
Scriptures and Doctrine :: Entire Sanctification

Entire Sanctification - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/10 17:43
"There are two great words in the New Testament relative to the state and position of the believer Justification and Sanct
ification. Speaking roughly we may say that Justification means Â“being counted righteous,Â” and Sanctification Â“made
righteous.Â” When a man is born again, God both counts him righteous, forgiving all the pastÂ—and makes him righteo
us giving him a new nature. Hence Paul, when writing to the Christians of his day, though many of them were carnal, call
s them saints, or sanctified ones. Sanctification, however, may be divided into two partsÂ—Â“regeneration,Â” or sanctific
ation begun, and Â“complete sanctificationÂ” which is the work completed, and which is the subject we are considering. 
In this connection it is interesting to note that John Wesley entitles his great classic on the subject Â“Entire Sanctification
.Â”   

By A. Paget Wilkes

Alpheus Paget Wilkes (19 Jan 1871 Â– 5 Oct 1934) was an English evangelical Christian missionary to Japan who was 
one of the founders of the Japan Evangelistic Band in 1903. In addition to extensive mission work in Japan, and touring 
South East Asia, he wrote a number of penetrating expositions of Christian scriptures.

Re: Entire Sanctification - posted by jlosinski, on: 2009/2/11 3:31
I go to a church that is Wesleyan/Arminian, and they have taught "christian perfectionism" or "entire sanctification", it see
ms though, that to hold to that doctrine, one must re-define "perfection".  I believe that though Wesley taught entire sanct
ification, he claimed to have never achieved it himself, as well as stating that one can lose their status of "christian perfe
ction" even after attaining it.

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 7:54
There is another phrase for this... it's called "sinless perfection"... and it is heresy. Scripture does not teach this. The rea
son why Wesley never acheived it is because no can ever acheive it.

Those who twist certain scriptures to build a case for sinless perfection have to take verses out of context and make the
m mean something completely different.

Apostle Paul's own testimony to his struggles with sin should be evidence enough to every believer that "sinless perfecti
on" is heresy... but for some... it ain't.

Krispy

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/11 9:55
In like manner men resisted the faith theory of justification in LutherÂ’s time, and so men oppose the faith theory of an in
stantaneous sanctification today. But it will yet be seen on earth, as it will be perfectly known in heaven, that the Â“Seco
nd Blessing Theory,Â” so often ridiculed and assailed, is GodÂ’s way of sanctifying the soul. The ridicule hurled at it is n
o indication of its not being true, for it stands in good company in the matter of an undeserved discredit. So the multitude
jeered at Christ on the cross. So men laugh at the Bible, and at the doctrines of the Resurrection and the Final Judgmen
t. And so have I seen them laugh at revival meetings when the Holy Ghost was saving people and they were shouting th
e praises of God.

Men mocked at Pentecost, and continue to ridicule the truth and work of God. A minister said in the preachersÂ’ meeting
of a large Western city that Â“he was convinced that the whole second blessing movement was born in hell.Â”

There was not a preacher present who enjoyed the blessing of sanctification. Most of them were skeptical in regard to th
e matter, and were trying to keep it out of their churches; but at this fearful remark there was a chorus of
protesting voices from the entire body: Â“No, no, brother; donÂ’t say that!Â” The speech of the excited man bordered wo
nderfully near to blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. To say that the holiness movement, inspired and swept
onward by the Holy Spirit, is a work born in hell is frightfully similar to the utterance of the angry Jews when Christ by the
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power of the Spirit cast out devils in their presence . They said He did it by the power of Beelzebub, locating the power a
nd origin of the miracle in hell. It was then Jesus turned and said: Â“The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be f
orgiven.Â” This He said, Mark writes, Â“because they said He had an unclean spirit.Â” They gave a divine work a hellish
origin.

But no matter how men deny and resist, the Bible teaches that the purification of the heart is the work of God. Peter tells
how this purifying came by faith on the day of Pentecost, and John states that it is while Â“we walk in the light,Â”
Â“having fellowship one with another,Â” that then Â“the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin.Â” As thus taught 
in GodÂ’s Word, it is a divine work and subsequent to regeneration. Mr. Wesley says the last quoted verse is one of the 
strongest passages to teach the second work. Of course, the word Â“cleansethÂ” is in the present tense, and this very f
act gives the idea of the constant, unbroken, perpetual sense of cleanness that comes with the blessing of entire
sanctification. But not less clear is the truth that this cleansing fromall sin came while the man was Â“in the lightÂ” and e
njoying christian Â“fellowship.Â”

But, says an objector, I do not believe that God has to do His work over again. The answer to this is that sanctification is 
not the doing over of regeneration, but is a different work altogether. The second work being not to
improve regeneration but to eliminate the fallen nature.

Still, with this explanation, the objector has spoken hastily in saying God does not have to do his work over again,This H
e certainly does in the recovery of every backslider.

But, says the objector again, I do not believe that God does a second work; I believe He accomplished everything He ha
s to do in one work.
The reply to this is that, plausible as is the speech, everything contradicts it in nature and grace.

The first contradiction is from the world, which as it rolls through space says God made me by six distinct touches or wor
ks; every one was different, and all six together made me the habitable earth I am today.

The second contradiction comes from the human family. When Adam was created, the race in its federal nature was not 
completed. It takes not only male but female to make man, and the two were not made at once. God first created man a
nd then afterwards made the woman and brought her to Adam. There are few but will admit that the
second work was an improvement on the first. So it took two works to make what is properly called man. 

The author cannot see how a woman can consent to fight the second blessing when she is a second blessing herself.

The third contradiction is seen in the two covenants God has at different times given the world.

The Bible says there were two, and Paul distinctly says that the first was not perfect. Some people insist that every one 
of GodÂ’s works is perfect; they seem to know more than the Lord Himself, for He affirms in His own Word that the first c
ovenant was not faultless, while in James we read that Â“every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,Â” showing
that there is a difference in GodÂ’s gifts, some being good and some perfect. Regeneration is never called perfection in t
he Bible; but being regenerated, we are told to go on to perfection. So the first covenant not being faultless, God gives a
nother that is perfect, in which the Â“old sin is purgedÂ”; there is no more Â“remembrance of sin,Â” and the worshiper hi
mself is Â“made perfect.Â” Two works are beheld in regard to the covenants.

The fourth contradiction to the statement that God does everything in one work is seen in what took place with the discip
les on the day of Pentecost. They evidently received a new divine work or grace on the morning of the tenth day. That th
ey were converted men and women when they went into the upper roomthere can be no doubt if
language means anything. Christ said they were branches of the true Vine, that their names were in the Book of Life, an
d that they were not of the world, even as He was not of the world. He had sent themforth to preach the Gospel, but this 
He has never done with sinners. They had cast out devils, and Christ said that a devil could not cast out a devil, else wa
s the house of Satan divided. In addition to all this, days before He had breathed upon them and said:
Â“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.Â” Who can read these statements and descriptions and not see that they were saved me
n and women? Yet on the morning of the tenth day suddenly the power of God fell upon them and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they began to speak with new tongues. Peter leaped to his feet and cried out: Â“This is what Jo
el said should take place in the last days.Â” 

This one speech of Peter proves it was a new grace or blessing received. Here was something long ago prophesied just 
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sent down upon them. Certainly this could not be pardon and regeneration, for men had enjoyed the justified
experience all along. Surely the patriarchs, prophets, David, Simeon, Anna, and John the Baptist had religion. The very 
astonishment and gladness of the disciples showed that the blessing was new. Suppose, for instance, one of us should 
promise our children a remarkable breakfast. They could scarcely sleep for thinking what it would be, but of course looke
d for dainties and luxuries. But next morning, on filing into the dining room, they discovered the same old breakfast of br
ead, meat and coffee. One thing is certain, they would not be in a rapture, and none of them would spring on a chair and
cry out in enthusiasm: Â“This is what Joel said should take place.Â” If what happened at Pentecost was what had been 
experienced before, how can the joy and astonishment and quotation of Peter be reconciled with the facts? No! Instead 
of this we are brought face to face again with the second work of grace. Â‘The marvelous change that took place in the d
isciples from this hour settles the fact that it was a second work, not of pardon and life, but of purity and power.

The fifth contradiction is seen in what took place with the Saviour on the banks of Jordan when He was baptized with the
Holy Ghost. All of us know that Christ was without sin, that Satan could find nothing in Him in all His beautiful and holy lif
e; and yet on the banks of Jordan He received what had not come upon Him before, in the anointing or Baptism of the H
oly Ghost. There are two works accomplished in the Baptism of the Holy Ghost as received by the Christian believer -- Â
“purifying the heartÂ” and Â“enduement of power.Â” In ChristÂ’s case, there was no
fallen nature or moral taint of any kind to be purged away. All that could take place with His spotless human nature was t
he empowering of the Spirit. Hence the Holy Ghost did not descend on Him with fire, as in the case of the disciples, but 
as a dove.

