
General Topics :: Modest Swimwear

Modest Swimwear - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/3/6 11:53
It is beautiful outside: the sun shines brightly, it is clear which brings us hope that summer will be here soon. As I think of
this, I also think of the many who will be heading for the beaches and the exposure of flesh will feed many carnal minds 
and tempt many with sinful desires, wanted or not.

Last summer I was made aware of modest swimwear. Until then I did not know one could use these words in one senten
ce: I thought they were oxymorons. But I did a search on the web and found a lot, to my surprise. After studying the pics,
I proceeded to sew one for myself and have been real pleased with it. I wore it when we went white water rafting in the S
mokies last summer and plan to wear it in the future. It is a garb I do not have to be afraid who sees me nor do I experie
nce any reluctance to ask the LORD for his protection while dressed like this!

I am including some links to websites for your consideration. I hope this will challenge all who are concerned about this i
ssue  and perhaps we can demonstrate to the world that "we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good wor
ks, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph. 2:10 (NASB). 

Links: http://www.danzfamily.com/archives/2004/06/modest_swimwear.php

http://www.modest-swimwear.net/

http://www.liliesapparel.com/

Moderators: if you consider this subject inappropriate, please remove it. 

Blessings,
ginnyrose

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by tjservant (), on: 2007/3/6 14:29
Amen Sister !!!

May God bless you in your quest for modest dress.  I am so thankful for your post and the links.  I wish more women wo
uld embrace this style.  I think modesty is simply beautiful.  

I once heard a young Christian woman address her congregation and talk about the hard decisions young women have t
o make nowadays.   As an illustration she related a story about not knowing which style bathing suit to wear to a pool pa
rty, single or two piece. 

I think Ravenhill mentions the fact that not only can you not preach holiness anymore, you canÂ’t even preach modesty.

This is also a concern I have about Â“goodÂ” or Â“ChristianÂ” movies.  People never mention the immodest dress and b
ehavior.  ItÂ’s all about the language for many.

Thanks again for this wonderful post.  

Peace be with you.

TJ
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Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by MSeaman (), on: 2007/3/6 14:56
Thank you for the links, ginnyrose. I am looking for more modest clothing. I was in a store today and the clothes they are
marketing even for young girls were horrifying!

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2007/3/6 14:57

Quote:
-------------------------Moderators: if you consider this subject inappropriate, please remove it. 
-------------------------

This is very appropriate. The sad fact is that many are ignorant of anyone even desiring or making these things available
. Sadly most Christians follow the crowd and take more advice from hollywood and TV then they do from other godly Chr
istians or any type of Christian standard. 

Re: - posted by DIEDTOSELF (), on: 2007/3/6 16:12
I just emailed the links to my mother begging her to sew one for my wife and two daughters.  Now the problem is finding 
someplace to swim where these suits are all thats worn so I don't have to stare at the sand all day at the beach.

In Christ,

Craig

Re: modest swimwear - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/3/6 16:15
I know of a lady that told me she wouldn't make her daughter dress like an old lady and she was just talking about a one 
piece suit. 

When my girls were growing up they had to wear one piece suits with long tshirts over the top.

Thanks for sharing this. I don't even go to the beach any more as I don't want to go to a peep show.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/3/6 16:21

Quote:
-------------------------the problem is finding someplace to swim where these suits are all thats worn so I don't have to stare at the sand all day at the beac
h.
-------------------------

Craig, you are right on! This is a problem. When we went white water rafting, there were others there who were dressed 
so shamefully. Fortunately, they put us with a family that were dressed more respectfully. And what helps is when they 
make you wear lifejackets!

Your mother in law should not find it difficult to sew any if she is a skilled seamstress. Or, maybe you do not even have t
o be all that skilled - just use a little imagination.

I am glad I could help you...

ginnyrose
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Re:, on: 2007/3/6 16:27

Quote:
-------------------------Thanks for sharing this. I don't even go to the beach any more as I don't want to go to a peep show.
-------------------------

Shudders... I'm more concerned about running into that hairy and overweight Greek sporting rainbow Speedos I saw (un
fortunately) a few years back at Jacksonville Beach in Florida... 

>;')

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/3/6 16:34
tj wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------This is also a concern I have about Â“goodÂ” or Â“ChristianÂ” movies. People never mention the immodest dress and behavior. ItÂ’
s all about the language for many.
-------------------------

tj, you bring up a subject that has really bothered me. A couple years ago we went to see a play, "Annie, Get Your Gun".
It is a very fun play to see, I enjoyed it until the very last part where the two key players embraces so tenderly, so romant
ically. Brother, these two were not married to each other! The lady was married to another man. Let me tell you, I had to 
avert my eyes after a while because of what it did to me! Understand what I am saying? Now I just told you one story: I e
xperience this also when I see this kind of kissing, etc. on a movie...Look, I am a married woman, a grandmother! I find t
his 'experience' very upsetting! And I assume this is the kind of thing males feel when they see immodesty. 

So what does this mean to me, now? It means that if I value my purity, I will be very selective what videos/DVDs I will wa
tch. As it is, I view very few...do not have time for it...am too busy, PTL!

Thanks for the post....

ginnyrose

Re: - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/3/6 16:34
perish the thought  :eek: 

Re: - posted by Santana (), on: 2007/3/6 17:06
I always ask girls, "What's the difference between a 2-piece bathing suit and underwear (besides the fabric)"?? No answ
er.

If females knew how men REALLY thought, there whole wardrobe would change overnight! What a sensual society we li
ve in today. 

I praise God for winters  :-P 

Re: - posted by Santana (), on: 2007/3/6 17:09
Do you guys think the Muslims are to strict with there female swimwear?
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Re: - posted by jordanamo, on: 2007/3/6 18:12

Quote:
-------------------------Do you guys think the Muslims are to strict with there female swimwear?
-------------------------

This answer cannot be answered generally. People have an idea that all Muslims are super-strict-- this is not so. In Tehr
an many youth wear the same sort of fashions that people in Europe and the US wear-- you probably couldnt tell them a
part at all. I wouldn't be surprised thus if their swimsuits were similar to US and Europe. In stricter areas though, dependi
ng, you'll find different. Like the North Side of Tehran, the richer side I believe, you'll find more freedom in dress etc. than
the south side. The more rural the place though, or less commerce (which equals Western influence which equals more 
unmodest clothing)  and you'll find modesty etc. more stricterly enforced.

Anyhow, I don't know extensively on the topic of "Muslim" swimwear-- i just know the "Muslim" part. It depends on the fa
mily, the community, etc. But generally speaking, Muslims to tend to be very modest in their clothing. Generally-- not abs
olutely. Depends where and how and who and what :-)

Jordan

Re:, on: 2007/3/6 18:21

Quote:
-------------------------If females knew how men REALLY thought, there whole wardrobe would change overnight! What a sensual society we live in today.

-------------------------

I'm going out on a limb here - I think women that wear revealing outfits do so to get men to react. Like a peacock's tail, th
e dance of the praying mantis, Magnum P.I.'s Ferrari, or Donald Trump's cash - vanity and reproduction. Women go tan
ning, men buy hot cars... Unsaved women, like unsaved men, play the same vain game with different skills... and they b
oth know what they want out of their vanity.

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by Azulfire (), on: 2007/3/6 19:32
I loved the sites except for the comments made on them, I absolutly believe in modest dress

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by joyinjesus8 (), on: 2007/3/6 21:26
Thank you so much for this post as the subject of modesty in dress is dear to my heart. The Word urges us not to be con
formed to this world or be moulded into it's image, but to be transformed. It's a shame that the majority of Christians don'
t take this caution seriously when it comes to clothing, jewellry make-up and so on. It was so encouraging to read the po
sts in response to ginnyrose.

True beauty comes from the inside, and it is a shame to think that the only way to get attention, or to fit in, is to dress in 
a certain fashion. If we respect the Lord, ourselves and our families we would adhere to the Word of God which is our m
anual for life.

I see nothing wrong with the clothing featured in the sites that ginnyrose kindly shared with us. What a breathe of fresh a
ir it is to see. Many ladies are nifty with needle and thread and can easily whip these items up for themselves and their d
aughters.

May I add that modesty in dress is not just to be aimed at the females. It is possible for men to be imodest as well - but n
ot often spoken about.

As with movies. I saw a Ken Davis video. His father-in-law was not happy with his choice of movie and said something o
n the lines of:
What happened if strangers burst into your homes and abused your wife and daughters etc etc. Ken replied that he woul
d throw them out. His father-in-law replied: "They're here". 

Page 4/50



General Topics :: Modest Swimwear

Something to think about. What do we let into our homes without realising it. What do we expose our children and loved 
ones to.

Once again, thanks for all the posts.
Blessings

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/3/7 10:15

Quote:
-------------------------I think women that wear revealing outfits do so to get men to react. 
-------------------------

Corey, you are absolutely right. Let me tell you a story....

One day I was at Wal-Mart, waiting for my DH to drive up when I saw a pretty young thing come walking up to the store 
with a cute little smile playing on her lips. She had fairly long hair, was dressed in a blouse with a long slit skirt, the slit w
as in front that came up so very far...as she was walking up to the store I watched her eyes and they were running to an
d fro as though to see who was watching her. (Lest someone accuse me of being judgemental, let me assure you this is 
what her body language was telling me.) This was so obvious, there was no mistaking what the girl was doing. She want
ed attention and she got some, but I think she got the most from me! I was standing at a place where I could observe the
entire thing. 

I would like to float an idea here I would like some response: do modern females not like themselves? is that why they dr
ess so provocatively? Or is it a perversion  of God's curse on Eve "and thy desire shall be to thy husband.." (Gen. 3:16)?

Modern feminism has told us we need to compete with males, inferring that female roles are inferior, have less value. So
in response to this they want - and do- dress like men, act like men (too bad they did not grow up on a working farm whe
re the daughters had to work hard, get all dirty and stinky, clothes get torn, then patched). So they will dress immodestly 
to get male attention and the results will only deepen their  feelings of guilt, inferiority because the attention they get is o
n the fleshly level, not the mind. Do females not want to be appreciated for the mind they have? the person they are, the 
character they are? Why concentrate on the reproductive facilities? Everybody has that machinery..nothing unique about
that! Really! I know females want to be loved and admired by people, be they males or females....

Perhaps someone else can give us a better expositon on the reasons why this problem is so widespread - other then jus
t wanting to fit in. 

Blessings,
ginnyrose 

Re: - posted by PreachParsly (), on: 2007/3/7 11:42
I wonder if part of it is to gain authority over a man.  Women can easily do that.

Pro 6:23  For the commandment  a lamp; and the law  light; and reproofs of instruction  the way of life: 

 Pro 6:24  To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. 

 Pro 6:25  Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids. 

 Pro 6:26  For by means of a whorish woman  to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life. 

 Pro 6:27  Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 

 Pro 6:28  Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 

 Pro 6:29  So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not be innocent. 
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I think it is a fact that a woman can easily manipulate a man.  Society even knows it and plays along with it.  How many 
have ever heard of a man being on a "chain?"  Or about "the look" that a woman can give a man and make him whimper
like a pup?  

It's somewhat humorous, but I think we all know it is true. 

Re: - posted by mom23beagles, on: 2007/3/7 11:57
This is an interesting topic for me.  I was married to a porn addict/alcoholic, and I recall the first time we went to Mexico t
ogether (while still dating), I put on a nice, modest, one-piece bathing suit and he immediately sent me back to the hotel 
room to change into a bikini, and he said that he never wanted to see me in anything else but a bikini.  I recall being very
uncomfortable in a bikini, because I have never been one who liked to draw attention to herself.  This is a theme that ha
s permeated my entire life.  

It's been a long time since I've put on a bathing suit, I only do so to take my niece and nephew swimming at the local po
ol.  Because of the sin and the "indoctrination" of my former husband, all of which I allowed because I was not walking in
the Light, I have even moreso come to loathe how I look because it was never good enough for him.  No matter what I di
d, it always had to be better.  Tighter, more low-cut, more revealing, higher heels, well, you get my drift.  He even took m
e to get me fitted for breast implants.  I probably would have gone through with it too, had he had the $5K and been able
to afford it. :-( 

Now God is slowly dealing with me on that issue, healing the wounds and my self-esteem is slowly being lifted by the gr
ace of God and His love for me.  

All that to say this about the swimwear that is on those websites, I am not convinced that, to maintain holiness before Go
d, one needs to go to the beach completely covered, but a nice, modest, one-piece bathing suit with maybe a wrap woul
d be fine too.  We are responsible to not lead others into sin, and that means dressing in a way that does not lead to imp
ure thoughts on the part of another person.

I see 1 Corinthians 10:31-33 as a guide:

"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 

Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved."

There will be such people who will think impure thoughts regardless of how modestly we dress, though.  Over that, we h
ave no control. 

Just my thoughts on all this.

Mia and Bailey, Dugan, Buddy & Agnes the beagles.

Re:, on: 2007/3/7 12:25
This is a great topic. One that is very much needed today because you rarely hear any one preaching on it. It's not just s
wim wear tho... whenever we visit an "institutional" church my wife and I are amazed at what some women wear even to 
church.

Krispy
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Re:, on: 2007/3/7 13:55

Quote:
-------------------------Perhaps someone else can give us a better expositon on the reasons why this problem is so widespread - other then just wanting to
fit in.
-------------------------

"Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing
as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet: Therefore the LORD will smite them with a scab the crown of the daught
ers of Zion, and the LORD will discover their secret parts. In that day, the LORD will take away the bravery of their tinklin
g ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like the moon, The chains and the bracelets, and the 
mufflers, The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, The rings, 
and nose jewels, The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantels, and the wimples, and the crisping pins, The glasses
, and the fine linen, and the hood, and the vails. And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stin
k; and instead of a girdle a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackloth; 
and burning instead of beauty... (ISAIAH 3:16-24) 

Brings to mind Brtiney Spears shaving her head during her recent breakdown...

Re:, on: 2007/3/7 14:08

Quote:
-------------------------Brings to mind Brtiney Spears shaving her head during her recent breakdown...
-------------------------

That's the world showing all who have ears to hear that that is what it has to offer us... nothing.

Krispy

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2007/3/7 16:41

I think that part of the reason some young women put themselves on display is because they have a deep seated hole in
their hearts bacause they had no daddy to love them when growing up or "loved" them in a improper way.

They keep trying to prove that they are desirable and worth something, but are totally ignorant of the fact that this is the 
wrong answer.

Only Jesus can fill that hole in your heart, not some guy. So they go from man to man to man and none of them are the 
daddy they missed growing up. They need "The Father". 

Also I too am amazed at what some girls are allowed by their parents to where to church or anywhere for that matter. Be
llies and cleavage showing, and the parents appear oblivious to it. I had one woman tell me she told her daughter it was 
OK for a boy to tell her she was beautiful but not hot, as she was dressed in the something so low and tight a prostitute 
would have worn it. What is wrong with our brains? God help our iittle girls. The mother dressed this way too.

I will tell a personal testimony. I never let my girls wear anything revealing. After my oldest daughter got married she ca
me to my house with a skirt an blouse on that revealed her tummy. I took her aside and told her that her tummy belonge
d to her husband and shouldn't be revealed to anyone but him. I don't know if she wears that outfit anymore, but she doe
sn't wear it around me and she is 30 years old.

