:

"Don't stop reading, don't stop digging, don't stop searching. Trust me that I will keep you humble."

Well, that just set me free..and He absolutely has been faithful to humble me.

There is absolutely nothing wrong with being a student of the Word.

Re:, on: 2007/2/2 8:34
Mmmm... this is a great question. I think this is something that many of us here struggle with. We can get caught up in th
ese discussions here and find ourselves consulting God's Word so that we can make our point, and not to learn more ab
out God. I know I'm guilty of this.

Krispy

Re: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible?, on: 2007/2/2 8:41

Quote:
-------------------------Can anyone sympathize with that? 
-------------------------

Yes i can. As i logged on i saw your post and thought thats me. Of late though i have been seeking Him more in heartfelt
prayer. No way near as often or as long as i'd like to mind you.
I picked up the book desiring God by J.Piper as i've seen it recommended by some on SI though i haven't read it yet. Bu
t your right about prayer where we just seek to be with God.
It is my prayer that there may be more discipline in my life that i may set aside more time consistantly to draw close to G
od. 
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Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2007/2/2 11:15

Quote:
-------------------------Does anyone understand?
-------------------------
  I believe I may understand but want to share my own heart, as to how the Lord has been dealing with me about this.

I am not by nature a disciplined man, not by any stretch of one's imagination but the Lord is making me into a disciplined
man bit by bit.  It's a rather painful process.  I didn't realize my heart has been so resistant to this.  

The sin that the Holy Spirit has put His finger on is using reading the word as an excuse not to do something else the Lo
rd has asked me to do.  For example, I hear help your wife with the dishes or some other chore around the house and I 
use to say is that the Holy Spirit?  Call your brother or your sister and pray with them and my heart's response was well 
Lord I've got to read the scriptures.

The Lord has a place for each of us to read his word and meditate on it.  However we can't (or I should just say I can't) s
ubstitute what God has asked for with something that is more comfortable to me.  The Holy Spirit asked me this morning
on my way to work "Is substitutional obedience really obedience?" and I had to say to no Lord it's not, it's really disobedi
ence.  Once we are no longer walking in the Spirit, the scriptures are no longer quickened to us and they become like ca
rdboard.

At one time, I used to substitute obedience by listening to sermon after sermon sometimes as many as 8-10 a day.  I ca
n't get away with that any longer.

I would encourage you to press in and ask Jesus what He wants you to do and then simply do it.  There's no real substit
ute for reading the scriptures and private times of prayer but the Lord has other things for you to do as well and as you d
o those things the joy of the Lord will well up in your heart.  It's happened to me and Jesus is faithful to correct us when 
we're out of line.

I thank Jesus for his kindness and patience in teaching us how to walk with Him.  Blessings to you my friend.

Re: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible? - posted by beenblake (), on: 2007/2/2 11:37
Dear Here4Him,

Quote:
-------------------------Can anyone give me some godly advice on how to truly set about seeking God?
-------------------------

Here is an unheard of challenge: Stop reading the bible and do nothing but seek the Lord's Will for an entire week. Inste
ad, do these exact things:

1) Pray often throughout each day. Pray in devotion by delegating time to prayer quietly. Then pray as if Jesus is always
near you, by talking to Jesus quietly in your mind in every situation. Tell Jesus everything and be honest, just as if He wa
s your best friend. Admit your weaknesses and confess your sins. In your prayers, give up everything to Jesus as an off
ering. Give your life, your money, your time...and believe that Christ owns all of it. This means that you do not control it. 
Sacrifice your will to God. Awake each morning and offer your day to Him. Say in your heart, "This day is yours. Whatev
er happens is in your control. May your will be done."  

2) Fast anything that keeps your mind away from the Lord. You know what keeps you away from God. Fast it. And this is
important: Fast because you are seeking Jesus, and not because you are seeking God's gifts like righteousness. 

3) Do everything as if you are doing it for the Lord. This means that any task, anything you do, imagine that it was comm
anded by the Lord. If you are doing laundry, imagine you are washing God's clothes. If you doing school work, imagine 
God is your teacher. If you are at work, imagine that God is your boss. 

