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by T. Austin-Sparks

Chapter 1 - The Fact and Nature of the Heavenly Way

"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things make it manifest that they ar
e seeking after a country of their own. And if indeed they had been mindful of that country from which they went out, the
y would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not a
shamed of them, to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city" (Hebrews 11:13-16).

Some time before these messages were given, desiring to be quiet and away from many things, I went down into the co
untry with my heart very much to the Lord for His word. In the early hours of the morning it seemed as though the heave
ns opened and everything became alive: it all opened up wonderfully, and centred in one phrase - 'Pioneers of the Heav
enly Way'. That really does sum up the verses that we have just read, and, while we are going to think and perhaps say 
much about the heavenly way, it is this matter of pioneering the heavenly way that will be our main concern. It is necess
ary, to begin with, for us to consider to some extent the heavenly way itself, but I repeat that it is this whole tremendous 
business of pioneering that way that I believe to be the main concern of the Lord, and hence of ourselves, at this time.

THE EARTH RELATED TO HEAVEN

The Bible begins with the heavens: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" - not 'the earth and the he
avens'; the heavens come first. The Bible closes with the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heave
n (Rev. 21:2); and, just as heaven stands at the beginning and at the end, so everything in between, in the Word of God,
from the beginning to the end, is from heaven and to heaven. As it is in the natural realm, so it is in the spiritual. The hea
vens govern the earth and the earthly, and the earthly has to answer to the heavenly. It is the heavens, it is heaven, that 
is ultimate: everything has to be in the light of heaven, to answer to heaven, to come out from heaven. That is the sum of
the Word of God, the whole content of the Scriptures.

This world, this earth, is not unrelated and alone. However important it may be in the Divine scheme of things - and certa
inly it is an object of great heavenly concern; perhaps the greatest things in the universe have taken place on this earth: 
God has come here in flesh, has lived here, has given Himself for this world; the great drama of eternal counsels has to 
do with this earth - nevertheless it is not apart, alone, it is related to heaven, and all its significance is by reason of that r
elationship. It takes its significance and importance from being related to something greater than itself - to heaven.

The Bible teaches that God is located in heaven. "God is in heaven" (Eccles. 5:2): that is the declaration. It teaches that 
there is a system, an order, in heaven, which is the true one and which is the ultimate one. In the end, it will be the repro
duction of a heavenly order upon this earth which will be the consummation of all the counsels of God. Christ came dow
n from heaven and returned to heaven. The Christian, as a child of God, is born from heaven and has his life centred in 
heaven, and the life of the child of God will be consummated in heaven. The Church, that masterpiece of God, is of heav
enly origin, of heavenly calling, and of heavenly destiny. In all these things, and in many others, "the heavens do rule" (D
an. 4:26). This great factor of heaven governs everything.

CHILDREN OF GOD RELATED TO HEAVEN

As for ourselves, if we are children of God our whole education and history is related to heaven. That is one of the matte
rs we must follow out presently in greater detail; but let it be said, and let it at once be recognised, that our whole history 
and education as children of God is related to heaven - and by that I do not mean simply that we are going to heaven. W
e are related to the kingdom of the heavens, by birth, by sustenance and by eternal vocation. All our education, I have s
aid, is related to heaven. All that you and I have to learn is as to how it is done in heaven; as to what the Lord meant wh
en He said, "Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth" (Matt. 6:10) - a great comprehensive fragment covering all the 
education of the child of God, for that prayer begins with "Our Father who art in heaven". For as things are in heaven, so
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they must be here; but a whole lifetime of education, deep and drastic training, is involved in conformity to heaven.

The Bible of the Christians in New Testament times was the Old Testament. When we read in the New Testament, as w
e so often do, about the Scriptures - "that the Scriptures might be fulfilled", "as it is written in the Scriptures", and so on - 
it was the Old Testament that was referred to. The Old Testament was the only Scripture, the only Bible, of the first Chri
stians, the Christians of the first decades. They had not got our New Testament. For them the Old Testament was the Bi
ble, and it was continuously drawn upon, referred to, taken up and used in order to exemplify the spiritual experience of 
Christians. This letter to the Hebrews, from which we quoted at the outset, is just that. From beginning to end it is packe
d with the Old Testament; the Old Testament is being unceasingly used to illustrate and set forth the meaning of the spiri
tual life of the New Testament Christian.