We, men and women need to be modest. It isn't appropriate for men to wear mini speedos either.
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Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by joyinjesus8 (), on: 2007/3/7 18:01
Goldminer wrote:

I think that part of the reason some young women put themselves on display is because they have a deep seated hole in
their hearts bacause they had no daddy to love them when growing up or "loved" them in a improper way.

This is a large part of the problem. Children learn from what they live with, and sadly most don't have the power to break
the cycle. If only they knew there was a Way!

We have the craziest laws now (I guess you folk have them to). Human rights  :-P  what a joke. They are no rights at all. 
If you say no to your children or discipline them you can end up n a cell.  If someone is wearing revealing clothing they h
ave the right to express themselves (yes, they do certainly express themselves) but others do not have the right to point 
out the disadvantages of such dress. You could go on and on with examples.

I was looking after one of my elderly clients and she was watching a talk show on the tv. There was a young woman who
had had 9 paternity tests for her son, and the latest man was not his father. Her dress was not modest, nor her speech. 
She was hysterical. My  heart went out to her, it doesn't have to be like this for anyone. The thing that struck me was tha
t she said that she has morals. I guess (to the world's view) morals change with the times. But morals are morals, and th
e Lord's guidelines are there to be taken seriously for they are a safe haven.

There is a total breakdown in the area of moral living, modesty and family values. People are proud and arrogant, cateri
ng for self alone, with no real love for fellow man.   Yet we can rejoice because we know that He is coming soon! 

Matthew 24:37 
37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.

In the meantime let us not be idle, the harvest is ripe. 

Blessings

Re:, on: 2008/8/27 21:09
 
  I just saw this. Thanks for the links. I went shopping for dresses this week and in every department store the dresses w
ere either long but low cut or not low cut but too short! :-P I ended up not buying anything! 

Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2008/8/27 22:02

Quote:
-------------------------
KrispyKrittr wrote:
 whenever we visit an "institutional" church my wife and I are amazed at what some women wear even to church.Krispy
-------------------------

Amen Brother! I have seen some wear more clothes to the beach than Church. You should be so Blessed like me to sit 
next to my wife and get to hear all the comments she makes when so nice looking lady walks by in front of us at Church 
with a low cut blouse and short dress and I am not joking I see this a lot. What in the world are these women thinking? ar
e maybe there not thinking or they came strictly to meet a man and not God.
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Re: - posted by theopenlife, on: 2008/8/28 0:35
Before what I consider my conversion, I attended a bible college in Southern California. In fact, I went on staff for two
years as the resident pool/water feature guy.

A few years before I came, I think they required women to wear shorts and t-shirts over their one-piece suits. By the time
I got there, in 2002, they had just begun allowing women to wear "modest" two pieces without coverings. (No two-piece
is modest, and, in my opinion, a one-piece is only as modest as that woman is unattractive.) By the time I left in 2005,
girls at this bible college were not only wearing the scantest of two pieces but stalked about the campus in next to
nothing as well. If a typical swimsuit isn't immodest, what is? What does it say of bible education coming from men who
can't realize this and do something about it?

In late 2005, when I came to Christ, I was dumbfounded that this was allowed to go on. They call it "liberty", but I know
for a fact, having been a student and staff member, that most men on campus complained to one another about
"struggling with lust". Not badly enough to picket the pool!

I'm not out to point fingers. I was with them and I wasn't complaining about anything but the guilt and shame.

My candid request to any woman reading this, and to those men who have influence upon the women they know, is for
women to seriously consider abstinence from form-fitting swimsuits unless you're certain you are unattractive. Even
then, wearing one promotes the license of others who are. Recommendation: if you want to swim, wear a loose shirt,
wear some long-ish board shorts. Better yet, swim with women. That's how it used to be until culture caved to the
pressure and temptation.

Finally, some verses for your consideration.

"As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a beautiful woman without discretion." 

" that women adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control; not with finely-braided hair, or gol
d, or pearls, or costly attire; But (which is appropriate to women professing godliness) with good works." 

"Do not let your adorning be externalÂ—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wearÂ
— but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which
in GodÂ’s sight is very precious." 

Note in this next verse the connection that is made between the uncovering of the legs and nakedness. This is to be a di
sgrace, not because the human form is itself shameful, but because it should not be used in ways tending necessarily to
sin, and which defy the post-fall meaning of clothing.

"Take the millstones and grind flour,
put off your veil,
strip off your robe, uncover your legs,
pass through the rivers.
Your nakedness shall be uncovered,
and your disgrace shall be seen."

Now here's an interesting observation, for whatever it's worth. Following the fall into sin, Adam and Eve make loincloths, 
presumably covering an area similar to typical bathing suits. God does not leave them in this condition, but gives them m
ore thorough coverings.

"Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and mad
e themselves loincloths." ... "And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them."

Note Matthew Henry's commentary on this passage,

    Observe, 1. That clothes came in with sin. We should have had no occasion for them, either for defence or decency, if
sin had not made us naked, to our shame. Little reason therefore we have to be proud of our clothes, which are but the 
badges of our poverty and infamy. 2. That when God made clothes for our first parents he made them warm and strong, 
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but coarse and very plain: not robes of scarlet, but coats of skin. Their clothes were made, not of silk and satin, but plain 
skins; not trimmed, nor embroidered, none of the ornaments which the daughters of Sion afterwards invented, and pride
d themselves in. Let the poor, that are meanly clad, learn hence not to complain: having food and a covering, let them b
e content; they are as well done to as Adam and Eve were. And let the rich, that are finely clad, learn hence not to make
the putting on of apparel their adorning, 1 Pt. 3:3. 3. That God is to be acknowledged with thankfulness, not only in givin
g us food, but in giving us clothes also, ch. 28:20. The wool and the flax are his, as well as the corn and the wine, Hos. 2
:9. 4. These coats of skin had a significancy. The beasts whose skins they were must be slain, slain before their eyes, to
show them what death is, and (as it is Eccl. 3:18) that they may see that they themselves were beasts, mortal and dying.
It is supposed that they were slain, not for food, but for sacrifice, to typify the great sacrifice, which, in the latter end of th
e world, should be offered once for all. Thus the first thing that died was a sacrifice, or Christ in a figure, who is therefore
said to be the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. These sacrifices were divided between God and man, in toke
n of reconciliation: the flesh was offered to God, a whole burnt-offering; the skins were given to man for clothing, signifyi
ng that, Jesus Christ having offered himself to God a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour, we are to clothe ourselves wit
h his righteousness as with a garment, that the shame of our nakedness may not appear. Adam and Eve made for them
selves aprons of fig-leaves, a covering too narrow for them to wrap themselves in, Isa. 28:20. Such are all the rags of ou
r own righteousness. But God made them coats of skins; large, and strong, and durable, and fit for them; such is the righ
teousness of Christ. Therefore put on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/8/28 8:17
Rivqah,

Have you ever considered learning to sew? I have sewed as far back as I can remember and love it. (In fact, there are s
o many projects I want to do I think I have to live to be 200 years old to accomplish them! I shared this with a lady recent
ly and she said "Good luck!").  This will give you total control on the styles you wear. And it is so much fun! Really! You c
an be creative and are limited only by your imagination. Now if you think you have this is short supply, never fear, this gr
ows by degrees and can be developed. The biggest thing is to get started. And if you still have some reservations, ask t
he LORD to see what he would have you do. Methinks He is very interested in this project.

If you wish to discuss this more PM me. 

Blessings,
ginnyrose

Re: - posted by JRuth (), on: 2008/8/28 13:56
hi ya'll!
I just saw this thread...
I agree that sewing for yourself is the best way to go. I just want to say thank you for the encouragement given to seek
to follow modesty!!
What I need to remember is that modesty is not just clothes and outward appearance...it is also an attitude and a spirit
of...being under authority, I think is what it is, somewhere in the root of the matter!

And thinking of being under authority, I highly recommend the messages by Don Courville on '
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid688) How Satan Destroys a Church' Especially th
e 1st one ;) hope this ad is ok! ~Jerusala  

Re:, on: 2008/8/28 15:26

Quote:
-------------------------
ginnyrose wrote:
Rivqah,

Have you ever considered learning to sew? I have sewed as far back as I can remember and love it. (In fact, there are so many projects I want to do I t
hink I have to live to be 200 years old to accomplish them! I shared this with a lady recently and she said "Good luck!").  This will give you total control 
on the styles you wear. And it is so much fun! Really! You can be creative and are limited only by your imagination. Now if you think you have this is sh
ort supply, never fear, this grows by degrees and can be developed. The biggest thing is to get started. And if you still have some reservations, ask the
LORD to see what he would have you do. Methinks He is very interested in this project.
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If you wish to discuss this more PM me. 

Blessings,
ginnyrose

-------------------------

   Yes, ginnyrose I do sew but I am working a full time, 10 hour a day job and I have five kids so I haven't had much time.

  I honestly hate fussing over anything, maybe it's impatience or else I have ADD. If I am totally into something I do really
well at it. I am either totally into it or I am not at all. If I don't have enough time to do it right or it is taking me away from a
nything else more important than I don't bother with it. I guess this is an area I need to work on.

I really DO NOT enjoy clothes shopping. I mostly like wearing long jeans skirts if I can find them. You can wear a dressy 
shirt with it for church and come home a throw a t-shirt on.  :-) 

   No Ironing,

   No fussing,

   They don't wrinkle,

   Casual or Dressy,

   Wash them a thousand times and they still hold up,

   Hang them in the sun, 

   over dry them in the dryer, 

   run over them with your car,

   and they still hold up!

   Plus they are inexpensive,

   but most of all...

  Modest!!!  :-) 

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by awakenwithin (), on: 2008/8/28 17:55
Ginnyrose,
Thank you dear sister. May God draw you deeper in His word and payer. Indeed this a subject that is greatly needed to 
be spoken about in the Church. 

Let love deeper and press in more to pray for our beloved sisters in the Lord, May Gods grace be given to them  to see t
his is not helpful to other brotehrs or is it honoring to God. May God grow  them deep desire in their hearts to honor Chri
st in what they wear. But even a women can be modest in dress and not in heart, so God draw us deep to grip our heart
s to be modest in heart and dress. 

One pastor said what you wear, show what is going in your heart. Let us go to our hearts. 
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Sisters If you want to know what Guys think, Go here and read what they have to say about what you wear. http://www.t
herebelution.com/modestysurvey/

In Christ Alone
Charlene

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/8/28 22:47
Rivqah,

Lady, you have a full-time job just caring for your children. Are you saying you work away from home and have still five y
ounguns to care for?  Methinks caring for five children plus a husband is a 24/7 job! We also had five children - four boys
and one girl! It was a job back then and as the world is getting worse so is the task of mothering getting to be more diffic
ult.

Take care and God bless!

ginnyrose

Re:, on: 2008/8/29 12:26

Quote:
-------------------------
ginnyrose wrote:
Rivqah,

Lady, you have a full-time job just caring for your children. Are you saying you work away from home and have still five younguns to care for?  Methink
s caring for five children plus a husband is a 24/7 job! 
ginnyrose
-------------------------

   Yea, I'm on break right now. It's nice to stop in and check up on SI.  :-) If you find any quick and easy skirt patterns ma
ybe you could post them. I'm thinking about making skirts and selling them. Thanks sister!

Re:, on: 2008/9/4 12:35
Michael, thank you for this post.  

I have to wonder that if Christian men were more honest with their sisters about the effects defrauding dress has on
them, if we wouldn't see an overall change in the dress of Christian women.  I know that it goes both ways, some women
know exactly what they're doing when they dress provocatively, but there are others who may know that their clothes are
immodest but have no clue what the implications of it are because the men around them are silent and say nothing
about it.  I'm not really sure why Christian men allow their wives and daughters to wear swim suits or provocative clothin
g in the public, but I have to ask the question, are women being protected when they're allowed to expose themselves in
that way? Is it because of pride that men are silent?   And are sisters prepared to humbly receive truth from their brother
s?

I don't understand why there is so much silence...but it makes me all the more grateful when a brother does stand up an
d share from his perspective in this area.

Quote:
-------------------------
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theopenlife wrote:
Before what I consider my conversion, I attended a bible college in Southern California. In fact, I went on staff for two years as the resident pool/water f
eature guy.

A few years before I came, I think they required women to wear shorts and t-shirts over their one-piece suits. By the time I got there, in 2002, they had 
just begun allowing women to wear "modest" two pieces without coverings. (No two-piece is modest, and, in my opinion, a one-piece is only as modest
as that woman is unattractive.) By the time I left in 2005, girls at this bible college were not only wearing the scantest of two pieces but stalked about th
e campus in next to nothing as well. If a typical swimsuit isn't immodest, what is? What does it say of bible education coming from men who can't realiz
e this and do something about it?

In late 2005, when I came to Christ, I was dumbfounded that this was allowed to go on. They call it "liberty", but I know for a fact, having been a studen
t and staff member, that most men on campus complained to one another about "struggling with lust". Not badly enough to picket the pool!

I'm not out to point fingers. I was with them and I wasn't complaining about anything but the guilt and shame.

My candid request to any woman reading this, and to those men who have influence upon the women they know, is for women to seriously consider a
bstinence from form-fitting swimsuits unless you're certain you are unattractive. Even then, wearing one promotes the license of others who are. Reco
mmendation: if you want to swim, wear a loose shirt, wear some long-ish board shorts. Better yet, swim with women. That's how it used to be until cult
ure caved to the pressure and temptation.

Finally, some verses for your consideration.

"As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a beautiful woman without discretion." 

" that women adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control; not with finely-braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly attire; Bu
t (which is appropriate to women professing godliness) with good works." 

"Do not let your adorning be externalÂ—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wearÂ— but let your adorning be the
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in GodÂ’s sight is very precious." 

Note in this next verse the connection that is made between the uncovering of the legs and nakedness. This is to be a disgrace, not because the huma
n form is itself shameful, but because it should not be used in ways tending necessarily to sin, and which defy the post-fall meaning of clothing.

"Take the millstones and grind flour,
put off your veil,
strip off your robe, uncover your legs,
pass through the rivers.
Your nakedness shall be uncovered,
and your disgrace shall be seen."

Now here's an interesting observation, for whatever it's worth. Following the fall into sin, Adam and Eve make loincloths, presumably covering an area 
similar to typical bathing suits. God does not leave them in this condition, but gives them more thorough coverings.

"Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths." ... "A
nd the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them."

