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Current Imminent Terrorist Threat - posted by wallbuilder, on: 2007/8/15 17:11

| would have posted the link to this article, but you have to be a member to access it. After reading this, | will be thinking
about a plan of preparation-even if this one doesn't happen, another one will, it's inevitable. This article is dated 8/15/07.

Personal Contingency Plans: More than an Ounce of Prevention
By Fred Burton and Scott Stewart

U.S. counterterrorism sources remain concerned that an attack against the U.S. homeland will occur within the next two
to three weeks. This is not surprising, considering that the drums have been beating loudly in Washington this summer a
bout a potential attack -- first from Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff and then in the form of a National Intell
igence Estimate. More recently, several other reports have appeared concerning an impending attack, including an alert
over the weekend in New York triggered by an alleged dirty bomb plot.

One of the reasons for the heightened concern is that most everyone, including Stratfor, is surprised that no major jihadi
st attack has occurred on U.S. soil since 9/11. Many plots have been disrupted, and it is only a matter of time before one
of them succeeds. Simply put, attacks are not difficult to conduct and the government cannot stop them all.

Stratfor's assessment of the jihadist threat to the U.S. homeland is that al Qaeda and jihadists retain the ability to conduc
t tactical strikes against the United States, but lack the ability to pose a strategic threat. While this may be reassuring on

one level, people can and will be killed in a tactical strike. The fact that an attack is not strategically significant will provid
e no immediate solace to those near the carnage and confusion of a tactical attack. Additionally, as we saw in Hurricane
Katrina or the recent bridge collapse in Minneapolis, other disasters also can lead to chaos and disruption.

Given the current threat environment, this is an opportune time to examine again ways to avoid -- or at least mitigate -- t
he impact of that chaos and panic. The set of tools designed to do that is called personal contingency planning.

Chaos and Disruption

When disaster strikes, as in a terrorist attack, a number of things happen quickly and simultaneously. Often, panic erupt
s while people attempt to flee the scene of the attack. At the same time, police, fire and emergency medical units all atte
mpt to respond to the scene, so there can be terrible traffic and pedestrian crowd-control problems. This effect can be m
agnified by smoke and fire, which can occlude vision, affect breathing and increase panic. Indeed, many of the injuries p
roduced by terrorist bombings are not a direct result of the blast or even shrapnel, but of smoke inhalation and trampling.

In many instances, an attack or natural disaster will damage electrical lines, or else the electricity will be cut off as a prec
autionary measure. Elevators also could be reserved for firefighters. This means people are trapped in subway tunnels o
r in high-rise buildings, and might be forced to escape through the smoke-filled tunnels or stairwells. Depending on the in
cident, bridges, tunnels, subway lines and airports can be closed, or merely jammed to a standstill. This gridlock effect m
ight be multiplied if the power is out to traffic signals.

In the midst of this confusion and panic, telephone and cell phone usage soars. Even if the main trunk lines and cell tow
ers are not damaged or otherwise affected by the loss of electricity, this huge spike in activity quickly overloads the exch
anges and cell networks. This means the ripples of chaos and disruption roll outward from the scene as people outside t
he immediate vicinity of the attack zone hear about the attack via the media and wonder what has become of loved ones
who were near the site of the attack.

The Importance of Planning

Those in the vicinity of an attack have the best chance of escaping and reconnecting with loved ones if they have a pers
onal contingency plan. Though such planning is critically important for people who live and work in close proximity to kno
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wn terrorist targets such as Manhattan, Washington and Los Angeles, the recent bridge collapse in Minneapolis has de
monstrated that such planning is important for people in other parts of the country as well. Sudden disasters, such as tor
nados, earthquakes, school shootings or the derailment of train cars carrying chlorine, can strike anywhere.

