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This article was published in the form of a small booklet after God brought revival to the church my father was pastoring
back in 1985.  In light of the coming revival conference in Greenock, he wanted it to be shared on SI.

____________

Revival or Ruin

A true story of revival coming to a small Baptist Church in northwestern Nebraska

Donald P. Courville

Â“Out of 21 civilizations that have perished in history, 20 have perished, not from outward enemy overthrow, but from in
ward moral decay.Â”
 Â–A noted historian

It really all began around the last part of 1984, when a pastor friend from White Clay, Nebraska went to a revival crusade
under the Sutera Twins Ministry in Arizona.  While they were there God deeply touched their lives with revival.

When they got back they wanted to meet with my wife and me to pray for revival.  As we met together and they shared 
what God had done in their lives I knew that was what I wanted also.  As they shared how God was humbling and breaki
ng them and cleansing them it struck a need in my own heart.  Even though I could preach and witness there was still a f
eeling of pressure.  A pressure that is like a water faucet with water coming out but feeling that there is more to be had if
only the valve was opened up more.

As we prayed plans began to fall into place.  First was the inviting of John Musser to come and minister in our churches. 
John arrived on April 5th in our area and began his ministry at White Clay, Nebraska.  God had already begun to work b
efore John came, but when the preaching started the revival fires began to spread.  After eight days of revival at Extensi
on Community Chapel with great blessing, Evangelist John Musser moved to Gordon Baptist Church, Gordon, Nebraska
and preached his first message on April 17th, a Wednesday evening.  What happened during the next eighteen days is 
described in one word, Â“RevivalÂ”.  Because of GodÂ’s unusual working in so many ways many have wanted a written 
record of what God did, especially the evangelist.  This is a record of some of what happened.  The title Â“Revival or Rui
nÂ” was chosen because of the evangelistÂ’s frequent use of the term and also its vivid truth concerning our churches in
America.  If we are not living in a revival atmosphere then we are on the way to ruin.  Revival is the normal atmosphere 
of a church, anything less is death.  I just read this morning a good description of revival by Vance Havner.  He said Â“W
e hear much about revival these days, but the heart of revival is the Lordship of Christ.  A mere emotional upheaval, a s
purt of religious excitement, is not revival.  When Christians become convicted of rebellion against the rule of Christ in th
eir lives, confess their sins, renounce self, take the cross and let Jesus have the first and last word in everything, that is r
evival by whatever name you call it.Â”  This pretty well describes what happened in the lives of many people during the 
eighteen days of revival at the Gordon Baptist Church.

Evangelist John Musser began his first message on April 17, 1985, speaking on Â“The Holy Spirit and RevivalÂ”.  The s
pirit of the Lord was working during that first evening for there were many decisions including three for salvation.  But as 
we learned, and you will too if you want revival, there will be opposition to the Holy SpiritÂ’s working.  Paul said in 1 Cor.
16:9 Â“For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.Â”  Just before the evening m
essage, John received a phone call about his brother being severely beaten in the face by someone with a baseball bat. 
Satan uses things like this to try to shake us up and weaken our faith.  Before and during the Revival meetings Pastor W
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es Labrie from White Clay, Nebraska had many abnormal things happen to him and his family.  We also had these happ
enings.  For weeks before the meetings began we had so much company there was hardly any time for prayer.  Paul sai
d, Â“For though we walking the flesh, we do not war after the flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalted itse
lf against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.Â” II Cor. 10:3-5.  S
o if a warning could be given it would be to recognize the distractions and deviations of the enemy.  These things may b
e necessary and normal but become barriers to block that which is important, especially prayer.