A PILGRIMAGE RELATED TO HEAVEN

And what we find in the Old Testament is a pilgrimage, all the way through: a pilgrimage in relation to heaven. Let us ste
p right back to the beginning. You see, the Divine intention in creation was that such a harmony should obtain between h
eaven and earth that God could be here in this world in pleasure, in happiness, in rest, just as much as He could be in Hi
s heaven. He made it for His pleasure, He made it for Himself, He made it that He might come and go in perfect satisfact
ion and rest and joy. The first picture is of God being pleased to come to the world which He had created. He made it, it 
was His work, and we are told that when He had made it He entered into His rest. His rest was found in being here in Hi
s creation.

Ah, but since the tragedy of the fall, heaven and earth have lost their harmony; they are now at variance. This world is in
conflict with heaven. Everything here on this earth has been changed. So far as the world is concerned, God has no ple
asure in being in it or coming to it. His presence here is in testimony, not in fullness - in testimony that this is His rightful 
place, in testimony to the fact that "the earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof" (Ps. 24:1), in testimony that He made
it for His own pleasure. But God is here only in testimony, in token. He must have that testimony, but He is not now here 
in fullness. In a very real sense and in a very large degree, God is outside of this world, and there is conflict between he
aven and the world; and even while there is testimony here, that very testimony is here and not here. It is outside. The v
ery vessel of the testimony of God's presence is something that does not belong here. Here it has no dwelling; here it ha
s no city. It is 'in', but not 'of'. It is a stranger in this world. So it has been since the fall.

Now the whole history of Divinely apprehended instruments for that testimony, whether they be individual or whether the
y be corporate, is the history of spiritual pioneering in relation to heaven. Have you grasped that? Let me repeat it. The 
whole history of vessels Divinely chosen and apprehended for the testimony of God, whether they be individual or corpo
rate, is the history of pioneers breaking a way, cleaving a way through, doing something which was new so far as this w
orld was concerned, breaking fresh ground, making fresh discoveries in relation to heaven; pioneers of a heavenly realm
. How much history is gathered into a statement like that!

FOR PILGRIMS THE CENTRE OF GRAVITY IS IN HEAVEN

Let us look at one or two of the features of this pioneering vocation. First of all, those who are called from heaven, appre
hended by heaven, to serve the heavenly purpose, find that their centre of gravity has been inwardly and spiritually chan
ged and transferred from this world to heaven. Inside there is a deep-seated sense that we do not belong here, that this 
world is not our resting-place, that this is not our home and this is not our centre of gravity; we are not drawn to it inwardl
y. Within the spirit of the pioneer there is this sense of conflict with what is here, of being at variance with it and unable t
o accept it. I repeat: inwardly and spiritually, the centre of gravity has been transferred from this world to heaven. It is an 
inborn consciousness, and it is the first thing in this heavenly calling, the first effect, the first result of our calling from on 
high. We are going to come back to that again later on.

And we can test by this. Of course, it is true of the simplest child of God. The first consciousness of one born, truly born, 
from above, is that the centre of gravity has changed. Somehow or other, inwardly, we have moved from one world to an
other. Somehow or other, that to which we have hitherto been related by nature no longer holds us: it is no longer our w
orld. Put it how we will, that is the consciousness, and unless it is so there is something very doubtful about any professi
on of faith in the Lord Jesus. And this inborn sense of a new centre of gravity has to grow and grow and grow and make 
it more and more impossible for us to accept this world in any way. Again I say, it is a test of our spiritual progress, of ou
r pilgrimage and our advance in it. But that is elementary after all.

THE HEAVENLY REALM UNKNOWN TO US BY NATURE
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Again, that other realm, the consciousness of which has come into our hearts, the gravitation toward which has commen
ced in our spirits, is an entirely unknown world to us by nature. To nature it is another realm altogether - different, unfami
liar, unexplored. It does not matter how many have gone on before us, it does not matter how many there are who have 
started on this way and gone a long way in it: for every individual it is an altogether new world and it can only be known 
by experience. We may derive values from the experience of others, and thank God for all those values, but with all their
experiences they cannot get us one step further on that way. For us it is new, utterly new, and strange. We have to learn
everything about it from the beginning.

That makes pioneering - what pioneering always is - a lonely way. No one can hand down to us a heritage. We have to 
obtain our own in that world, strange and unknown as it is; demanding basically a new constitution according to that worl
d, with capacities that are not possessed by nature. No man by searching can find out God (Job 11:7); we have not the c
apacity. It must be born in us from heaven. We have got to make the discovery for ourselves of everything. We have to d
iscover God for ourselves, in every detail of His willing relationship to the human heart.