Note Matthew Henry's commentary on this passage,

    Observe, 1. That clothes came in with sin. We should have had no occasion for them, either for defence or decency, if sin had not made us naked, t
o our shame. Little reason therefore we have to be proud of our clothes, which are but the badges of our poverty and infamy. 2. That when God made 
clothes for our first parents he made them warm and strong, but coarse and very plain: not robes of scarlet, but coats of skin. Their clothes were made,
not of silk and satin, but plain skins; not trimmed, nor embroidered, none of the ornaments which the daughters of Sion afterwards invented, and pride
d themselves in. Let the poor, that are meanly clad, learn hence not to complain: having food and a covering, let them be content; they are as well don
e to as Adam and Eve were. And let the rich, that are finely clad, learn hence not to make the putting on of apparel their adorning, 1 Pt. 3:3. 3. That Go
d is to be acknowledged with thankfulness, not only in giving us food, but in giving us clothes also, ch. 28:20. The wool and the flax are his, as well as t
he corn and the wine, Hos. 2:9. 4. These coats of skin had a significancy. The beasts whose skins they were must be slain, slain before their eyes, to s
how them what death is, and (as it is Eccl. 3:18) that they may see that they themselves were beasts, mortal and dying. It is supposed that they were s
lain, not for food, but for sacrifice, to typify the great sacrifice, which, in the latter end of the world, should be offered once for all. Thus the first thing tha
t died was a sacrifice, or Christ in a figure, who is therefore said to be the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. These sacrifices were divided b
etween God and man, in token of reconciliation: the flesh was offered to God, a whole burnt-offering; the skins were given to man for clothing, signifyin
g that, Jesus Christ having offered himself to God a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour, we are to clothe ourselves with his righteousness as with a g
arment, that the shame of our nakedness may not appear. Adam and Eve made for themselves aprons of fig-leaves, a covering too narrow for them to
wrap themselves in, Isa. 28:20. Such are all the rags of our own righteousness. But God made them coats of skins; large, and strong, and durable, an
d fit for them; such is the righteousness of Christ. Therefore put on the Lord Jesus Christ.
-------------------------
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Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2008/9/4 12:39
Wow! 33 Replies	  2242 Views

This thread sure got a lot of folks attention, but not many wanted to key in.  :-) 

Re:, on: 2008/9/4 16:19

Quote:
-------------------------
Roniya wrote:
Michael, thank you for this post.  

I have to wonder that if Christian men were more honest with their sisters about the effects defrauding dress has on them, if we wouldn't see an overall
change in the dress of Christian women.  I know that it goes both ways, some women know exactly what they're doing when they dress provocatively, 
but there are others who may know that their clothes are immodest but have no clue what the implications of it are because the men around them are 
silent and say nothing about it.  I'm not really sure why Christian men allow their wives and daughters to wear swim suits or provocative clothing in the 
public, but I have to ask the question, are women being protected when they're allowed to expose themselves in that way? Is it because of pride that 
men are silent?   And are sisters prepared to humbly receive truth from their brothers?

I don't understand why there is so much silence...but it makes me all the more grateful when a brother does stand up and share from his perspective in
this area.

-------------------------

    Women do know what they are doing when they dress like this but I'm not sure that they are ALWAYS trying to attract
men, show up the other women or if it's just insecurity and nothing else or everything combined. First of all if you attend 
a modern day contemporary church and your the preacher's wife for some reason these women feel like they have to lo
ok better than the rest of the women in the church and it can get really ugly and I've witnessed it, like a beauty contest w
here the other contestant puts baby oil in your hairspray. 

   The fact of the matter is that you can only do so much to yourself physically and if you don't have it than you don;t hav
e it. After that you begin to see the fits of jealousy and envy and their carnal husbands if they are carnal are getting a kic
k out of the whole thing. Than these women will try and accentuate what they do have all the more and it's us sitting in th
e pews (especially the men)who have to endure all of this especially if they (the women)are worship leaders. Since she's
the pastors wife she thinks she has to out-do everyone else. That means dress sexier, smile bigger, walk faster in those 
heals (careful not to trip or it's all over for you baby), jump higher, shout louder, wave your hands faster (careful to lift the
m high), talk faster and oh what a production. And me YES, I do in the flesh get a kick out of this and YES in the flesh I t
hink it's hilarious but in the spirit it's all disgusting in the eyes of God and even the world.

    I've see everything lately from four inch, high heal, leapard skin, pumps to four inch, high heel, candy red, pantent leat
her, pumps :-P :-P but none of the women who were wearing them were physically attractive at all to the point even the 
carnal men were disappointed and than off the go in their Sunday worst home to duke it out with their husband who was 
looking at some other women and why should she get mad doesn't she know she is causing other men and women to st
umble herself??? :-( 
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Re:, on: 2008/9/8 10:17
   I posted this on my xanga site:

  "Aren't you disgusted with the way some women dress in church? One woman said that she wondered if they realized t
he effect of the way they were dressing had on men. It's possible that some do not but I believe most do and do not care
. It makes you wonder why they do this. Why not dress like this for your husband at home behind closed doors? Why do 
you have to dress like this in church and for whom are you dressing? I don't want to pass judgement but I think these are
legitimate questions that women need to ask themselves. I have seen alot lately as I know many have, too much that I d
o not care to see, thank you very much. We're not at all interested and looking at what you've got, we for the most part a
tleast just want to focus on the Lord. After all if a man wanted to lust he could go to a porn site at home (GOD FORBID) 
but he is here to try and take his mind off all that. We see it at work and everywhere we go do we have to look at your pa
rtially clothed sleazy wardrobe here too? Again not passing judgement but just ask God to search your heart because yo
u will find that you are being used as a tool of the enemy. If you love the world than you are at enmnity with God." 

 

Re:, on: 2008/9/8 11:25

Quote:
-------------------------
Rivqah wrote:
   I posted this on my xanga site:

  "Aren't you disgusted with the way some women dress in church? One woman said that she wondered if they realized the effect of the way they were
dressing had on men. It's possible that some do not but I believe most do and do not care. It makes you wonder why they do this. Why not dress like th
is for your husband at home behind closed doors? Why do you have to dress like this in church and for whom are you dressing? I don't want to pass ju
dgement but I think these are legitimate questions that women need to ask themselves. I have seen alot lately as I know many have, too much that I d
o not care to see, thank you very much. We're not at all interested and looking at what you've got, we for the most part atleast just want to focus on the
Lord. After all if a man wanted to lust he could go to a porn site at home (GOD FORBID) but he is here to try and take his mind off all that. We see it at 
work and everywhere we go do we have to look at your partially clothed sleazy wardrobe here too? Again not passing judgement but just ask God to s
earch your heart because you will find that you are being used as a tool of the enemy. If you love the world than you are at enmity with God." 

 

-------------------------

   We'll I hope I don't get in trouble...I just posted this on our church websight for everyone in the congregation to see...P
RAY FOR ME PLEASE!!!...Seriously brothers and sisters, I need prayer!

Re:, on: 2008/9/8 11:58
   Oh and I don't regret doing it either but I could use the prayer. 

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/9/8 17:47

Quote:
-------------------------
ginnyrose wrote:

It is a garb I do not have to be afraid who sees me nor do I experience any reluctance to ask the LORD for his protection while dressed like this!

-------------------------

Quote:
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-------------------------
theopenlife wrote:

A few years before I came, I think they required women to wear shorts and t-shirts over their one-piece suits. By the time I got there, in 2002, they had 
just begun allowing women to wear "modest" two pieces without coverings. (No two-piece is modest, and, in my opinion, a one-piece is only as modest
as that woman is unattractive.) By the time I left in 2005, girls at this bible college were not only wearing the scantest of two pieces but stalked about th
e campus in next to nothing as well. If a typical swimsuit isn't immodest, what is? What does it say of bible education coming from men who can't realiz
e this and do something about it?

-------------------------

Here we two examples of the extremes of Christianity and in my view both are wrong.

Legalism can rare it's head in the areas of clothing, music, hairstyles, and the use of cosmetics. Legalism comes into pla
y when we decide that our standard in these areas is the correct standard and demand that everyone else abide by our 
standard, looking down on them or even considering them unspiritual if they do not.

Liberalism can also rare it's head in the areas of clothing, music, hairstyles, and the use of cosmetics. Liberalism comes 
into play when we decide that there is no real standard and if anyone says anything different then they don't understand 
God's grace and are missing the mark.

Heb 8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel After those days, saith the Lord; I will put my la
ws into their mind, And on their heart also will I write them: And I will be to them a God, And they shall be to me a people
.

If you are truly born again you will know God's laws. You will know what is right and what is wrong. You will not need any
one one to tell you to dress this or that way your heart will guide you in way you should dress. 

Holiness is not something you earn it's a character of God. God tells us be Holy as I am Holy. Many people try to be Hol
y but they will never get there in there own strength as only God is Holy. Holiness must be a work of the spirit there can 
be no other way but through the spirit. Can anyone say they are equal to God?

This is what I am finding in my own life it does not matter how I try I will never get to the standard that God expects from 
me. I must seek him to make me Holy, I must ask as in all my trying I will never to it. I have came to the conclusion that I
stink, that I am unclean and there is no way that I can ever reach the standard that God requires. I never will manage so 
I must cry out to God and say.

Rom 7:24 Wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of the body of this death?

I thank you God for Jesus the Christ that I am a son of God and he will hear my cry and will come down to deliver me an
d make me Holy.

Ginny if I had been one the guards while you white water rafting I would have put you in with the people that wore the le
ast amount of clothes just to see how you would react.

Remember Jesus came to seek that what was lost.

Re: - posted by Watered, on: 2008/9/8 20:13
i'm sorry if i am hijacking this thread, i just have a quick question.  Please forgive me if i sound disgusting, but what is lus
t?  because being a 17 year old , and i go to a public school, and some of the girls dress crazy, how do i know that i lust,
like i have a main idea of what it is but can someone give me a definition, because the way i deal with this problem is i ju
st look at the ground, its safe that way but sometimes you see a very beautiful young lady and i don't know if i lust, i just 
really want to be pure and Godly and i want to view young ladies in a pure and right fashion.

Again please forgive me that i am writing this and if it is inappropriate, this topic is a scary topic.  Thanks much.
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Re:, on: 2008/9/8 20:17
  Wow! It's amazing all of the positive responses I have recieved already on my xanga site regarding this post. Women a
re outraged and should be. Their is a big difference between a lack of discretion and dressing like a whore and we all sh
ould know the difference and do unless were just not saved. 

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/8 20:49

Quote:
-------------------------but what is lust?
-------------------------

Lust is when you have a strong desire for something that is not rightfully yours to have or use. Make sense? A person ca
n lust for things (covetousness), for a persons body (fornicate), power (pride of life). Simply put it is a perversion of desir
e. Make sense?

I am impressed with your desire to be holy. You talk this over with the LORD and I am sure He will impress upon your mi
nd what it is.

God bless you, son,
ginnyrose

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/8 20:57

Quote:
-------------------------Here we two examples of the extremes of Christianity and in my view both are wrong
-------------------------

So be it if obedience  to the Holy Spirit's leading is being legalistic: I happily accept that distinction! 

Sir, I wonder what gives with you? Anytime anyone takes a postion on anything you come along and call them legalistic 
or attack them in one form or another. Why do you fight others so much?

ginnyrose

Re:, on: 2008/9/9 15:05
   I just recieved this from another sister on this subject. The replies on my post just keep coming in. I so thank God, for 
women with convictions after all of the whoredom we face every Sunday morning. I know their are alot of women in our c
hurch who are not happy about it but have not yet spoken out about it. My comment on the church websight is still under
"review" so it may not get posted.

  "Student Groups - General 
Description: 
Hey girls, 
I received an e-mail awhile back and I was not going to read it because I did not know who it was from, but I am so glad 
that I did. Girls, I am not preaching, but I encourage you to read this letter from the hearts of our Christian brothers. I lov
e you sisters and that is why I am sending this your way! Let's be an encouragement and help to our brothers! :) 
Letter down below.... 

Girls, could we talk to you right out of our hearts for a few minutes? It is awkward for us to talk about something of this n
ature, in person, 
so we thought we would write our feelings. 
We are young men who have been saved. We desperately want to live for Christ and not follow the ways of the 
world. We feel in our hearts that we should live "holy" lives. After all, our 
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bodies are the temple, the sanctuary, the place where the "Holy" Spirit 
lives and makes His home. 
We know that guys and girls are affected differently, so since we desperately want to follow hard after God, could we kin
dly and respectfully ask you to help us with a few things? We realize that girls are primarily stimulated or turned on by "to
uch." 
Did you know that guys are turned on by "sight?" So when you are "aroused" (sexually awakened) by a guy's "touch," w
e are in the same 
way aroused by mere "sight." Let us explain. When we see girls who are dressed in a suggestive, revealing, provocative,
teasing, tantalizing 
manner, our sexual desires are aroused. Our bodies are then affected. To be absolutely candid, let us give you some ex
amples of what we are 
referring to. If you are wearing a blouse that barely meets the waist of your slacks and some of your skin shows while yo
u are moving around, or simply while you are walking, sitting, or kneeling, our minds are 
geared to wonder what more of your body would look like further up....This causes our bodies to respond biologically, an
d suddenly we 
are fighting a war in our minds and bodies. And that war of lust is continuing often long, even hours, after you are gone. 
We hate this, because our "righteous man" wants to think pure thoughts.... 
When you wear low-cut tops which are in any degree revealing, or when you bend over, and they are revealing, this agai
n causes us big problems in the flesh. The Spirit and the flesh begin to fight again. What we are trying to say is this: If it i
s not for sale, don't 
advertise it. We really feel that the still small voice of the Holy Spirit speaks to you and nudges you when it is too tight, to
o short, too low, or too revealing. Will you listen to that voice? For the Scripture says, "Quench not the Spirit." (1 Thess. 
5:19) 
Girls, do you know what we would really like? We would like to come among our Christian sisters and not have to fight a
nd struggle in the flesh. We do not need to have to wrestle in the flesh at church or at church activities. We men, whethe
r young, old, single or married, are 
faced with this every day among girls of the "world." But we would like to have rest in our Spirit man when we come amo
ng Christian girls. 
After all, doesn't the Scripture tell us to "come out from among the world and be you separate, saith the Lord." (2 Cor. 6:
17) It also tells 
us that "all that is in the world, the lust of the eye, and the lust of the flesh, is not of the Father, but is of the world." (1 Jo
hn 2:15) We are the church, not the world. 
We know that people often use the verse, "Man looketh on the outward appearance, but God looketh on the heart," (1 S
am. 16:7) to condone 
anything they wish to wear. This is one of the most misused/used out-of-context verses in the Bible. Conversely, the fact
is, if your heart is pure, your outward appearance will be modest.... 
Girls can be fashionable and modest at the same time. To be honest, we respect you more when your appearance is mo
dest, as the Scripture commands in 1 Timothy 2:9. We really do not want the kind of girl who dresses provocatively, for 
we know that if we marry her, she will still be that way in the presence of other men once we are married. 
We know that we have Christian responsibilites toward girls, too. We must be careful to portray ourselves properly. We 
must treat you like ladies. If we are really committed Christian guys, we will strive to treat you like Jesus would. After all, 
you are daughters of God. 
Thank you, dear Christian sisters, for hearing our hearts on this subject. Once we have conveyed the truth of the matter 
to you, you become responsible before God for what you do with the truth. We really are "our brother's keeper." (Genesi
s 4:9.) We know that there is a 
"cult of conformity" in our generation, but we as Christians "march to the beat of a different drummer." Please, girls, do n
ot say, "I don't care," but help us in these last days to live as close to Jesus as we 
can. Thank you so much. 

Sincerely, 

Committed Christian Guys"   "
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Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/9 18:13
Rivquah,

Thanks so much for sharing this: it is so timely! and I would guess most males who frequent this forum would say a hear
ty "AMEN!" I am no male but from discussions read here and elsewhere it is right on.