That the Saviour did receive the enduement of power then, is seen by the clear statements of Scripture. It was after this 
memorable morning that it is said that Â“He went forth in the power of the Spirit.Â” This was not said of Him
before. We are also made to remark the effect of this anointing immediately upon His ministry. We read that He went up 
to Nazareth and on the Sabbath day entered into the synagogue, and when the roll of Scripture was put in His hands He
stood up to read, and selected as His text from Isaiah the very thing that had happened to Him on the river Jordan: Â“Th
e Spirit of the Lord God is upon me: because He hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath sent 
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to them that are boun
d; to proclaimthe acceptable year of the Lord,Â” etc. We read that He then sat down and began to preach, and all marvel
ed at His words. Moreover, the discourse was so heart-searching and incisive that the officials of the synagogue becam
e enraged and took hold of Him violently and tried to hurl Him down a precipice.

Now lest any one should think this was ChristÂ’s first public talk or sermon, the Scripture says He stood up that day in th
e synagogue Â“according to His custom.Â” The difference was that He had received the anointing of the Holy Ghost, an
d His words, now power-freighted, were simply overwhelming. It does seem to us that, in view of this occurrence, men s
hould be slow in saying God does everything in one work. He does not. He did not even do so with His own Son. And w
hen we hear a man say that he obtained all in Repentance, and then note the one absolutely
perfect man who ever lived receiving on the banks of Jordan the anointing of the Holy Ghost, we are made to marvel at 
some peopleÂ’s mental density or spiritual arrogance.

The sixth contradiction is to be found in the two touches laid by the hand of Christ on the eyes of the blind man. It does s
eem to the writer that this second touch was given by the Saviour, if for no other reason than to close the mouths of peo
ple who say that God does everything in one work. Vision came with the first touch and perfect vision with the second. T
his very order ought to prepare the people to
see how that love comes with one operation of divine grace and perfect love with another.

The seventh contradiction is seen in the word Redemption. Usually men think that the word stands for one work, when it 
really covers four. The first work wrought in the salvation of a soul is conviction. This can never be done by
a man. It is a divine work. It takes the Holy Ghost to burden a man for his sins, and when it is done that man is miserable
and restless, and oftentimes can neither eat nor sleep. Still the man is not saved; he is simply convicted. But
when he repents and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ the Holy Ghost works again and this time regenerates him. Still t
here is a third work, for Paul writes to regenerated people, and says, Â“This is the will of God even your
sanctification,Â” and still again, Â“The God of peace sanctify you wholly.Â” He who regenerates can sanctify us wholly. 
But there is yet a fourth divine work, and this time upon the body. It is called the resurrection. The body is a part of man 
and is included in redemption. It is to be raised from the dust and out of death, and renewed with transcendent glory. Thi
s is the last work. Redemption is then completed. Instead, then, of one work, redemption includes four! -- conviction, reg
eneration, entire sanctification, and resurrection. And yet there are some people who say that God does everything in on
e work.
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Thus we meet the objections that God never has to do His work over again, and never does but one work. The sweepin
g away of these opposing thoughts leaves us with the blessed truth that God can and will and does purify the pardoned 
soul. It is His work and our privilege. Thank God that when Christ came to this world He did not appear in our midst with 
one gift of grace, but with two. He had no empty hand, but both were full for the human family --Pardon in one for the sin
ner, and Purity in the other for the believer. May every child of God lose no more time, but press forward at once and rec
eive the blessing that has been waiting so long for him.

THE SANCTIFIED LIFE
By Beverly Carradine

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 10:10
That was long winded... can you boil that down for those of us with ADD?

Krispy

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/11 10:29
What do you mean by ADD

A Devilish Delusion
 
:-D 

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/11 10:36
Here you go Krispy

It is the blood of Jesus alone that can cleanse from all sin. It is His power alone that can destroy the fallen nature and cr
eate clean hearts. And so He has come to his Church with this great blessing. He has a diadem of beauty for her head. 
He has beautiful garments of purity for her form. He has a blessing for her that will make her arise, shine, rejoice, and ta
ke the world for Him. It is the distinguishing blessing of the Messiah. He comes first to his temple, though there be many 
houses in the world. He will Â“purify the sons of Levi,Â” said Malachi. He will Â“save his people from their sins,Â” said th
e angel. Â“He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire,Â” said John. Â“He will sanctify his Church,Â’Â’ said Pa
ul. 

And then what? Well, in the might, beauty, and glory of the second work, the Church will sweep out of Jerusalem over J
udea, through Samaria, unto the uttermost parts of the earth, carrying light, life, salvation, and holiness everywhere.
This is the second work of grace. Pardon and peace is the first; purity and power is the second.

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 10:40
* COMMENT REMOVED *

Please check out the sinless perfection test..

 (http://www.puregospeltruth.com/sinlesstest.html) http://www.puregospeltruth.com/sinlesstest.html

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 11:18
I think it is absolutely understandable that a christian would desire and expect to be entirely delivered from sin. The scrip
ture says that we will be delivered from sin, and that sin will not have dominion over us. 

But the scripture also says that we live in an age of tension....there is an "age to come". According to Romans 8, we hav
e not yet recieved the redemption of our body. Along with creation, we christians are still groaning...we are still suffering,
and the presence of sin is a part of that suffering. Unbelievers love their sin, believers do not, and therefore, for us, it is li
ke living with and enemy....that enemy will be completely and entirely vanquished one day...when Christ returns.

As some have said, we live in the "already" and the "not yet". We have not yet recieved the fullness of our salvation...tha
nk God.
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So, honestly, if somebody wants to seek after entire sanctification, I say, go ahead. You will be perfected...it just won't b
e until Christ returns.

The worst that can happen to a believer that seeks after sinless perfection is, Lord willing, they will experience how weak
they really are, how wicked they really are, and be convinced that "in them dwells NO GOOD THING." 

So have at it, and we will see you on the other side of the Jordan....

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 11:39

Quote:
-------------------------The scripture says that we will be delivered from sin, and that sin will not have dominion over us. 
-------------------------

I think further study of this needs to happen. I dont believe this means that we will be delivered from sin in the sense that
we can reach a state of sinlessness... and I know from your post you agree.

Being delivered from sin means being delivered from the wages of sin.

Of course, as believers who have been regenerated will will obey His commands, for that is one of the evidences of havi
ng been born again... and thru that we do strive not to sin. But it will be a battle we will fight in this life until our dying bre
ath.

Krispy

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/11 11:56

Quote:
-------------------------
Mahoney wrote:

The worst that can happen to a believer that seeks after sinless perfection is, Lord willing, they will experience how weak they really are, how wicked t
hey really are, and be convinced that "in them dwells NO GOOD THING."
-------------------------

I came to Christ bankrupt. My capacity to blunder drove me to his feet, and to my astonishment he took me, forgave me,
and sent my happy soul singing its way down the years. By grace was I saved, through faith, and that not of
myself Â— it was the gift of God. I walked in the joy of that for months and then the clouds began to gather. There was s
omething within me not
redeemed, something else down in the cellar that seemed to be sullenly at war with this new life. I was at war with mysel
f.
 
I think I can see what happened. We live in two minds Â— the conscious and the subconscious.
The subconscious is the residing place of the driving instincts: self, sex, and the herd. These instincts have come down t
hrough a long racial history and they have bents toward evil.
Into the conscious mind there is introduced at conversion a new life, a new loyalty, a new love.
But the subconscious mind does not obey this new life. Its driving instincts drive for fulfillment apart from any morality bui
lt up in the conscious mind. There ensues a clash between the new life in the conscious mind and the instincts of the su
bconscious. The house of man-soul becomes a house divided against itself.

I wondered if this was the best that Christianity could do Â— to leave one in this divided condition? I found to my glad su
rprise the teaching concerning the Holy Spirit, and I found that the area of the work of the Holy Spirit is largely, if not enti
rely, in the subconscious. I found that if I would surrender to the Holy Spirit this conscious mind Â— all I knew and all I di
d not know Â— He would cleanse at these depths I could not control. I surrendered and accepted the gift by faith. He did
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cleanse as a refining fire. In that cleansing there was a unifying. Conscious and subconscious minds were brought under
a single control and redemption. That control was the Holy Spirit. I was no longer at war with myself. Life was on a perm
anently higher level. It was no longer up and down. The soul had caught its stride. I went on my way singing a new song.
That song has continued. It is fresher today than then.

