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Some Advice from John Bunyan - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2007/3/28 11:04

I've been reading a convicting little book that John Bunyan wrote and published in 1676 titled The Strait Gate.
Here is a wise tidbit from that book that may be helpful to some here...

&#8211;Give me leave now in a word to give you a little advice.

1. Dost thou love thine own soul? then pray to Jesus Christ for an awakened heart, for a heart so awakened with all the t
hings of another world, that thou mayest be allured to Jesus Christ. 2. When thou comest there, beg again for more awa
kenings about sin, hell, grace, and about the righteousness of Christ. 3. Cry also for a spirit of discerning, that thou maye
st know that which is saving grace indeed. 4. Above all studies apply thyself to the study of those things that show thee t
he evil of sin, the shortness of man's life, and which is the way to be saved. 5. Keep company with the most godly amon
g professors. 6. When thou hearest what the nature of true grace is, defer not to ask thine own heart if this grace be ther
e. And here take heed&#8211;

(1.) That the preacher himself be sound, and of good life. (2.) That thou takest not seeming graces for real ones, nor see
ming fruits for real fruits. (3.) Take heed that a sin in thy life goes not unrepented of; for that will make a flaw in thine evid
ence, a wound in thy conscience, and a breach in thy peace; and a hundred to one, if at last it doth not drive all the grac
e in thee into so dark a corner of thy heart, that thou shalt not be able, for a time, by all the torches that are burning in th
e gospel, to find it out to thine own comfort and consolation.

If you would like to read more the book can be found online
(http://acacia.pair.com/Acacia.John.Bunyan/Sermons.Allegories/The.Strait. Gate/index.html.gz) HERE

In Christ,

Ron

Re: Some Advice from John Bunyan - posted by enid, on: 2007/3/28 11:34
Quote: Take heed that a sin in thy life goes not unrepented of...

Ps 51v6, 'Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom'.
Unrepentant sin leads only to more sin.

God wants us to be truthful and holy, seperate from sin.

Unrepentant sin hides God's face from us until we are ready to call sin sin and to turn from it.

If we do love our sin, forget fellowship with God.

You have chosen sin, not God.

But, if we then turn, He will hear and answer.

God is good.

God bless.
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Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2007/3/28 12:44

------------------------- 2. When thou comest there, beg again for more awakenings about sin, hell, grace, and about the righteousness of Christ.

————————————————————————— . Above all studies apply thyself to the study of those things that show thee the evil of sin, the shortness of man's life, and which is t
he way to be saved.

Great excerpts dear brother. Thanks for sharing.
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