Light may come through testimony, light may come through the Scriptures, help may come through counsel, inspiration 
may come to us from those who have ploughed through and gone ahead, but in the last analysis we have got to posses
s our own spiritual plot in the heavenly country, subdue it, cultivate it and exploit it. You know that is true; that you are go
ing that way in the spiritual life. You are having to find out for yourself. Oh, how we long for somebody to be able to pick 
us up and put us through on the good of their experience! The Lord never allows that. If really and truly we are on the he
avenly road - if we have not just started and sat down or given up: if we are moving on the heavenly road, we are all pio
neers. There will be values in it which others will come into because we have pioneered, but there is a sense in which ev
ery one, no matter how far behind, has got to make discoveries for himself, and it is best so. Ultimately, there is nothing 
second-hand in the spiritual life.

PIONEERING FRAUGHT WITH COST AND CONFLICT

So we come to the third feature of this pioneering. All pioneering is fraught with great cost and suffering, and, this being 
a spiritual course or way, the cost of this pioneering is mainly inward.

Perplexity; yes, perplexity. I have been reading a translation of a message by our brother Watchman Nee. In it he says, i
n effect, 'There was a time when I had such a high idea of the Christian life that I thought for a Christian to be perplexed 
was all wrong; a Christian to be cast down - that is all wrong; a Christian to despair - that must be all wrong; what kind of
Christian is that? And when I read Paul saying he was perplexed and in distress and in despair it constituted a real probl
em for me, in the light of what I had taught myself a Christian ought to be; but I had to see there was nothing wrong with 
it, after all.' Yes: a Christian, and such a Christian as the Apostle Paul, perplexed, and cast down, and in despair. That is
the way of pioneers.

Perplexed. What does perplexity imply? It implies a need for capacity or comprehension in some realm in which at prese
nt there is none. There is a realm that is beyond you. It does not mean that you will always be perplexed in the same me
asure over the same thing. You will grow out of your perplexity on this matter, and you will understand; but there will be t
o the end perplexity, in some measure, simply because heaven is bigger than this world, vaster than this natural life, and
we have to grow and grow. Perplexity is the lot of pioneers.

Weakness. Brother Nee asks, 'A Christian in weakness and confessing to being weak? What kind of a Christian is that?' 
Paul speaks much about weakness, and about his own weakness - meaning, of course, that there is another kind of stre
ngth which is not our own, which has to be discovered; something that we do not know naturally. It is the way of pioneer
s: to come to a wisdom which is beyond us and which for the time being means perplexity; to a strength which is beyond
us and which for the time being means weakness in ourselves. We are learning, that is all. It is the way of the pioneer, b
ut it is costly. The cost is inward, like that, in so many ways.

But while it is inward, it is also outward. This letter to the Hebrews is just full of these two aspects of the pilgrimage. "The
se all... confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth" (Heb. 11:13). It was a spiritual journey, a transition
from the earthly to the heavenly, that the Apostle was writing about. There was an inward aspect. But there was the out
ward aspect for them, and it is the same for us. The whole trend of nature, if left to itself, is downward. Leave things to th
emselves, and down they go, in all nature. Is that not true? A beautiful garden will become a wild desolation, a riot and a
chaos, in no time, if you take the upward-ordering hand from it. And that is true of us in a spiritual way - gravitation earth
ward, always wanting to settle down, always wanting to end the conflict and the fight, always wanting to get out of the at
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mosphere of stress in the spiritual life. The whole history of the Church is one long story of this tendency to settle down 
on this earth and to become conformed to this world, to find acceptance and popularity here and to eliminate the elemen
t of conflict and of pilgrimage. That is the trend and the tendency of everything. Therefore outwardly, as well as inwardly,
the pioneering is a costly thing.

You are up against the trend of things religiously. See again this letter to the Hebrews. The trend was backward and do
wnward to the earth, to make of Christianity an earthly religious system, with all its externalities, its forms, its rites, its ritu
al, its vestments; something here to be seen and to answer to the senses. It was a great pull on these Christians; it mad
e a great appeal to their souls, to their natures, and the letter is written to say, 'Let us leave these things and go on'. We 
are pilgrims, we are strangers, it is the heavenly that matters - you recall that great paragraph about our coming to the h
eavenly Jerusalem (chapter 12:18-24).