4) If anyone asks you for anything, give it to that person regardless of who they are even if they are a huge sinner. Yes, i
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f on the way to the store, you have $20 in your pocket (the last $20 you have) and a drunk asks you for it, give it to him. I
f you are fasting television, but a friend or spouse asks you to watch a movie with them, do it. Do everything a person as
ks of you and trust that Jesus will keep you from sin. Be a servant to all and give freely. 

5) Acknowledge the presence of Jesus at all times. He is with you 100% of the time. Acknowledge this. Talk to Him in yo
ur mind. Imagine He is standing next to you. Remember that He is watching you at every minute of every day. Acknowle
dge His presence. Invite Him into your life always.

6) Do not worry about anything!!! Don't worry about money. Do not worry about sin. Do not worry about what you are su
pposed to do. Just do what feels natural to your heart. If your nature has truly been changed by Jesus, then it is your nat
ure to do God's Will. You will know when you are acting according to the flesh and not of the Spirit when you lack peace.
The Spirit brings peace. If you have any anxiety about anything, then crucify that thing on the cross. Sacrifice it to Jesus.

7) Be Thankful!! Thank Jesus for what you have. Do not worry about what you don't have. Ask Jesus for what you need 
and trust that He will provide in His time. Leave everything in His hands and in His control. When Christ is in total control
of you, you will naturally know what to do. There will be no struggle over what you should do. You will feel united with th
e Lord. You will have an internal peace and confidence about it. 

8) Be willing to suffer for God's glory, and do not take control of yourself during trials. Bad things will happen. God will let
them happen. These are done for you benefit. When a person is truly seeking the Lord, faith will be challenged.        So 
when bad things happen, embrace this fact: God is in control. Let God care for you. Be careful not to take control of the 
situation. 

Do these things an entire week without reading your bible. Instead, be controlled by the Spirit. Renew your mind by givin
g up and letting go of everything you know. Empty yourself, and let Christ fill you. Desire nothing for yourself but only Go
d's Will. 

This is my challenge for you. After the week is up, come back and tell us what happened. Have you grown closer to God
? Did He speak to you at all? How was your life different? 

May Christ be yours,
In Christ with love,

Blake

Re: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible? - posted by beenblake (), on: 2007/2/2 11:55

Quote:
-------------------------Am I getting to know the Bible or the God of the Bible?
-------------------------

This question illustrates perfectly the core of my message and the book I am going to write. Christianity today calls the bi
ble "The Word of God." And yet, the bible clearly establishes in John 1:1 that the Word is God. If the Word is God, and t
he bible is the Word, then the bible would also be God. But the bible is not God. Reading the bible is not how we know G
od in truth. Reading the bible is not spending time with God. 

The Word of God is Jesus Christ. We can only know God through Jesus Christ. The bible documents the testimony of Je
sus Christ. It is the testimony of Jesus Christ. However, Jesus is God. Jesus is the Word of God. There is a big differenc
e here, and this difference is plaguing the Church. 

So many Christians think they can know God and His will by reading the bible. This is wrong. By doing this, a person is t
urning the bible into an idol. The bible then becomes a false idol. The bible is not God Himself. If anyone wants to know 
God in truth, they have to be united as one with Jesus Christ. Jesus is not a story documented in a book. He is a real an
d living God who dwells in Heaven. 

Am I getting to know the bible or the God of the bible? When we read the bible, we should be learning about God. We re
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ad the bible to know about God, however, to know God we must commune with Him in Spirit. If any of you wanted to kno
w about me, you could read a book. If any of you wanted to know me, you would need to meet me in person. If you want
to meet God in person, you need to be born again and commune with His Spirit.

I am not saying we should not read the bible, or that the bible is false. The bible came from God. The bible is the testimo
ny of Jesus as given by the Holy Spirit through men. However, we must be careful calling the bible the Word. Yes, it cam
e from God. However, it is not equal with Christ. And if we are going to teach the bible which says "the Word was God," 
we must be careful to teach the bible is also the Word. People think we are saying, "the bible was God." The bible is not 
God. This is dangerous. People will become confused and even more lost. There is an immense danger here that causi
ng the Church to fall away from truth. 

When will the Church see this? When we she turn back to truth? 

I submit this for everyone to pray over. 

In Christ with love,
Blake

Trembling about "The Word" - posted by MisterCheez (), on: 2007/2/3 11:22
Wow Blake,
You just put into words concerns that have been floating around my head for quite awhile.  It is confusing to hear both th
e Bible and God spoken of as "the Word."