MY TESTIMONY By E. Stanley Jones

I am aware of a sinful nature in me. I am fed up being tugged back like some dog on a chain. I am fed up having no pow
er over sin in my life but find sin have power over me. Yes I am justified but I want everyhting God has for know. I do not
believe that sin should have domion over us but that we should have domion over it.

I want the promise know I want to cross the Jordan.

John Wesley wrote:
QUESTION: When may a person judge himself to have attained this?

ANSWER: When, after having been convinced of inbred sin, by a far deeper and clearer conviction than that which he e
xperienced before justification, and after having experienced a gradual mortification of it, he experiences a total death to 
sin, and an entire renewal in the love and image of God, so as to Â“rejoice evermore,Â” to Â“pray without ceasing,Â” an
d in everything to give thanks.

The destruction of Inbred sin in your life is a reality that can be experienced in this life time.

Look at the words of this Hymm. In this generation we have lost sight of the truth.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Save from wrath and make me pure.

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 12:58
I could care less what John Wesley or Stanley Jones had to say... what does scripture say?

1 John 1:8-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he i
s faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, w
e make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Who is John writing to here? The church. Not unbelievers.

Paul wrote this:

Romans 7:14-25 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I allow not: for 
what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is go
od. Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwellet
h in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the i
nward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to t
he law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I t
hank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the l
aw of sin.

Doesnt sound like Paul taught sinless perfection.

If scripture doesnt teach it, then throw out all your John Wesley books. They mean nothing if they contradict scripture.
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People here tend to quote Wesley, Spurgeon, Edwards, Whitefield, etc as tho they were inspried by the Holy Spirit and e
very word they utted was scripture. I'm all for reading these great men of the faith... but all of them had parts of their theo
logy that was worth throwing out.

Same can be said for us too.

Krispy

Re:  - posted by wayneman (), on: 2009/2/11 18:05
KrispyKrittr,

Here are a few more from the same authors:

"Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. Little children, let no one dec
eive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil h
as sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the d
evil. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him, and he cannot sin, because he has been 
born of God." I John 3:6-9

"What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid! How shall we who died to sin live
any longer in it? Or do you not know that as many as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? The
refore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of t
he Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the likeness of His dea
th, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, th
at the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been fre
ed from sin." Rom. 6:1-7

Re:  - posted by jlosinski, on: 2009/2/11 18:13
The way that "entire sancification" has been explained is that the believer is not actually perfect, he still is subject to "mis
takes", but the will and desire to sin is eradicated.  The analogy given has been "the litle rebel inside" that is constantly a
gainst full surrender to God, once you ask God to sanctify you entirely, you have turned your life completely over to God 
and he has killed the sin nature that had abided within.

At our last revival meetings, there was a godly woman, I believe in her late 70's, dear Mrs. Boyd, that stood up in tears a
nd confessed her desire to be completely sanctified.  I was amazed that though she was raised in a Holiness denominati
on, she had never felt she had recieved entire sanctification, though the preacher had said that it was not a big thing, but
to simply ask God for it.  Somthing about that occoruance (sp) did not feel right to me, it seemed more to confirm my beli
ef that as we grow in our relationship with God, we have a fuller realization of what wretches we truly are apart from Chri
sts imparted righteousness.

Re:  - posted by jlosinski, on: 2009/2/11 18:21
Hi Wayneman,
I don't think that Krispy was advocating antinominism with those verses, listen to some sermons on the doctrine of regen
eration, the verses cited by you are addressing those that walk in continual unrepentant sin.  If you have sinned even on
ce after your conversion, where do you stand?  I don't ask this out of strife, but rather ask you to examine your theory by 
your own experience. 
Grace and Peace,
Joe 
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Re:  - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/2/11 18:26
For reference purposes, you may all find Dr. H.A. Ironside's experience and recovery from the Wesleyan/"Holiness" chur
ches interesting.

http://www.gotothebible.com/HTML/ironsideholiness.html

Re:  - posted by andres (), on: 2009/2/11 19:42
1.God sees his children pure and holy because Christ stands in thier place. Justification

2. God's children are being made holy by the power of the Spirit. Sanctification

3. God Children will be sinless and pure  when Christ returns. glorification

   "1Jn 3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: th
erefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
1Jn 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he s
hall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
1Jn 3:3  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

                We wont be like Christ, sinless, untill Christ appears,(I john 3:2) of we die and meet him in glory.

                           love andy

Re:  - posted by wayneman (), on: 2009/2/11 21:08

Quote:
-------------------------
jlosinski wrote:
Hi Wayneman,
I don't think that Krispy was advocating antinominism with those verses, listen to some sermons on the doctrine of regeneration, the verses cited by yo
u are addressing those that walk in continual unrepentant sin.  If you have sinned even once after your conversion, where do you stand?  I don't ask th
is out of strife, but rather ask you to examine your theory by your own experience. 
Grace and Peace,
Joe 
-------------------------

Theory? I don't have one, and my own experience certainly dosn't ratify the doctrine of sinless perfection. I know Krispy i
sn't preaching antinomianism; I just didn't want the thread to end with Romans 7 as if it is a summary of the normal Chris
tian life. If we ignore the chapter break and read 7 and 8 in continuity it is clear that that is not what Paul was saying. I a
m painfully aware of what Paul means by "another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind," and have n
o first-hand experience of any state of Christian perfection. But I believe victory over sin is attainable because Paul says 
in chapters 6 and 8 that the sinful man he describes in chapter 7 is crucified, dead and buried. (ch. 6:6,7) 

Peace,

wayneman

*edited for grammar*
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Re:  - posted by wayneman (), on: 2009/2/11 21:45
Let me reiterate that I don't have a theory or theological axe to grind. I was following this thread intently but hesitant to ju
mp in with my own opinion because I've been studying salvation-regeneration-sanctification--especially Romans 5-8 and
First John--for a couple weeks now, trying to get clarity on the subject. I am nowhere near having a comprehensive doctr
ine of sanctification, and that's not the objective anyway. Instead of striving for exegetical exactitude and adjudicating bet
ween warring schools of thought, I'm learning to stand on the promises in the two passages I've quoted, with good result
s. What I have learned so far is that my walk with God is strongest when I am focused on Christ rather than my own perf
ormance.

This is a good thread because we're discussing a critically important subject, on which there is a lot of room for disagree
ment, without it degenerating into another theological pie fight.

One thing we can surely agree on is that we all want to be as holy as it is possible for a Christian to be this side of eternit
y.

wayneman

Re: , on: 2009/2/11 22:04

Quote:
-------------------------What I have learned so far is that my walk with God is strongest when I am focused on Christ rather than my own performance
-------------------------

Amen

Re:  - posted by jlosinski, on: 2009/2/11 23:33
Hi wayne,
Just as I had feared, I misunderstood what your motivations were for posting, and seemed to build on my presupposition
s.  Sorry about that.  i did appreciate what you wrote in your posts:

 "I'm learning to stand on the promises in the two passages I've quoted, with good results. What I have learned so far is t
hat my walk with God is strongest when I am focused on Christ rather than my own performance."

I have experienced the same as well, resting in Christ and trusting Him to conform me to Himself.  Our sanctification is a
n outworking of our communion with God, we serve God according to knowlege, and implicit with that is a growing knowl
ege of what He hates and what He loves.

Re: , on: 2009/2/12 8:18

Quote:
-------------------------1.God sees his children pure and holy because Christ stands in thier place. Justification

2. God's children are being made holy by the power of the Spirit. Sanctification

3. God Children will be sinless and pure when Christ returns. glorification
-------------------------

Amen... thats where I stand. And thats where the Bible stands.

Krispy
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Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/12 13:39
After a time of prayer and fasting God opened my eyes to see that in me that there was a system of evil that goes down i
nto the deepest part of my being. That this system causes you to be who you are. This system is so wrapped up in you t
hat you think it is you.

Do we find this mentioned in scripture

Rom 7v 14-23 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I would not,
I consent unto the law that it is good. Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that d
welleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after t
he inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which is in my members.

Paul became aware of this system. Where he cries  Romans 7 v 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me fro
m the body of this death?

Here is a man who says he is still in bondage even though he is a Child of God and wants to please God he finds that in 
him he has not got the ability to do it. He is living a defeated life still under the control of sin. Forgiven, Righteous, Justifi
ed but still in bondage because of that system.

I find in my life since that time of prayer and fasting that I am being brought to a point of surrender and that God is worki
ng in me to bring me to the point of absolute surrender .

For me it all started when I had enough of church and walked out. I as I walked out I prayed and told God that I was not 
going back to church, I told him that I believed everything he had spoken to me but I don't know how he was going to it. 
When I stopped praying this is what I heard in my heart. "You'll be just like Job" that was not what I was wanting to hear.

