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Living For The Glory Of God
by Zac Poonen

"To Him are all things" (Rom. 11:36) God is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last
. And so, as all things of an eternal nature originate in Him, they find their consummation in Him too. All things were crea
ted by God to bring glory to Him. This is not because God selfishly desires our glory. He is completely self-sufficient in Hi
mself, and there is nothing that we can offer Him that can add to His sufficiency. When He calls us to seek His glory, it is
because that is the way for our own highest good. We would be self-centred and miserable otherwise.

To be centered in Him is a law that God has built into creation. That law can be violated only by moral creatures with a fr
ee will. Inanimate creation joyfully obeys its Creator and glorifies Him. But Adam disobeyed that law, and we see the con
sequences in the misery of humanity.

In the prayer that the Lord taught His disciples to pray, the very first request is, "Hallowed by Thy Name." This was the pr
imary longing in the heart of the Lord Jesus. He prayed "Father, glorify Thy Name," and chose the way of the Cross sinc
e that was to the Father's glory (Jn. 12:27,28). One supreme passion governed the life of the Lord Jesus - the Father's gl
ory. Everything He did was for the Father's glory. There were no separate sacred and secular compartments in His life. 
Everything was sacred. He made stools and benches for the glory of God as much as He preached and healed the sick f
or the glory of God. Every day was equally sacred to Him; and money spent on the necessities of daily living was as sac
red as money given to God's work or to the poor. Jesus lived in perfect rest of heart at all times, because He sought only
the Father's glory and cared only for His Father's approval. He lived before the face of His Father and did not care for th
e honour or praise of men. "He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory," said Jesus (Jn. 7:18).

The soulish Christian, however much he may appear or pretend to be seeking the glory of God, is really, deep down, int
erested in his own honour. Jesus on the other hand, never sought any honour for Himself. That which originates in man'
s cleverness and is carried out through human ingenuity and talents, will always end in glorifying man. That which begin
s in the soul will only glorify the creature.But there will be nothing in heaven or in earth in the ages of eternity that will bri
ng honour or glory to any man.Everything that survives time and enters the portals of eternity will be what was from God,
through God and to God.

It is the motive behind an action that gives value and merit to that action, as far as God is concerned.What we do is impo
rtant, but why we do it is far more important.
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Quote:
-------------------------One supreme passion governed the life of the Lord Jesus - the Father's glory. 
-------------------------

May it be the same in my life.

Quote:
-------------------------That which originates in man's cleverness and is carried out through human ingenuity and talents, will always end in glorifying man. 
-------------------------

Which shall we choose?  Our own efforts or will we take the time to seek God for His burden, for His plan?  The things w
e do, what are they coming out of?  Selfish motives?  Or are our actions a result of God guiding us?
I find these to be searching thoughts.  Even good works, which I may say are for God's glory, can actually be for the liftin
g up of myself.  Oh what wretched pride it is that motivates such actions!

Page 1/2



Articles and Sermons :: Living For The Glory Of God -poonen

  

Quote:
-------------------------Everything that survives time and enters the portals of eternity will be what was from God, through God and to God.
-------------------------

Time and eternity will reveal what man has done and why he has done it.

Thank you for sharing this...it is good.
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