There's this "religious" fear that paralyzes me, it keeps me from facing these concerns:

1. If the Bible is God somehow, then there is something fishy going on, given the discrepancies between translations an
d even in the Bible itself.  I'm not talking major, doctrine changing discrepancies, just little things which would cast a stra
nge doubt on the Bible if it were God  (Don't get me wrong, the Bible is divine - there is no book like it. Any personal "rev
elation" should line up with the Bible.)

2. We are usually directed to the Bible as the solution by our leaders, but the Bible points to God - that's why it helps.  C
ould it really be possible for a sinful man like me to know God - even to communicate with Him and not become a heretic
?  The modern church seems to think that communicating with God without a Bible in your hand is deception for sure.  

The Bible is a second hand account of other people's first hand encounters with God.  

The Bible itself hasn't been canonized that long.  Somehow, the early church got along without a complete Bible. 

I'm not satisfied with idolizing the Bible as God, I want eternal life - "to know God."

Bless you Blake and may God grant you wisdom with your book.

Brian

Re: Trembling about "The Word" - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/2/3 15:01
Thanks everyone for your replies. I found a lot of it helpful. 'Death to Self', the idea of 'substitutional obedience, rings
true to my life, and your right that is just disobedience. Very Challenging, how even good and 'spiritual' things like
listening to loads of sermons on here can actually be sin to us because we are not doing the will of God!

Blake, thank you for your advice. Interesting challenge- pretty radical my brother! I am not sure about fasting the Bible
for a week. Can't i do all the stuff you say and still read the Bible too! 

Quote:
-------------------------Am I getting to know the bible or the God of the bible? When we read the bible, we should be learning about God. We read the bible
to know about God, however, to know God we must commune with Him in Spirit. If any of you wanted to know about me, you could read a book. If any
of you wanted to know me, you would need to meet me in person. If you want to meet God in person, you need to be born again and commune with Hi
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s Spirit.
-------------------------

That is helpful. I think the secret is to still read the Word but then also have those times of communion in Spirit with the L
ord Jesus. I experienced that to some degree late last night and it was beautiful, very refreshing to my thirsty soul! All i di
d was just kneel in His presence, and i din't say anything (or hardly anything), i just knelt and thought on Him, and silentl
y adored Him in my heart, then I felt like i  received something of His touch, of His life, in the stillness, and in that momen
t He became more real to me than in just reading the Bible, and yet sum of the passages i had read in the Bible recently 
(or already had in my memory) the Holy Spirit used to help me to 'see' and fellowship with Jesus.

This must become the priority of my life. If i happen to over sleep and only have say 15 mins in the morning before i hav
e to leave the house, i think it would be better for me to spend that time in 'communion' with Jesus, receiving from His lif
e, drinking Him in. Don't you agree?

Oh and finally, thank you to Ken for pointing me to the Ed Miller sermons. I listened to the 'Christ is everything' sermon y
esterday, and that has helped me a lot, and has been instrumental in my focusing more on the Person of our Blessed Lo
rd Jesus Christ. So thanks brother- it has really blessed me!

Well, bless you all. Above all else, lets always make time to behold the glory of the Lord in the face of Christ Jesus on a 
spirit to spirit level. I pray that God may always keep us from a dry and academic Christianity. May we come to delight in
and know the blessed second Person of the trinity, the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ more and more each day. Any
thing else in Christianity is not profitable that doesn't help me to know and love Christ more and more. Amen

Re: Trembling about " The Word " - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/2/3 20:30
Here4Him,
You are very wise not to feel comfortable about
fasting from the Word. You never seperate yourself from the Word of God to know Him more.
Psalm 119:130 tells us "The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple"
2Tim. 2:15 says " Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth"
Timothy was told by Paul in 2Tim. 3:15-17
"And that from a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16.All scripture is give
n by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:17. That t
he man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works"
Then in 2Tim. 4:1-2 Paul says, "I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2.Preach the Word; be
instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine"
How is Timothy to do all these things? You got it, through "The Word"
Never, never ever let someone convince you to
fast from His Word. Those who would give such 
advice should put their hand on their mouth and
repent, for they are treading on Holy Ground.

pastorfrin 

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2007/2/3 21:25

Quote:
-------------------------in the stillness, and in that moment He became more real to me
-------------------------

I have never experienced a time where I felt closer to Jesus than when He used me to do His work. When we are compl
etely surrendered unto Christ, so that He may work through us by the pleasure of His good will, then we have truly beco
me one with the Lord. 
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To truly know God is be completely surrendered to Jesus Christ. This is the only way to know God. There is no other gat
e by which the sheep may enter. Anyone who tries to enter by any other gate, including scripture, is a thief. 

