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Why was Esau seemly Blessed whilst Israel had to go through 400 years of suffering! - posted by deltadom (), on: 2009/1/3 17:51
Ro 9:13 - Show Context
    As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated

This is one of many questions going round in my head. 

Israel in the bible is blessed in the womb

Ge 25:23 - Show Context
    And the Lord said to her: "Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One peopl
e shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger."

Issac must have not known about this blessing!

Gen 27
 1 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not see, that he called Esau his old
er son and said to him, "My son." And he answered him, "Here I am." 2 Then he said, "Behold now, I am old. I do not kn
ow the day of my death. 3 Now therefore, please take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field a
nd hunt game for me. 4 And make me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul may ble
ss you before I die." 5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt
game and to bring it.

6 So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, "Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau your brother, saying, 7 Bring 
me game and make savory food for me, that I may eat it and bless you in the presence of the Lord before my death.' 8 N
ow therefore, my son, obey my voice according to what I command you. 9 Go now to the flock and bring me from there t
wo choice kids of the goats, and I will make savory food from them for your father, such as he loves. 10 Then you shall t
ake it to your father, that he may eat it, and that he may bless you before his death." 11 And Jacob said to Rebekah his 
mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth-skinned man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and 
I shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall bring a curse on myself and not a blessing." 13 But his mother said to hi
m, "Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me." 14 And he went and got them and 
brought them to his mother, and his mother made savory food, such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the choi
ce clothes of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And she
put the skins of the kids of the goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17 Then she gave the savory food
and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

18 So he went to his father and said, "My father." And he said, "Here I am. Who are you, my son?" 19 Jacob said to his f
ather, "I am Esau your firstborn; I have done just as you told me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, that your soul ma
y bless me." 20 But Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because th
e Lord your God brought it to me." 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, whethe
r you are really my son Esau or not." 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, "The voice is J
acob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau." 23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like 
his brother Esau's hands; so he blessed him. 24 Then he said, "Are you really my son Esau?" He said, "I am." 25 He sai
d, "Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's game, so that my soul may bless you." So he brought it near to him, and
he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac said to him, "Come near now and kiss me, my 
son." 27 And he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and blessed him and said: "Surely, 
the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field Which the Lord has blessed. 28 Therefore may God give you Of the dew of
heaven, Of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you, And nations bow down to y
ou. Be master over your brethren, And let your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, A
nd blessed be those who bless you!"

30 Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence
of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also had made savory food, and brought it to hi
s father, and said to his father, "Let my father arise and eat of his son's game, that your soul may bless me." 32 And his f
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ather Isaac said to him, "Who are you?" So he said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau." 33 Then Isaac trembled excee
dingly, and said, "Who? Where is the one who hunted game and brought it to me? I ate all of it before you came, and I h
ave blessed him--and indeed he shall be blessed." 34 When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with an exceed
ingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me--me also, O my father!" 35 But he said, "Your brother came wi
th deceit and has taken away your blessing." 36 And Esau said, "Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted 
me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!" And he said, "Have you
not reserved a blessing for me?" 37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, "Indeed I have made him your master, and 
all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with grain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for you, m
y son?" 38 And Esau said to his father, "Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless me--me also, O my father!" And 
Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling shall be of 
the fatness of the earth, And of the dew of heaven from above. 40 By your sword you shall live, And you shall serve your
brother; And it shall come to pass, when you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck." 

In this passage Jacob is blessed and Edom is not blessed! 

Yet we move on in history, Israel goes to Egypt 

Ex 12:40 - Show Context
    Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. 

Most of this was suffering under the Egyptian pharoahs

whilst Esau dwelt well of in Mount Seir with many kings!

 Genesis 36
1 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom. 2 Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the da
ughter of Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 3 And Bashemath Ish
mael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 4 And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare Reuel; 5 And Aholibamah b
are Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in the land of Canaan. 6 And 
Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persons F174 of his house, and his cattle, and all his b
easts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into the country from the face of his broth
er Jacob. 7 For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were strangers cou
ld not bear them because of their cattle. 8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom.

9 And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites F175 in mount Seir: 10 These are the names of Esa
u's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Bashemath the wife of Esau. 11 And the sons of Eli
phaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, F176 and Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; an
d she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the sons of Adah Esau's wife. 13 And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, an
d Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife. 14 And these were the sons of Aholiba
mah, the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: and she bare to Esau Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah. 1
5 These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Z
epho, duke Kenaz, 16 Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land
of Edom; these were the sons of Adah. 17 And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke 
Shammah, duke Mizzah: these are the dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath 
Esau's wife. 18 And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were t
he dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. 19 These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and
these are their dukes.