Seven years later I get virus that causes your skin to break out in blisters. What was the words that came back to my mi
nd "You'll be just like Job". That is how I get to this time of fasting and prayer that I told you about earlier.

God at that time didn't just show me what was in me but that he had also through Duncan Campbell testimony that there
was a cure for the removal of the beast that was in me. This was how became aware of what Duncan Campbell calls the
second blessing.

Know at the time I was reading Job a lot as you can imagine to get to know this man a bit better. In reading Job I saw wh
at God said about Job and that he was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

But I read in Job 42v5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.

Job declares that he had heard about God but know he says he can see God. God purifed Jobs heart. So even though 
God called this man perfect, upright and that he feared God, and eschewed evil that his heart was not pure.

This second work is a work where God mortifys the sinful nature and you will have a pure heart. What the Holy Spirit do
es is to give the victory. "If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live" (Romans 8:13). It is He w
ho, when the heart is opened wide to receive Him, comes in and reigns there, and mortifies the deeds of the body, day b
y day, hour by hour, and moment by moment.

When the Holy Spirit is in your purfied heart you will then have the strength to resist the temptation to sin. You'll live a life
of victory in Jesus where he is in you and you in him and that Jesus is all and all where your old defeated live has been 
exchanged for a life of victory in Jesus.

0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord
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Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/12 21:39
Inbred sin appears again in Ephesians 4v22 "That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is c
orrupt according to the deceitful lusts." Here is an exhortation not to sinners, but to a church. Certain expressions in this 
Epistle show beyond all question the spiritual condition of the members of the church. Paul says that they were "quicken
ed" who had been "dead in trespasses and in sins;" that they were once "afar off," but were now "made nigh by the bloo
d of Christ;" that they were no more strangers and foreigners, but "fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of 
God." Still again he tells them to forgive one another "even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you," and a few verses
after that states: "Ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light." 

These expressions undoubtedly declare the saved condition of the people to whom the apostle wrote. And yet to these 
who were "forgiven" and "light in the Lord" and "of the household of God" he writes: "Put off the old man." 

Could anything be plainer? Does not the reader see that something dark and evil is left in the heart of the regenerated m
an? That this something which is here called the "old man" is not to be pardoned, but taken away, put off, removed. 

Titus 3v5 He saved us by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost which he shed on us abunda
ntly through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Salvation is seen to be a double work
1.washing of regeneration
2.renewing of the Holy Ghost

That is what Entire Sanctification is.

I will tell you what heresy is that purity comes by growth in grace. This teaching seen at a glance, uncrowns Christ, robs 
him of his glory of sanctifying the Church as mentioned in Ephesians, and transforms what is recognized in the Bible as 
a divine work into a mere development.

It is true that the Bible says, "Grow in grace;" but let the reader mark that it says "in grace." It does not say grow up to or 
into grace.

The "old man" quietly watches the growing brother, then the "old man" shakes the religious timber and underbrush and s
ays: "I am in here, and you must not forget it."

Re:  - posted by run2win, on: 2009/2/13 13:23
quote: It is true that the Bible says, "Grow in grace;" but let the reader mark that it says "in grace." It does not say grow u
p to or into grace.

Not to disagree as regards grace, but for the Christian there is a process of maturation or perfection as God works to co
nform us to the image of His Son (Rom8:29). There is a birth, then an infancy (Paul addresses this clearly in 1Cor3:1-1),
a childhood (note how many times John uses the phrase "little children"), and all the stages of maturing in our faith. (See
1John2:12-14)

As to sanctification it is entirely the work of God as we walk in the Spirit (see preceding verses in 1Thess 5): 

1Thess5:23 "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be pres
erved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

That word "wholly" is compounded of two words in the Greek. It means: completely-entirely; sound in every part"  Martin 
Luther translated it "through and through." Vine's says the essence of what it means in this passage is: "Every grace pre
sent in Christ should be manifested in the believer." Praise be to God!

Sanctification is the continual process of separating and separating us unto Himself, until there is less and less of us and
more and more of Him, so we can say with John the Baptist: "He must increase, but I must decrease." 
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Re:  - posted by death2self (), on: 2009/2/13 17:05
Entire sanctification is one of the great truths of scripture that has been obfuscated by the modern church.  I would
encourage you to read this book by a dear brother and Pastor named Jim Kerwin.  He's a dear brother in Christ and
here's the link: (http://www.finestofthewheat.org/Jim_Kerwin/The_Rejected_Blessing.php) The Rejected Blessing.  Broth
er Greg posted his book on SI in 2007 
(https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id11554&forum40&6) On SI.

Here's a three part interview with Pastor Kerwin and my pastor: 
(http://www.finestofthewheat.org/Audio/Jim_Kerwin/Rejected_Blessing_Interviews.php) The Rejected Blessing Interview
.

This is something that Jesus does and it's not by hard work or trying harder.  The blood of Jesus has the power to set th
e human heart free from sin and not to live in rebellion to God.  What many fail to realize, and I've been one of these folk
s most of my life, fail to realize how they maintain ownership of their life, yet claim to be followers of Christ.

Keep on pressing in and ask the Holy Spirit to unfold this precious truth to your heart!

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/16 9:37
Thank you for the encouragement Death2self

I tried looking for this book The Rejected Blessing someone did supply me with a link to me but it was broken.

I have not seen a teaching so strongly resisted. When I was at the the SI conference in Greenock I asked this question
to the Q+A panel. Can we have revival without Entire Sanctification. When the question was read out there was a Ohhhh
from the congregation. The first man just laughed and said on I will have to wait until heaven for this. The fact of the
matter there is a Move of God coming and this Holiness teaching that has been rejected will be at the heart of it. 

As for myself I had never heard of it until that time of fasting and prayer and it was the Holy Spirit that led me to it. I fully
convinced that I will post on here in the future that the Holy Spirit has done this work in me. What he is doing right know
is teaching me and that is building my faith.

You have hit on the key of obataining the blessing in your post.

Quote:
-------------------------What many fail to realize, and I've been one of these folks most of my life, fail to realize how they maintain ownership of their life, ye
t claim to be followers of Christ.
-------------------------

The blessing comes through a complete and total surrender of yourself to God.

REAL FREEDOM IN CHRIST!, on: 2009/2/16 9:41
Please read REAL FREEDOM IN CHRIST!

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=27472&forum=35

Re: REAL FREEDOM IN CHRIST! - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/16 11:23
Dear FreeCD I think your stance is that you don't believe in this second work of grace or are opposed to it in some way.

But I have heard from heaven in this matter and God has spoke to my heart and I believe him. I had never heard of this 
blessing before and had no view of the matter. No man told me about this blessing, I was not taught about it from a pulpi
t for good or bad.

But one thing I notice that the majority of the men who have on your web site FreeCD claimed to have experienced this 
work of Holiness in there life. I can't say all because I have not seen all there testimonies but I have seen the majority.

I would encourage you to pray strongly about truly finding out the truth about Holiness and the second work of grace. As 
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I said earlier it was no man that led me to the this truth but the Holy Spirit and because of that I can stand strong in what 
God has shown me.

Colin 

Re: Entire Sanctification, on: 2009/2/16 12:31
Perhaps this has been discussed and if so I apologize.  I understand conceptually in Hebrews where it says 'do not hard
en your heart' in unbelief like the Israelites who would not accept the promised land by faith.  They focused on the giants
in the land and not the promis of God.  Now I understood this to mean, in my own subjective opinion, that Christ represe
nted the promised land and the giants could represent my sin or my temptation to sin.  It says God rested on the seventh
day so the Son could complete his work for Him as an example for us to do the same.  He rested from His works on the 
sixth day.  This would make Christ "lord of the Sabbath" or lord of our rest if you will. But even in this understanding, I str
uggle.

1John says that if we say we are without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  How does this verse jive wi
th entire sanctification in terms of mortification of sin?  I would think that if sin is mortified, it no longer exists, yet John st
ates otherwise.

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2009/2/16 12:53
It seems as if much of the Church today cries heresy when sinless perfection is taught, and I do not believe that the
Word of God teaches this doctrine, but to teach that a Christian cannot overcome sin and has to sin every day is also
not taught in the Word of God. 

Our goal as Christians should be Christlikeness. Does not the Word say to be perfect, even as He is perfect, to be holy
even as He is holy. 

God sees all that are in Christ as holy, unblameable, and without reproach. (Colossians 1:22). The Holy Spirit has been
sent to make the believer's standing a actual reality in his life. 