On Sunday, April 21st our meetings officially began even though the Holy Spirit had already started the Wednesday befo
re.  People began to respond to the promptings of GodÂ’s spirit.  Many decisions were made from the start for salvation 
and all through the meetings.  One of the unusual things was that usually after revival comes to a church evangelism foll
ows, but we saw people getting saved from the beginning.  As a matter of fact some even came so they could be saved.
 One evening a young lady who came to be saved immediately stood to her feet when the invitation was given.  I told Jo
hn that all he needed to do that evening was give an invitation.  Oh what joy there was when those who accepted Christ 
came up from the prayer rooms and immediately confessed Christ as Saviour.  One young man in our church was shock
ed when his friend confessed that he had just received Christ.  He said, Â“I thought he was already a Christian, I wonder
how many more of my friends are like him?Â”  This is a powerful message to us.  Since that night he has brought many t
o church and after the meetings he was bringing in teens to the youth meeting.  Like Andrew, we must bring men to Jes
us.

By Tuesday, April 22nd, the Holy Spirit was moving.  Many were dealing with bitterness and other sins that had lain in so
me dark corner of their heart.  They were responding immediately to the invitation and going to the prayer rooms.  Some
were making restitutions to others for personal sins committed.  There was confessing of faults one to another and prayi
ng one for another.  As the song says Â“Nothing between my soul and the SaviourÂ”.  Many were expressing the fullnes
s of the Spirit in their lives as they had never known before.  As confessions were made cleansing came.  Prov. 28:13 sa
ys Â“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.Â”  This joy
was very evident in their lives and faces and in their testimonies.  Oh what a time of blessing!  It might be good to stop h
ere and say that not everyone got in on the revival.  Some only came to a couple of the twenty services we had.  Some 
never knew anything happened because they never came at all.  Some even came to several meetings but still never ful
ly yielded their all to Christ.  So revival ends up being a very personal thing just like salvation.  Someone said Â“Revival i
s GodÂ’s finger pointing at meÂ” as the old spiritual song says, Â“ItÂ’s me Oh Lord, standing in the need of prayerÂ”.  It
Â’s me in need but the flesh likes to say, Â“I know IÂ’m not perfect but look at so and so.  If they would change their act t
hen things wouldnÂ’t be so bad in the church.Â”  This is pride.  ItÂ’s sin when we refuse to deal with our own bad attitud
e.  We develop bitterness, we grieve and quench the Spirit, we dishonor Christ, weaken the church and if we fail to repe
nt we are the cause of the ruin of the church.  This is why we say itÂ’s Â“Revival or Ruin.Â”

As the revival broke out there was also a breaking out of dozens of things needing to be done.  There was a big demand
for tapes of the messages.  After a few days of trying to make tapes I found myself busy with Â‘other thingsÂ’ to the poin
t of not having enough time for prayer and service to the evangelist.  After recognizing this area and committing it to the 
Lord the pressure was relieved.  There was a sweet closeness of the Spirit, but also the Holy Spirit was sensitive to the 
slightest sin that was produced in the flesh.  We had to watch the services and our own hearts constantly.  If someone w
ould sing in the revival meetings, and their own hearts had not been revived it would be very obvious to those who God 
had already touched.  The meetings were greatly affected by other believers coming down from the White Clay area, so
me thirty six miles away.  Many drove hundreds of miles during the meetings.  God provided for needs in unusual ways. 
On April 24th God provided a hot water heater for the baptistry so we could have warm water for the two baptism service
s we had.  God used one man to hook up the heater in a short amount of time.  Folks began to volunteer for jobs to do o
r to just come to the church and do things that needed done.  Someone volunteered to help out with the secretary work f
or the many needs in that area.  Amid all the thing s needing to be done there was a constant need, even a craving by m
e for prayer.  I would snatch moments whenever I could for prayer.  The pace was so fast that I might go through a whol
e day without eating or even thinking about eating.  But during all the activity God was probing even deeper into my own 
heart, exposing things that I was not consciously aware of.

