sermon {29

General Topics :: Will we see Solomon in heaven?

Will we see Solomon in heaven? - posted by Here4Him (), on: 2007/3/21 16:24

| am sure this may have been discussed before, but i was just reading through 1 Kings and the life of Solomon again, an
d of course the question always comes to mind, 'will we see him in heaven?'

| know tradition says he returned to the Lord at the end of His life and wrote Ecclesiastes, do we know if there is any fou
ndation for that?

| think its interesting how it says that from his birth (or actually before) the Lord loved Him, if this is the saving love towar
d the elect, then despite his apostacy and dreadful last years of wickedness he was the Lord's and the Lord made sure
He came back, right? What do you think?

Re: Will we see Solomon in heaven? - posted by jordanamo, on: 2007/3/21 17:16
| don't know.

Re: - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/3/21 17:30

| remember asking this very same question. It troubled me that Solomon may have slipped through God's fingers. So |
asked God, "Lord, What happened to Solomon?". Then my eyes were opened and | was directed to Ecclesiastes.
That's him! He was a prodigal son. He was lost, but then he was found. Yes, he did return to the Lord, and amazing
lessons come from that little book.

After meditating on the book of Ecclesiastes | wrote out my insights:
(http://vww.thewayback.net/articles/becominghuman.htm) Learning to be Fully Human

Re: Will we see Solomon in heaven?, on: 2007/3/21 17:36
If the LORD rescued a sinner like me, anything's possible...

| have another question: is a modern-day homosexual man that's been with ten men better or worse sinner than Solomo
n, who had "relations" with over 900 women?

| don't see sin as quantitative or qualitative... disobey once or disobey nine hundred time, it's still disobedience.

Re: - posted by andres (), on: 2007/3/21 18:46

Yes, sin is sin no matter how small we think it is, BUT, what type of sin did King Solomon commit?
A“Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and
for Molech, the abomination of the children of AmmonA”
A“And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.A” 1 kings 11:7-8
King Solomon great sin is leading his people to apostasy. Every time Solomon worshipped a foreign god , he wa

s telling his people it was ok to do the same .. every time Solomon sacrificed or let one of his children be sacrificed to
molech, Solomon was telling the people he was leading , that this was acceptable behavior. Imagine the children who
grew up in this environment, being exposed to the actions of the king of Israel.

A“But whoso shall offend (causes to sin) one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millst
one were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.A’"Matthew18:6

Was Solomon saved? | hope so.. .. but look at the destruction he left in his wake,Solomon's sin did not only affect |

ust himself but the nation of GOD..  this should also be a warning to Pastors

Love
andy
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Re: Will we see Solomon in heaven?, on: 2007/3/21 20:17

I'm perplexed when | hear people (believers) say they are looking forward to talking to this or that saint, or seeing a
loved one again in heaven, mainly because | don't find this held out as being any part of our hope for salvation.

Of Solomon, | don't know, and wonder if | need to know?

But, the scripture which comes to mind is the end of Romans 1, where the consequences of turning away from the truth
about God are graphically spelled out by Paul, followed by

Romans 2 (NKJV)
1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn
yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.

2 But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things.

3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape
the judgment of God?

4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of G
od leads you_to repentance?

This is a clear statement that idolators are not beyond salvation.

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2007/3/22 6:24

To me it is one of the authenticating features of the Bible record that so many stories are left unfinished. If human being
s had written these accounts all these issues would have been 'tidied up'. But real life is not so easily 'tidied up'and thes
e are real life accounts. As some of the old Quakers used to say 'we have no desire to be wiser than what has been writ

ten'.

Re: Will we see Solomon in heaven?, on: 2007/3/22 7:05

————————————————————————— | know tradition says he returned to the Lord at the end of His life and wrote Ecclesiastes, do we know if there is any foundation for t

Well... since Solomon wrote a lot of what he wrote to his son, in order to advise his son how he should live his life... and
the advise was basically "seek ya first the kingdom of God", and dont put any stock in anything of this world... and teachi
ng his son by his (Solomon's) own experiences... | would say thats a pretty good foundation for that conclusion made by
much greater theologians than any of us are.