Emergency plans are vital not only for corporations and schools, but also for families and individuals. Such plans should
be in place for each regular location -- home, work and school -- that an individual frequents, and should cover what that
person will do and where he or she will go should an evacuation be necessary. This means establishing meeting points f
or family members who might be split up -- and backup points in case the first or second point also is affected by the dis
aster.

The lack of ability to communicate with loved ones because of circuit overload or other phone service problems can grea
tly enhance the sense of panic during a crisis. Perhaps the most value derived from having personal and family continge
ncy plans is a reduction in the amount of stress that results from not being able to immediately contact a loved one. Kno
wing that everyone is following the plan frees each person to concentrate on the more pressing issue of evacuation. Add
itionally, someone who waits until he or she has contacted all loved ones before evacuating might not make it out.

It also is important to have a communication plan, which should include the contact information for the pre-chosen rallyin
g site, as well as an alternate communications hub outside of the area. It might be difficult to communicate from Point A t
o Point B, but both A and B might be able to get through to a person at Point C. Alternative means of communication als
o should be included in the communications plan. If the phone lines and cell phones are clogged, many times text mess

ages can still get through and Internet connections will work to send e-mail. The communications plan also will be helpfu
I in case one member of the family is unable to evacuate immediately or finds it unwise to evacuate at all. In that case, h
e or she will know where the rest of the family is going and how to contact them once communications are restored.

Planning also is important because, when confronted with a dire emergency situation, many people simply do not know
what to do. Not having determined their options in advance -- and in shock over the events of the day -- they are unable
to think clearly enough to establish a logical plan, and instead wander aimlessly around. Having an established plan in pl
ace gives even a person who is in shock or denial and unable to think clearly a framework to lean on and a path to follo
w.

If You Must Evacuate

One of the keys to surviving a catastrophe is situational awareness. This means recognizing the threat at an early stage
-- and taking measures to avoid it. Another element of situational awareness is to know where to go when an unforeseen
disaster strikes. For example, if an improvised explosive device (IED) were to detonate in a subway car ahead of the car
you are in, would you know how to get out of your car and in which direction to travel to get to safety? If your office buildi
ng is hit by an IED or catches fire, do you know where the fire exits are located and where they lead? Could one fire exit
take you out of the frying pan and into the fire? Situational awareness also involves knowing how to react. If a subway tu
nnel is filling with smoke, you must have the situational awareness to keep low in order to avoid being overcome.

In some cases, evacuation might not be the best idea. If there is no immediate threat to you at your current location, you
could run a larger risk of being injured by joining the crowd of panicked people on the street. In some cases, it might be

safest to just stay in place and wait for order to return -- especially if you are in a location where you have emergency st
ocks of food and water.

If you work in a high-rise building, frequently travel or take a subway, there are a couple of pieces of equipment that can

assist you in case the need to evacuate arises. One of these is a smoke hood, a protective device that fits over the head
and provides protection from smoke inhalation. Smoke hoods are relatively inexpensive devices that can be carried in a

briefcase or purse and quickly donned in case of emergency. They will usually provide around 20-30 minutes of breathin
g time -- which could quite literally mean the difference between life and death in a smoke-filled hallway, stairway or sub

way tunnel. The second piece of equipment is a flashlight small enough to fit in a pocket, purse or briefcase. Such a light
could prove to be invaluable in a crisis situation at night or when the power goes out in a large building or subway. Some
of the small aluminum flashlights also can serve as a handy self-defense weapon.

If you live in an area likely to be hit by such an attack, it also might be prudent to prepare a small "fly-away" kit containin
g clothes, water, a first-aid kit, nutritional bars, medications and toiletry items for you and your family. It also is a good id
ea to include a battery-powered radio and other useful items, such as multi-tool knives and duct tape. The kit should be
kept in convenient place, ready to grab on the way out. Even if it is impractical to keep all these items in constant readin
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ess, keeping most of them together and using a prepared list to collect the other items quickly can help get you out the d
oor in seconds. Maintaining important papers, such as vehicle titles, deeds, licenses, birth certificates, passports and cre
dit card information, in a central file allows you to grab that file quickly and take it with you.