When a man is born again, he becomes a new creation, and through the Holy Spirit, Christ is living within him. At the
new birth, the believers spirit is sanctified and made holy by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

The soul (mind, will, and emotions) is in the process of being sanctified. We are being transformed by the renewing of
our minds. This is a process. "Receiving the end  of your faith Â— the salvation of your souls." (1 Peter 1:9) The salvatio
n of the soul is a process, and does not occur by any one experience. When one is baptized in the Spirit, the warfare will
increase. If we walk in the Spirit, we will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 

The body of the believer will be changed at the coming of the Lord. This speaks of something that will happen in the futu
re when we receive our glorified bodies. We are to present our bodies to God as living sacrifices. Jesus has done everyt
hing that He is going to do to sanctify us and make us holy but we must recieve Him as our sanctification, and make a c
omplete surrender to Him. 

               Mike       

Re:  - posted by Nellie, on: 2009/2/16 13:01
Colon,
I do not personally know Tom Plumb, but have been e-mailing him off and on since 2006.
God Bless
Nellie
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Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/16 14:25
Act 15v7-9 After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the early da
ys God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe. "And 
God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distin
ction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.

The scripture above is from Acts 15 where the church met to discuss the work in the gentiles.
It says in Acts 15v7 Peter stood up after much debate to. He (Peter) points out that the Gentiles experience was every bi
t as Divine as that of the original Pentecost band and he draws out a point to prove that the Gentiles are no different fro
m the Jews.

Acts 15v8-9 "And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us and H
e made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.

What was it for Peter, the God-given Â“signÂ” that proved to the great preacher of Pentecost that the Gentiles had Â“got
itÂ” their hearts were purified by faith.  They had been sanctified!  Yes, they were saved glory to Jesus!  In the power of t
he Spirit they miraculously spoke in tongues how wonderful!  But all those years after the Day of Pentecost, to bolster hi
s argument and make his case as strong as he could in the council, PeterÂ’s testimony was that God gave those Gentile
s the Spirit's witness of purified hearts.

Here is an Excerpt from Pentecost By Leonard Ravenhill

In Europe Pentecost Sunday is always called Whitsunday (White Sunday), and the children usually dress in white. The d
isciples were "made white" at the first Pentecost - that is, their hearts were "purified by faith" (Acts 15:8, 9). This purificati
on is a lost accent these days in interpreting the Baptism with Spirit. Under the title of Spirit-filled churches, there are so
me weird and wanton things operating at present. 
If too much stress has not been made of the gifts of the Spirit, then too little has been said of the fruit of the Spirit. Note h
ow few books are available on the fruits of the Spirit, but how many on the gifts of the Spirit. Yet the Son of God said, "B
y their fruits ye shall know them." 

The first essential for the coming of the Holy Ghost into a heart today is that the heart should be cleansed from sin, for th
e Holy Spirit does not fill an unclean heart. What God has cleansed, He then fills. Finally, whom God fills, He uses. A hol
y life is the authentic sign of being filled with the Spirit.

Look at this statement Â“A holy life is the authentic sign of being filled with the SpiritÂ”

This goes along with what Peter was saying in Acts 15 v 8-9 the distinction if you have the Holy Spirit is that you should l
ive a Holy life because your heart has been cleansed.

So where have we gone astray? Are our hearts pure are our hands clean. The church today needs the this sanctifying w
ork done in the heart of believers.

The vast majority of the church today is living in John20v22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith 
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost and not in Acts 2

Re: , on: 2009/2/16 15:04
Murrcolr.  I don't think many are disputing this.  I am not disputing these events of Scripture or what they mean.  My
point is that, as true as this is, to claim 'sinless perfection' as a permanent state of holiness that CANNOT OR WILL NOT
SIN goes against what John wrote in 
1John 1: 7-10 7

"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin. 
 8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is fait
hful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinn
ed, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives."
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How do people who receive 'entire sanctification' reconcile this passage of John to themselves?  Many times th
ese questions are raised and instead of addressing the scripture at hand, they just give scripture that supports 
their claim.  I'm afraid I see some of that here at times.  The Bible is all encompassing and Holy Spirit inspired a
nd therefore this passage must fit somewhere in the debate of entire sanctification.  Some argue (holiness prea
chers) that this sanctification is not a state of sinlessness, but a realization of our rest in Christ throught the po
wer of the Holy Spirit.  Some say it is sinless perfection or the 'mortification of sin' in us which, I believe, presu
mes the non-existence of sin in the person.  Clearly John states otherwise. So the question is how do these scri
ptures live in harmony without undermining the power of the Holy Spirit or presuming an unrealistic expectatio
n on Christian brethren.

Re: , on: 2009/2/16 15:05
sorry for the repeat post.  server issues.

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/16 15:20
A PERFECT-HEARTED PEOPLE

God is looking for people whose hearts are perfect towards Him a perfected-hearted people; so there is a kind of perfecti
on required of His people by God. A friend of mine asked me some time ago whether I believed in and taught perfection.
I replied that that depended
upon what he meant by the term Â“perfection.Â” If he meant absolute perfection, I did not; nor did I believe in the posses
sion by men of angelic perfection; nor yet in their realizing such perfection as Adam must have originally possessed. Go
d alone is absolutely perfect in all His attributes, and to such perfection we can never hope to attain. Then there is a perf
ection possessed by the angels, which we shall never have in this world. Adam also had certain perfections of body and 
mind which are out of our reach. There is, however, a perfection which we are given to understand God requires in us. It
is a perfection not of head
but of heart; not of knowledge, but of goodness, of humility of love, of faith. Such a perfection God desires us to have, an
d such a perfection we may have. In saying this I cannot be accused of being a crank or a fanatic, for I am proclaiming o
nly the plain, simple truth as it is revealed in GodÂ’s word, and we ought to desire to rise up to all the privileges God has
conferred upon us.

Â“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect,Â” said Jesus (Matt. v.48). 

What sort of perfection is this which we are to possess? God is a Spirit; we are simply men and women. And further, Â“
No man hath seen God at any timeÂ” (John i. 18). How then are we to know what that perfection is which He requires of 
us Â– a perfection which it is possible for men and women to manifest? In this, Jesus is our pattern. It is true that no ma
n hath seen God at any time,Â” but the only begotten Son ..... He hath declared HimÂ” (John i. 18) Â– that is, manifeste
d the FatherÂ’s nature and perfections in a human life which we can see and understand. This perfection of heart, of pur
ity, of goodness, was seen in Jesus in several particulars, and in these we are to follow His example.

First: We are to be perfectly submitted to God.We are to come to the place where we no longer fight against GodÂ’s will;
where we do not complain, nor talk back, nor resist, but yield in perfect submission to all His will. In the terrible General 
Slocum disaster in New York Harbour some years ago, almost all the mothers and children of one church lost their lives.
The next Sunday the bereaved fathers and husbands came to the church, and the pastor, who had lost his whole family,
rose and said, Â“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord Â“(Job i. 21). These m
en were perfectly submissive to God in their hearts, and they did not fail God in the hour of their suffering and trial, and fi
ght against His providences. It is possible to be submitted to God in this way. We may not understand GodÂ’s providenc
es, but we can say Â“AmenÂ” to them from our hearts.

Second: Like Jesus, we may perfectly trust God. We may possess a confidence in God that holds out in ways which we 
do not understand, like the confidence that a very little child has in its parents ; that will trust with all the heart. Job was ri
ch, prosperous and happy. Then trouble came. He was afflicted, he lost his children, he lost his property, and his herds 
were carried off by marauders. And what did Job do? He did not complain and blame God, but said, Â“The Lord gave, a
nd the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.Â” And when his backslidden wife advised him to curse G
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od and die, Job defended GodÂ’s way and said, Â“Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? Shall w
e receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?Â” And Â“in all this did not Job sin with his lipsÂ” (Job ii
. 10). Then his friends tried to shake his confidence, and Job Â– afflicted, full of pain, poor, and bereaved of his children 
Â– seemed to be forsaken by God; but he looked up from his ash heap and exclaimed, Â“Though He slay me, yet will I t
rust in HimÂ” (Job xiii. 15).

It is always so with the perfect-hearted man. I want my friends to trust me, and if they failed to do so when I was out of th
eir sight it would break my heart. So God wants us to trust Him where we cannot see Him. Paul and Silas, on one of thei
r missionary journeys, were arrested and placed in one of those loathsome Roman prisons Â– in the inmost, wet, slimy, f
oul dungeon Â– with the wounds on their backs from the scourging they had just received gaping wide, and with their fe
et in the stocks. But they did not worry and complain and determine to go home when they were released. They sang an
d praised the Lord. That is the kind of spirit God wants His people to possess ; a spirit that will rejoice with a perfect trust
in Him under adversity.

