
General Topics :: Blue Like Jazz

Blue Like Jazz - posted by chadster, on: 2007/3/14 16:59
Has anyone heard of this somewhat new release  by this title, written by Donald Miller. (published by Thomas Nelson, I 
believe) I understand the 20 and 30 year olds are going wild over it, and that is an expose of the weaknesses in the chur
ches that this generation grew up in..I'd be interested in any feedback that anyone might have.  

Re: Blue Like Jazz - posted by RMEChaplain (), on: 2007/3/14 17:26
I read it several months ago and rather enjoyed it.  It has a "Christian Hippie" mentality about it.  It makes a "straight-n-n
arrow" conservative like me stop and think.  Maybe we don't have all the answers.

Re: - posted by Santana (), on: 2007/3/14 17:28
I was at the airport bookstore the other day and this was the only Christian book that I found in the whole store. I don't kn
ow what that means. ;-) 

I think it came out a few years ago, don't understand why it's becoming big now.  

Re: Blue Like Jazz - posted by jordanamo, on: 2007/3/14 17:36
Donald Miller is the poster-boy of the Emerging Church revolution, a false representation of Jesus all together.

It is a false movement. Based upon a rebellious spirit of anti-orthodoxy. It puts experience above Scripture. It lacks an u
nderstanding and revelation of God as God. It lacks an understanding of the Cross. 

It is seeping into every corner of American Christendom. And it is not of God.

Jordan

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2007/3/14 17:51
I disagree with Jordanamo.

I heard Donald speak at the Fusion Conference at Orlando.  He honestly challenged us to WALK OUT our faith in Jesus
Christ, cause it's the only hope for the world.

Donald Miller seems to use Ray Comfort's mentality of evangelism.  Basically, breaking it down and SHOW the person
they need Christ. I don't mean actual 'ray comforts' teaching but instead the mentality.

God moves DIFFERENT ways through DIFFERENT people.

Something wrong with getting caught up with this website.  Is that some people get the idea we need a 'Spurgeon' or a
'Wesley' or a 'Luther' etc etc.  We don't need them.  Honestly, we wouldn't listen to them.  Why? because our CULTUR
E has CHANGED!

What we need is someone who is FULLY captivated with our Holy Loving God.  We don't need a 'Paul'.  We need a peo
ple who will follow what HE says to do for such a time as this.
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Re: - posted by iansmith (), on: 2007/3/14 17:59
So what about the emerging church is different than any other denomination or church... I know members of 'the emergi
ng church' that are totally sold out for Jesus and living their lives powerfully in the word and in faith.

No more blanket condemnation! Just because young people read the bible and get something different than you doesn't 
mean they're wrong, Jesus may just be showing Himself to them in a different way.

The reason that 'blue like jazz' has become so popular is that a lot of ministries have been handing it out for free (that's r
adical in itself). I've seen it at Christian book tables and other events, I haven't had a chance to read it, although it doesn'
t look like it would interest me that much... I like my books to draw blood mentally!

Re: - posted by jordanamo, on: 2007/3/14 18:42
lovegrace,

I exhort you to take in this admonition from Peter,

2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will sec
retly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destructio
n. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed 
they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy dar
kness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousnes
s, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gom
orrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 
and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man live
d among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9 th
en the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of ju
dgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.

Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, 11 whereas angels, though greater in might a
nd power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like irrational animals
, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also 
be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in 
the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you. 14 They have eyes full
of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! 15 Fors
aking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from
wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restraine
d the prophet's madness.

17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 1
8 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from tho
se who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overco
mes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowle
dge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become wor
se for them than the first. 21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than 
after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has happene
d to them: Â“The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.Â” (ESV)

Be careful. I have nothing else to say.

Jordan
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Re: Blue Like Jazz - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2007/3/14 19:02
This question about the book was posed here recently, one of our dear brothers here at SI(Compton) posted an insightfu
l overview of the book, I have copied it below...

I read through most of the book in one sitting last summer so this is more of an initial reaction then a'review'...

While I count Donald Miller as a dear brother, and believe he would make absolutely great conversation across a cup of 
coffee, I consider him a Christian author of more style then substance.

The problem I had is that he was turning his personal confusion, questions, and search for authentic answers into a type
of humble virtue. Unbelief is put forth as being more honest then belief...This is a persistent problem with the 'emergent' 
Christian writer...in their wry critique of 'churchianity' they resign themselves to always being confused and uncertain abo
ut their walk with God...and often become downright irreverant and arrogant about it! 