I have often wondered what one should do when a female visits your church wearing such immodest clothing - I am talki
ng about low-cut necklines with ample cleavage showing. The last time a certain girl visited our church (she would visit o
ccasionally because her grandparents attend there) wearing such skimpy clothing (she is a professing Christian) I got so
upset and seriously wondered what can be done. She knows we ladies do not dress like this nor approve of it, so why o
n earth did she do it???? The idea flitted through my mind to go to the nursery and get a blanket and ask her to wrap it a
round her shoulders...she has not been there since and I do wonder if I would actually have the nerve to do it....

Anyhow, thanks for sharing Rivquah.

ginnyrose

Re:, on: 2008/9/11 16:53

Quote:
-------------------------
ginnyrose wrote:
Rivquah,

Anyhow, thanks for sharing Rivquah.

ginnyrose

-------------------------

    Anytime Rosie, gin gins!  :-?  :-D I mean Sandra, right?

   Rivqah, (Riv-kah)--Hebrew for Rebecca. ;-) 

 

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/11 18:47

Quote:
-------------------------I mean Sandra, right?
-------------------------

Most people call me this. Some call me Mom, or Grandma and one person calls me Honey! :-) 

ginnyrose
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Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/11 20:42
Dear Ginnyrose,

I hate to just jump in, I have been following this thread and remember this situation well in some of the churches we
have been in.

Ginnyrose wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------I have often wondered what one should do when a female visits your church wearing such immodest clothing - I am talking about lo
w-cut necklines with ample cleavage showing. The last time a certain girl visited our church (she would visit occasionally because her grandparents att
end there) wearing such skimpy clothing (she is a professing Christian) I got so upset and seriously wondered what can be done. She knows we ladies
do not dress like this nor approve of it, so why on earth did she do it???? The idea flitted through my mind to go to the nursery and get a blanket and a
sk her to wrap it around her shoulders...she has not been there since and I do wonder if I would actually have the nerve to do it....
-------------------------

When we attended a denominational church that had many of these types of young girls my daughter sewed her own clo
thes, dresses, and wore a head covering. 

Since I don't sew much, and have never worn a head covering I wondered where it came from.
She told me, "Mom, if I don't dress like this, I'll have to wear speghetti straps and a tight skirt".

Of course we stood with her. Once in the young people's Sunday School class the youth leaders wife asked the question
to all that were there: "Who would you rather be approached and witnessed to by: this girl with the dress and a headcov
ering; or this girl with modern, skimpy clothes?"

Oddly, almost every single guy in the class said my daughter; and almost every single girl said the other girl wearing mo
dern clothes.

Girls have a lot of competition, acceptance issues and pressures on every hand to conform to modern day "fashion".

My guess is, that if you had given her a blanket, she probably would have just gotten embarrassed but not changed her 
style of dress.
(How well do you know her grandparents? Could you gracefully approach them?)

Strangely, the same sunday school teacher who asked the question with my daughter in it, I had personally seen come 
up to the balcony and tell girls on the front to sit in a lady like fashion, as the ministers could see her underwear... on mo
re than one occassion, and pretty much on every front row...

Yet, I can't help but wonder what older woman, one she would listen to, could approach her and let her know that God lo
ves modesty? 

That doesn't mean she has to wear a certain "style" of bibbed dress with 10 pleats in the front and back that reaches to 
her mid calf; but a modest style, one that is befitting a young woman representing godliness.

It is a quandry I have thought about often.

I pray that God would help all of us who are "older", have the grace, love and wisdom to teach these young women som
e discretion.

Blessings to you all!
Lori

Page 20/50



General Topics :: Modest Swimwear

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/12 23:44
Lori,

Very thoughtful post, Lori. It is so gratifying to know there are other ladies in other churches who share the same
concerns. 

You know it is very difficult for an older sister in the church to teach the young because they consider us white haired
ladies to be old-fashioned and out-of-date with the times.

 
Quote:
-------------------------My guess is, that if you had given her a blanket, she probably would have just gotten embarrassed but not changed her style of dre
ss.
-------------------------

You right on this. I know it really would not work, but I am frustrated because people should not have to deal with lustful t
houghts when you are in a worship service honoring God! It is as though the devil himself is sitting there working to diver
t your attention away from God. 

Quote:
-------------------------I had personally seen come up to the balcony and tell girls on the front to sit in a lady like fashion, as the ministers could see her un
derwear... on more than one occasion, and pretty much on every front row...
-------------------------

I have heard of churches erecting barriers in front of front rows to hide exposed flesh. 

Quote:
-------------------------I pray that God would help all of us who are "older", have the grace, love and wisdom to teach these young women some discretion
-------------------------

This is what we need to pray earnestly about because we are considered old-fashioned, out of touch by the younger set.

Lori, there seems to me to be a more fundamental issue at stake here, do you not think? Do you not think it is the one th
at deals with the holiness of God? People have little or no concept of it. Too many regard God as a heavenly- Santa-Cla
us-in-the-sky that gives gifts when we ask for them, or make the right kind of noises. They do not seem to understand th
at God expects his children to be Holy because he is Holy. When I was at CPC the LORD impressed upon me to empha
size His holiness to my clients. I did and can you guess the reaction? It seemed to have been a foreign concept to them.
They had great difficulty understanding it. 

And another issue: do people understand what the voice of the Spirit sounds like? I wonder. Sure they will likely hear a s
till small voice but will dismiss it as not being relevant. They can do as they jolly well please regardless who thinks what..
.after all the Bible does not specifically spell out a few things.  As long as the devil can keep people thinking like this, the
y will just jolly well do as the flesh pleases. The LORD is concerned how we live our lives every day, including how we cl
oth our bodies. He convicts me and surely I am not the only one He does this to, am I? 

My thoughts - kind of scattered...hope they make some sense. 

Blessings,
ginnyrose
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Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/13 9:33
Dear ginnyrose,

I just listened to a Keith Daniel sermon the other day, and I loved what he said: (probably some paraphrased by me...)

"You know everwhere you go the enemy will always have something/someone there that will be a situation for
temptation. But remember, the first look is something you can not help; but anything else, any other looking IS your fault
and it is sin." (Compromising Christianity sermon)

Quote:
-------------------------You know it is very difficult for an older sister in the church to teach the young because they consider us white haired ladies to be ol
d-fashioned and out-of-date with the times.
-------------------------

Well, sure... I think we are... although I'm not quite white haired yet...  Being "out of date" is probably accurate, but there 
is such a thing as "classic"... 

Something a bit more timeless than "current trend", a representation of Christ's love that brings respect from those that a
re treated with respect. 

My heart is that young women would recognize that they have a special gift on the inside of them, one that belongs to G
od; this gift is also very desired by the enemy and he loves it when a lovely, young lady dresses in cheap clothes. (not n
ecessarily in cost; but definately in response- a cheapening effect...)

Quote:
-------------------------Do you not think it is the one that deals with the holiness of God? People have little or no concept of it. 
-------------------------

Yes, there is quite the issue with the "concept" of the holiness of God... In part that is due to the overwhelming lack that 
generations of churchgoers have represented in their own lives of holy living.

As we know, holy living is more than just dress, it is just one small aspect. There have been far, far too many churchgoer
s that have dressed so carefully for church- but their mouths are an uncontrolled, their attitudes are self justifying, they m
ay be harsh or accomidating, but they lack the genuine beauty of holiness.

So now until we by prayer, tears, genuineness of spirit and love earn back the respect of the younger generation there w
ill always be the resistance. 

Quote:
-------------------------And another issue: do people understand what the voice of the Spirit sounds like? I wonder. Sure they will likely hear a still small voi
ce but will dismiss it as not being relevant. They can do as they jolly well please regardless who thinks what...after all the Bible does not specifically sp
ell out a few things. As long as the devil can keep people thinking like this, they will just jolly well do as the flesh pleases. The LORD is concerned how 
we live our lives every day, including how we cloth our bodies. He convicts me and surely I am not the only one He does this to, am I?
-------------------------

(No, I'm sure you're not the only one)

You are right about that, it is hard in this day for souls to hear the voice of the Spirit. There are so many voices-  loud voi
ces- booming in the ears; how difficult is it to recognize the "still, small voice"! More difficult still for souls to choose to ob
ey it as they have so many to choose from, some which are much more easy on the flesh.

Many, many voices, all clammoring for the attention of what the hearer will spend their life for.  Especially voices in all m
anner of media that direct the "simple" to honor their own ideas above time honored ideas, to choose thier own way not 
necessarily God's way.
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Just a side note: I do believe that the way young girls dress is not just a "sign of the times" in the respect of fashion; mor
e a lack of respect within the homes- especially for the fathers.

(Although I can tell you from experience that proper dress in and of itself does not bring proper direction to young ladies.
Even when covered with good teaching, much prayer, great examples all around... 

Each soul MUST choose their own path- are YOU going God's way all the way? Or are YOU going to rather choose som
e passing pleasure of sin, some self gratifying idea, or believe some stupid lie of the devil?)

That's why I believe that we NEED a revival so badly! One that's not merely for show, numbers, or experiences. Rather, 
one that emanates from the deepest part of ones spirit into the daily life, through the home, into and through the body o
f Christ- flowing out with such grace, beauty and power that the unbeliever and the backslider are swept off their feet!

That same kind of thing that Paul talks about in Corinthians where an unlearned man walks into a congregation and the t
houghts of his heart are revealed and he is convicted by all and he will fall on his face and say 'the LORD is in this place'
!

That's the kind of holiness we need!

I'm sure I've been rambling.. please excuse the length of this post.

Love and prayers,
Lori

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/13 10:45

Quote:
-------------------------That's why I believe that we NEED a revival so badly! One that's not merely for show, numbers, or experiences. Rather, one that e
manates from the deepest part of ones spirit into the daily life, through the home, into and through the body of Christ- flowing out with such grace, bea
uty and power that the unbeliever and the backslider are swept off their feet!
-------------------------

You are absolutely right. 

What has happened - and it happened so slowly - is that the focus of evangelism centers on Man and not God: the point
being made how responding to the message benefits man. The holiness of God is rarely mentioned; the fact that we are 
doomed to hell without the intervention of Jesus is sidelined, rarely given the emphasis it needs. People are 'sold fire ins
urance' and little else. That is why you have people say 'once saved always saved' and lifestyles mean nothing! If you ar
e saved and filled with the Spirit it will impact your lifestyle. (Gal. 5:16-26.) "By their fruits ye shall know them!" says Jesu
s.

Love your insights, Lori....anymore?

Blessings,
ginnyrose

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/13 13:22
Dearest ginnyrose,

Quote:
-------------------------What has happened - and it happened so slowly - is that the focus of evangelism centers on Man and not God: the point being mad
e how responding to the message benefits man. The holiness of God is rarely mentioned; the fact that we are doomed to hell without the intervention o
f Jesus is sidelined, rarely given the emphasis it needs.
-------------------------
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Somewhat like that proverbial frog in the boiling water syndrome...

Although, I have read Tozer who warned of these things 40+ years ago, Ravenhill who brings up many of these element
s over and over again. There are those that this day preach an uncompomising message, though not as many as should
be, yet, there is still a lack within the body. I have for many years, with groanings, asking God, why...

I do believe that it reaches beyond the "once saved always saved" doctrine. Into the far reaches of the heart of those tha
t believe that Jesus Christ is God's Son. Far more than any simple answers I can come up with.

Quote:
-------------------------If you are saved and filled with the Spirit it will impact your lifestyle.
-------------------------

Yes, it does; but it is only the beginning of a life of obedience that must be learned, and surrendered to. 

The kind of life of surrender that is willing to ...take wrong.. suffer yourselves to be defrauded...; 

to walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind;

Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good for the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers;

While putting away those things humanity wrestles with like bitterness, clamour, ALL malice and of course wrath and an
ger; the more difficult in the experience of walking in this life is often more:
be ye kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you.

Far too often within churches there is a "putting up with each other" more than there is a tenderheartedness. Far to man
y hold onto an anger about what someone said or did to them, even when they say 'oh, I've forgiven all that'; it does not t
ake much rubbing up against to see it come out... quite unlike God did for Christ sake towards us.

Not to mention the covetousness of a lifestyle full of bread and idleness of time; 

a lack of true fellowship that encourages honesty, love, and accountablility; 

the great hinderance of just being too busy to keep our minds on those things which are above; 

the lack of brokenheartedness before God for our pride, our selfishness, our pharisaical attitudes, our desire for the acce
ptance of men rather than the countenance of God shining on us.

I am not necessarily the best witness, the most perfect testimony, the most quiet or gentle, I have stuck my foot in my m
outh so many times it's amazing I don't have athletes tongue. 

I only have 1 thing going for me: Christ loves me and He gave Himself for me, and HE loves me enough to show me wh
o I really am; 

and throughout this path I am learning to recognize my absolute utter inability to DO anything but pursue Him. 

When I look my own fruits vs. the works of the flesh, sometimes I cringe; then the Lord draws me to a place of... I don't k
now a word for it... looking in the mirror- seeing Christ and His sacrifice on the behalf of every living soul-and my greates
t enemy- me.

He will take it, He will wash us, He will give us what we need for each and every day, He will revive our souls, He will bri
ng a revival inside of homes and churches perhaps even communities and nations.... But not without our seeing our own
desperate need for what Christ alone can give.

I can try to paste fruit on, but only when my life is absorbed in Christ does HE cause me to be fruitful in those wonderful f
ruits... love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance....
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I love what a preacher from Times Square Church used to say: "We're called to bear fruit, not produce it."

Holiness, is to me, a pursuit; something that we desire to be because, as was brought up "because God is holy.." and w
hen we love Him and desire to be His dear children we want to be like Him.

My hearts cry to young women and women everywhere in the body of Christ:  

Every struggle, every confusion, every misunderstanding, every victimization, every emotion pressed out beyond measu
re, every hope for this life, was purchased by our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. On which He suffered and bought the r
ight to everything that you are or could ever hope to be. He longs to make you into a vessel that would hold the most pre
cious ointment He could give. 

Don't sell out! The world and all its voices will try to give you gifts, flatter you, cozy up to you; but everything there is abo
ut this world is but a shiny bobble worthless, and vain. Yet, once they have you in their grasp they will turn and tear you t
o pieces.

That place, deep on the inside that longs for love and acceptance can only be found in Him who gave everything to ha
ve you!

Sorry for the going on and on...
and thank you for your patience and the opportunity to voice some of this.

Love in Christ,
Lori

Re:, on: 2008/9/13 14:25
  Oh and I just wanted to add here that these are preachers wives, worship leaders who stand in front of the congregatio
n each Sunday leading worship and seasoned christians I am speaking of--not new believers.

  Mainly preachers wives because if they get away with it usually the rest of the carnal women will follow suit. 

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/18 23:22
Lori, 
You said it well. You said so much:

Quote:
-------------------------Far too often within churches there is a "putting up with each other" more than there is a tenderheartedness.
-------------------------

And no reconciliation is ever achieved because of it. Resentments fester, get buried; unity is destroyed and for fear of ca
using an uproar, people remain silent. Apostasy sets in and brotherhood is lost.