But it is a costly and a suffering thing to come up against the religious system that has 'settled down' here. It is, I someti
mes feel, far more costly than coming up against the naked world itself. The religious system can be more ruthless and c
ruel and bitter; it can be actuated by all those mean things, contemptible things, prejudices and suspicions, that you will 
not even find in decent people in the world. It is costly to go on to the heavenlies, it is painful; but it is the way of the pion
eer, and it has to be settled that that is how it is. The phrase in this letter is, "Let us therefore go forth unto him without th
e camp" (Heb. 13:13) - and I leave you to decide what is the camp referred to there; it is not the world. "Unto him without
the camp" means ostracism, suspicion.

"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them and greeted them from afar" - is that not
the vision of the pioneer - always seeing and greeting from afar; hailing the day, though it might be beyond this life's little
day; greeting the day of realisation? - "and having confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For the
y that say such things make it manifest that they are seeking after a country of their own. And if indeed they had been mi
ndful of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better c
ountry, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed of them" - God is not ashamed of the people who are on the p
ilgrimage with Himself to His end; He calls them His own and He is "called their God" - and "he hath prepared for them a
city" (Hebrews 11:13-16).

That is a marvellous summary, when you come to think about it. "These all" - what a comprehensive "all"! And covering t
hem all, it says of them that they had seen something - and having seen they could never rest, to their last day and their 
last breath on this earth. They were still pilgrims, they could never rest, this was in them the call of the unseen. It is som
ething that must come into us from heaven in order to get us to heaven. Have you got it?

Well, as we shall see, that is the key to everything, it explains everything. It is the guarantee - oh, blessed be God for thi
s, would that more of the Lord's people knew it in greater power! - it is the guarantee that all that is in us of longing and o
f craving and of quest, born of the Spirit of God, is going to be realised.

Are you hungry? Are you longing? Are you dissatisfied? That is itself a prophecy of more to come. Are you contented? H
ave you settled down? Is your vision short and narrow? Can you just go on here? Can you accept things as they are? V
ery well, you will be left to it, you will not get very far. God calls Himself the God of those who are pilgrims. He is the God
of pilgrims, and, divesting ourselves of all the mentality of a literal pilgrimage - if you like, of a literal heaven, for I do not 
know where heaven is, but I know that there is a heavenly order of things and that I am being dealt with in relation theret
o every day of my life - let us leave out the literal side, and see the spiritual, which is so real; and let us ask the Lord to p
ut this spirit of pilgrimage in us mightily.

You will find as you go on that, whereas at one point in your spiritual life everything was so wonderful and so full that you
felt you had reached the end of everything, there will come a time when that will be as nothing, and you look back upon i
t as mere infancy. Things that you were able to read then and feed upon: you say, 'How was I able to find anything in thi
s at all?' Do not mistake me: there is nothing wrong with that, that is all right for people at that point - but you have gone 
on, you must have something more. We ought to be growing out of things all the time, going beyond. We ought to be pe
ople of the beyond. That is probably the meaning of the word 'Hebrew'. This letter is called the letter to the Hebrews, and
it speaks about pilgrims and strangers, and if the word 'Hebrew' means a person from beyond, well, we are people from 
beyond, our home and our gravitation is beyond. We are pilgrims here, pilgrims of the beyond.

May the Lord make this helpful, and on the one hand move us out of any lethargy or false contentedness, or undue longi
ng to reach an end here, and, on the other, keep our eyes and our hearts with those who have pioneered before, seeing 
and greeting, and, if needs be, dying, in faith.
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Re: Pioneers of the Heavenly Way - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2007/11/3 13:51
Chapter 2 - The Crisis as to the Earthly and the Heavenly

Reading: Numbers 13:1-3, 17-23, 27-33; 14:1-3.

We have been considering the fact and nature of the heavenly way. The Bible begins with the creation of the heavens a
nd the government of the heavens. It ends with the emergence from heaven of that which has been formed by heaven, a
ccording to heavenly principles: the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, fulfilling this word w
hich we have read in Hebrews 11:16 - "God hath prepared for them a city".

THE CLASH BETWEEN THE EARTHLY AND THE HEAVENLY

We remind ourselves here that a characteristic of the Old Testament at every stage is the clash and contrast of two worl
ds, of two orders: the heavenly and the earthly. All the way through the Old Testament we have this element - of heaven
challenging this world, and apprehending, in this world, that which it will take out and constitute according to its own, hea
venly, order and nature. It does not require a very profound knowledge of the Old Testament to confirm that. Your minds
run quickly over its story and you recognise that you are in the presence of a clash all the time, a conflict. It is this conflic
t between heaven and earth. Heaven is not satisfied with this world - very much to the contrary. Heaven is against what i
s here in this world; but heaven is seeking to take what it can out of this world to reconstitute according to its own standa
rds: and so, while you find the opposition of heaven, the challenge of heaven, you at the same time find heaven, right fro
m the beginning, as it were laying hold of people - a line of individuals and a nation - in order to detach them from the wo
rld, even while here in it, and by a deep process to make them a completely different type and kind of people from every
one else; apprehending them, in other words, for heavenly purposes.