I pray, my brother, you may know this in truth by Christ working in you. 

With love,
Blake

Re: - posted by deltadom (), on: 2007/2/3 21:25
I want to know the bible so I can know the god of the bible!!

Re: His Word - posted by pastorfrin, on: 2007/2/3 22:54
Here4Him,                                         Jesus says,
"It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are lif
e" John 6:63

pastorfrin

Re: - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2007/2/3 23:43

Quote:
-------------------------Do these things an entire week without reading your bible. Instead, be controlled by the Spirit. Renew your mind by giving up and le
tting go of everything you know. Empty yourself, and let Christ fill you. Desire nothing for yourself but only God's Will.
-------------------------

Must agree with pastorfrin, there is no other way to put this than to say that this piece of advice that is quoted above is fr
om the pit of hell. DO NOT TAKE IT!

If there are any doubts would recommend listening to this sermon from Keith Daniel...
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/visit.php?lid4633) The Word of God

In Christ,

Ron

Re: - posted by John173 (), on: 2007/2/4 1:19
Dear Here4Him,

quote]
Here4Him wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------I experienced that to some degree late last night and it was beautiful, very refreshing to my thirsty soul! All i did was just kneel in His
presence, and i din't say anything (or hardly anything), i just knelt and thought on Him, and silently adored Him in my heart, then I felt like i  received so
mething of His touch, of His life, in the stillness, and in that moment He became more real to me than in just reading the Bible, and yet sum of the pass
ages i had read in the Bible recently (or already had in my memory) the Holy Spirit used to help me to 'see' and fellowship with Jesus.

As I was reading through this thread some thoughts came to mind. When I got to your second post I was overjoyed to find you had taken my advice! So 
now that you don't need it here it is!

Wait on the Lord quietly, do not pray in the sense of asking anything of Him, rather, meditate on His goodness and grace and mercy. Humbly offer up 
a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. As we worship and adore our Lord and Saviour the Holy Spirit comes o make the manifest presence of God known
to us. There is nothing that can compare to this anywhere. It is there we understand why Martha was reproved and Mary honored. 

A word of caution. I have been guilty of seeking the experience and not Him. When this happens, the "formula" doesn't work, for God knows our hearts
.

There are of course other times when we feel as though we are "doing everything right" and still we don't sense His presence. Sometimes it is simply
God testing our faith, other times there is some sin we failed to recognize and confess. Sometimes it is a matter of letting go of some perceived of
fense and forgiving the offender.
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As I mentioned, now that you don't need it, I hope this helps!

In His Love,

Doug

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/2/5 5:13
Thanks you brothers for your godly advice and counsel. Pastor Frin, and brother Ron I thank you for your concern about 
me departing from right path in seeking to find it. Brother Doug what you said was helpful, and so i printed it out to remin
d me in the future.

May the Lord bless you all brothers as together we all, I trust are seeking to know and love the Lord Jesus Christ more. 
May we continue to encourage each other to seek Christ and to focus on Christ, throught the scriptures and by His Spirit
. Lets not get too caught up in debating other doctrines (other than when for Christ's sake we have to defend the truth), b
ut as much as we can lets look to the Lord Jesus Christ. Look and live!

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2007/2/5 10:27
The greatest problem with the Church in America is that she made the bible equal with Christ, and used her own
interpretation to control other men. This is why her womb will be made barren, and her light will go out. 

Quote:
-------------------------this piece of advice that quoted above is from the pit of hell. DO NOT TAKE IT!
-------------------------

You say this, because you are deceived. Are you going to condemn the apostle Paul also, for giving such advice? Paul s
aid scripture was "profitable", not necessary. In Romans 12:1-2, Paul says we will be able to test and approve what God'
s Will is by offering our bodies as living sacrifices and being transformed by the renewing of our mind. Are we to condem
n Paul for such advice? 

What man can transform Himself? Only Jesus, who is the true Word of God, can divide soul and spirit.  Only Christ can r
enew the mind of any man. 