April 25th John spoke on Â“Victory in the Christian LifeÂ”, the message God used to break me down.  For days God was
dealing with me about these hidden areas.  At first I thought the evangelist was just speaking on the things we had talke
d over together.  It seemed like every word he said was meant just for me.  At the invitation I immediately dropped to my 
knees on the front row and let God answer the prayer of my heart that I had been praying for months.  Lord, send a reviv
al into my life and be thorough with me.  Oh, what a cleansing the Spirit of God brought into my heart as I confessed bitt
er feelings and wrong attitudes.  How hard it is to confess a sin even though you feel that your part was only 5 or 10% wr
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ong.  When we constantly focus on otherÂ’s faults its only evidence that we are trying to cover up and justify our own.  It 
was a week after the revival services that God revealed to me that all those things in the messages that John was using 
for illustrations about me, were in reality conviction in my own heart by the Holy Spirit.  IsnÂ’t it strange that when we thi
nk the preacher is talking about us, how we are slow to see that itÂ’s not that at all but the voice of God saying, repent y
ou sinner.  Oh, how we hate to face our sin.  But oh, how good cleansing feels when we do.  One of the things that was 
of significance was how God touched the lives of the missionaries in this area, and the lives of some preachers.  Many d
rove down from South Dakota to attend the meetings.  Oh, I think it is true that if his people (preachers and missionaries 
especially) will humble themselves and pray, and seek his face, and turn from their wicked ways; then he will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sins, and will heal their land.  Humility is a key ingredient in revival.  Without it we donÂ’t tru
ly repent and turn from our proud ways.  John said many times that if the preachers will be broken then revival will follow
.

God opened up some special times for ministry among the fundamental pastors and missionaries of this area.  There we
re some times of special sharing of GodÂ’s tender love to us.  Because of the heavy demonism in this area many had be
en under oppression from the enemy.  The revival brought a lifting of this oppression and a new refreshing from the pres
ence of the Lord.

On the Sunday of April 28th Â– we were awakened at 5:30 in the morning by a young girl banging on the door.  When I 
opened the door she ran in and around the house like she was on drugs.  After an hour of talking with her the police took
her back home.  What was this?  We are convinced that it was a demonic attack.  We tried to talk with the girl but couldn
Â’t get her to make sense.  She would say Â“I know youÂ” and I would say, Â“But I donÂ’t know you, how do you know 
me?Â”  She would say, Â“I know you, IÂ’m afraid of you, stay away from me.Â”  I asked her if she knew Jesus and she r
eplied that she Â“knew about Jesus.Â”  When asked if she had received Jesus as her Saviour she would just start mum
bling incoherently.  She kept mentioning her fear of me even though we had never met.  The Word says Â“Greater is He
that is in you, than he that is in the world.Â”

Sunday was a tremendous day in the meetings.  The Friday night before, we had packed the building back to the front d
oor.  And Sunday night it was full again.  After the service we had a great testimony time with the baptism of several folk
s.

By now we are sensing that the Lord would have us move into the community.  Already dozens of decisions had been m
ade.  People were coming from as far away as 90 miles, and folks were aware that things were happening at the Baptist 
Church.  After a service of two to two and a half hours people would remain for spiritual fellowship for sometimes as long
as an hour and a half.  But how to reach the community?  This was our question.  On Monday, April 29th we literally wen
t in circles trying to find the right place to hold meetings.  We had a couple of possibilities but they didnÂ’t fit our need.  
What we thought we needed was the city auditorium, but it wasnÂ’t available.  Our pressure was to find something for T
hursday and Friday nights and be able to get it put in the paper Tuesday.  By Tuesday morning the deadline came for th
e newspaper.  We finally completely committed the matter to God.  After we prayed, we visited the High School and we 
were offered the use of the High School gymnasium and cafeteria.  We had a pizza blast planned for the youth Friday ni
ght after the services the Lord provided all the pizza and pop and taught me a precious lesson in the process.  My perso
nal lesson was on trying to round up money for the pizza and pop that God had already spoke to someone about providi
ng.  I should have spent my time praying instead of going in circles.  The day before our first community service God op
ened up a door for hand out sheets to be done by a Christian printer in Chadron.  This was a real blessing.  By the time 
of the Thursday and Friday night meetings God had already opened up doors for John to speak in the High School and 
Grade School on his deliverance from drugs.  When the pamphlets went out the community was already aware of things
happening.