The Old Testament men were pioneers of the heavenly way. We have already seen a little of what that involves, but it is 
upon that particular point that we want to focus all our emphasis just now. It is not only that there is a heavenly way whic
h is different - we know that, we know it in our hearts if we have been born from above, we are learning as we go on how
different the heavenly way is from every other way - but the focal point at this time is this: that there is such a thing as pi
oneering that heavenly way, being called into a relationship with heaven in order to cleave a way, to take possession, to 
make it possible for God's full meaning to be understood, interpreted; a ministry to others who shall follow on. We said e
arlier that there is a sense in which everyone born from above is a pioneer, because for every such one the way is a ne
w way, which they and they alone can follow: no one can do it for them; it is a new way for everyone. Our present occup
ation is with the vocational aspect of this.

There is no doubt about it that the majority of the Lord's children know little, very little, about the heavenly way. Organize
d Christianity has become very largely an earthly thing, with earthly standards and conceptions and resources: therefore
it has become spiritually very limited. In comparison with the heavens, this world is a very, very small thing. I mean that s
piritually as well as illustratively. The kingdom of the heavens is a vast thing, far greater than any conception of man. Go
d's thoughts are as the heavens are high above the earth in range, outbounding all earthly conceptions, and not until we 
get well away from this earth do we realise on the one hand how miserably small we are and on the other hand in what a
very much greater realm it is possible to move than that in which we do move - I mean spiritually. The great, great need 
of this time is that the people of God, the Church of God, should come into its true heavenly position, with its heavenly vi
sion and vocation.

Now there is a great deal in that statement, but it all means that someone, some people, have got to pioneer the way for 
the Church back again to the realm where it once was at the beginning, the realm which it has lost in succumbing to that
persistent tendency earthward. I say, a pioneering instrument is needed, and the way is a costly way.

Now let me repeat, the Old Testament men were pioneers of the heavenly way. That is what is explicitly stated by the wr
iter in this letter to the Hebrews, particularly in the passage which we have read. Heaven has its own standard and basis
, and earth cannot provide that. One of the great key-words of the Old Testament is 'sanctify', and sanctify means to sep
arate, make holy, consecrate, set apart, and in the main that is a spiritual and inward thing, dividing between heaven an
d earth. God has divided those two things, put them apart, and there is to be this putting apart in a spiritual way, inwardly
, also. So you find that these men of the Old Testament were men who were set apart in this sense: something was don
e right at the very centre of their being which separated them from this world and committed them to a course which was
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altogether different from and contrary to the course of this world; and if, under pressure, under strain, by deception inadv
ertently, consciously or unconsciously, they touched this earth, they were at once in confusion - they knew at once in the
ir inner being that they were out of the way, and the only thing was somehow to get back. You see that again and again. 
Heaven witnessed against their position; they were in trouble. Not until they got back could they go on. They were being 
ruled by another standard, but oh, how different was that standard, and how difficult to understand!

Consider Cain and Abel. From this world's standpoint, Cain's was a very worthy procedure. Looked at from the standpoi
nt of the religious man of this world, it is difficult to see what was wrong with Cain, or how much more right was Abel, or 
how absolutely right and absolutely wrong these two were. Yet how utterly right Abel was is shown by the issue. One got
through to heaven. That is the fact. He got through to God and he got through to heaven, and the other one had a close
d heaven and a rejecting God.

You say, What is the standard? Just the difference between heaven and earth, that is all. Heaven's basis and standard o
f access is altogether different from earth's - even religious earth's. The religious man may have the same God, worship 
the same God, bring his offering to the same God, and yet get no way to heaven, no way at all on the heavenly road. He
aven has its own basis and standards and provision, and earth can neither find nor provide that. It is different. That is the
fact that we are up against when it is a case of getting to heaven. I am not talking about geographical location, but about
getting through to God, finding an open way with heaven. You can only come on heaven's own provision, and that will e
ntirely and utterly upset all your own natural calculations. You have to find something that nature cannot provide. If you, l
ike Cain, reason this thing out according to religious reason, and come on that ground, you do not get anywhere. "By fait
h Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he had witness borne to him that he was rig
hteous, God bearing witness in respect of his gifts" (Heb. 11:4). Heaven attested.