That was perhaps the longest sentence | have ever written.

Krispy

Re: - posted by dohzman (), on: 2007/3/22 7:27

In the truest sense of sin, sin is simply being that which is not what God created one to be. Man / woman was created in
the image of God. We are to be a reflection of His glory, an expression of His infinite self. It has always been a trap to ca
tagorize certain trangressions or trespasses and hold some to be worse than others, however it would seem that certain
acts seem to recieve a much swifter judgement.
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Re: Why the uncertainty - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/3/22 10:46

From Ecclesiastes"
"The words of the Teacher, son of David, king of Jerusalem" 1:1

"I, the teacher was king over Isreal in Jerusalem. | devoted myself to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done und
er heaven." 1:12

Was there another son of David who could have fit this description? (never mind all the other references about his life)
Why would Solomon's final confession be generally viewed with uncertainty - as to his eternal destiny?
Why is the book of Ecclesiastes rarely used as it's intended purpose: to warn people not to make the same mistakes.

Why don't we hear more heart-stirring sermons arising from this literature?

Diane

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/3/22 22:20

Diane wrote:
Quote:
————————————————————————— Why don't we hear more heart-stirring sermons arising from this literature?

| cannot speak for all preachers, but | have heard too many say it is such a negative book! When | tell them 1 just love th
e book, they look at me rather strange, like they cannot believe a woman would think so. | love the book because it talks
about life and what is important. Oh dear, | better quit - | love the book so much that once | get started | find it hard to st
op talking about it!

ginnyrose

Re:, on: 2007/3/22 22:41

------------------------- | love the book because it talks about life and what is important. Oh dear, | better quit - | love the book so much that once | get start
ed | find it hard to stop talking about it!

I love it because Solomon tries everything, questions EVERYTHING, and ends up "holding to that which is good".

Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/3/23 1:20

------------------------- I'm perplexed when | hear people (believers) say they are looking forward to talking to this or that saint, or seeing a loved one again
in heaven, mainly because | don't find this held out as being any part of our hope for salvation.

More perplexed at that statement ...
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Re: Will we see Solomon in heaven?, on: 2007/3/23 9:45
crsschk said

More perplexed at that statement ...

I'm willing to be corrected from scripture on this point, and | recognise Jesus gives a fair amount of detail (apparently) in
His story of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16), but when | read the descriptions of heaven in Revelation, they seem al
| to be taken up with worshipping the Lamb. Not that the elders (for instance) were not recognisable to John (perhaps) b
ut he doesn't say so.

Where do you find in the New Testament, any idea that after we are asleep in Christ, or, after we have been given a res
urrection body, we will be focusing on other saints, rather than the Lord?

Re: - posted by crsschk (), on: 2007/3/23 10:22

————————————————————————— Where do you find in the New Testament, any idea that after we are asleep in Christ, or, after we have been given a resurrection bo
dy, we will be focusing on other saints, rather than the Lord?

Well, that is an even stranger comment ... Where did this idea come from? Who said anything about focus? Not to bela
bor anything here and perhaps | missed something that brought this out earlier ...

Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge th
e smallest matters? Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life?
1 Cor 6:2-3 (KJV)

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In who
m all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

Eph 2:19-21 (KJV)

And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, L
ord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and on
e for Elias.

Matt 17:3-4 (KJV)

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
John 8:56 (KJV)

Re: Will we see Solomon in heaven?, on: 2007/3/23 10:38

crsswchk said

------------------------- Well, that is an even stranger comment ... Where did this idea come from? Who said anything about focus?

Well, perhaps we are on the same page after all!

Just exactly where did the idea come from that we go to heaven for the purpose of seeing our loved ones who have pas
sed on, rather than to see Jesus with absolute clarity?
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But, it is the former focus which | have heard time and time again, which | cannot find in scripture.