Both nightsÂ’ attendance was good with an extra big crowd Friday night.  God worked and there were many decisions fo
r Christ.  One unique thing was how we stayed up to 2:30 Saturday morning counseling with teens and sharing the claim
s of Christ in their lives.  I remember getting home at 4:00 in the morning and hearing the birds already beginning their m
orning songs.  God was working and nothing mattered but doing His will.  The Spirit was willing and the flesh must subm
it.

By now we are down to our last Sunday and last day of meetings.  ItÂ’s May 5th and eighteen days have passed.  This l
ast day was full of blessing and testimonies.  I gave a testimony in the morning service of how God had dealt with me ov
er the last couple of weeks.  Others had been sharing all along of God working in their lives.  In the evening service ther
e was one ladyÂ’s decision to quit working in a place that sold liquor.  Another of how God was opening up a door to wit
ness to a neighbor, another of how God had spoken to him months before to witness to a neighbor and he didnÂ’t, and t
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he man died.  Another shared on how she led a neighbor to Christ after ten years of GodÂ’s working and leading.  Even 
the last night souls were saved as God was convicting hearts.  Oh, to have Revival.  If we donÂ’t then its Ruin.  ItÂ’s Re
vival or Ruin.  Habakkuk cried out Â“O Lord, Revive thy work in the midst of the yearsÂ”.  Hab. 3:2B.  Well this is just a s
mall part of a large thing.  I could not put on paper the brokenness of hearts and the tears that were shed.  I could not pu
t down on paper the embracing of restored friends, the praises and Amens that came from joyful hearts.  Nor can I expre
ss the feeling of the Holy Spirit as He moved in hearts at the invitations and people fled to the prayer rooms to get their h
earts right.  God knows the sacrifices that many made to help the tremendous expenses of such a crusade as this in a s
mall church.  But Oh the rewards of revival are worth any price.  Revival is life.  My prayer to God was Â“Lord its revival 
or ____Â” I could think of nothing else.  We had to have it.  I knew that without it, it was Ruin.  Even to exist with a Â“Nor
malÂ” church program is ultimately Ruin.  But God sent revival as we prayed that he would.  Did He not say Â“Ask, and i
t shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.Â”?  

There were many lessons we learned that have not been shared here also.  You must always give all Glory to God.  Do
nÂ’t exalt man.  DonÂ’t exalt Satan by focusing too much or saying too much of his attacks.  HeÂ’s the defeated enemy. 
Focus on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Make much of the precious blood of the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.  Thank God often for the Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Praise God for the wonderful ministry of the Holy 
Spirit.  Learn to let the peace of God rule (be the umpire) in your hearts, Â“To the which also ye are called in one body; a
nd be ye thankful.Â” Col. 3:15.  Learn to spend much time in prayer and expect God to work, for Â“without faith it is impo
ssible to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently s
eek him.Â”  Hebrew 11:6

If you need revival in your life and in your church then start praying for it.  Start by confessing all sin and turning from it.  
Keep praying until God sends revival.

If you read this and have sensed that your life is empty, that God is not in your life, but you would like Him in, then consi
der this.  God wants to be in your life, to bring you into a meaningful relationship.  The Bible says, Â“For God so loved th
e world, that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life
.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  He that 
believeth on him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the
name of the only begotten Son of God.Â”  John 3:16-18.  ItÂ’s your sin that cuts you off from God.  

The Bible says in Romans 5:12 Â“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.Â”  And God says in Roman 3:23, Â“For all have sinned, and come short o
f the glory of GodÂ”.  Sin is our problem but Jesus Christ is the solution.  He is the answer for manÂ’s sin problem, for yo
ur sin problem.  The Bible says in Romans 6:23 Â“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.Â”  GodÂ’s love gift was to come down to this earth, take on a human body, go to Calvary and die 
on the cross as our substitute, and rise again the third day.  He could die in our place because He was sinless.  GodÂ’s j
ustice demanded that our sins be paid for.  Justice would be for me to go to hell and pay for my own sin.  But GodÂ’s Gr
ace was to pay for my sins Himself.  