The Need for Flexibility

It is important to listen to authorities in the case of an emergency, though you cannot rely on the government to take car
e of you in every situation because the resources simply are not there to do so. You must have plans ready to take care
of yourself and your family.

If you have pets, you will want to take them into consideration when you make your plans. Will Fluffy be taken to the eva
cuation site in the case of a dirty bomb attack, or not?

The emergency plan also must be fluid and flexible. It is important to recognize that even a good contingency plan can b
e worthless if protective measures taken by authorities during an emergency impede execution of the plan, or if the cata

strophe itself closes down a section of your route. For example, bridges and tunnels might be closed and streets blocked
off or jammed with traffic, meaning you might not be able to travel to safety or pick up family members or coworkers. Tho
se whose plan calls for a flight out of the city might be unable to get to the airport or helipad and, once there, find that air
traffic has been grounded, as happened after the 9/11 attacks. For these reasons, it is best to have several alternate con
tingency plans that account for multiple scenarios and include various evacuation routes. Once the emergency is annou

nced, it likely is too late to start devising a plan.

Plans must be reviewed periodically. A plan made following 9/11 might no longer be valid. Bridges and roads you includ
ed might now be closed for construction. If Uncle Al's place in West Virginia is your planned communications hub, then t
hat needs to change when he moves to Texas.

Your equipment also should be checked periodically to ensure it is functional. Have you checked the batteries in your fla
shlight? Has your smoke hood become battered from being carried around for too many years? Have the power bars in
your fly-away kit become fossilized?

Finally, while having a contingency plan on paper is better than having nothing, those that are tested in the real world ar

e far superior. Running through an evacuation plan (especially during a high-traffic time such as rush hour) will help to id
entify weaknesses that will not appear on paper. It also will help to ensure that all those involved know what they are sup
posed to do and where they are supposed to go. A plan is of limited use if half of the people it is designed for do not und
erstand their respective roles and responsibilities.

No plan is perfect, and chances are you will have to "shift on the fly" and change your plan in the event of an actual eme
rgency. However, having a plan -- and being prepared -- will allow you to be more focused and less panicked and confus
ed than those who have left their fate to chance. In life and death situations, an ounce of prevention is a good thing.

Copyright 2007 Strategic Forecasting Inc. All rights reserved.

Re: Current Imminent Terrorist Threat - posted by tjservant (), on: 2007/8/15 18:26

------------------------- No plan is perfect
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Re:, on: 2007/8/15 18:43

------------------------- No plan is perfect

It's often difficult to navigate the line between trusting the Lord and also making sensible provision.
Let's look to Him, rather than getting paranoid about what is to come.

Yet also let us be awake and aware

Blessings

Jeannette

Re: - posted by tjservant (), on: 2007/8/15 19:33

LittleGift wrote:

It's often difficult to navigate the line between trusting the Lord and also making sensible provision.
Let's look to Him, rather than getting paranoid about what is to come.

Yet also let us be awake and aware

Blessings

Jeannette

Amen. There is a balance. :-)

Re: Current Imminent Terrorist Threat, on: 2007/8/16 5:33
I'll employ Jesus' "Strategic Forecasting” right now...

"Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?
For after all these things do the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. T
ake therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day i

s the evil thereof." (MATT 6:31-34)

...and when it happens...

"In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and
he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot's wife. Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall |

ose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it." (LUKE 17:31-33)
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Re: - posted by wallbuilder, on: 2007/8/16 10:36

Obviously, no one can "plan" for a terrorist attack because no one knows exactly what would happen. But, the pointis t
o be aware of possible scenarios and have some kind of emergency plan for it, when it does happen.

Hospitals, public buildings, places you work, all have 'disaster' or emergency plans already in place-i.e.-fire drills...so you
know how to respond in the midst of chaos-for the purpose of saving lives. This is what | am talking about.