Third: God desires His people to be perfect in love; to love Him perfectly. We are not expected to love God with the hear
t of an archangel, for we are only poor humble men with limited power to love, but God does expect us to love with all ou
r hearts Â– with all our power to love. The little child is to love with all its power; and as the powers develop and grow, ou
r love is to develop and grow apace with our power to love; but we are always to love with all the heart. 

Fourth: There must be perfect loyalty. Love is not an emotion Â– a happy feeling; it is not something on the surface; it is 
a deep principle, revealing itself in perfect loyalty to God. 

What constitutes a perfect son or a perfect wife? Here is a big, ignorant young man. He could not shine in a drawing roo
m. He is hard-working, rough, uncultured, and awkward, and in the eyes of the world is a most imperfect man. But he ha
s a dear old mother whom he loves. He works to give her his meagre wages at the end of the week; he carries up the co
al; and when his dayÂ’s work is done he comes home to cheer his old mother with his presence. He does all he can to 
make her latter days comfortable and happy. Now he is a very imperfect man, but his mother would tell you with pride, Â
“He is my perfect son.Â” What makes him a perfect son? Perfect loyalty to his old mother. So a man has a perfect heart 
when it beats in perfect loyalty to God Â– wholly yielded up to fulfil all His purposes. He may be very imperfect as a man,
and his imperfections may be apparent to every one; he may blunder and make many mistakes; he may be ignorant and
uncultured Â– yet God looks down and counts him a perfect-hearted man. When God sees a heart perfect in loyalty to H
im, He overlooks many mistakes and blunders of the head.

Fifth: God also requires of us perfect obedience. Our performance may not always be perfect, but our spirit may be perfe
ct. My little boy, with his heart beating high to help his papa and do what I want him to do, goes into the garden to pull th
e weeds from among the vegetables; but he comes to the corn, and he doesnÂ’t know the difference between corn and 
weeds, and while pulling up the weeds he also pulls up my corn. When I come home he runs to me, with eyes dancing, 
bursting to tell me how he has helped me by weeding the garden. I go out and find that, while he has weeded the garden
, he has also pulled up my sweet corn. But I see that he has done it with a heart full of desire to please his father, and th
at the trouble has not been with his heart, but with his ignorant little head; and, seeing his perfect little heart, I press him 
to my breast and call him my little man. 

This is the kind of perfection God wants in us Â– perfect obedience of the heart. GodÂ’s eyes are in all parts of the earth
, seeking for men with hearts perfect toward Him, in submission, in trust, in love, in obedience; and when He finds such 
a man He reveals Himself to Him and shows Himself on behalf of that man.

Now let me ask you, what kind of heart have you? 
Have you submitted to Him? 
Have you consecrated yourself wholly to Him? 
Have you put all your powers at His disposal? 
Have you let Him have all His way with you? 

How anger and pride and selfishness and uncleanness must grieve Him! The perfect-hearted man has put all these thin
gs away. How can I put away these things that seem to be a part of my very being? How can I change the colour of my 
eyes or add a cubit to my stature? I cannot! Work as I will, I shall always fail to change my moral nature. But God can. It 
is His work. If we go down before Him in complete humility and say, Â“Lord, I am willing to have my heart changed. Tho
ugh it may mean that I shall be despised and hated and persecuted, I will take up my cross; I will crucify myself. I am will
ing that my selfishness and pride and hate and uncleanness shall be taken from me, and that Thou shalt reign in me and
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create in me a clean heart, perfect in its love, submission, loyalty, trust, and obedienceÂ” -- if we will say that to Him, He 
will answer our prayer to-day, now, this moment, if we will but believe.

By Samuel Logan Brengle

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/16 15:58
A seventh citation is I John 1. 8: "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 

Here is another formidable-looking verse, that at first glance seems to call for a surrender on the part of the holiness peo
ple; but with a little fixed attention, and by reading the context, the whole passage becomes clear.
 
In the first place, let the reader remember that John is writing to Christians, and that he has said to them in this same Epi
stle that "whosoever is born of God, sinneth not," and that he urges this upon them again in the words: "These things wri
te I unto you, that ye sin not." 

The question we urge now is: How can Christians find excuse for sin in the face of such statements? How can the reade
r reconcile these verses with a life of sin? Evidently the passage advanced by the objectors must refer to something else
, or we have established the startling fact that the word of God contradicts itself. Here we read that we must not sin, and 
yet if we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves. What is the explanation? There is one, and one that should com
mend itself to any unprejudiced mind.
 
The Bible throughout recognizes two kinds of sin, a fact that the Churches have embodied in their creeds and articles of 
religion, calling one personal or actual sin, and the other inbred, inherited, or original sin. One is an act; the other is a nat
ure. One is a transaction; the other, a bias or principle. 
Being so diverse, they are described differently and are treated differently. The dissimilarity is made evident by distinguis
hing terms of quite a variety. One way of discrimination appears in this chapter in the words "sin" and "sins." Nor is it the 
only place by any means where this peculiar discrimination is observed. David in the fifty-first Psalm, and Paul in his Epi
stles, both recognize this difference in sin, and use language accordingly.
 
"Sin" stands for the inherited principle or nature, while "sins" refer to our personal transgressions. Both of these words a
ppear in the first chapter of John's Epistle. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins." Again: "If 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, ... the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 
That two different kinds of sin, and two different works, are referred to here appears in the use of the singular and plural 
numbers by way of contrast. And also that in one case the man is in an unforgiven state and comes confessing his sins; 
in the other, the person is walking in the light as God is in the light. In the one, the man is pardoned; in the other case th
e man is cleansed, and cleansed while walking in the light. One obtaining deliverance from "sins;" the other, from "sin."
 
According to these facts, a regenerated man, or one born of God, has been forgiven of his "sins" (plural number), but sin
(singular number) in the form of inbred sin is still left. If such a man should say that he is without "sin" ( and many are sa
ying it today who deny sin left in the regenerated heart), he deceiveth himself. The thing to do is, after we have confesse
d our "sins" and been forgiven, to walk in the light as He is in the light, having fellowship one with another, and right ther
e in the light of a blessed regenerated life we shall suddenly be cleansed from all "sin."

Thus being forgiven of "sins" and cleansed from "sin," who wonders that John writes: "These things write I unto you, that
ye sin not?"

Re:  - posted by clintstone (), on: 2009/2/17 22:49
abideinhim , i love your spirit ,it is truely wonderful what the lord has done, being perfect as He is perfect and Holy as He
is holy is both a command and a promise from God , the Father of all spirits. God does not ask or command something o
f us that we cannot do. death is never part of the work of sactification of the flesh either . Charles finneys theology is exc
ellent on teaching the truth about sanctification. I am so very glad that Jesus has rent the veil of His flesh that I and anyo
ne else who believes in Him , may enter in ,into this new and Living way, the way of Agape , The way into the Holiest of 
Holies and abide in God , Love , Agape. Fenelon said that for a believer to beat himself up when he does sin is as bad a
s the sin itself . sanctification can be for the time being and intermitant , and it is also represented as being forever establ
ished . 1 john 1:7-10 speaks of repenting as a Christian I do not see anywhere in scripture where sin is anything that is i
nvoluntary or constitutional . yet we have many scholars of the bible that believe that sinis constitutional, or ,in other wor
ds, involuntary ,and physical . the outcome of sin is involuntary and constitutional , yet it only seems to be that the outco
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me of it is death and that needs only to by Physical and not Spiritual also . Thank God we do not have to die the second 
death. putting on Christ, is putting on the robe of righteuosness, is putting on wisdom, is putting on sanctification and put
ting on redemption. our Spirits , our souls and our Bodies can be and will be preserved blameless in this life. this happen
s through worshipping in Spirit and truth, praying in the Holy Ghost, fasting , and meditation of the living word. thanks for
your input too this thred. may everyone realize that with every command of us that God gives, He has promised and give
n  us everything that Pertains to Life and Godliness . LIFE and GODLINESS ? are these not Perfect Gifts Given to US ? 
LIFE and GODLINESS ,, would a good and perfect God and Father withhold these from any dear child of His for any len
ght of time and say you have to wait on them till i am ready to give them ? Or would the loving Father say i will teach you
all you need to know, and provde all the support and guidance to walk with me as far as your heart is content in doing so
. Sanctification is a command and a promise and a supply from our Heavenly father in this life and Faithful is He who will
do it in you , if you let Him.  thanks again abideinhim , i was'nt exhorting you in this, God knows where you are . God ble
ss you and keep you tied up in Him, Spirit, soul, and body. amen

Re: , on: 2009/2/18 9:19
"1 john 1:7-10 speaks of repenting as a Christian I do not see anywhere in scripture where sin is anything that is involunt
ary or constitutional."

