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Question about confession/restitution - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/10/15 22:41
One thing I notice about many of the revivalists on this site is that they place a special emphasis on restitution. Confessi
ng our sins and making restitution to someone we have wronged is necessary, say they, and failure to do so will hinder t
he "blessing", preventing us from being personally revived. And I know that to a large degree this is biblical. 

But my question is, how far do you have to go? Do you need to find as many people as you can remember that you hav
e wronged and ask for forgiveness (even for small things), or just those whom you need to make resitution for (restore w
hat was stolen)?  
At work, for example, I know I have done a couple things that are wrong, though nothing that would be considered a "gre
at" sin--like wasting time, and one time in particular I remember accidently making a scratch on one of the products we s
ell and trying to cover it up. 
My conscience has been bothering me about this lately. Today I read this passage from Scripture:

"For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us no
t, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandme
nts, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight." 
1John 3:20-22

I want to have a clear conscience and unwavering faith in the Lord, and I certainly don't want my prayers to be hindered.
The only problem is that I suffer from a "weak" conscience many times, tend to be obsesive and compulsive, and often f
all prey to condemnation.
I mean, on the one hand, I can see where maybe I'm being too obessive about this, but on the other I know that all sin is
great and equally abhorrent in the eyes of God. So I'm not sure what to do. Any thoughts/advice?? 

Re: Question about confession/restitution - posted by dohzman (), on: 2007/10/15 23:11
Prayerfully follow your heart and continuelly seek the Word of God in confirmation that you may hear the Every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord on any matter. Don't let the adversary tie you up with guilt or condemnation, when
you start to sense that the voice you're hearing is more of do this in repentance, but it seems to be filled with condemnati
on than it's more than likely the devil trying to place a burden on you and not the Spirit of Truth which brings liberty with c
onviction that leads to true repentance.

Re: - posted by TonyS (), on: 2007/10/15 23:24
I agree with dohzman, if you are in the Word and if you are in prayer God is well able to communicate His direction to yo
u in a very personal and sure way. 

And I believe also it is correct, some who call themselves Â“repentanceÂ” preachers have built an entire new doctrine fa
r beyond anything found in scripture. And what happens, the larger emphasis becomes what I do, rather in what Christ h
as already done. 

I will say perhaps it is even possible to open old wounds long since forgiven and healed because of a miss-placed idea o
f repentance and restitution.  In other words, I allegedly clear my conscience but I in the process damage anotherÂ’s?

Re: Question about confession/restitution, on: 2007/10/15 23:34
One of the lessons I'm hard-pressed to learn is that we're saved by faith but we overcome, in part, by grace.

Fact is, you and I have probably sinned thousands if not millions of times more than we can remember. Also, we someti
mes sin unconsciously, unaware that even a careless remark, laziness at work, etc, is sin as well. God's grace protects 
us from the past sins we can't recall and the present sins we can't identify - and even extends to the greater, willful sins 
we have committed as well as those we may commit in the future.

Grace allows us to examine our past mistakes and present misconceptions without beating ourselves down with guilt an
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d/or shame. Guilt, shame, and conviction, and repentance are not necessary the same experiences - though they someti
mes overlap. This is where the Devil gets us.

The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins by inwardly telling us we are indeed guilty of the crimes, He also reassures us that
our sentence (Death, Hell, and Judgment) is commuted via our faith in, and communion with, the only man ever to be fo
und "not guilty". We are innocent by association with Jesus Christ, our Defender Divine.

The Devil, as the diabolical prosecutor, lays guilt trips whenever we falter. Where Jesus frees, Satan tries to imprison. W
here Jesus forgives, Satan blames. His game is to make one feel so dirty, unworthy, and so painfully aware of their own 
unholiness and unworthiness that they are beyond salvation...

But, where was I?

As a personal testimony, I have a very sinful past. During my time of regeneration, penitence, and reformation, I went thr
ough my past memories of people I had hurt (particularily ex-girlfriends) and wondered whether or not I ought to try to re
-establish contact to make amends.

The question is, "am I contacting this person to quiet my own conscience, or for their good as well?"

Is contacting that girl who's heart I broke a good idea now that she's married with children? How would I feel if my wife g
ot a phonecall tonight from the ex-boyfriend who once hurt her?