When scripture speaks of the word, it is speaking about Christ (not scripture). The bible has been greatly misinterpreted 
because of this. I preach Christ, the true Word of God, and no other. 

Quote:
-------------------------"It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" John 6:6
3
-------------------------

Yes indeed, the words that proceeded out of the mouth of Jesus were the very Word of God. However, the bible was not
written by Jesus. The bible is a recording of those words. They are not the actual words. 

Would you say the audio recording of a music performance (CD) is equal to the actual event (concert)? 

The bible is a testimony of Jesus Christ as given by the Holy Spirit through men. It is not Christ Himself. 

In John 5:39-40 (NIV), Jesus was quoted as saying     "You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by the
m you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life."

Has the Church become so much like the Pharisees that they cannot see the truth? Will she not goto Christ for truth? 

The Church in America has become dependent on the bible, claiming to know Christ because of the bible. This is false. 
No man can know Jesus from reading the bible. We can only know Christ by going to Him, the real and living Christ in H
eaven, and by being transformed. 
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However, this lie has propagated largely because in academia, we think of knowledge as information. To "know" somethi
ng is to have information about it. However, this is far from true knowledge. True knowledge is intimate. The greek word 
for "know" is "Ginosko" which was a "Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman." This word was 
used in Matthew 7:23, where Jesus was quoted as saying, "I never knew you." True knowledge of Christ comes by bein
g controlled by the Holy Spirit. When a person gives themselves to Jesus as a sacrifice, Christ is then free to enter in an
d transform them. By this, their mind is renewed and they have true knowledge that impacts not only the mind but a pers
on's actions as well.

But the Church has sinned by teaching lies. The Church teaches that a person may know Christ by reading the bible. Ch
ristians in America are dependent on the bible. They do not understand the bible, but have turned it into absolute law. Th
ey have become like the Pharisees seeking truth apart from God. The bible is not the Word of God. Jesus Christ is the 
Word of God. Jesus Christ is the truth, and the only way to the Father. 

Quote:
-------------------------Those who would give such
advice should put their hand on their mouth and
repent, for they are treading on Holy Ground.
-------------------------

Are you going to condemn also those who have not had access to a bible? Before the protestant reformation, the comm
on Christian did not have access to the bible. They had to rely heavily on the Spirit. 

And what of those in other countries who worship Christ without ever having read a bible? There are   active Churches i
n countries like Madagascar who have yet to have a bible translated into their language? What of them?

I tell Christians to fast their bible, in the name of Jesus Christ, because they have become too dependent on scripture. T
hey rely so heavily on external knowledge and laws that they have lost touch with the Spirit and do not know Jesus in tru
th. In such a case, the only way to bring them out of the darkness of their own mind is to fast the bible and seek the truth
of Christ. 

But you would prefer that they remain in slavery to their own understanding of the bible. The only way anyone can truly u
nderstand scripture is by Jesus Christ opening the mind of a person (Luke 24:25). But if that person is not sacrificing eve
rything to Christ, He cannot do this. 

Instead, many in the Church has become a slave to their own interpretation of the bible. She has given the bible all auth
ority and made it the Word of God. Instead of worshiping Christ, she worships the bible. She uses the bible to leverage p
ower and authority. Preachers use the bible to leverage their own selfish teachings. This will not last. Do you think God 
will allow this harlot to remain in His kingdom? 

Christ will remove the light from those Churches who do not worship God in truth. Her womb will become barren. She wil
l not produce any fruit. 

Beware of your sin. Be transformed by Christ and follow Him. Obeying the bible will not make a person clean, or will it le
ad to eternal life. Only true knowledge of Jesus Christ will produce fruit worthy of eternal life. 

I pray for everyone who is willing to listen, that they may hear. 

In the name of Christ,
Blake
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Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2007/2/5 11:07
Psa 119:49  ZAYIN: Remember the Word to Your servant, on which You have caused me to hope.

Psa 119:50  This is my comfort in my affliction; for Your Word has given me life. 

Psa 119:57  CHETH: You are my portion, O Jehovah; I have said that I would keep Your Words.

Psa 119:67  Before I was afflicted I went astray; but now I have kept Your Word. 