I believe that sin is voluntary in the sense that we act on our temptation to sin.  But it is part of our fallen nature to be sus
ceptible to this sin.  God is perfect, He cannot sin, we are fallen.... there is no decision on our part to restore our fallen n
ature... it's not possible and it undermines our need for Christ in the first place.  Our fallen nature required an act of Chris
t and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  If we say we have no sin we deny our need for Christ in the first place by saying that we 
are in a state of righteousness that does not require anything outside of ourselves.  His sacrifice was necessary to elimin
ate the penalty but not the act.  Otherwise Paul's Epistles would be moot concerning sin and its description.  I understan
d what is said by many here concerning this but there is little qualification for those who might take a legalistic view upon
it unnecessarily. 

The debate concerning 1John 7-10 was more related to what people call 'sinless perfection' which I believe entails a 'ST
ATE of sinlessness' and not a process of regeneration in obedience through the Holy Spirit. Some people (not all) cite th
e scripture that says 'BE PERFECT' but fail to qualify what that means.  The word 'be' in this phrase denotes 'AN ACTIO
N OF' in the Holy Spirit as "TO be", which in my opinion, does not denote a state of righteousness that is incapable of si
n but a continuous yielding to the Holy Spirit who regenerates us.  If I tell my daughter to 'be good' for her grandparents I
am not saying 'you are in a state that can never be bad', I am telling her to be cautious and self examining in her actions 
in obedience to them because I know that, being a child of a fallen nature, she is capable of disobedience.  I think its imp
ortant to qualify these things as they are taken to extremes and it puts people in an unrealistic category of self willed righ
teousness, instead of a state of surrendering and yielding to the Holy Spirit in a process of regeneration in RELATIONS
HIP, taken originally and continually BY FAITH.

I believe that relationship is the key to righteousness... When I see great men of God in the Bible, I see men who struggl
ed with sin (ie..David and Peter) but were restored because their hearts continued hot after God.  Their righteousness w
as wrapped up in relationship, not legalistic "chalkboard do's and don'ts".  Again, I think many understand this but some 
do not and fall into discouragement and shame. This doesn't slight obedience in any way, for I believe men like David an
d Peter wanted desperately to obey rather than disobey.  And Hudson Taylors own testimony documents a man hot afte
r God in an unrealistic scenario of legalistic surrender that is self willed and not received in faith and rest.  Any regenerat
e heart of Christ wants this...  they want to be perfected in righteousness and purity.  Christ died to remove the stain of si
n in order to bring us to relationship.... and it is in this relationship that we know God's commands as well as His mercy.  
And this relationship is not a state of being but acts of love to one another.  Many have said they are in a state of marria
ge, but are they in relationship?  The divorce rate would say 'no'.  So we must qualify the difference between 'a state of b
eing' as a permanent attribute and 'being in a state' of relationship throught the Holy Spirit as a process of mutual love b
etween ourselves and God.
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Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2009/2/18 22:54
Here is another view of l John 1:5-10 by AM Hills, taken from chapter 3 of his book, "The Uttermost Salvation".

CLEANSING FROM ALL SIN

"God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all."

"If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth."

"But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His S
on cleanseth us from all sin."

"If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us."

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

"If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us." -- l John 1:5-10.

A great heresy arose during the closing years of the first century. It threatened the utter Subversion and destruction of th
e Christian religion. Peter wrote against it (2 Peter 2:1219). Jude wrote a blistering message against it (4, 10-19). Paul fo
retold it in his parting address to the Church of Ephesus (Acts 20:18-35) and in his Second Epistle to Timothy (3:1-8). Jo
hn hurled his fiercest invectives against it in his first epistle, of which our text is the preliminary summary. Even Jesus co
ndemned it in His message to the churches (Rev. 2:6 and 14-16).

These false teachers were variously called Nicolaitanes and Gnostics. They went everywhere infesting the churches, de
nying the real incarnation of Christ and the reality of His atoning death. Their primal dogma that all evil resided in matter 
and did not affect the soul, was a heathen notion imported from Eastern Asia. Under its baleful influence even church m
embers imbibed the idea that they could be purified in soul by a mental knowledge of God, and could then indulge their 
bodies in any form of vice . without spiritual detriment. A gross licentiousness resulted, consecrated by a false professio
n.

Irenaeus says of them: "They assert that they themselves will be saved, not by practice, but because they are spiritual b
y nature, and that, as gold, though mingled With mire, does not lose its beauty, so they themselves, though wallowing in 
the mire of carnal works, do not lose their own spiritual essence; and therefore, though they resort to the banquets which
the heathen celebrate in honor of their false gods, and abstain from nothing that is foul in the eyes of God or man, they s
ay that they cannot contract any defilement from these impure abominations, and they scoff at us who fear God as silly d
otards."

In other words, these vile heretics taught that "a man might be an outrageous violator of moral law and yet be a pure and
holy saint." It was a subtle error most pleasing to carnality, and struck a deadly blow at Christian morality. The aged apo
stle wrote this epistle as a defense of CHRISTIAN PURITY FROM SIN against Gnostic purity IN SIN. He says: "These th
ings have I written concerning them that seduce you" (1 John 2:26).

There is a constant series of burning antithetical ideas, issues between the true view and the Opposite error, stated in th
e most intense language. John put all the earnestness of his Christ-like soul into it, because he saw that the foundations 
of Christian purity were involved and Christianity itself was at stake.

1. -- Then consider the text as a whole. There are six verses in all, with three antithetical or opposing ideas, two verses t
o each. The first verse of each pair of verses states the Christian truth of pardon, purity, and full salvation. The second v
erse of each pair is not a description of Christian character at all, but is a stunning blow at the doctrine and practice of th
ese vile teachers who are seducing Christians from morality, and by their practice were uniting professed sanctity with u
nspeakable depravity.

Let us consider these verses by pairs, and the truth will appear. In the fifth verse the apostle teaches that "God is light, a
nd in Him is no darkness at all." In other words, God is light. His children will be children of the light and of the day. They
will walk in the light of moral purity, and will be without darkness, like their Father.

Verse six gives the antithesis, -- a blow at the seducers: "If we say (he meant, If YOU say) that we (you) have fellowship 
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with Him, and walk in darkness (as your false teachers say and do), we (you) lie and do not tell the truth." That is, "You s
imply cannot have fellowship with a holy God and practice vice as you are doing; and if you say that you do, YOU LIE." It
was terrific plainness, and he simply softened it by saying "we" instead of "you," to make the castigation a little more acc
eptable.

Take the next pair of verses. Verse 7 gives the blessed hope of salvation: "If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another (we and God), and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin." This is the wa
y of full salvation and complete deliverance from all sin. Walk in the light of God in faith and obedience, and He will clean
se our hearts "FROM ALL SIN" Sin of every kind will be taken away.

Verse 8 is the antithesis -- another fearful blow at heresy: "If we (you) say that we (you) have no sin (and no need of a S
avior from all past sins, as your vile teachers would have you believe), we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us (y
ou deceive yourselves and the truth is not in you)."

You Nicolaitan Gnostics affirm that your wicked vices are not wrong, and that when you practice them you commit no sin
; but you are simply deceiving yourselves. You will not get rid of your sins by denying them, but by confessing and forsak
ing, and by praying for an application of the cleansing blood of Jesus.

Look now at the third pair. Verse 9 gives us again the blessed truth of full salvation: "If we confess our sins He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." This verse tells us how one may walk i
n the light of a holy God, and obtain justification and sanctification and complete deliverance from all unrighteousness of 
heart) . God has a perfect cleansing for us all.

Verse 10 gives the third antithesis -- another blow at the doctrine of these corrupt teachers: "If we say we have not sinne
d (as these seducers say), we make Him a liar and His Word is not in us." In others words: "If you Gnostics, or any that a
ccept your doctrines, say you have not sinned, while you are wallowing in shameless orgies of vice, you make God a liar
and His Word is not in you."

II. -- If now we write the first verses of these three pairs together, and then write the second verses together, the correctn
ess of our interpretation will be more apparent.

Verse 5: "God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all."

Verse 7: "If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus His So
n cleanseth us from all sin.

Verse 9: "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
These three verses are the Gibraltar of the Christian faith, an epitome of the gospel of full Salvation. Jesus has made a
mple provision for us to be justified and sanctified, pardoned and cleansed, from ALL SIN and ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNES
S, and thus made clean and holy. It is not salvation IN sin, but salvation FROM sin, of every form and degree. It is what 
we al must have to get to heaven. The other three verses, antithetical to these, are a scathing denunciation of the teachi
ng of the Gnostics, who were corrupting the churches by teaching that people could be in a saved relation with God and 
yet be living in drunkenness and licentiousness. Notice how they read, and think of the pronouns as being in the second 
person, instead of the first, and all will be plain.