Quote:
-------------------------I am not necessarily the best witness, the most perfect testimony, the most quiet or gentle, I have stuck my foot in my mouth so ma
ny times it's amazing I don't have athletes tongue. 
-------------------------

Oh, Lori! I laughed when I read this! I say something similar: I have "hoof and mouth disease" - there really is a disease l
ike this that infects cattle.  :-o . Yes, I say it when my mouth gets ahead of my common sense! 
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Quote:
-------------------------Don't sell out! The world and all its voices will try to give you gifts, flatter you, cozy up to you; but everything there is about this world
is but a shiny bobble worthless, and vain. Yet, once they have you in their grasp they will turn and tear you to pieces.
-------------------------

Now ain't that the truth!

The entire problem with confronting females about their immodesty is the anger it evokes when something is said. Yes, I
know this is another symptom of something being amiss in that person's life...They become so defensive which leads m
e to believe the Holy Spirit has been speaking and they resent it and when they hear another person voicing those senti
ments, they will now have a body they can fight and it will be the person who confronted them. And who loves to be the 
victim of that anger? No one as far as I know, so we remain silent to avoid it. And the males refuse to speak up because 
for similar reasons.

Don't we just see how the devil has all this thing screwed up? Seems to me the brethren who preach revival should addr
ess the practical aspects of it and not be afraid of stepping on a few toes... 

Thanks for sharing Lori and Rivquah. (Sorry I was so slow in responding - I was busy in the greenhouses this week, tran
splanting  tomato plants.)

Blessings,
ginnyrose

Re: Modest Swimwear - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2008/9/18 23:56
Worthy of listening, Biblical principals for Godly dress 
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid15167&commentViewitemComments) Dean Tayl
or

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/20 14:04

Quote:
-------------------------The entire problem with confronting females about their immodesty is the anger it evokes when something is said. Yes, I know this i
s another symptom of something being amiss in that person's life...They become so defensive which leads me to believe the Holy Spirit has been spea
king and they resent it and when they hear another person voicing those sentiments, they will now have a body they can fight and it will be the person 
who confronted them. And who loves to be the victim of that anger? No one as far as I know, so we remain silent to avoid it. And the males refuse to s
peak up because for similar reasons.
-------------------------

One time during a church service I went downstairs to the restroom and inside was a younger lady, whom I did not know
, who decided to talk to me. She told me her testimony, how she had been saved out of the JW's, how she worked in a h
ighly male area and how God had convicted her of her clothing and how she decided that she would rather make Jesus t
he Lord happy than to manipulate men. This single mother was only a couple of years old, in the Lord.

I try to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit in regards to those things, I know a young lady who would be crushed and feel that 
I was "judging her" if I were to tell her that she was showing far too much cleavage... so I just pray, and if she does wear 
something that's more modest I tell her how wonderful she looks. You know, she's not perfect, but she has changed a lot
of the clothes she wears and I haven't said a word. 

If I were to take a little piggy, clean it up, put proper clothing on it, carry it around with me and treat it as a puppy it might 
do that for awhile; but sooner or later that piggy is going to see a mud bog and run to it and wallow in the mire, because i
tÂ’s still a pig.

I'm sure you know, but far too many people look on the outward to make their assumptions of whatÂ’s inside; but the Lor
d looks on the heart and itÂ’s His desire to change Â‘the heartÂ’, to make the person new- born again- renewed in the s
pirit of their mind- turned from darkness to light- from rebellion to obedience- and from pride to humility.  Surely enough, 

Page 26/50



General Topics :: Modest Swimwear

as you have said, once that heart is changed, there is ample room for the Holy Spirit to convict of anything that is opposi
te of Christ-likeness.

In my opinion, for whatever that Â‘s worth..., the preacher needs to be simply concerned with Â“what is GodÂ’s heartÂ” f
or this moment in time, for this place, for these people... oh, there may certainly be some practicality in those teachings-
but there are far too many other more concerning issues at hand.

IÂ’ve seen too many people that dress in a particular Â“modestÂ” style to please someone else, some teacher, some gr
oup; but on the inside they are still the same, and even more often- they point the finger at those that are not dressed su
ch as themselves and surround themselves only with those who have the same clothes, looking at others in disdain.

Truly, truly, in my heart of hearts, I believe that 2 things would make a difference in the lives of young women, and wome
n in general especially in regards to their Â“fashionÂ”, as well as those "other issues in their hearts":

1. Men who stand in the position of head of household maintaining the standard of the household according to godliness
and wisdom. (Now perhaps that would be some wonderful revival teaching!)

2. A fellowship of women, not filled with foolishness! One that is spiritual and practical, women teaching women not simp
ly with words, but with the focus and representation of their lives!

I have grown so weary of the fluff and waste of time that the majority of womenÂ’s activities are, that unless I feel that G
od would have me specifically go there, I just wonÂ’t go. 

A couple of years ago I had thought about a plan for a Biblical WomenÂ’s Meeting. Where children were welcome, gran
dmothers would help the mothers learn to keep their children quiet, under control and/or occupied- there may even be a
ctivities for the children to learn (depending on age) taught by older children (who usually love to be the teachers for sma
ller children.) 

Someplace the practical needs of women both non Christian and Christian were actually addressed. (Not some place w
here you just try to Â“sneakÂ” up on non Christian women with some emotional plea; but somewhere they can say- I ne
ed childcare I can trust- and the group either finds one or starts one. Â‘I have no transportationÂ’, finds some or drive th
em for awhile. A place where experience can help the less experienced! 

Where learning the practicality of growing tomatoes, and then canning them is taught. Where mothers can find more tha
n a place of escape from the children, but learn how to order her day a little so she can have a little quiet time of her own
at home! Where one might learn to sew, or knit, or bake bread. Where learning to pray for each other, and have genuine
concern for each other has the opportunity to be lived out. 

Learning to set aside that ridiculous competitive spirit this world absorbs women in; learn to take the little- bitty, sensitive
spirit thatÂ’s always getting their feelings hurt and laying it at the feet of the cross! Give the Lord those words that are U
N-Christ-like, that spirit of selfishness and pride, that gossip, that bad attitude towards your husband, that bitterness, that
hurt, that improper thought-life, those feelings of confusion and ASK for help! From God, in honesty; and from our Â“spiri
tualÂ” mothers in humility; from friends that will do more than Â“feel your painÂ”- but actually hold you accountable and 
help you with an abundance of prayer!

I guess you could say, a spiritual, biblical based, home ec. of sorts. 

Yet there needs to be a group of women who have enough sense, enough Jesus Christ, enough leading of the Holy Spir
it that can actually reach out to the myriads of women who are being swallowed up in this ghastly time of independence, 
separation, and the Â“ophraÂ” mentality! 

Women who are properly Â“under authorityÂ”, who can express what it means to be Â“sober, to love their husbands, to l
ove their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, and obedient to their own husbands that the word of G
od be not blasphemed..Â”

Even the struggling can be a blessing if what they have learned is to throw off the burdens of this life, the fears of this life
, the foolish thinking of this life and to Â“put on ChristÂ”.
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But, it wasn't to be... perhaps another time, another place, it's still in my heart and the Lord knows that.

You know, I think we have become so afraid we neglect the sinner, or the churchperson living in sin... For years when I s
ensed that somehow I felt "threatened" by some other female her looks, her dress, her manner, her eyes- I walked right 
up to her stuck out my hand and introduced myself; or asked about their well being. Praying the entire time that the Lord 
would use me! Looking at someone right in the eyes to say, "By the Spirit of God I am NOT afraid!!!" (Not just for them, f
or me too!)

Honesty in love is a powerful weapon. Love poured out with words of grace is a powerful weapon. Words of grace that a
re led by the Spirit of God is a very powerful weapon! Prayer is a powerful weapon! "The weapons of our warefare are n
ot carnal, but mighty in God for the pulling down of strongholds." mine, and anyone else's.

In my heart I believe that revival will spark when we: can get past the issues that cause us to shrink back; to neglect the 
"babies"; to ignore the devastating condition that so many hearts are in; to expect others to minister to the widows and th
e orphans; can find a way to impart the day to day- moment by moment, practical, spiritual message of the cross; and to 
have such an intensity of the love of God that it changes how we see everything!

What could be more honoring to God than teaching a young mother how to love her child and to respect her husband! H
ow loving to teach a young woman how to respect the gift God placed on the inside of herself! How Christlike to humble 
ourselves and wash the feet of these who plod along dirty roads, even if they become angry!

Well, I guess I have fallen under the "using many words" area again! Sorry, for the rambling on..and on.. Thank you for y
our patience.

Love in Christ,
Lori

Re:, on: 2008/9/20 14:46
   
   The only way to handle this problenm in the church is some good hard preaching (in love). Love them yes, but let's not
be wishy washy. The word cuts like a knife and it doesn't matter how you slice it. Choosing not to is not an option. The lo
vey dovey stuff can come afterwards.

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/20 16:08

Quote:
-------------------------The only way to handle this problenm in the church is some good hard preaching (in love).
-------------------------

How many years do you think "good hard preaching" has been around? 

If I could count how many great, annointed, fire and brimstone, "hard" messages I have heard in just my life, mostly in pe
rson not to count those on tape, on paper, in books, etc, etc. But I don't see that alone changing the style of life of peopl
e inside the church.

God has an established order, 

Quote:
-------------------------1. Men who stand in the position of head of household maintaining the standard of the household according to godliness and wisdo
m
-------------------------
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and when GOD reaches into the inside of a home and the man in the home brings his wife, his daughters in line with scri
pture AND his own heart, it will make a difference!

What good does it do for a church to hear a powerful sermon if they are not willing to bring their own families in line with 
the word of God?

Quote:
-------------------------The lovey dovey stuff can come afterwards
-------------------------

If God had not loved me when I was completely unlovable I would not be here, I would probably be dead by now or wish 
I were.

If the Lord Jesus Christ had not loved us enough as a sinful, rebellious people that He hung on a cross and endured horr
ific shame and judgement from God on MY behalf- there would be no hope!

If I do not learn as a member of the body of Christ to love as Christ loved on this earth, then all the powerful preaching in
this world will profit me little.

And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. 
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
Herein is our love made perfect,
that we may have boldness in the day of judgement
because as He is,
so are we in this world.

I pray that we all would love enough that we don't expect the "preacher" to do all the work for us.

If we have a problem with another person in the church that calls themself a Christian then we have a responsibility to g
o to that person, not talk about them, not get stressed out about them, go to them, and if they won't hear....and on and o
n..

If a member of leadership, or a member of his family, is representing themselves in such a way that they are grievous to 
me, then I, as a woman, would talk to my husband and ask for his advice, because that is his place.

If I felt like God had turned a place loose, that He was allowing them to go in a continual fashion towards judgement, and
they would not hear the Spirit of God, through good preaching or otherwise; I would leave. And if someone called and as
ked why, in honesty and love I would tell them.

Quote:
-------------------------Honesty in love is a powerful weapon. Love poured out with words of grace is a powerful weapon. Words of grace that are led by th
e Spirit of God is a very powerful weapon! Prayer is a powerful weapon! "The weapons of our warefare are not carnal, but mighty in God for the pulling
down of strongholds." mine, and anyone else's.
-------------------------

Love is not a "mamby pamby", quiver lest I offend, bowl of marshmellows; but neither is it like Nicki Cruz's first "convert":
"If you don't repent, I'm going to kill you!"

Warren Wiersbe said this: love without honesty is mushy sentimentality, honesty without love is just harshness.
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Re:, on: 2008/9/20 16:52

Quote:
-------------------------How many years do you think "good hard preaching" has been around? 
-------------------------

   Definately not often enough and we could use alot more of it.

   
Quote:
-------------------------and when GOD reaches into the inside of a home and the man in the home brings his wife, his daughters in line with scripture AND 
his own heart, it will make a difference!
-------------------------

    God does not just reach into your home or heart unless you call upon His name and "how shall they hear without a pr
eacher?" -Romans 10:14

Quote:
-------------------------If God had not loved me when I was completely unlovable I would not be here, I would probably be dead by now or wish I were.
-------------------------

   I grew up in church and never heard the gospel. They would have loved me straight to hell had I not turned on a radio 
and heard it for myself.

   A radio brought me to the Lord.

    I remember when I first became a christian some friends of mine wanted to dress up for New Years. First we were goi
ng to attend the prayer meeting at the church that was to last till midnight and afterwards go to a friends house. I looked 
all over and couldn't find a modest dress that I liked so I bought this other dress I found, let's just say I shouldn't have wo
rn it. You should have seen the look on the faces of some of those women when I walked in! They made me so uncomfo
rtable and than I started feeling the conviction. I never dressed like that again. The Lord used those women. I did not se
nse that they were angry at me but it was the disgust they had for what I was wearing. 

  Why should we be made comfortable in our sin? I'm so glad for christians who tell the truth in love.

  "A man who loves you the most is the man who tells you the most truth about yourself."

~Robert Murray M'Cheyne 

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/20 17:48
Since you obviously have your mind made up about what I meant by what I said, let me clarify.

I'm not sure where you got bent that I would EVER say anything opposing to this statement! I would no more want
anyone to be comforatable in their sins, not mine, not yours not anyones, than I would want them to die and go into hell.

Quote:
-------------------------Why should we be made comfortable in our sin? I'm so glad for christians who tell the truth in love.
-------------------------
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Speaking the truth in love... is exactly what I was talking about. BUT, I will not choose to do MY will and say something t
hat God had not intended for me to say.

Quote:
-------------------------I shouldn't have worn it. You should have seen the look on the faces of some of those women when I walked in! They made me so 
uncomfortable and than I started feeling the conviction. I never dressed like that again.
-------------------------

See, you did not have to hear a preacher, and no one had to come up to you and tell you that you had dressed inapprop
riately. 

Although if a door had been opened to me, as a Christian woman, and I had the opportunity to speak with you or any oth
er girl who was inappropriately dressed, I'd do it in a hot tick!

I've have seen far, far too many churches that have not only heard the gospel, they have wept crocidile tears up one sid
e and down the other and turned right around and went and did their own thing.

There is NO doubt a need for powerful, Spirit led, preaching; but without the responsibilities of the body of Christ walking
it out in a day to day life... well, we end up with a lot of what we have today...

Re:, on: 2008/9/20 20:34

Quote:
-------------------------See, you did not have to hear a preacher, and no one had to come up to you and tell you that you had dressed inappropriately. 
-------------------------

  
   Yes, but the atmosphere in this church was much different. Back then (20 years ago) we didn't have women's confere
nces where women would sing Shania Twain's:

I Feel like A Woman:  

"I wanna wear men's shirts and short skirts, Oh, Oh, Oh, I feel like a woman!"

    You didn't have lingere shows with 8 year old girls in attendance and score cards. There is no preaching of the word.

   

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/9/20 21:57
I agree, it is a shameful way for anyone to be, and I fear what they will have to answer for.

Don't forget, though, 20 years ago we had Tammy Faye Baker...

I am grieved in my heart to think that the problem within many churches is that they have no fear of God. Else how could
they be so shameless? How else could they hear the Word more than the large majority of the world hears in their entire
lives, and continue in their own way?

That is exactly some of the foolishness I was thinking of.. plus much more all around... I have heard it called and agree t
hat  "spiritual insanity" seems to be running amok.