The scriptures you quoted were not in my mind, and of course they refer to after the natural death of a saint, but, these ¢
onvey something completely different than the sort of continuation of relationship with a 'loved one' which | detect in the t
hinking of those who speak confidently about 'seeing' the loved one again, or, of conversing with one of the great saints

of old. To me, even this last is laid to rest by Paul's statement in 1 Cor 13, that 'then, | shall know, even as also | am kno

wn'.

Re: What's in the book? - posted by roadsign (), on: 2007/3/23 11:11
Ginnyrose said,

————————————————————————— | have heard too many say it is such a negative book!

Perhap§ some do not put it into theAbigger context A— the contrast between the meaninglessness of this temporal life an
d God A- our only hope. | think thatA’s  what Solomon was trying get across.

| too have found amazingly rich truths leap from the book of Ecclesiastes. In fact, | can see an entire sermon series tak
en from it aimed at our youth. LetA’s face it, our youth can often see realities about A“everything under the sinA” better t
hat the older ones who have stopped noticing. Our youth know about the word A“meaninglessA”. | suspect that they kn

ow about unfairness, the A“wearinessA” of life, madness and folly, injustice, about dust to dust, etc, and many are willin
g to talk about it A— even if in crude ways.

Solomon was blatantly open and honest about life without God. And he speaks from a wide base of experiences. The j
ourney that Solomon took in order to find meaning is one that most people are on today, but donA't realize it A- even Ch
ristians. They have yet to come to the end of themselves, like Solomon did. Maybe thatA’s another reason why the boo
k isnA’'t such a big deal to many (yet - that is).

Ecclesiastes has its place. But, | guess, a life that is working well is not that place. ItA’s just too raw and honest. And th
at may be too negative for all who still prefer their rose-coloured glasses - which, to some degree may be all of us. Don't
most of us hold even a tiny fragment of hope for something meaningful "under the sun"?

Diane

Re: - posted by John173 (), on: 2007/3/23 17:34
Linn & Mike,

| read your exchange with some interest and had some thoughts I'd like to pass along. The first thought that came to me
is that in heaven we will be completely without sin or in other words we will be righteous in every way. Here on earth this
total and complete righteousness is imputed and positional. Now my understanding of righteousness is that it is primarily
an atribute of how we relate to others. Every passage in the new testament that I'm aware of that teaches us how to go a
bout living life has to do with our relational skills, either with God or with each other. Somehow | do find it a strange idea

that we would have righteousness in heaven without relationships.

The second thought that came to mind came from these scriptures:

Isaiah 65:17 "For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth;
And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.

Isaiah 66:22 "For as the new heavens and the new earth
Which | will make shall remain before Me," says the LORD,
"So shall your descendants and your name remain.

2Peter 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a gr
eat noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned
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up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and g
odliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

What catches my attention, at least in regard to this discussion, is that He will create both a new heaven and a new eart
h. If all we do in heaven is stand before the throne of God worshipping, | have a difficult time understanding why a new e
arth is necessary.

In the same way that fellowship with God can occur anywhere we happen to be, and indeed there is no where we could

hide from God (if we wanted to-see Ps 139), | don't see any reason that this will be any different in eternity. The only diff
erence being that we will always have that fellowship, as opposed to now where we are not constantly aware of His pres
ence.

One of the aspects of God that consistently boggles my mind is His creativity. The earth itself glorifies God. | somehow h
ave this notion of eternity being a never ending discovery of God's creative process. | see us traveling from place to plac
e thoroughly enjoying the wonders of this new creation. | can't envision doing this without being in fellowship with others.
And remember, this is eternity we're discussing.

Strange ideas? Well, perhaps. | certainly wouldn't build a sermon around them. Sometimes | just like to dream. What | d
o know is that:

"Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

Nor have entered into the heart of man

The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."
1 Corinthians 2:9

Blessings in Christ,

Doug
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