I am not dealing with all the nature and detail of these things. I am pointing out a fact - that heaven's standards and judg
ments are altogether different, and they are going to throw us completely into confusion when we try to come, even in a r
eligious way, into heaven. Nicodemus may be the most perfect representation of the religious system, but he cannot get 
anywhere where heaven is concerned. Heaven makes its own provision for access, and you have to have heaven's prov
ision. You may ask a thousand Why's. There is the fact.

PIONEERS ARE LEADERS

Let us now turn to our reading from the book of Numbers. It is at the point of the sending over of the spies, and the focus
of the whole incident is upon two men: Joshua and Caleb. Now, mark you, all the twelve heads of fathers' houses - princ
es in Israel (a significant term), typically representative men - were called to be pioneers of the heavenly way. The princi
ple of their headship and princeliness was that they were to be pioneers. That is the pioneer principle. If you are a true pi
oneer, you are a leader, you are a prince in character. But only two of them justified their calling; only two of them beca
me what all the rest were supposed to be - pioneers. Very often it just works out like that. It is the minority, the very, very
clear minority, that does the work. The others have the name, but they are not doing it; the others have the official positi
on, but they are not doing it. The point is - where is it being done? Here it was Joshua and Caleb.

A LINK WITH THE PAST

Now let us spend some time in taking account of the significance of these two men, Joshua and Caleb. To begin with, w
e will look at them as a link with the past. The intention of God which was taken up by them harked back to His covenant
with Abraham, so that with Joshua and Caleb Abraham comes very much into evidence. You are at once compelled to l
ook back and take fresh stock of the significance of Abraham, as taken up by these two: because, you see, the point at 
which Joshua and Caleb came into view was a critical point, an hour of very great crisis. The whole question now is - Is 
God's purpose going to be realised in this people, or is it not? That is no small issue; a real crisis has arisen. And they ar
e the deciding factor.

There are three features of the place of Abraham as it comes in here.

A SPIRITUAL AND HEAVENLY SEED

First of all, there is the feature of a spiritual and heavenly seed. Do get that - a spiritual and a heavenly seed. We, today,
are in a position of very great advantage. We have now, through the Holy Spirit, the full significance of Abraham. We ha
ve our New Testament and all that the New Testament says about Abraham. We have the full revelation through the Ap
ostle Paul, and we are now able to see from our New Testament - we have not to go back to the Old Testament for all o
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ur knowledge - we can see now, with our New Testament in our hand, the full significance of Abraham; on this point we 
have much extra light.

A spiritual and heavenly seed. You see how that bears upon Joshua and Caleb, and how they take it up. But this other s
eed of Abraham is not spiritual and it is not heavenly. It has come down to earth. In these thirteenth and fourteenth chapt
ers of Numbers that we have read, the reactions of this people - how gross they are, how earthly, how lacking in spiritual
vision and life and aspiration! They are swayed entirely by the earthly - by the sight of the eyes, by things here, the diffic
ulties, the people, the mountains. For them there is no way. For Joshua and Caleb the mountains were a way, not a hind
rance. There was a heavenly way. But these others see nothing of that, they are earthly.

A heavenly and spiritual seed - that is the thought of God in Abraham made clear to us in the New Testament.

AN EXCLUSIVE SEED

But what more light have we got on this? That it was something exclusive. Paul argues that out in his letter to the Galatia
ns. "Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one"
(Gal. 3:16). It was exclusive. We will see in a minute where that led to; but note that this, so far as Abraham was concer
ned, was tied up inseparably and exclusively with Sarah. It was permissible in those times for a man to have more than 
one wife, but God was shutting this thing up to Sarah. Abraham, under stress and pressure, tried it along another line, b
y another means - with Hagar; but here was one of these points of which I was speaking a little earlier: a failure, a slip, a
mistake, a blunder, under trial, under pressure, under duress; getting off the heavenly line and rueing it - and history has
rued it to this day. He had to get back to Sarah. God has shut this thing up, it is an exclusive matter. Not Hagar, and not 
others, but this one.