I think Donald Miller is part of a stylish trend of adolescently minded Christian thinkers who shift the emphasis off of scrip
ture and onto their own emotional and intellectual angst...confusing human sincerity with faith. They imply that this self-a
bsorption is 'being honest' with the reader...and seem to feel that the 'relevant' Christian will have more to offer people fr
om exogeting culture then from exogeting scripture. Cultural relevancy is the mantra...and talking more about questions t
hen answers is their 'connection' to the culture. 

As a result, these post-modern writers might appeal to post-modern cultural tastes, yet ironically, are woefully irrelevant t
o the needs of the post-modern soul,...when compared to the spiritual nourishment of much older writers such as Bunya
n, Carmichael, Chambers, or Spurgeon. The soul does not live by clever and insightful social commentary on religon, fai
th, and politics... but by God's Word.

In recent years I have begin to ask myself why the most popular Christian books of my day bear no resemblance in subs
tance to the vast archive of great Christian books that do resemble each other, from many centuries past.

One of these things is not like the other!

Blessings,

MC

Re: - posted by chadster, on: 2007/3/14 19:52
Thank you everyone for your comments.  I did a bit of research on my own and most of what I found on the internet was 
very positive and supportive of this book.  This of course, may just be representative of the spirit of the age and the wate
red down Christianity that most Christians in America are being rasied on. As a confession, though, I do struggle with ho
w to be "relevant" and communicate with today's generation in an effectual way and not turn them off with religion (Jesus
in fact spoke against the religion of his day!); but at the same time communicate the claims of Christ. I too grew up in a l
egalistic church and so much of what I saw was not genuine Christiainty...so I guess I can understand why this generatio
n who is really into what is genuine has found fault with established "churchianity".

 I really appreciate In the Light posting Compton's analysis...that was really insightful and exactly what I was looking for. 
While we need to be culturally relevant, we cannot be uncompromised in the slightest when it comes to the call of Christ 
to "come and die!". I think this is what today's generation doesn't want to hear. They want a loving Christ who accepts th
em as they are, and isn't making any demands on their life. (or at least any that require self denial or serious sacrifice). S
orry for processing out loud here! :-)

Again, thank you everyone for your thoughts...I knew you guys would come through for me with some really substantial f
eedback!  Blessings to all of you!
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Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2007/3/14 22:29
Here are God's words about being CULTURALLY relevant.

Acts 13:36
"For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathe
rs and underwent decay;

Then in Acts 17:22-34 it shows Paul speaking a message a little different than the rest.  Instead of saying 'the Messiah h
as come' he refers to Jesus as an 'unknown god'.  Today, if we talked like that, brothers (like yourself) would say 'thats si
n and blasphemy'.  Not only does he refer to the 'gods' of their culture but THEIR Poetry. *Vs.28*

Jordanamo, I think you should maybe take a few steps back.  And maybe, just for once, ask yourself, "Can I be wrong?" 
or "If I'm wrong, what would that mean?"

Re:, on: 2007/3/15 7:18
Blue Like Jazz will be hot for a little while, and the Christian Bookstores will sell the "Blue Like Jazz" coffee mugs, bible
covers, t-shirts, postcards, chewing gum, buttons, bookmarks, pencils, etc etc... heck, if they could they sell you Blue
Like Jazz happy meals.

Anyone remember the "Prayer of Jabez" phenom?

And then it will die out and be forgotten, with no change in our society or generation... because there is only one Book th
at can make a change, and no one is reading it. Even so-called "Christians".

Remember when Mel Gibson's Catholic movie "The Passion" came out a couple years ago? Evangelicals could barely c
ontain themselves because most believed this would spark a revival in this country. Well, it's been what? 3 years? ... I'm 
still waiting...

God's Word is what changes lives. Not silly books and Catholic movies.

Krispy

Re: Blue like Jazz, on: 2007/3/15 7:41
lovegrace said

Quote:
-------------------------Something wrong with getting caught up with this website. Is that some people get the idea we need a 'Spurgeon' or a 'Wesley' or a 
'Luther' etc etc. We don't need them. Honestly, we wouldn't listen to them. Why? because our CULTURE has CHANGED!