Psa 119:74  They who fear You will be glad when they see me; because I have hoped in Your Word

Psa 119:81  KAPH: My soul faints for Your salvation; I hope in Your Word. 

i know whitout the bible i would be way wrong in several issues.... the bibel is the word of God to me, its a lamp unto my 
feet, and whitout the light i would walk in darkness.....

Re: - posted by Josiah777 (), on: 2007/2/5 11:50
Blake,

I hear what you are saying.  It is true that we cannot know the Lord simply by reading the Bible.  Your advice to fast the 
Bible for a temporary amount of time may indeed be helpful to someone who has gotten all tangled up with the letter of 
Bible study and missed the spirit of coming to Christ for life.  For example, if someone spends all their time studying the t
elescope and can tell you everything about the lenses, the tripod, the distance between lenses, and can give you a three
-point homiletic sermon about how to adjust the lenses to come up with the various magnifications, but then never uses i
t to view the starry heavens, they've missed something!  The Bible is like that telescope to show us more clearly what G
od is like.  But if we get all caught up with dissecting the "telescope" we see nothing but the telescope, not the glorious c
reation it was designed for.  In John 5 Jesus warned about the very real possibility of searching the Scriptures in and of t
hemselves for life and not at all coming to the Everliving One to whom those very words testify of.  Blake, this may have 
been something the Lord used in your life and really set you free, and praise God for it!  But please do be careful not thin
k that the Holy Spirit will always use this method to arrive at focusing on Christ as He did for you.  I know for me, the Lor
d got my attention to the same truth of what you're saying in a different way.

Ron, your choice of words from the "pit of hell" are a big strong and conclude that what Blake said was of the devil.  I gu
ess your understanding of God now is that He would NEVER take away someone's Bible (either voluntarily or involuntari
ly) to know the Him.  Richard Wurmbrand was tortured for Christ for 14 years in communist prison for his faith.  He had n
o Bible, only what he had put into his heart before his confinement.  The Lord revealed Himself in some marvelous ways
under these times of duress.  Certainly this is an extreme case, but the Lord was faithful to supply Richard's need of Him
(without a Bible, no less) those torturous years.  We sometimes forget that in our printing press age when we may have 
7 or 8 Bibles laying around our house.  

The only command Jesus gave to do daily was to take up the cross (Luke 9:23).  There is no commandment to read the 
Bible daily.  I do read and study the Scriptures daily.  It is a commendable noble-minded Berean habit we are encourage
d to do, but it is not simply reading.  What happens many times unwittingly is failing to put total reliance upon God's Holy
Spirit to take away the veil to see the Lord Jesus (2 Cor. 3:14-18).  The root problem is not in the reading but a heart attit
ude that fails to see our need for the Spirit of God to open our blind eyes.  Only God can reveal God.  This He does by th
e Spirit AND the Word (just as it was in the beginning in Genesis 1), not just either or.  We absolutely must rely upon Go
d to reveal Himself, or we end up with a cold, academic approach of Bible knowledge that simply puffs up. 

The "deception" word I feel gets thrown around a little too freely in Christendom.  True, deception is rampant today in the
Body of Christ, but is every time I perceive that another member in Christ's Body misunderstands God's ways or heart re
ally deception?  My three-year-old daughter may think her father goes to work and watches movies.  At 18 or 20 years ol
d, as she has matured and better understands life, she know her daddy is a systems analyst doing work to help the telep
hone network.  Was she "deceived" at 3 years old when she thought I watched movies (which I don't do, by the way :-) )
?  We ought to bear with one another when someone does not see eye-to-eye with us.  It may be deception, but it may n
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ot.  It might be simply the haven't gotten light from God yet on that particular area.  We should be very slow to make a sti
nging judgment about somebody's comment based upon our limited knowledge.  

I'd hate to see a wonderful thread that was intended to focus our attention upon our wonderful, marvelous Lord Jesus Ch
rist degenerate.  If we read Here4Him's last update, it seems the posts have helped him.  I really appreciate the graceful 
manner in which he handled others' comments in the post.  It may be helpful to read it again.

May we all keep coming to the Lord Jesus Himself for a drink, and see those living waters flow out of us to refresh other
s and we have likewise been refreshed!