SUPERNATURAL IN BIRTH AND MAINTENANCE

And this seed carries all the marks of the heavenly. It is supernatural in birth; impossible along the line of nature. That is 
Isaac: and Abraham was shut up to that, shut up to an intervention of heaven. This cannot have an existence, let alone 
a history, unless heaven sees to it. God was very particular about that. Sometimes God shows how particular He is abou
t the right thing by letting us see the awfulness of the wrong thing. God does not just let a wrong thing go; a mistake, a sl
ip, go as such. We are plagued sometimes to the end of our lives by a wrong step. God will keep that, so that we may se
e - No, the right way is an important way; it is not just an option. The heavenly is the way, and any alternative to that is n
ot just allowed to pass as though it did not matter. We discover that it does matter; and so it was here. Heaven must do t
his, or it will never be done, because it is in the heavenly way. What a lot we have to learn, and are learning, about that 
principle! It explains a great deal that is happening in our lives. God has us in hand.

THE PRINCIPLE OF DEATH AND RESURRECTION

Yes, but not only was Isaac a heavenly product by the intervention of heaven, by a miracle, but you see God is going to 
press that right through to the ultimate in demanding the offering of Isaac as a sacrifice. Isaac was born by a miracle, by 
the intervention of heaven, but something still further had to be done: he had to die and be raised from the dead. This mi
ghty thing of God must come in and ratify that. What Paul says in Romans 1:4, "declared to be the Son of God with pow
er, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection of the dead", could well be rendered 'ratified the Son of God... b
y resurrection'; and that is Isaac, ratified heavenly.

That has very much of our own spiritual history in it. We have not only been born again by a miracle and heaven's interv
ention; this has been ratified all the way along. God is demanding the maintenance of that by resurrection life, and resurr
ection life has no meaning unless we know something of death. God is keeping us on heavenly ground. That is the mea
ning of Isaac: not only putting us on heavenly ground, but keeping us on heavenly ground by constant expressions of re
surrection, when only resurrection will save the situation.

After all, no matter what it was at the beginning of our Christian life - that we had a wonderful experience of conversion a
nd can put down in a notebook when it happened and where - that may be good, but it has to be ratified continually by th
e expression of resurrection. We have got to be kept on that ground. And that is the pioneer way. The way of pioneering 
the heavenly way is knowing again and again the meaning of death and its direness, in order to know the meaning of res
urrection and its greatness. It is the pioneer way. The Church has gone that way; many a revelation of God has gone tha
t way; many a child of God has gone that way - in order to keep the heavenly way alive and stop this 'dry-rot' of earthline
ss which is always seeking to sap the Christian life. We know how true that is.
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Abraham came to know that his real inheritance was in heaven. I always think it is a very wonderful thing, this aspect of 
Abraham's life and experience, under the hand of God: that no doubt when he first set out, at the command of God, he i
nterpreted those promises in a very earthly and limited way. No doubt to begin with his expectation was that they would 
be fulfilled and realised in this way and in that; but the longer he lived the more he became aware that it was not this wa
y or that, it was something more than he had thought when he started, something very much more and very much other.
He went on, and he is one of those here included in this word - "These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them and greeted them from afar.... But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly". When Go
d said, 'I will bring you to a country' (Gen. 12:1), Abraham in the first place thought that that was earthly; in the end he sa
w it was not. He came to see, to have perception: for the Lord Jesus said, "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; 
and he saw it, and was glad" (John 8:56). "Having seen them and greeted them from afar". And so Paul brings us back h
ere, in his letter to the Galatians - "to thy seed, which is Christ". "He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, A
nd to thy seed, which is Christ" (Gal. 3:16). Christ was the answer to everything of inheritance for Abraham.

But Christ, the heavenly Christ, is the very embodiment of all that is heavenly. We know not Christ after the flesh. Christ i
s essentially heavenly. You see the heavenly nature of this seed. You can crowd all that into Joshua and Caleb. Who wil
l be the people that will inherit, go over and possess? Not this earthbound, earth-minded crowd. They will perish in their 
earth, their earth will be their prison and their tomb. They will be replaced by another generation with a different constituti
on - represented by Joshua and Caleb, the first of a new generation - who will possess. They are the pioneers of the hea
venly way and the heavenly fulness. But how deeply they had to suffer for it. "All the congregation bade stone them with 
stones" (Num. 14:10). Pioneering is always a way of suffering and cost, even amongst - not the worldlings - but those w
ho go by the name of the people of God.

Well, the pioneer of the heavenly way will always be like this: heavenly as a seed, and constantly ratified as heavenly by
the necessity for repeated interventions of heaven to extricate, to deliver, to keep going. It is true to the spiritual life. We 
would not have gone on more than a little way, we would have stopped, it would have been again and again the end of u
s, if heaven had not intervened, if it had not been that God had ratified the fact that we belong to heaven. And He is doin
g it.