What we need is someone who is FULLY captivated with our Holy Loving God. We don't need a 'Paul'. We need a people who will follow what HE say
s to do for such a time as this.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------Here are God's words about being CULTURALLY relevant.

Acts 13:36
"For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and underwent decay;

Then in Acts 17:22-34 it shows Paul speaking a message a little different than the rest. Instead of saying 'the Messiah has come' he refers to Jesus as
an 'unknown god'. Today, if we talked like that, brothers (like yourself) would say 'thats sin and blasphemy'. Not only does he refer to the 'gods' of their 
culture but THEIR Poetry. *Vs.28*
-------------------------
Hi lovegrace,

I appreciate this exposition, especially knowing how active you are in ministry including evangelism.

Unless a person has internally processed the gospel (ie made it their own, as Paul did), they are not likely to be able to d
o what Paul did with a clear conscience.  But, I agree with what you shared, and I believe the testimony about David fro
m scripture, should encourage us to be be relevant to our generation if none else.  
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Not everyone can write a book or leave something distinctly Godly, which will be (in that way), externally recognised by f
uture generations.  But, the word of God is living, and endures forever, and like seed within seed, it is ministered to the n
ext generation through believers.  Amen.

I believe the walking out of our faith is deeply constructive for the soul and it is this which enables us to be creative with 
opportunities to talk about the Lord, and point people to God.

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2007/3/15 16:52

Quote:
-------------------------
And then it will die out and be forgotten, with no change in our society or generation... because there is only one Book that can make a change, and no
one is reading it. Even so-called "Christians".
-------------------------

Wow Krispy, I never really thought of everything that way before.  You reply caused me to strech my understanding, tha
nks.

But.  I still don't think it's the 'word' of God that will save people.  I'm sorry.  How come did the religious leaders of Jesus' 
time miss JESUS HIMSELF, they read the Scriptures more than anyoen else around??

Because of the Spirit.  The Spirit gives life.

We, as a Church, need to rise up and speak what the Father is speaking and then, only then, we will see a revival/restor
ation time.

**Keep in mind.  Speaking something from God never goes against His written Word.

Re: - posted by vico, on: 2007/3/15 17:11

Quote:
-------------------------But. I still don't think it's the 'word' of God that will save people. I'm sorry.
-------------------------

John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and t
hey are life.

Psalms 19:7 Â¶  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul:

James 1:18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

1 Peter 1:23  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever.

Quote:
-------------------------How come did the religious leaders of Jesus' time miss JESUS HIMSELF, they read the Scriptures more than anyoen else around?
?
-------------------------

Because the Word did not abide in them. And He sent them right back to the Scriptures.

John 5:38-39  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not.
Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
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Re:, on: 2007/3/15 17:21

Quote:
-------------------------But. I still don't think it's the 'word' of God that will save people. I'm sorry.
-------------------------

Well... like Vico, lets see what God says about that...

Rom 10:14-15  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of wh
om they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? 
as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

And what are we to preach? The Word!

Krispy

Re: - posted by BenBrockway, on: 2007/3/15 17:38

Quote:
-------------------------
KrispyKrittr wrote:
Blue Like Jazz will be hot for a little while, and the Christian Bookstores will sell the "Blue Like Jazz" coffee mugs, bible covers, t-shirts, postcards, che
wing gum, buttons, bookmarks, pencils, etc etc... heck, if they could they sell you Blue Like Jazz happy meals.

Krispy
-------------------------

The sad thing is that many a church are following in the "We need to be relevant, so we need to be REALLY watered do
wn" movement. I pray it won't last long, but there are several young churches already filling to the brim with thousands of
people feeding on mostly garbage.

Chadster wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------
Thank you everyone for your comments. I did a bit of research on my own and most of what I found on the internet was very positive and supportive of
this book. This of course, may just be representative of the spirit of the age and the watered down Christianity that most Christians in Ameri
ca are being rasied on. 
-------------------------

What's in bold is exactly what it is.

Re: - posted by lovegrace, on: 2007/3/15 21:52
Good scriptures vico.  Thanks, I'll ponder them.
 
Krispy.  Let's not twist scripture.  The 'word' there (in Romans) is referring to Jesus and the gospel, not the letter, nor OT
.

Also, amen.  Let's not bring a watered down gospel.

But lets not speak another cultural language instead break it down for others WITHOUT distorting the message.
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Re: - posted by vico, on: 2007/3/18 13:48
I would encourage everyone participating on this thread to listen to this excellent compilation preached by Leonard Rave
nhill

Who's touching the Ark?