In Him,

Ken

Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2007/2/7 22:58
     I'm glad to read Ken's latest post on this topic, which I've been following from its inception.  I much appreciate the
grace in which he is seeking to turn this thread again in the direction Here4Him has reached out for. I've been a little
surprised in fact to see it hasn't received more attention considering knowing our Lord Jesus Christ is the one supreme
prize the apostle Paul had in his sights.  (You know the passage, "I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord..." (Ph. 3.8).  
     To know Him in truth is to be like Him.  To know Him, those who come to know Him find in that knowledge a vital
power that enables them to cease from sin.  "Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen
Him, neither known Him" (1 Jn. 3.6).  To know Him is eternal life...
     And many other passages of Scripture show that knowing God with a New Covenant kind of knowledge, it ia a
knowledge with such LIFE in it that it actually CHANGES us into the SAME IMAGE.  And that is God's intent in giving
the Scriptures:  that by them we might (as with the telescope Ken spoke of)pursue the Knowledge of HIM.  Daniel
prophesied of days (clearly coming upon us) in which the men of value are going to be the ones who "do know their
God."
     And so I would like to encourage Here4Him. The way you are feeling in the dry times... don't give up.  Don't draw
back.  Don't be discouraged.  This is part of the Way.  God is seeking to draw you deeper.  He is seeking; YOU keep
seeking.  He just wants to know (and wants you yourself to discover) that you love Him utterly.  Many people these days
are drawing back.  Turning to other things.  Filling their souls with a lot of worldly (and even spiritual) junk food.  But
keep seeking HIM.  "Blessed are those who do hunger and thirst after Righteousness, for they shall be FILLED."
     And, "Give attention to reading," as Paul exhorted Timothy.  But let your goal in it be the pursuit of knowing HIM. 
Earnestly seek that the Holy Spirit unveil Christ in your reading (as someone earlier has mentioned).  For yes it is
possible to read the Scriptures and the veil over your heart separate you from the Living Word.  "But when it (the heart)
shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away.  Now the Lord is that SPIRIT..."  So seeking to give the Spirit of God
His Lordship in our lives and seeking, that is the key.
     I believe that if we are truly earnest in our pursuit of knowing Him, God is not teasing, He is definitley going to meet
those whom He sees desire this more than anything else.
     It's something very very valuable.  He knows this, and He wants us to discover it too.  I love the following passage,
and the crescendo, the build-up, in the words.
     "My son if thou wilt receive my commandments with thee;
     "So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;
     "Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;
     "if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;
     "THEN shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God" (Pr. 2.1-5).
     ...Pursue, Brother Here4Him.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is Here4you, and will be found of you.
           Allan, A Disciple
    
     
Quote:
-------------------------
Josiah777 wrote:
Blake,

I hear what you are saying.  It is true that we cannot know the Lord simply by reading the Bible.  Your advice to fast the Bible for a temporary amount o
f time may indeed be helpful to someone who has gotten all tangled up with the letter of Bible study and missed the spirit of coming to Christ for life.  F
or example, if someone spends all their time studying the telescope and can tell you everything about the lenses, the tripod, the distance between lens
es, and can give you a three-point homiletic sermon about how to adjust the lenses to come up with the various magnifications, but then never uses it t

Page 11/13



General Topics :: Am I getting to know the Bible or  the God of the Bible?

o view the starry heavens, they've missed something!  The Bible is like that telescope to show us more clearly what God is like.  But if we get all caugh
t up with dissecting the "telescope" we see nothing but the telescope, not the glorious creation it was designed for.  In John 5 Jesus warned about the 
very real possibility of searching the Scriptures in and of themselves for life and not at all coming to the Everliving One to whom those very words testif
y of.  Blake, this may have been something the Lord used in your life and really set you free, and praise God for it!  But please do be careful not think t
hat the Holy Spirit will always use this method to arrive at focusing on Christ as He did for you.  I know for me, the Lord got my attention to the same tr
uth of what you're saying in a different way.

Ron, your choice of words from the "pit of hell" are a big strong and conclude that what Blake said was of the devil.  I guess your understanding of God
now is that He would NEVER take away someone's Bible (either voluntarily or involuntarily) to know the Him.  Richard Wurmbrand was tortured for Chr
ist for 14 years in communist prison for his faith.  He had no Bible, only what he had put into his heart before his confinement.  The Lord revealed Hims
elf in some marvelous ways under these times of duress.  Certainly this is an extreme case, but the Lord was faithful to supply Richard's need of Him (
without a Bible, no less) those torturous years.  We sometimes forget that in our printing press age when we may have 7 or 8 Bibles laying around our 
house.  