Since Christ said, "you have that which will judge you in that day, the word which I have spoken to you." (paraphrsed Jo
hn 12:48) I wonder how many Bible verses folks will remember in that day when all of their works are brought up at the j
udgement seat?
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Blessings,
Lori

Re:, on: 2008/9/20 22:11

Quote:
-------------------------
Lor_E wrote:
I agree, it is a shameful way for anyone to be, and I fear what they will have to answer for.

Don't forget, though, 20 years ago we had Tammy Faye Baker...

I am grieved in my heart to think that the problem within many churches is that they have no fear of God. Else how could they be so shameless? How 
else could they hear the Word more than the large majority of the world hears in their entire lives, and continue in their own way?

That is exactly some of the foolishness I was thinking of.. plus much more all around... I have heard it called and agree that  "spiritual insanity" seems t
o be running amok.

Since Christ said, "you have that which will judge you in that day, the word which I have spoken to you." (paraphrsed John 12:48) I wonder how many 
Bible verses folks will remember in that day when all of their works are brought up at the judgement seat?

Blessings,
Lori
-------------------------

   Amen, and also I agree with you that it takes preaching and confronting others one on one especially if you attend a la
rge church.

 
Quote:
-------------------------I have heard it called and agree that  "spiritual insanity" seems to be running amok.
-------------------------

     I have always had a hard time picturing Aaron and the children of Israel dancing around a golden calf after having wa
lked through the Red Sea but now I see it everyday and it is insanity.

Re: - posted by theopenlife, on: 2008/9/21 1:49
I'm so glad this thread is receiving some serious attention, especially from you sisters. Praise God.

Re:, on: 2008/9/21 14:16

Quote:
-------------------------
Lor_E wrote:

If a member of leadership, or a member of his family, is representing themselves in such a way that they are grievous to me, then I, as a woman, woul
d talk to my husband and ask for his advice, because that is his place.

-------------------------

       That is the scriptural way for older women to teach "good things" unless your husband objects to it. (Titus 2:3)I alrea
dy see ALOT of stirring going on in the church and I feel the support of other members. It's so awesome and I praise Go
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d for it!

Re:, on: 2008/9/22 14:38
 

  The dangers of high heels:

  "they can cause foot pain 
they can create foot deformities, including hammertoes and bunions 
they can cause an unsteady gait 
they can shorten the wearer's stride 
they can render the wearer unable to run 
altered forces at the knee caused by walking in high-heels may predispose to degenerative changes in the knee joint 
See "Foot and Tendon Problems" below for many of the medical reasons. 
Women who wear high heels frequently have a higher incidence of degenerative joint disease of the knees. This is
because they cause a decrease in the normal rotation of the foot which puts more rotation stress on the knee 
Podiatrists often comment that 75 percent of their business is caused by females wearing tall high heeled shoes. 

High-heeled shoes slant the foot forward and down while bending the toes up. The more that the feet are forced into this
position, the more it may cause the Achilles tendon to shorten. This may cause problems when the wearer chooses
lower heels or flat-soled shoes. When the foot slants forward, a much greater weight is transferred to the ball of the foot,
increasing the likelihood of damage to the underlying soft tissue which supports the foot. In many shoes, style dictates
function, either compressing the toes, or forcing them together, possibly resulting in blisters, corns, hammer toes,
bunions, and many other medical conditions, most of which are permanent, and will require surgery to alleviate the pain.
High heels--because they tip the foot forward-- put pressure on the lower back through making the rump push outwards
and crushing the lower back vertebrae and contracting the muscles of the lower back.

If it is not possible to avoid high heels altogether, some doctors suggest that the wearer wear high-heels no more often t
han twelve hours a day, and that they are spending at least a third of the time on their feet in contour-supportive "flat" sh
oes (such as exercise sandals), or well-cushioned "sneaker-type" shoes, saving high heels for special occasions.

One of the most critical problems of high-heeled-shoe design involves a properly constructed toe-box. Improper construc
tion here can cause the most damage to one's foot. Toe-boxes which are too narrow force the toes to be "crammed" too 
close together. Ensuring that room exists for the toes to assume a normal separation so that high-heel wear remains an 
option rather than a debilitating practice, is an important issue in improving the wearability of women's high-heeled fashi
on shoes.

Wide heels do not necessarily offer more stability, and any raised heel with too much width, such as found in "blade-" or 
"block-heeled" shoes, induces unhealthy side-to-side torque to the ankles with every step, stressing them unnecessarily,
while creating additional impact on the balls of the feet. Thus, the best design for a high-heel is one with a narrower widt
h, where the heel is closer to the front, more solidly under the ankle, where the toe box provides room enough for the toe
s, and where forward movement of the foot in the shoe is kept in check by material snug across the instep, rather than b
y toes jamming together in the toe box.

Interestingly enough, despite the medical issues surrounding high-heel wear, a few podiatrists recommend well-construc
ted low to moderate heels for some patients. It appears a slight elevation of the heel improves the angle of contact betw
een the metatarsals and the horizontal plane, thereby more closely approximating the proper angle and resulting in prop
er weight distribution of a medium-to-high-arched foot. Other foot specialists, however, argue that any heel causes unne
cessary stresses on the various bones and joints of the foot."

It's all about sex:

  "To many observers, a woman is considered more sexy while wearing high heels than flat shoes. Erotic pictures often 
depict women wearing their high heel shoes."
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_heel

Re:, on: 2008/9/22 14:47
  Here's another article on high heels:

   "Break the High Heel Habit
By: Jennifer Russo 

Many women think that an outfit isnÂ’t complete without a pair of high-heeled shoes, but that fancy footwear may end up
seriously cramping their style. Although heels arenÂ’t usually considered particularly comfortable, most women are not a
ware of the potential dangers. High heels are pumps with heels of more than two inches, according to the American Podi
atric Medical Association, who has determined them to be Â“biomechanically and orthopedically unsound.Â” Aside from 
damaging a womanÂ’s posture and increasing her risk of injury from falling, these shoes actually damage the feet and m
ay result in a lifetime of foot ailments.

Unlike the Barbie dolls they grew up playing with, women have flatter feet designed to bear their weight by distributing it 
evenly across the entire surface. By placing feet in an uncomfortable position, high heels may lead to a slew of health pr
oblems. Pain in the ball of the foot, metatarsalgia, is a common compliant for high heel enthusiasts. But the damage don
e by heels goes beyond aching feet. High-heeled shoes change the shape of the feet and may eventually prevent them f
rom functioning properly. The unnatural position that the feet and legs are placed in when wearing high heels may short
en the Achilles tendon, which connects the calf muscle to the heel bone. This causes the tendon to become inflamed an
d irritated. Frequent high heel wearers may also develop a bump at the back of their heel, commonly called a Â“pump bu
mp,Â” caused by friction between the heel bone and the back of the shoe...."

  http://yourtotalhealth.ivillage.com/break-high-heel-habit.html

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/9/23 23:46
Rivquah,

Now how about the practice of sun tanning? If you google 'dangers of sun tanning' you will find more info then you want t
o read that will show how this is dangerous. 

When you stop and think about it, all these things are done to elevate self. And for what purpose? 

This still brings us back to having to ask the LORD to show us how we should dress. I well remember hearing David Wil
kerson say many years ago how one should look in the mirror and ask the LORD for his opinion on how I am attired. Th
e key is submission to the LORD. If one has to make sacrifices now in order to be obedient, it will be as nothing once we
get to heaven. And if we rebel and end up in hell, one will think how stupid it was to rebel and from that there will be no e
scape. (I do not know if  a single act of rebellion may take one to hell, but it puts you on a slippery slope which will be diff
icult to get off from. Slippery slope - ever been on a very slippery slide when a child? Does this teach us something?)

Rivquah, you have a passion for this subject - this is very encouraging to this grandmother.

Blessings,
ginnyrose
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Re:, on: 2008/10/4 14:17
A Godly Man Comments on Modesty
By: Anonymous

Back to article listDownload
The following is a heart-felt letter written by a godly single young man to his sisters in Christ. In it he shares his struggle
with immodestly dressed women in church. Eye-opening for sure.

Dear Sisters in Christ,

IÂ’m 34 years old and single. Up until I was 26, I shamelessly indulged in lust while I outwardly paraded myself around
as an upstanding Christian man. But today, because of the blood of Jesus and deep repentance, I am able to say that I
am no longer that man. And the work of GodÂ’s grace has not only taught me to deny the ungodliness of lustful
thoughts, but to go one step further and truly seek to honor you as sisters in my thoughts.

I wish I could write to you and tell you I am able to walk into church without any fear of encountering the temptation to
lust anymore; but I canÂ’t. In fact, to be honest, in the past 8 years IÂ’ve even decided not to go to church on more than
one occasion because I knew I was too weak to face some of the women there.

As I type I can still remember a few times when I actually had to turn around and get on my knees during some of the
worship services because I didnÂ’t want to be more captivated with some of the girls on the worship team than with
God. There have also been plenty of other times when I had to purposely look at the floor as I walked through the foyer
in order to avoid the same thing. Did I not desire to put the ugliness of my past behind me, I would not go to such
lengths. But honoring you and my God now means more to me than my own self-indulgence.

Therefore, I hope that what I am about to share will help those of you who dress without any consideration for these
things.

You are beautiful; yes. That much I can see without you doing anything to convince me. But please do not entice me to
notice you. Is it not enough that God endowed you with the beauty you possess? And that He has made you a gift to
your present or future husband? Please help me to rejoice with him rather than tempt me to steal from him.

I understand that the fashion world is becoming more and more revealing, and that itÂ’s increasingly difficult to find
attractive clothing thatÂ’s modest. But have you considered my weakness as you look at yourself in the dressing room
mirror? If you only knew how often the immodest outfits you wear accost me, perhaps you would see yourself differently.

Â“But youÂ’re responsible for your thoughts, not me,Â” you might think. Yes, you are right. I must stand before God and
own every one of them someday. And were you a woman of the world I would have no grounds on which to make my
appeal. But you name the Name of Christ, as I do. And you call me your brother.

My desire is to honor you; yet there are times that you dress as if you wish I wouldnÂ’t. I implore you; please consider
these things. I have spoken openly and honestly. But I have endeavored to do so in love, not in criticism.

In loving sincerity,
Your brother in Christ

 

 (http://www.purelifeministries.org/index.cfm?pageid166&articleid195) Source
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 7:10

Quote:
-------------------------
Roniya wrote:
A Godly Man Comments on Modesty
By: Anonymous

IÂ’m 34 years old and single. Up until I was 26, I shamelessly indulged in lust while I outwardly paraded myself around as an upstanding Christian man
. But today, because of the blood of Jesus and deep repentance, I am able to say that I am no longer that man. And the work of GodÂ’s grace has not 
only taught me to deny the ungodliness of lustful thoughts, but to go one step further and truly seek to honor you as sisters in my thoughts.

I wish I could write to you and tell you I am able to walk into church without any fear of encountering the temptation to lust anymore; but I canÂ’t. In fact
, to be honest, in the past 8 years IÂ’ve even decided not to go to church on more than one occasion because I knew I was too weak to face some of t
he women there.

-------------------------

This man has not been set free from lust he stills lives in defeat. He has not had the unclean removed from inside he is o
nly supressing the thoughts he has.

John 8v34-36 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And t
he servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed. Who the son sets free is free indeed.

This man is still the servant of Sin. Jesus says whoever the the son sets free is free indeed. He does not need to suffer t
he torment he goes through he can be set free.

Living in defeat and torment and calling it Godly Wrong! Wrong! Wrong!.

Quote:
-------------------------But today, because of the blood of Jesus and deep repentance, I am able to say that I am no longer that man. I wish I could write to
you and tell you I am able to walk into church without any fear of encountering the temptation to lust anymore; but I canÂ’t. In fact, to be honest, in the 
past 8 years IÂ’ve even decided not to go to church on more than one occasion because I knew I was too weak to face some of the women there.

Re: - posted by learn (), on: 2008/10/6 8:57
I don't think we have enough information to believe that he is not a Christian just based on that article. 

Paul Washer struggles with lust (he says he really struggles with it)and yet we believe that he is a Christian. 

Quote:
-------------------------
murrcolr wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------
Roniya wrote:
A Godly Man Comments on Modesty
By: Anonymous

IÂ’m 34 years old and single. Up until I was 26, I shamelessly indulged in lust while I outwardly paraded myself around as an upstanding Christian man
. But today, because of the blood of Jesus and deep repentance, I am able to say that I am no longer that man. And the work of GodÂ’s grace has not 
only taught me to deny the ungodliness of lustful thoughts, but to go one step further and truly seek to honor you as sisters in my thoughts.

I wish I could write to you and tell you I am able to walk into church without any fear of encountering the temptation to lust anymore; but I canÂ’t. In fact
, to be honest, in the past 8 years IÂ’ve even decided not to go to church on more than one occasion because I knew I was too weak to face some of t
he women there.

-------------------------
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This man has not been set free from lust he stills lives in defeat. He has not had the unclean removed from inside he is only supressing the thoughts h
e has.

John 8v34-36 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. And the servant abideth not in the h
ouse for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. Who the son sets free is free indeed.

This man is still the servant of Sin. Jesus says whoever the the son sets free is free indeed. He does not need to suffer the torment he goes through h
e can be set free.

Living in defeat and torment and calling it Godly Wrong! Wrong! Wrong!.

Quote:
-------------------------But today, because of the blood of Jesus and deep repentance, I am able to say that I am no longer that man. I wish I could write to
you and tell you I am able to walk into church without any fear of encountering the temptation to lust anymore; but I canÂ’t. In fact, to be honest, in the 
past 8 years IÂ’ve even decided not to go to church on more than one occasion because I knew I was too weak to face some of the women there.
-------------------------

Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 10:04
Who said he wasn't a Christian.

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2008/10/6 10:06

Quote:
-------------------------This man is still the servant of Sin.
-------------------------

If being subjected to temptation is the same as sinning, who then can be saved? Only when lust has conceived does it b
ring forth sin, according to God's Word. I've done the same as this brother - I've often had to divert my eyes in church, n
oticing how some of the sisters dress...just like I divert my eyes from a lewd billboard sign while I'm driving. If we were se
rvants of sin, we wouldn't divert at all - we would stare and indulge and fantasize. We would fill ourselves up the measur
e of our fathers.
Quote:
-------------------------Living in defeat and torment and calling it Godly Wrong! Wrong! Wrong!.
-------------------------

Well, we're happy to see you have continuous victory over all things - including temptation - but many others are not so f
ortunate. It is clear that the brother who wrote this hates lust, and resists it like an enemy. This is healthy, this is good - t
his is part of fighting the good fight and "plucking out the eyes" and bringing our bodies into subjection.  

Re:, on: 2008/10/6 10:56
   A woman in leadership at our church was dressed in a skin tight dress that was 3 inches above her knees with four inc
h heels. If I were to take this same person dressed in this outfit and place her somewhere else where she would be mor
e comfortable do you think I would find such a place? No. Would she be comfortable dressed like this in the grocery stor
e, soccer field, shopping center or walking down the street anywhere? No. But she feels completely comfortable dressed
like this in church--go figure. :-( 

   Also would you be comfortable posting pictures of yourself showing off your lingere on a clothesline on a public websig
ht? No, because you would be in fear of predators and evil lustfilled men stalking you but you'll post it on a facebook for t
he young people to see.