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, 21 And Dis
hon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land of Edom. 22 And the childr
en of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; F177 and Lotan's sister was Timna. 23 And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan
, F178 and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this
was that Anah that found the mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father. 25 And the children of An
ah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26 And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, F179 
and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. 27 The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan. F180 28 The chi
ldren of Dishan are these; Uz, and Aran. 29 These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke Shobal, du
ke Zibeon, duke Anah, 30 Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that came of Hori, among their du
kes in the land of Seir.
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31 And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the children of Israel. 32
And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 33 And Bela died, and Jobab the so
n of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead. 34 And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani reigned in his stead. 3
5 And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his stead: and the 
name of his city was Avith. 36 And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead. 37 And Samlah died, and
Saul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead. 38 And Saul died, and Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned in his st
ead. 39 And Baalhanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Pau; and h
is wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 40 And these are the names of the du
kes that came of Esau, according to their families, after their places, by their names; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, F181 du
ke Jetheth, 41 Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, 42 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 43 Duke Magdiel, 
duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, according to their habitations in the land of their possession: he is Esau the fath
er of the Edomites. F182 

Why does God allow the Israelites to suffer 400 years of suffering whilst Edom is seemly blessed!
This is the question?
Is edom only blessed in the short term!
Amalek is one of the sons of Edom 

Ge 36:12 - Show Context
    Now Timna was the concubine of Eliphaz, Esau's son, and she bore Amalek to Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah
, Esau's wife.

Ge 36:16 - Show Context
    Chief Korah, Chief Gatam, and Chief Amalek. These were the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom. They were the so
ns of Adah.

Ex 17:8 - Show Context
    Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim.

Ex 17:9 - Show Context
    And Moses said to Joshua, "Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of t
he hill with the rod of God in my hand."

Ex 17:10 - Show Context
    So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hil
l.

Ex 17:11 - Show Context
    And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.

Ex 17:13 - Show Context
    So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

Ex 17:14 - Show Context
    Then the Lord said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will u
tterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven."

Ex 17:16 - Show Context
    for he said, "Because the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation."

Nu 24:20 - Show Context
    Then he looked on Amalek, and he took up his oracle and said: "Amalek was first among the nations, But shall be last
until he perishes."  

De 25:17 - Show Context
    "Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt,
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De 25:19 - Show Context
    Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your God has given you rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under h
eaven. You shall not forget.

Jud 3:13 - Show Context
    Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon and Amalek, went and defeated Israel, and took possession of the 
City of Palms.

Jud 5:14 - Show Context
    From Ephraim were those whose roots were in Amalek. After you, Benjamin, with your peoples, From Machir rulers c
ame down, And from Zebulun those who bear the recruiter's staff.

1Sa 15:2 - Show Context
    Thus says the Lord of hosts: 'I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when h
e came up from Egypt.

1Sa 15:3 - Show Context
    Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woma
n, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.' "

1Sa 15:5 - Show Context
    And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley.

1Sa 15:20 - Show Context
    And Saul said to Samuel, "But I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent m
e, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

1Sa 28:18 - Show Context
    Because you did not obey the voice of the Lord nor execute His fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore the Lord has don
e this thing to you this day. 

If you have any answers !
DOm

Re: Why was Esau seemly Blessed whilst Israel had to go through 400 years of sufferin - posted by kathleen1 (), on: 2009/1/3 19:31
The Old Testament illustrates spiritual truth, beloved. Esau was a selfish man who lived to please his carnal desires. He 
sold his spiritual inheritance for food to fill his belly one time. One meal. Jacob, is an illustration of a man, desperately de
siring the spiritual inheritance and promises of God, struggling with a less than perfect nature, but a heart for God, all the
same. Jacob and Esau is a perfect illustration of the warfare between flesh and spirit. When God says "Esau I have hate
d, but Jacob I loved," you have to remember God does not hate human beings, but their sin. He hated the selfish, carnal
nature that caused Esau to reject the spiritual for the temporary earthly things of life, while Jacob, wanting the promise a
nd the spiritual, tried to go about it in the wrong way, yet God saw his heart, and in the end, Jacob did overcome, by the 
grace of God, and received a new name, and was part of the lineage of Christ. 

Flesh (self) always suffers through a stripping process before it can enter the promises of God, the abundant spiritual life
. If God does not strip us of confidence in self, we would only become arrogant and willful, like the devil, and He will not 
share His power or glory with men's flesh. Unfortunate that the nature in man often requires suffering to bring it to the pla
ce where God can give us the abundant life He desires to. 
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