So, I've decided that many past sins need to be left alone instead of reopening old wounds - just to clear my conscience.

There are other things, though, that I may have to make amends for - that can't potentially hurt anyone but me. 

I know through faith in the grace of our Lord Jesus I am a better man - not perfect by any means, and an infinity away fro
m many Christians I know. But I'm growing in grace, knowing I'm not perfect while I'm here on Earth (even though I must
strive to be perfect). But one day, He will finish the work He began...

edit (next day): upon further consideration I believe it's important to repent about anything and everything one has done 
wrong and to make restitution wherever one can do so without causing more harm.

Re: Question about confession/restitution - posted by jarona (), on: 2007/10/16 3:21
I would just like to say that you may want to think more and more or realize more and more that demons use the Word of
God as well. Just as Satan tempted Jesus; in this day and age the powers of darkness use Gods' Word to condemn us a
nd lead us into self-pity, condemnation, shame, guilt we shouldn't have, fears we shouldn't have, etc. So you might want 
to consider or ask God to give you discernment about what feelings may be coming from demonic oppression and what t
hings are coming from Holy Ghost conviction. Remember Satan is the "accuser of the brethren" not Jesus Christ. Jesus i
s the justifier, redeemer, restorer, God of grace and compassion, who pities His children, and who is quick to forgive tho
se whose hearts are turned towards Him. Don't let the devil make you think you have to be walking around all the time fe
eling sorry for yourself and condemning yourself and thinking about how terrible you have been, etc. That is not Gods' wi
ll for your life. Jesus Christ died to redeem us from the curse of the law, don't let the devil make you a legalist. It is somet
hing we may continue to struggle with, but Christ can bring light to our lives so that we are not walking in darkness and f
eeling so heavy and burdened down with the weight of our sins. Christ shed his blood, the sin issue has been taken care
of through the SUFFICIENT blood of Jesus that is sufficient enough to cleanse us from ALL sin. I felt God wanted me to 
make some restitutions and I went and confessed personally to a number of people, concerning things I stole. I don't beli
eve we have to try and dig up every single time we did something wrong and every little thing we have done wrong and 
confess it to someone. The "accuser" who accuses day and night, wants us to be full of guilt and condemnation and feel 
insecure like we have to do all these things to be free and do this thing or that thing. He is a liar, and the father of lies. S
eek Gods' wisdom and the truth of the freedom that is in Christ. Ask God to give you discernment as to what is the convi
ction of the Holy Spirit and what is just the accuser condemning you and robbing you from the freedom you should be ha
ving in Christ. In love, Jaron
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Re: - posted by death2self (), on: 2007/10/17 12:59
I would encourage you to allow the Holy Spirit to bring the conviction and tell you what to do.  Several years ago I had to
pay back a debt from 1990 to my brother.

I had no remembrance of what happened until it was quickened in my heart and then I very distinctly remembered it.  I s
ent the letter and my brother wrote back with a very emotional letter and he tore the check into little pieces.  I wept when
I read the letter.

The next time I saw him, he gave me a big hug, the only time that ever happened to me in my nearly 46 years.

It won't always work out this way but doing what the Holy Spirit asks you to do is always a good plan.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2007/10/17 14:50

Quote:
-------------------------It won't always work out this way but doing what the Holy Spirit asks you to do is always a good plan
-------------------------

Excellent advice!

One question: why would you not want to make restitution? This answer will reveal more to you about who and what you
really are. 

Think about that.

ginnyrose

Re: - posted by Isaiah64, on: 2007/10/17 21:09
Thank you all for your responses.

Quote:
-------------------------One question: why would you not want to make restitution?
-------------------------

My question wasn't so much as to whether or not you should make restitution, but how far do you need to go?  After rest
oring things that were stolen, do you need to then go to everyone that you can remember that you have at one point sinn
ed against without getting right(taken advantage of, lied to, lost your temper with, been a bad witness to, etc.), and confe
ss your sins to them? The "little" things. How far is too far, and how do you know if it's of God or of the devil (conviction v
s condemnation). 
That's what I've been struggling with. There are several intstances that I can think of in my own life, and right now I'm not
sure what I should do. I'm praying that the Lord will reveal the answer to me. 
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