   How warped can you be? So filled with lust and selfish ambition that you don't even care who you cause to stumble. T
he motto is "as long as I can get mine who cares!" They are driven with lust, the men who are enjoying this and the wom
en alike. For the women I think it's all just one big cat fight trying to out do each other and it just gets raunchier and raun
chier.

    The Lord must extend an extra measure of grace to this generation in this regard or else we could never stand.
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 11:09
Temptation is not sin. What this man is going through is more than temptation.

A man who can't go to church because he could not stand to face the women there.

Quote:
------------------------- In fact, to be honest, in the past 8 years IÂ’ve even decided not to go to church on more than one occasion because I knew I was t
oo weak to face some of the women there.
-------------------------

Why is he so weak because he is still a slave to the lust. No this man is tormented and he needs help.

But if your happy to call being so tormented by sexual thoughts to the point you don't go to the church Godly then on you
go.

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/10/6 11:51

Quote:
-------------------------So filled with lust and selfish ambition that you don't even care who you cause to stumble.
-------------------------

How terribly terrible! Reminded me of those things Peter wrote about in 2Peter chpt.2...

My question to the men is this:
Sure there may always be a struggle with the flesh, but, when a woman is dressing in such a way to cause someone to 
stumble in a way of- "being in torment" as someone else mentioned, why is there no expressions towards the men who 
are these women's husbands or fathers, that their women folk need to be more discreet?

I can see that if a male struggles with these things that regardless of where he is the enemy will place those things in fro
nt of him that would cause that struggle. The enemy always seems to recognize our weaknessses and continually  peste
rs that point. 

But, if there is an immature woman or an unsaved woman who dresses inappropriately in church that is one thing, but if i
n some position of "leadership" is so blind and those who are their "heads" can not see the stumbling-block of those aro
und them, something is seriously wrong.

I believe that it is a shared responsibility, women who profess godliness should not knowingly be a stumblingblock. If the
apostle Paul said he would never eat meat again if it causes his brother to stumble- then how far have we fallen from tha
t? Are we so blind? 

I can't see how it is also not the responsibility of the brotherhood to have open communication with the other brothers re
garding their womenfolk... with wisdom of course and grace, but with honesty as well.

Thankful for godly men and women who seek to be aware of their own persons!!

In Christ,
Lori
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Re: - posted by learn (), on: 2008/10/6 12:06

Quote:
-------------------------
murrcolr wrote:
Who said he wasn't a Christian.
-------------------------

The things you wrote earlier gives me the impression that you don't believe he's a Christian. If I've misinterpreted, then a
pologies.

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2008/10/6 13:31

Quote:
-------------------------But if your happy to call being so tormented by sexual thoughts to the point you don't go to the church Godly then on you go.
-------------------------

You took this one statement out of the whole compassionate letter he wrote and are trying to make him look like a full-ti
me lust-filled servant of sin. Has it ever occured to you that he isn't filled with lust but rather resisting with all his might th
e lust that would fill him? At least he chose not to go to church rather that to sin with his eyes. There should be more bret
hren as passionate as this in crusading against sin. Brother, these are the kinds of people the Lord has compassion on a
nd delivers, and not the ones who point the finger (and without ever meeting them) with the uninformed accusation of "s
ervants of sin". 

Show some compassion and understand the fight he's going through. There are churches out there that I wouldn't to go 
to either if the women dressed like that...knowing what I'd have to see - the distractions, the temptations - flaunted right b
efore my eyes. There have been times in my own church I have moved my seat because women in front of me wore clot
hing too distractive.

Re:, on: 2008/10/6 14:12

Quote:
-------------------------
PaulWest wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------But if your happy to call being so tormented by sexual thoughts to the point you don't go to the church Godly then on you go.
-------------------------

You took this one statement out of the whole compassionate letter he wrote and are trying to make him look like a full-time lust-filled servant of sin. Ha
s it ever occured to you that he isn't filled with lust but rather resisting with all his might the lust that would fill him? At least he chose not to go to church
rather that to sin with his eyes. There should be more brethren as passionate as this in crusading against sin. Brother, these are the kinds of people th
e Lord has compassion on and delivers, and not the ones who point the finger (and without ever meeting them) with the uninformed accusation of "ser
vants of sin". 

Show some compassion and understand the fight he's going through. There are churches out there that I wouldn't to go to either if the women dressed
like that...knowing what I'd have to see - the distractions, the temptations - flaunted right before my eyes. There have been times in my own church I h
ave moved my seat because women in front of me wore clothing too distractive.
-------------------------

  Amen, to think too that men are most tempted with their eyes, this must be a horrible temptation to have to face everyd
ay. If my husband wanted to attend another church I would completely understand.
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 15:07
First of all that statement does not come from the letter and has it not occured to you that he is filled with lust. The questi
on I ask is how he manages outside the church if he struggles so much inside the church. He should be more passonite 
crusading against his own sinful state.

Have YOU heard of drunkards that have come to Christ and in a moment getting total and absolute victory over drink. T
hese declare that that they have never fallen again and also that the very desire for alcohol has been taken away. 

Know that is the power of God giving Victory over sin.

Know looking at this mans life would you say that this man has the victory or is he trying in his own strength to be Godly 
trying his hardest not to sin. I ask is that right is this what Jesus died for so we can struggle over sin. 

Is this what we are to accept as Christianity a religion that has no power to deliver us from Sin but then leaves us struggl
ing in Sin and then we call it GODLY.

If you are a man struggling with Lust, then you should know this Jesus can set you free and deliver you so the very desir
e in you is removed and you will get to place that you will not fall again.

Re:, on: 2008/10/6 15:30
Just wanted to mention that the source of the letter was from www.purelifeministries.org 
Steve Gallagher is the leader of this ministry and it's purpose is to help people come to freedom in Christ in these areas. 
And for the sake of context, the letter is a resource in the section for 
(http://www.purelifeministries.org/index.cfm?pageid92) struggling women. 

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2008/10/6 15:43

Quote:
-------------------------If you are a man struggling with Lust, then you should know this Jesus can set you free and deliver you so the very desire in you is r
emoved and you will get to place that you will not fall again.
-------------------------

Have you reached this state? We will never get to the place where we cannot fall again, no preacher of yet has attained 
(or obtained) this status, and we can begin with the Apostle Paul. He exhorted Timothy to flee youthful lusts; but you wo
uld make it seem that the man who physically flees is a servant of sin. This is precisely the kind of ministry that destroys,
that heaps heavy condemnation on men and women who struggle against indwelling sin and temptation by portraying th
em as sinners because they even have these feelings. Their lives can be an on-going practice of mortification and self-d
enial which is entirely scriptural - yet you maintain they are sinners.    
Quote:
-------------------------I ask is that right is this what Jesus died for so we can struggle over sin. 
-------------------------

This is the flaw of your argument, we are not talking about sin; we are talking about temptation. It is scriptural and health
y to resist tempation - especially during seasons where lusts can flare up - and the Bible is laden with exhortation of suc
h, but nowhere will you find the promise that we will attain a state where we will not fall or fail God. I thank God for my m
any failings as a believer and the humility wrought through them. 
Quote:
-------------------------Is this what we are to accept as Christianity a religion that has no power to deliver us from Sin but then leaves us struggling in Sin a
nd then we call it GODLY.
-------------------------

I repeat: you do not see the heart nor the history of God's dealings with this man. God many times will not deliver a pers
on from lust so that He can teach him/her humility or some other virtue. 

Question: can you explain the difference between temptation and sin and where/how the former becomes the latter?

Brother Paul 
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Re: - posted by Watered, on: 2008/10/6 16:55
yea, lust is insanly difficult to battle, like its not funny how hard it is, i guess this is why God said to flee from it not battle i
t.  

The question is how do you flee from it?

what do you do on a friday night, when your parents arent home, and the computer is on? and you are tempted?

That right there is by far the most hardest thing i have ever had to go through.

It is a very scary situation, because what do you do? i dont have a car at the moment my parents arent home, and while 
your tempted you try to do somthign else to get you mind of of it, but it is always on your mind. In those situation i guess 
you have to get out of the house and just bolt down the street until your exhasted, because those situation...man they ar
e scary.

I am very sorry for writing this, if it was graphic or bad, or anything.

But i must say this is by far the hardest thing young men face, at least for me. 

Thanks much

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2008/10/6 17:48

Quote:
-------------------------what do you do on a friday night, when your parents arent home, and the computer is on? and you are tempted?
-------------------------

The first thing you need to do is not fall prey to legalistic teaching, as this will cause you more damage in the long run th
an actually giving into temptation for a season.

You ask about what to do on a Friday night when your parents aren't home and the temptation arises to go to internet sit
es you know you shouldn't be on. The answer to this (which is obvious) is to resist the temptation. You are right about it 
being very frightening. Sometimes the urge can come upon you like an armed man; all it can take is one passing image 
on television or a billboard or even a Christian magazine and suddenly a strong desire can wage war in your members. 
You need to understand that this is not sin; this is temptation. 

You talk about what to do on a Friday night when this happens. My response is that if you had spent Friday day looking t
o Jesus in fellowship and in the Word, and had you had your quiet time in the morning, that armed man would be kept at
bay and his assault foiled before it even begins. Remember, when we walk in the Spirit we automatically mortify the fles
h, and you'll find it won't even be a conscious effort on your part. If we are careful to look to Jesus (and keep looking) the
Spirit will protect our minds and feed our inner men with divine manna which is able to repel these temptations so that w
e might not yield to them. "Lead us not into temptation..."

The key, as in everything else, is looking to Jesus. He alone is our strength, our life, our victory. Brother, learn what it m
eans to look to Jesus.

Brother Paul
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 18:26

Quote:
-------------------------
PaulWest wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------If you are a man struggling with Lust, then you should know this Jesus can set you free and deliver you so the very desire in you is r
emoved and you will get to place that you will not fall again.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------Have you reached this state? We will never get to the place where we cannot fall again, no preacher of yet has attained (or obtaine
d) this status, and we can begin with the Apostle Paul. He exhorted Timothy to flee youthful lusts; you tell us not to, in fact, you would make it seem th
at the man who physically flees is a servant of sin. This is precisely the kind of ministry that destroys, that heaps heavy condemnation on men and wo
men who struggle against indwelling sin and temptation by making them appear as guilty that they even have these feelings. When the truth is, their liv
es are an on-going practice of mortification and self-denial which is entirely scriptural.
-------------------------
   

You are misunderstanding what I am saying didn't I mention lust and that is what they would never fall again into that lust. So the alcohlics I mentioned
earlier are Liars when they say they have never fallen into drinking strong drink again and that the very desire has been completely removed from the
m. 

Is there such a life well 1John5v4 tells us that every child of God overcomes the world.

Quote:
-------------------------I ask is that right is this what Jesus died for so we can struggle over sin. 
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------This is the flaw of your argument, we are not talking about sin; we are talking about temptation. It is scriptural and healthy to resist t
empation - especially during seasons where lusts can flare up - and the Bible is laden with exhortation of such, but nowhere will you find the promise t
hat we will attain a state where we will not fall or fail God. I thank God for my many failings as a believer and the humility wrought through them.
-------------------------

Paul there you go again I am talking about Lust and Lust is a sin (Matt5v28) not a temptation then you take sin and change it into failings. If your Lusts 
are flaring up then by the Matt5v28 you are sinning and seems you have sucumb to the temptation but God can help you. The following verses should 
help you undersatnd that Jesus came to set you free from Sin. You don't have to struggle with your Lusts anymore.

Look at the verse below Jesus will save his people from sin.

Matthew 1v21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

Christ himself said be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect Matt5v48.

Matt 9v26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

1John 2v1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not

1John 3v9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God

Romans 6v11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord

Romans 6v14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

Is such a thing possible it's not a question of absolute sinlessness like Christ after all John says if we say we have no sin then we decieve ourselves bu
t we can obtain victory over all known or voluntary sin.
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Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2008/10/6 18:32

Quote:
-------------------------If your Lusts are flaring up then by the Matt5v28 you are sinning and seems you have sucumb to the temptation but God can help y
ou.
-------------------------

No, the Word of God says that when lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin. Lust brings sin into our members, like a wo
man brings a child in the world. Tempation is not sin, even to be tempted by a beautiful woman. In order to be tempted, 
you must first be cognizant of the object of temptation. God doesn't take away our desires for the opposite sex; but He te
aches us self-control and expects us to mortify the flesh by the Spirit. What is there to mortify if He delivers us altogeter f
rom the desire? By the way, you still haven't answered my question about when temptation becomes sin :)

I think once we find this out it may help the discussion.

Paul

Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 18:43

Quote:
-------------------------
Watered wrote:
yea, lust is insanly difficult to battle, like its not funny how hard it is, i guess this is why God said to flee from it not battle it.  

The question is how do you flee from it?

what do you do on a friday night, when your parents arent home, and the computer is on? and you are tempted?

That right there is by far the most hardest thing i have ever had to go through.

It is a very scary situation, because what do you do? i dont have a car at the moment my parents arent home, and while your tempted you try to do so
mthign else to get you mind of of it, but it is always on your mind. In those situation i guess you have to get out of the house and just bolt down the stre
et until your exhasted, because those situation...man they are scary.

I am very sorry for writing this, if it was graphic or bad, or anything.

But i must say this is by far the hardest thing young men face, at least for me. 

Thanks much
-------------------------

Esp 6 v 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

What I like to do is when there are thoughts coming against me is to fight back in prayer and also rejecting the thoughts t
hat are attacking me and confessing any scriptures that come to kind at the time.

That is how it's done spiritually. 

Practically if it's possible have someone round to your house. Have something arranged so your not there alone on the F
riday.

Remember what you resist gets weaker and what you yield to gets stronger. The more you resist the weaker the temptat
ion will get. The more you yield the stronger it will get.

Hope that helps
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/6 18:47

Quote:
-------------------------
PaulWest wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------If your Lusts are flaring up then by the Matt5v28 you are sinning and seems you have sucumb to the temptation but God can help y
ou.
-------------------------

No, the Word of God says that when lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin. Lust brings sin into our members, like a woman brings a child in the world
. Tempation is not sin, even to be tempted by a beautiful woman. In order to be tempted, you must first be cognizant of the object of temptation. God d
oesn't take away our desires for the opposite sex; but He teaches us self-control and expects us to mortify the flesh by the Spirit. What is there to morti
fy if He delivers us altogeter from the desire? By the way, you still haven't answered my question about when temptation becomes sin :)

I think once we find this out it may help the discussion.

Paul

-------------------------

Matt 5 v 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her alr
eady in his heart.

Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2008/10/6 19:02

Quote:
-------------------------Matt 5 v 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart.
-------------------------

Yes, this is the lust that has conceived the sin of adultery. Temptation comes when we are drawn away of our own lusts,
and when lust conceives it brings forth sin, and sin brings death. In other words, you can't be tempted if you haven't alre
ady lusted. "Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and enticed..." (James 1:14)

Notice James doesn't say "every man sins" but that every man is tempted. Friend, I've rebutted all your points, but you st
ill haven't answered my one question, and this is the third time I've asked, so here it is again, this time with a couple of a
dd-ons - consider it interest:) 

When does temptation become sin? And when does lust conceive sin, according to the abovementioned scripture, and h
ow do you tie it into the original post to accuse this man of being a "servant of sin" having never met him or having intima
te knowledge of God's dealings with his heart?  