ItÂ’s like the boy who stood before the judge who was his own father.  The boy was guilty and the judge was an honest 
man.  How could he be fair and still free his son?  He asked his wayward son if he was repentant for his sin.  The boy wit
h broken sobs confessed that he was.  The judge then pronounced that his sentence was $1000 fine or six months in jail
.  The boy was broke and totally helpless as he listened to the sentence.  Then as soon as the gavel came down, the jud
ge stood up, took off his robe, stepped down from his high position and went over the clerk and paid $1000.  He then tur
ned to his son and opened his arms to him.  The son immediately ran into his fatherÂ’s arms.  He was guilty but yet he w
as pardoned because the price for his crime was paid.  He became free when he accepted his fatherÂ’s love and repent
ed of his own waywardness.  This is the way GodÂ’s love is.  The question is Â– Are you willing to repent of your sin and
receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour?  

The Bible says in Acts 3:19, Â“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the LordÂ”.  The Bible also says in John 1:12, Â“But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His nameÂ”.  Receiving Jesus is r
epenting of your sinful life and inviting Him to come in.  Jesus Christ is GodÂ’s gift.  The Bible says in 1 John 5:11-13, Â“
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; an
d he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.Â”  Why not 
stop right now and confess to God your sins and invite Jesus Christ into your life?  Your prayer is the expression of your 
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faith.  After you do this you need to confess to others that Jesus Christ is your Saviour.  Roman 10:9 says, Â“That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, tho
u shalt be saved.Â”  You need to be baptized.  Acts 2:41 says, Â“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.Â”  A step of obedience and public identificat
ion with Christ and other believers is necessary for starting your new life with Christ right.  You need to join a Bible believ
ing church where you can grow spiritually and have fellowship.  Acts 2:42 says, Â“And they continued steadfastly in the 
ApostlesÂ’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.Â”  May God bless you as you obey Him.

Remember its Revival or Ruin.  The early church was born in revival and thrived inrevival.  Read the Book of Acts.  But 
when sin enters into the believerÂ’s lives the revival fires are quenched and ruin is on the way.  Does your church need r
evival?  Do you need revived?  Then start by following the suggestion of Dr. R. A. Torrey on: Â“A Sure Way to Have Rev
ival.Â”

A Sure Way to Have Revival

I can give a prescription that will bring a revival to any church or community or any city on earth.  The prescription is as f
ollows:
FIRST, let a few Christians (they need not be many) get thoroughly right with God themselves.  THIS IS THE PRIME ES
SENTIAL.  If this is not done, the rest that I am to say will come to nothing.
SECOND, let them bind themselves together in a prayer group to pray for a revival until God opens the heavens and co
mes down.
THIRD, let them put themselves at the disposal of God for Him to use as He sees fit in winning others to Christ.  That is 
all!

This is sure to bring revival to any church or community.  I have given this prescription around the world.  It has been tak
en by many churches and many communities, and in no instance has it ever failed; and IT CANNOT FAIL!

By Dr. R. A. Torrey

(Read II Chron. 7:14 and Jer. 33:3)
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Someone said Â“Revival is GodÂ’s finger pointing at meÂ” as the old spiritual song says, Â“ItÂ’s me Oh Lord, standing i
n the need of prayerÂ”. ItÂ’s me in need but the flesh likes to say, Â“I know IÂ’m not perfect but look at so and so. If they
would change their act then things wouldnÂ’t be so bad in the church.Â” This is pride. ItÂ’s sin when we refuse to deal wi
th our own bad attitude. We develop bitterness, we grieve and quench the Spirit, we dishonor Christ, weaken the church 
and if we fail to repent we are the cause of the ruin of the church. This is why we say itÂ’s Â“Revival or Ruin.Â”
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