We all have families-then its wise to consider some of these things. It may not be about saving "your own life", but about
saving someone else's.

And yes, trust the Lord above all.

Re: - posted by iansmith (), on: 2007/8/16 10:57
Have you prayed for Osama Bin Ladin's salvation today?

Re: - posted by wallbuilder, on: 2007/8/16 11:18
iansmith-no | havn't today

Throughout the Old Testament, whenever God's people turned away from YHWH, and His covenant, an enemy rose up
against them and brought death and destruction. God warned them of this in Deuteronomy 28.

This also happened in the N.T. after the Jewish people rejected Christ. At the end of Jesus' ministry, he wept over the d
estruction of Jerusalem that was inevitable.

You can't abort 45 million babies in our nation and have no consequences before a holy God. The blood of the innocent
cries out to Him day and night.

So, yes, | do pray, almost every day for God's own people, us, me, to repent and return to the Lord in humility and fastin
g and prayer and obedience to His New Covenant. To me, this is the only deterrant for terrorist attacks.

Until there comes repentance on a huge scale in the church in this nation, | don't see things changing-there will inevitabl
y be more terrorist attacks, because we don't seem to be getting the messasge that God means what he says in his wor
d.

He actually does require obedience from his people-not because he's a dictator, but because he's worthy of it. He layed
down his life for us, the least we can do in return is love Him.

Re:, on: 2007/8/16 11:42

————————————————————————— I will be thinking about a plan of preparation-even if this one doesn't happen, another one will, it's inevitable.

| would suggest anyone who calls themself a believer to pray for and boldly speak out to the lost world around them whil
e their is time. Though this country and its evangelical church system are already handed over to strong delussion and
are reprobate in the sight of God, there are still those whom God will save in His mercy and be glorified through in times
of physical judgment.

In Christ - Jim
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Re:, on: 2007/8/16 16:59

iansmith wrote:
Have you prayed for Osama Bin Ladin's salvation today?

moe_mac wrote:

| don't suppose Osama's punishment, if he doesn't call out to God for mercy, and if is not saved before death, will be any
worse than all other who reject Jesus or would have been any worse than mine would have been if | had not called on th
e name of Jesus.

Do you think there is possible a chance, that Osama has crossed a line as some people cross, and the Spirit does not ¢

all them to Christ, as when God hardened Pharoh's heart. No one comes unless the Father draws them. | don't know wh
o those people are, nor do | think any of us do. Nothing is impossible with God. You know if Osama was in the past a US
allie against the soviet aggression. Oh how things change. | would be for Osama coming down out of the mountains and

saying he had asked the Lord to forgive him and HE was forgiven that he wanted to turn himself in.
Quote:

Re: - posted by iansmith (), on: 2007/8/16 17:03

We are commanded to pray for our enemies, and | suppose for that reason we shouldn't automatically assume God has
hardened anyone's heart.

Re:, on: 2007/8/16 17:29

iansmith wrote:
We are commanded to pray for our enemies, and | suppose for that reason we shouldn't automatically assume God has hardened anyone's heart.

moe_mac
Do you think there is possible a chance, that Osama has crossed a line as some people cross, and the Spirit does not ¢
all them to Christ, as when God hardened Pharoh's heart. No one comes unless the Father draws them. ?| don't know w
ho those people are, nor do | think any of us do. Nothing is impossible with God.

Are you you responding to me. Brother what part of this post did you miss?

| don't know who those people are, nor do | think any of us do. Nothing is impossible with God.

Re:, on: 2007/8/16 18:03

iansmith said
Quote:
————————————————————————— Have you prayed for Osama Bin Ladin's salvation today?

No. But | prayed for Bush's salvation some days ago.

Re: - posted by Compton (), on: 2007/8/16 18:09

------------------------- No. But | prayed for Bush's salvation some days ago.

How droll.
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