Re: - posted by A-Run (), on: 2008/10/7 1:44
Hi

I was wondering whether there are any guidelines for Men on how to dress (not only in the church, but also while workin
g in a secular field). 
#Do you think that one should be modestly dressed in the church and probably he can be more casual while working in 
his secular field? (i am not saying that the person needs to be haywire, though).

Hope to get some insights on the same, since i myself struggle with these.

Page 44/50



General Topics :: Modest Swimwear

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/10/7 9:25
Dear Watered,

Quote:
-------------------------In those situation i guess you have to get out of the house and just bolt down the street until your exhasted,
-------------------------

I think that is a very appropriate picture, Joseph literally ran away from one trying to seduce him! 

I also think it is important, according to my husband- and I believe so as well, that young men have something real to do.

We live in a time of 'fullness of bread and idleness of time..' which can give us too much time to just sit around and think 
about things. 

My husband who grew up around animals, bucking bales of hay and so forth believes that when a man learns the differe
nce of what is real and what is merely within the "imaginations" that it can help ALOT!

Perhaps, if you know beforehand that your parents are going to be gone in the evening, you can get together with a grou
p and have a Bible Study, shoot some hoops, learn about going on the street and witnessing, give your time to a church 
organization that has a need, pretty much anything that is real, and of good report.

Forgive me for just stepping in, but as a mother I know how important it is for young men to learn how to fight these thing
s, and as I was praying this morning I couldn't get your post out of my mind.

Please also remember this! Sometimes we want to struggle against something that is fighting our minds, all by ourself. Y
es, God is able to do anything; but He also said: "Where two or more agree as touching anything", and I think there is he
lp in having someone more mature (perhaps your father) help you pray about some of these things as well. When one is
humble, honest and willing to learn it sure opens up a great window!

In Christ,
Lor_E

Re: - posted by Watered, on: 2008/10/7 17:57
Thank you mam so much for your reply, it is greatly appreciated.

I dont really have anyone to talk to about this hahahah my parents arent Christians and i dont have a Church to go to an
d i dont really know of any mature belivers that i can talk to, in real life.

So i just go with the flow and try to ignore this thing.

Just when the temptation comes, WOW , is it difficult.

Like when i was on the computer one time and i wasnt even thinking about this subjuct, i was looking at things of nature,
because it is amazing to see some of the things in nature.  And as i was looking for cool videos about nature and animal
s and all that stuff, i say an extremely sensual picture...and i fell...and i wasnt even tempted or even thinking about the s
ubject, but once i saw that sensual picture, it was over, its hard to explain... you become like stupid and you dont think a
bout what you are doing, its just like crazy.  

Sorry again that i am posting this, or if this was too graphic or disgusting.

just like real life situations for young people, got to watch out on youtube.com or video.google.com, you can find some s
cary things hahaha. I dont mean to make this subject look like crazy hard or anything, but for me it is one of those sins th
at i struggle alot on, some people might not struggle with this stuff that much, but i must say a majority does.

Thanks much
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Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/10/7 18:16

Quote:
------------------------- I don't mean to make this subject look like crazy hard or anything, but for me it is one of those sins that i struggle a lot on, some pe
ople might not struggle with this stuff that much, but i must say a majority does.
-------------------------

Watered, you are not alone. Just read all these posts and you will see that most posters will identify with you, hence the 
concern for modesty. And it is tragic when one cannot even go to the house of the LORD  and feel like the environment t
here does not lend itself to purity. I am convinced the Lord's return must be near because the Enemy is working overtim
e to trip any and all to fall. He does not care how it is accomplished, just so it gets done. I would suppose if we could get 
a glimpse of the horror of hell it would go a long way in helping us to resist this temptation.

And another poster raised the question about males dressing modestly....how about it men? Care to comment?  If I recal
l, a growing number of females are also struggling with porn, so what can the males do to help them? Have any males e
ver felt convicted about how they dress?Actually,  I feel real disguest when I see a male in ***** and I wonder what gives
? What is his motivation? 

ginnyrose

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/10/8 9:35

Quote:
-------------------------I dont really have anyone to talk to about this hahahah my parents arent Christians and i dont have a Church to go to and i dont real
ly know of any mature belivers that i can talk to, in real life.
-------------------------

Firstly, it is not very funny, to me it is very serious. 

I'm glad that you have chosen to stand among this; but I also believe that every Christian should have fellowship! 

It could just be two or three others that you can pray with, study with, grow with- a Bible Study, a prayer group... somethi
ng. I'm not saying that there needs to be blatent confession first rattle out of the box; but a place where Christ is sought- 
human struggle to human struggle leading to wonderful overcoming and answered prayer.

I would pray about God opening some doors of true Christian fellowship, and a place whether a church or a study group 
where you can have contact with other believers.
~~~~

Perhaps I am too simplistic, but it seems to me that there are just a few things that are ripping apart the moral fabric of C
hristians and churches in regards to this discussion.

Firstly I wonder that there seems to be almost no accountability within the modern churchworld. 

Not only my accountability to you, but your accountability to me; in other words: the responsibility of the sister to take car
e with her own presentation so as to not cause someone to stumble; and the responsibility of the brother, the husband, t
he father, the leader, and the 'older' women to be honest in love.

My, how valuable it is when true fellowship takes place, when the glory of God is brought into the midst of Christian conv
ersation and without our own wills pursuit: conviction, accountability, and hopes are shared! I have seen it, not often, but
when I have it is truly a gift from God!

Secondly, due to the lack of probably many things within the group, there is a seeking to glorify self. Now, it is very easy 
to find yourself glorifying yourself, it is very human, it is very close at hand; but within the Church, the ecclesia, the Body,
there should be a place for wisdom and grace to work in Godly correction.
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Thirdly, in this modern era of gadgets, of intellectual stimulation of every sort without live contact to another human bein
g, our imaginations have run amok! 

It matters not whether it is thinking too highly of oneself, speaking more harshly to someone than you would in person be
cause you have the protection of distance, remaining nuetral because no one sees you, keeping your own thoughts prot
ected because no one can hear you speak. 

All too often there is the thinking we have obtained some knowledge because we have seen it, heard it, or read it without
any true living of it. Like watching someone riding a horse, training a horse, racing the horse, petting the horse: that look
s easy, I can do that! When in reality we may tremble standing next to a live one!

"Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captiv
ity every thought to the obedience of Christ. And having all readiness to avenge all disobedience when your obedience i
s fulfilled."

Excuse me if I am rambling on please, I guess in a nutshell, I feel that immodesty is a fruit of a heart that has no fear of 
God, no respect for the Body of Christ, and the result of too many people-who call themselves 'Christian' and churches n
ot being representatives of a Holy and a powerful God.

Thanks for you all's patience!
In Christ,
Lori

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/10/8 11:56
I have been thinking about this issue: how does one live victoriously over lust. It has me thinking all day and night. What
Lori wrote is right on, in my opinion. What I am going to is not to replace her suggestions but to add to.

When one evaluates temptation, what it is and why it tempts us, it should inform us what is the more basic issue at work.
Being able to identify this helps a lot. For example, recently something really triggered  some very unpleasant responses
in me and then I wondered "why does this thing bother me so?" Once I understood the basic forces at work, it was easie
r to deal with that issue.

Now to answer your question: how does one resist?

One can give you a list of dos and don'ts on how to live victoriously over temptation that will work - for a while, and then i
t is back to square one, leaving you more defeated then ever before because one will focus on methods and not on a Pe
rson. Makes a huge difference - the difference between victory and failure. So what is the solution? I suggest you focus 
on walking close to the LORD, so close that you really are afraid NOT to because of the damaging results that follow wh
en you don't. Make sense? Allow me to illustrate.

When our only daughter died from a brain tumor, I was devastated. I knew if I would not stay close to the LORD I would 
go crazy with grief. Another story: One time I had a debilitating sin problem and victory came only when I stormed the ga
tes of heaven for release. So, this is using personal experiences to teach one but what does the scriptures say? Conside
r Romans 5:20: where sin abounds, grace did much more." (When God gives us instructions on how to live, he always gi
ves one the tools to accomplish it. Always.) The Scriptures do not give us the methods by which God will use to ensure v
ictory, only that victory is there. The LORD may have 1000 ways to accomplish that and you do not know which or what 
combination he will use, but it is there. 

Just go to the gates of heaven and knock, rattle that door - if you will - and persist and He will answer. 

Mind if I share one more story? One time I had a client who was a cocaine addict. She wanted release from it. Now at C
PC we were not trained to handle drug addicts but we had at our disposal agencies, ministries we could refer our clients 
to. Anyhow, this girl told me her story: She had been at a rehab, came to the LORD who had delivered her from this addi
ction. She walked close to the LORD and had no problem whatsoever; cocaine held no appeal for her and she was drug
free. Things went along real well for her and in due time she relaxed in her walk with the LORD and soon fell into it again
. This is a modern example of Luke 11:24-26:  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry plac
es, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out.  And when he cometh, he fin
deth it swept and garnished.  Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they e
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nter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first."

One more observation: what makes some temptations more difficult to deal with is because most at heart are legitimate, 
God-given  desires that the devil has perverted. This includes the desire to eat, to reproduce...Since these are God-give
n, God will give you the grace(ability, strength) to cope with it. Another thing that hinders victory is when we think we can
do it in our own strength, that we can handle it on our own, that we do not need God very much - a little perhaps, someti
mes, but not all the time...and therein is the catch. And rest assured, that comes from the pit!

Hope this helps...
ginnyrose

Re: - posted by Watered, on: 2008/10/12 20:21
But when i slip into to sin, how do i come before God and ask for forgiveness?  i mean this a really heinous sin, and it is 
really disgusting, how do i come before God? Man this really stinks because of this sin, sometimes i don even know if I'
m saved, i mean how can a Christian commit such filth so many times, so often...it horrible.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/10/13 0:10
Watered wrote: 

Quote:
-------------------------But when i slip into to sin, how do i come before God and ask for forgiveness? i mean this a really heinous sin, and it is really disgus
ting, how do i come before God? Man this really stinks because of this sin, sometimes i don even know if I'm saved, i mean how can a Christian commi
t such filth so many times, so often...it horrible.
-------------------------

Watered, you just tell God what you told us here. He cannot help you until you  hit bottom, when you feel totally helpless 
to help yourself. He knows exactly how vile and filthy you are: you cannot hide anything from God. And he knows when 
you will be tempted next and your response to it. He is waiting for you to to express your absolute need for deliverance. 
The reason you likely have not experienced victory is because there is still some part of you that finds a measure of plea
sure in it. What makes it harder is because you are dealing with things that are in its pure form God given BUT then the 
DEVIL came along and perverted it, enslaving you to a perversion. Since this is the case, you will have tell God all you t
hink, feel. want. Tell him how dirty and bad you feel - EVERYTHING! This cannot be emphasized enough. God knows y
ou inside and out - you cannot hide anything from him, so you just might as well admit it. If you enjoy your sin a tad bit, t
ell Him! Tell him you would like to hate it but that you don't hate it like you should and that you need his help to accompli
sh it. Make sense?

I prayed for you and do hope that any who have read your recent post will pray for you. 

Blessings and come back and let us know how things are going for you. We care.

ginnyrose

EDIT:  you may want to checkout this site:

www.purelifeministries.org 

Re: - posted by Lor_E (), on: 2008/10/13 10:56
ginnyrose was right on the money!! Amen!

Quote:
-------------------------i mean this a really heinous sin, and it is really disgusting
-------------------------

Yes, all sin is hideous! It is so hideous that God sent His only Beloved Son to hang on a hideous and horrid cross to give
us a way that we are no longer held as a slave to sin.
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Every person who believes in God comes to a place of seeing how horrible their sins are to a Holy God, and that is a ble
ssed gift! But as ginnyrose mentioned we MUST hate that thing!!!! 

We MUST come to God in ALL honesty, knowing that He sees everything..but all things are naked and opened to the ey
es of Him, with whom we have to do.

We MUST TRUST that what God said He would do, He will accomplish!! Yet, we MUST also do OUR part! and being ho
nest is one of them; being relentless in our pursuit of God is another!

(I say this as a mother!:) There is a war for your soul! You have given the enemy, whether satan or your own flesh, a pos
ition to cause you destruction by things that you keep within your heart and mind. It's like giving the enemy ammo to bo
mbard the good things that God would do in you. BUT, the battle is a good thing!!! 

Because God is more than able to do abundantly more than we can ask or think. His desire is to renew our minds, to roo
t out the enemies that seek to destroy us and take away their power to cause bondage (when we feel like we can't help 
but sin...) 

BUT, in order for that to happen, we must be fully surrendered to God. We must learn how to do things HIS way. We MU
ST LISTEN to what He says in His Word! We MUST pour IN LIFE where sin and death would try to dig into our lives. We
must continue to RUN to Christ and ask Him to wash us through and through, with His precious blood!

And whenever the enemies of your mind threaten you, trying to tempt your flesh or your mind with thoughts you know do
not belong to God, RUN to HIM. ...bringing EVERY thought to the obedience of Christ... ASK Him for help, HE WILL NO
T turn away from you. He already knows whats inside of you and desires to set you free!

This is a good message, if you have time I would listen to it!
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/visit.php?lid4031) here

My prayers are with you, along with others who understand where you are, and know that God is able!

In Christ,
Lori

Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2008/10/17 19:35
This man in the letter is struggling with Sin. You can clearly read the dissappointment in the letter when he says

Quote:
-------------------------I wish I could write to you and tell you I am able to walk into church without any fear of encountering the temptation to lust anymore;
but I canÂ’t.
-------------------------

He says this even after claiming to have repented.

This man is struggling because he is try himself and as long as he tries by himself he will fail. We could all say we have 
experienced trying to do it in our own strengh and failing in our walk with God. I know I have experienced it in my walk a
nd I know you have in your walk as you said in another post.

Quote:
-------------------------Paul West said in the Pub Situation Post

See, when God steps in, giving things up is not a burden or struggle. You just agree with Him and the Spirit mortifies, but when you try to do it on your 
own, you fight and struggle and fail and binge. It's true. This is why I tell people not to listen to me, but to take everything to God in prayer and see wha
t He says.
-------------------------

My heart does go out to this man it truly does but we can't hold up his life and say this is Godly because he struggles ag
ainst sexual sin in his own strength and as long as he does he will fall again and again because he is still held captive. I 
do hope this man gets the freedom that he desires and comes to a knowledge of how God operates.
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This is something that is close to my heart. It's how the church operates how we can say God did this God did that. Men 
who are in charge would get us to testify prematurely that we are set free because at the end of the day there promting t
here minisTry not Gods Kingdom. I spoke to woman recently she had been going along to the church had been prayed f
or and testified she had been healed and came off the medication. Two years later she is back to see the doctor and bac
k on medication her condition has got worse as well as being upset, disallusioned and feels great shame and bitterness.

Yes God heals, yes God delivers, God sets us free but lets just step back a minute before we get taken up with emotion 
and claim things we have when we haven't and  be in rush to claim anything to make ourselves look good. 

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2008/10/18 10:22
Colin,
The Scripture still says, "Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." 1Cor. 10:12. If it was applica
ble 2000 years ago, it still is today.

ginnyrose  
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