God bless you all!

Re:, on: 2007/3/25 22:46
Again, PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING from COMPTON, also i am writing my experience that is closely related to the
discussion, after the quote from what COMPTON wrote...God bless you brother Compton. You put the exact feelings i
had about the book in words.

Quote:
-------------------------by InTheLight on 2007/3/14 19:02:25    This question about the book was posed here recently, one of our dear brothers here at SI(
Compton) posted an insightful overview of the book, I have copied it below...      I read through most of the book in one sitting last summer so this is m
ore of an initial reaction then a'review'...    While I count Donald Miller as a dear brother, and believe he would make absolutely great conversation acro
ss a cup of coffee, I consider him a Christian author of more style then substance.    The problem I had is that he was turning his personal confusion, q
uestions, and search for authentic answers into a type of humble virtue. Unbelief is put forth as being more honest then belief...This is a persistent pro
blem with the 'emergent' Christian writer...in their wry critique of 'churchianity' they resign themselves to always being confused and uncertain about th
eir walk with God...and often become downright irreverant and arrogant about it!     I think Donald Miller is part of a stylish trend of adolescently minded
Christian thinkers who shift the emphasis off of scripture and onto their own emotional and intellectual angst...confusing human sincerity with faith. The
y imply that this self-absorption is 'being honest' with the reader...and seem to feel that the 'relevant' Christian will have more to offer people from exog
eting culture then from exogeting scripture. Cultural relevancy is the mantra...and talking more about questions then answers is their 'connection' to the
culture.     As a result, these post-modern writers might appeal to post-modern cultural tastes, yet ironically, are woefully irrelevant to the needs of the 
post-modern soul,...when compared to the spiritual nourishment of much older writers such as Bunyan, Carmichael, Chambers, or Spurgeon. The soul
does not live by clever and insightful social commentary on religon, faith, and politics... but by God's Word.    In recent years I have begin to ask myself
why the most popular Christian books of my day bear no resemblance in substance to the vast archive of great Christian books that do resemble each 
other, from many centuries past.    One of these things is not like the other!    Blessings,    MC
/quote
Quote:
-------------------------

i read the book 1 year ago, and the exact response i had in my heart is of what Compton says above. 
i actually discussed this book with "emergent" christians. i tell you, it was fascinating - because trying to stir the discussion into the word of God was so
mehow hard.

wouldn't you know it though, - yesterday something happened that was such a joy to me.....and it releates to the discussion here in that, as Krispy said
the Word of God is really the true path to the freedom of our soul
i listen to a radio show called "Family Radio forum" or something like that.(i also admit, i am not sure how biblical some of the stuff, esp about the predi
ction of the end days, the teaching to come out of the church for the church age has ended etc- is biblical or not but that's for another discussion...othe
r than that everything is out of the Bible,)
a lady called all hostile and very sure of herself that eventhough she had had children without having ever been maried, she was not an adultress.
ok, here i have to describe the woman to you. the woman was a single mother with two children. she was geninuely concerned for her salvation and th
e label of "adultress".  (Mr Camping, the conductor, apparantelty had labeled any sexual relationship as adultrey no matter before marriage, during(out
side of the wife) or after). she was not hostile in a hateful way. and then the most beautiful thing happened. 
Mr. Camping said, Matthew 5 states if a man looks at a woman, he has already commited adultrey. not only have you looked at a man and desired, bu
t you have had intimate relationship with the man, without marriage as a basis.  and then, all her defensiveness started come off as if it was a scalp but
since it was a process she insisted, saying, "but i don't want the label of being an adultress by others" to which Mr. Camping proceeded to say, "you w
orry should be, God help me, and save my soul, please come and save me for i am poor and needy not trying to get the label off

all this(and again, i wish all of us heard it) is to say, 
HOW WONDERFUL THE WORD OF OUR GOD IS. i don't know why it hit me so hard with this lady's conversation, but it was such a comfort for my o
wn heart and an assurance to see the Word of God so penetrate the lady so deep to the point where i felt it in her intonation and her demenaor on the 
radio, as she was disarmed after he read Matthew 5. you know, i personally always struggled with having to use scripture when witnessing to others, b
ut it was as if God was showing me a clear example and way of doing it on how Scripture penetrates so deep into the soul.

i will explain more if there are questions

sam
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