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TO Sermon Index Members:  Unity and Glory - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2007/7/26 22:40
John 17:22 Â“The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I i
n them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved the
m, even as You have loved Me.

I was dwelling on this verse recently as I studied the Scriptures.  And I saw something I had never seen before, and thou
ght I'd share it, especially with the stink that has arisen on these forums the last few days.

In this passage, Jesus links the glory of God to the unity of the body of Christ.  Jesus says that the glory God has given 
Him, He has now in turn given to the saints.  And this He does with a purpose. "That" they might be one, even as God th
e Father and God the Son are one.  For when we as believers come to recognize the very glory of God in the life of anot
her believer, it becomes increasingly difficult to criticize one another, and point out the faults with one another, and act h
ostile to one another.  Why?  Because there is a touch of God resting on that persons life.  

And sometimes it will simply be a touch, as not all believers are where they ought to be.  But even for the touch of God t
hat might be in that saint's life, should we not be like Moses and turn aside to see why it is the bush burns and is not con
sumed?  For unless we allow ourselves to be captivated by it, we might just miss it.  For when you think about it, during t
he 40 years Moses spent in the wilderness, he probably saw many burning bushes.  But there was something about this
one bush that burned, that, had he not looked upon it longer, he might have not noticed that it was not being consumed, 
though it burned with fire.  And when you see such a phenomenon, your perspective will never be the same.  

For it is the "I in them" that should take hold of us.  And once we see Him in them, our perspective of that individual ough
t never be the same.  For Christ is in them!  And since we would never speak harshly towards our Lord, we should now 
never speak harshly towards them.  For even as Christ's identification is bound up with that of the Father, so their identifi
cation is bound up.  And to touch the one is to touch the other.

And when we come to such a place of unity, where we can no longer wage war with our brothers and sisters in whom C
hrist dwells, then the world will know that Christ was sent into this world, and loved us.  But this will not happen unless Y
OU turn aside to see the glory of God that rests upon the life of every saint.

Amen.

Re: TO Sermon Index Members:  Unity and Glory - posted by tjservant (), on: 2007/7/26 22:47
Amen brother.

Quote:
-------------------------For when we as believers come to recognize the very glory of God in the life of another believer, it becomes increasingly difficult to 
criticize one another, and point out the faults with one another, and act hostile to one another. Why? Because there is a touch of God resting on that p
ersons life.
-------------------------
 :-) Thanks KingJimmy

Re: TO Sermon Index Members:  Unity and Glory - posted by Koheleth, on: 2007/7/26 23:43
Beautiful post.  It is right on.  Thank you for sharing.

Quote:
-------------------------For it is the "I in them" that should take hold of us.
-------------------------

Page 1/2



Articles and Sermons :: TO Sermon Index Members:  Unity and Glory

"To the extent you have done it unto the least of these my brothers, you have done it unto Me."

Quote:
-------------------------YOU turn aside to see the glory of God that rests upon the life of every saint.
-------------------------

Sometimes it is difficult to see the glory of God in another saint.  However, I wonder if the difficulty in seeing does not mo
st often rest with the observer than the one observed.  Jesus said, in another context, to take the log out of our own eye 
first.  I can say for myself that the Lord has shown me so many times, when I don't see what I expect to see, the problem
is not where I thought it was.  The problem is with me.

Unity and Glory!

Re: TO Sermon Index Members:  Unity and Glory - posted by hulsey (), on: 2007/7/26 23:55
Jimmy this is wonderful. Thank you for sharing this.

Blessings,
Jeremy Hulsey

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2007/7/27 10:51
I was further meditating on this subject while at work this morning, and I thought of the overall context of this prayer for g
lory and unity.  And it occurred to me that this prayer all issues on the eve of the cross.  And it is only the cross where thi
s glory is to be found.  

If you want a theology of glory, it can only be found in the theology of the cross.  And indeed, we are to glory in nothing e
lse but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, for which we have been crucified to this world, and this world to us.  A theolog
y of glory that issues simply out of easy-going nice-guy-isms is no glory.  Rather, the glory of the cross issues out of gre
at suffering and death.  A theology of glory that does not take into account suffering is a theology that is bankrupt.  

For without the cross, the unity that we have is nothing more than southern hospitality.  And for my international brethren
who might not understand what that is: southern hospitality is the ability to invite your enemy over for corn-bread and an 
iced-cold glass of sweet-tea, but to make war with them afterwards.  It's simply practicing "good manners" and "being nei
ghborly."  Southern hospitality, in a nutshell, is a lie.  It's the putting on of a show.  

But it is impossible to put on a show when you are hanging on a cross.  There you are robbed of the ability to cover your
self at all.  You hang naked, open and exposed for all to see.  No, not so much as even a loin cloth to cover yourself as 
often depicted in paintings.  And it is at this moment of shame and suffering that the glory of God is chiefly manifested.  

Christ said in John 17 that it was now the hour for Him to be glorified, and that this glory that He received from the Fathe
r, He has now given to us.  Far from receiving the royal treatment that is marked by the pomp that is treated as a glory, 
Christ received royal treatment of another kind:  that of the cross.  And to Christ, this was a glory.  And this is the glory C
hrist has given us, namely, the cross.  But will we receive it?  

Re: - posted by brokenvessel, on: 2007/7/27 12:41

Quote:
-------------------------
KingJimmy wrote:
I was further meditating on this subject while at work this morning, and I thought of the overall context of this prayer for glory and unity.  And it occurred
to me that this prayer all issues on the eve of the cross.  And it is only the cross where this glory is to be found.  

If you want a theology of glory, it can only be found in the theology of the cross.  And indeed, we are to glory in nothing else but the cross of our Lord J
esus Christ, for which we have been crucified to this world, and this world to us.  
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