The only command Jesus gave to do daily was to take up the cross (Luke 9:23).  There is no commandment to read the Bible daily.  I do read and stud
y the Scriptures daily.  It is a commendable noble-minded Berean habit we are encouraged to do, but it is not simply reading.  What happens many tim
es unwittingly is failing to put total reliance upon God's Holy Spirit to take away the veil to see the Lord Jesus (2 Cor. 3:14-18).  The root problem is not
in the reading but a heart attitude that fails to see our need for the Spirit of God to open our blind eyes.  Only God can reveal God.  This He does by th
e Spirit AND the Word (just as it was in the beginning in Genesis 1), not just either or.  We absolutely must rely upon God to reveal Himself, or we end 
up with a cold, academic approach of Bible knowledge that simply puffs up. 

The "deception" word I feel gets thrown around a little too freely in Christendom.  True, deception is rampant today in the Body of Christ, but is every ti
me I perceive that another member in Christ's Body misunderstands God's ways or heart really deception?  My three-year-old daughter may think her f
ather goes to work and watches movies.  At 18 or 20 years old, as she has matured and better understands life, she know her daddy is a systems anal
yst doing work to help the telephone network.  Was she "deceived" at 3 years old when she thought I watched movies (which I don't do, by the way :-) 
)?  We ought to bear with one another when someone does not see eye-to-eye with us.  It may be deception, but it may not.  It might be simply the hav
en't gotten light from God yet on that particular area.  We should be very slow to make a stinging judgment about somebody's comment based upon o
ur limited knowledge.  

I'd hate to see a wonderful thread that was intended to focus our attention upon our wonderful, marvelous Lord Jesus Christ degenerate.  If we read H
ere4Him's last update, it seems the posts have helped him.  I really appreciate the graceful manner in which he handled others' comments in the post. 
It may be helpful to read it again.

May we all keep coming to the Lord Jesus Himself for a drink, and see those living waters flow out of us to refresh others and we have likewise been r
efreshed!

In Him,

Ken
-------------------------

Re: - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/2/8 14:34
Thank you so much brother Alan, what you said was a lovely way to bring this post to a conclusion. Thank you deeply fo
r your encouragments. I wholeheartdely agree with what you said.

And my other brothers, thanks for all your input. I think we have all added something to this discussion, but we need to b
e careful that we do not go to extremes. What i mean is in becoming frustrated about our true lack of knowing God from j
ust reading the scriptures lets not neglect to read them in reaction, but instead lets seek to read them to behold the Lord 
Jesus as some of you have so helpfully said.

On the other hand lets not fall into the trap of having a great love for and knowledge of the scriptures but a distant relatio
nship with our Lord Jesus Christ. I still love the scriptures and am still reading them a lot, but i am no longer content that 
i have read my 'quota', i want something more, i want God, and i want to know Him.

It feels like i am just beginning something of an exciting journey of really seeking the Lord, and getting to know Him in an
intimate Father-Son, and beloved-beloved relationship. The Song of Solomon has been precious to me today, and realis
ing that despite having all this doctrine stored up in my head i do not have an intimate love relationship with the Lord. Thi
s is going to change!

I am really discovering the importance of being still, and not saying a word, and just thinking on the Lord and waiting for 
Him to come. Iv started to do that and it is really precious, all of a sudden the Lord becomes so much more real and has 
added a different dimension to my walk with Him.

Finally can i just encourage all who have participate in this thread to take our brother ken's advice and listen to 'the revel
ation of Christ in the scriptures' by Ed miller. He addresses this issue we have been disscussing, and he does it in a very
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balanced way. I think you will like it too brother Blake.

The Lord bless you all. Lets me encouraged that He is to be known, and lets settle for nothing less!  

Re: - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2007/4/25 8:18

Quote:
-------------------------Ron, your choice of words from the "pit of hell" are a big strong and conclude that what Blake said was of the devil.
-------------------------

The Lord brought this to my attention and I agree, those words were unnecessary and I apologize for them. 

In Christ,

Ron

Re: - posted by beenblake (), on: 2007/4/25 8:36
Hey Ron,

And you are forgiven. 

I can understand why you would say such a thing. The bible is important in our daily walk. 

May Christ be ours,

Blake
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