Well, all this is so clearly seen to be fulfilled in Christ, this Heavenly Seed. His birth was by heaven's intervention, a mira
cle. At His baptism heaven broke in again and ratified, "This is my beloved Son". His Cross? - that does not look very mu
ch like an intervention of heaven. But wait a minute: do not forget that the New Testament never talks about the Cross of
Christ on the death side alone. In the New Testament the Cross has twin sides - death, resurrection. "Ye by the hand of l
awless men did crucify and slay: whom God raised up" (Acts 2:23-24). The world has done all that it can do, has exhaus
ted itself upon Him. The powers of evil have exhausted themselves. What more can be done? Ah, now heaven comes in
and spoils it all and raises Him: ratifies that He belongs to heaven and not to this world. He is not the property, the playth
ing, either of this world or of the evil powers that govern this world. He belongs to heaven: and heaven intervenes, and n
ot only raises Him, but takes Him up and out and sets Him over.

His spiritual history is the spiritual history of the pioneer of the heavenly way. He is the Pioneer. "Within the veil; whither 
as a forerunner Jesus entered for us" (Heb. 6:19-20), says this letter to the Hebrews.

A LINK BETWEEN FAILURE AND REALISATION

One other thing with which to close this present phase as to the backward aspect of Joshua and Caleb to Abraham. The
y, like Abraham and all the pioneers, were a link between failure and realisation. You look at the world at the time when "
the God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham" (Acts 7:2) in Ur of the Chaldees. You look at the world and you look
for that which is of heaven, and where will you find it? Where is all God's thought for something heavenly? It seems that 
once more it has disappeared. There seems to be no testimony at all to this heavenly thought of God - a heavenly peopl
e, a heavenly testimony, something that represents and expresses heaven's thought. Where is it? "The God of glory app
eared unto our father Abraham", and he became the link between the failure and the realisation.

Joshua and Caleb took that up. Here is the story of the failure in the wilderness. But for them, where is the heavenliness
? But for them, where is God's thought? Yet God has not given it up. It may seem to have well-nigh disappeared; it has b
een like that again and again. But heaven intervenes, and secures a link between the failure and heaven's triumph. That 
link is the pioneer. The Lord must have an instrument like that to set over against the failure and to open the heavenly w
ay again to realisation.
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You are probably wondering, 'What has this to do with me?' You are saying, 'Yes, these are all wonderful ideas: it is quit
e true, it is quite clear that it is true in the Bible: but how does it affect us?' Well, it just does. One does not like dwelling i
n a critical way upon a situation, and whatever is said in this direction always leaves room for something very precious of
the Lord still in the earth. It is to speak quite broadly. We will put it this way. The great need of Christians today is to be r
ecovered for the full heavenly thought of God. They have settled down to something less. They have become involved in
something less and largely other. It has always been like that. The New Testament was written almost entirely because 
of it. The Lord's people are always at least in peril of doing that - at least in peril. They do gravitate spiritually toward this 
world and lose their heavenly testimony in one way or another. The pressure is always there to bring down, and the Lord
needs lives that have seen - that have become like those of whom we were thinking in our last meditation, for whom the 
centre of gravity of life has been transferred from this world to heaven, within whom there is this sense - whether they ca
n interpret it or not, whether they can put it into a system of truth, doctrine, Bible teaching, or not - there is this sense that
they are in the line of some great destiny which is beyond what this world can provide, that they have been gripped by s
omething that they can only say is the heavenly calling, which has held them. I am going to say more about that later on;
but the Lord needs a people like that, who just cannot be satisfied with things as they are: it is not just a matter of the mi
nd, of the reason at all. It is inside of them; they know that God has done something. Because God has done something,
they are committed to something far greater than the poor limits of this life and this world. They have been inwardly linke
d on with something tremendous. I say again, they may not be able to preach it, but they know it. We shall never be usef
ul to God beyond our vision, our true God-inwrought vision, beyond our own reach of heart. Our measure of vision will d
etermine the measure of our usefulness. Oh, for the immeasurable measure of heaven in the heart of a people! That is t
he need today.

Let me close by saying again that, while that is the heavenly calling of which the Apostle speaks so much, it is the most 
difficult way - it is fraught with every kind of difficulty; but it is the real, it is the true, and it is the ultimate, for heaven is a 
nature, a power, a life, an order, which is destined to fill this world and this universe.
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