Verse 6: "If we (you) say that we (you) have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we (you) lie and do not the truth."

Verse 8: "If we (you) say that we (you) have no sin, we (you) deceive ourselves (yourselves) and the truth is not in us (y
ou)."

Verse 10: "If we say we have not sinned (as these seducers say while practicing all sin), we make Him a liar and His Wo
rd is not in us."

Just such antithetical passages fill the entire epistle, and show to a demonstration that the beloved apostle was writing a
gainst the teaching and practice of Antinomian heretics who were teaching a salvation IN vice rather than FROM vice. J
ohn himself said, "These things I write concerning them that seduce you." The above grouping of these verses makes thi
s Scripture perfectly plain, and robs it of all its seeming contradictions. 
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Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/19 5:15

Quote:
-------------------------
passerby wrote:

A great heresy arose during the closing years of the first century. It threatened the utter Subversion and destruction of the Christian religion. Peter wrot
e against it (2 Peter 2:1219). Jude wrote a blistering message against it (4, 10-19). Paul foretold it in his parting address to the Church of Ephesus (Act
s 20:18-35) and in his Second Epistle to Timothy (3:1-8). John hurled his fiercest invectives against it in his first epistle, of which our text is the prelimin
ary summary. Even Jesus condemned it in His message to the churches (Rev. 2:6 and 14-16).

-------------------------

Thanks for posting both of you it has encouraged me. The True Gospel message that Jesus sets us free from all sin has
been so watered down we today think it is impossible for him to free us from sin. 

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/19 5:18
Ezekiel 36v 26 "I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh." 

Turn to this passage and read the entire paragraph, verses 23-28. Several things will at once impress one is that the pro
phet was not speaking of regeneration at all, but describing a blessing that God was going to give his people in the futur
e. Yet here he is speaking of a great coming blessing. 

The twenty-third verse shows conclusively that not regeneration but sanctification was in the mind of the prophet when h
e spoke of the cleansing from all filthiness, and the removal of the stony heart. The verse reads: "And the heathen shall 
know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes." This is the trouble today
in regard to the Church before the eyes of the heathen is not sanctified. The reason that God does not project us in a Gr
eat Revival is that we are not sanctified, and he does not want the heathen to see the feeble type of piety we possess. 

Besides this the very terms used in the passage, "all filthiness" cleansed, "all idols" taken out, all show that regeneration 
is not spoken of; for Paul distinctly says that filthiness of flesh and spirit is left in the regenerated; and we all recognize pl
ainly in the converted man the idols of family, self, reputation, position, ambition, etc (that is filthiness of flesh)

The crowning proof is seen in the expression, "stony heart." This is felt to be left in the regenerated. There is a universal 
witness to this. 

What is meant by the stony heart? The Bible, of course, does not teach that there is an actual rock in the breast, but is s
peaking figuratively. A stone is something cold, hard, and heavy. Has the converted man at times a cold, hard, heavy fe
elings in his soul? Who will dare to deny it? 

It is not felt all the time. Some days the heart is light, tender, and warm. But suddenly, and at the most unexpected and u
ndesirable of times, the stone is felt inside. The very gladness of others may bring it about. It is realized under some pro
position from the pulpit. It leaps into being while kneeling at the altar. It arises at other times in the breast without any kn
own cause. 

The regenerated man who reads these lines knows that he has that stony heart. Child of God as he is, yet a hard nature
is left in him or his own consciousness, and the experience of the Christian world amounts to nothing. 

Ezekiel says that there is a blessed work of grace in which that "stony heart" shall be taken out. If God's children still feel
it remaining, then is there a blessing to be had that they have not yet obtained; for the prophet says that it shall be taken 
out. 

Notice that the stony heart is to be Â“taken out," not suppressed or kept under. If taken out, we will certainly know it. Obs
erve also that it is God who removes the trouble from the soul; not growth, not death, not purgatory. Listen! it is God spe
aking: "I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh."
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Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2009/2/19 11:15
 "may everyone realize that with every command of us that God gives, He has promised and given us everything that Pe
rtains to Life and Godliness ."

Thank you for your post Clint. Many of us have struggled at living the victorious Christian life until our eyes were opened 
to see that only Christ can live this life. We have been crucified with Christ, so that it is no longer I that lives but Christ liv
es in us. Christ is our sanctification. 

            Mike

Re:  - posted by death2self (), on: 2009/2/19 11:18
Here's a link to Marc Adams' website where you can purchase the 
(http://www.revivalclassics.com/proddetail.asp?prodBkJKRejBless) The Rejected Blessing.

I saw that Brother Greg posted Brother Marc's reading of Catherine Booth's sermons from "Aggressive Christianity" too f
or those who want to take a look.

Sorry my time is a bit limited now, but I thought I would post the link.  It's a great website and I've purchased a number of
books there, including Pastor Jim's book.  He's a dear brother in Christ and has preached at my church several times...

Re: , on: 2009/2/20 14:08
I do not see where Peter ever claimed 'sinless perfection' after Pentecost.  Yet filled with the Holy Spirit, he was rebuked
by Paul for entertaining Jewish traditions, as it was clear that Peter hardened his heart to the truth that he knew and acc
ompanied those who did not know this truth.  Was he a Gnostic?  And Paul certainly 'grew' as a Christian man.  He was 
knocked off his horse and blinded.  Was Paul entirely sanctified at this time?  He was certainly separated out by God to 
do His work.  If we say that Paul was entirely sanctified at this moment then we know that later he said that he had to 'be
at his body to make it a slave' so as not to lose the prize.  

1 Cor 9:25-27
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 

25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it t
o get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beatin
g the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualif
ied for the prize.

This certainly sounds like somewhat of a struggle to overcome to me, even with a fleshy heart.  Paul stated that he did n
ot 'fight aimlessly'... translation: though not aimlessly, Paul fights. Is this a state of holiness with no voluntary action desp
ite sanctification, no growth to understand this fight, no need to stand guard against that which (sin) knocks at the door? 
Who here in their entire sanctification feels a need to beat their body and make it a slave?  Paul was challenged here. H
e doesn't say "through the second blessing the fight is over, and I strive not in anything as my flesh is no more.  I have b
een rendered to effortless righteousness as I am perfected."  Did he somehow reject a blessing that could have relieved 
him of this fight to begin with?????  Whatever he had to do he did because it called for action and because he was a hel
l wrecker who had the enemy coming at him like flood.  This isn't heresy, this is the same Paul who, in Thessalonians, s
aid: 

1 Thessalonians 5:23:
23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul didn't talk like this right after he was blinded, chastised, and filled with the Holy Spirit.  There was no instant revelati
on to the description of 'running this race' or our sanctification.  There was a process in relationship with God for Paul.  H
e describes a thirteen year learning curve folks....so let's get real with this instantaneous perfection business.  Is the wor
d 'RUN' in the above Scripture an action verb or a one time state of being?  

I also believe he was battling bitterness of heart towards Alexander the metal worker whose idol business was being ruin
ed by Paul's preaching and was a subject of his wrath.  I wonder this:  Was entire sanctification around when David was 
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a man after God's own heart?  How about when he committed adultery?  Jonah hardened his heart towards the Ninevite
s.  The reality is that 'real men of God' who loved God also disobeyed and were restored either by their own confession 
or by God's mercy in sending help to them when they were in a backslidden state.  Nathan was to David what the whale 
was to Jonah.  In both cases, neither man was willing to see anything for themselves so God's mercy intervened.   To sa
y or imply that a backslidden state is not possible for those entirely sanctified when men of God, like Peter, (who clearly 
made some bad judgments and should have known better) to me is a very dangerous and slippery slope.  Can those wh
o are entirely sanctified backslide into sin....ever?  Is there this potential for those entirely sanctified as fallen people?  I 
would hope that no one is too proud to say this is not possible, we all know what goeth before the fall.  

Hudson Taylor was one of the greatest missionaries and one of the most sincere men of God ever to grace Christiando
m.  Yet we see his testimony as he describes the process of his growth in Christ.  The lives of many great men of God ar
e described and documented as a growth process in the Lord.  See, we can either insulate ourselves in this state of san
ctification and just 'be' a Christian who cannot sin or fall, or, we can do the work of the Lord that wrecks hell and fearlessl
y open ourselves up to challenges never imagined that will test every belief we have in scripture, yet still continuing to yi
eld to the Holy Spirit despite the challenges or failures.  

I believe that those who did the most for the Lord were tested the most, and perhaps failed the most.  They knew not to 
boast of their sanctification and righteousness thereof because they had a healthy respect for their fallen nature.  Yet the
ir relationship with their Savior was as solid as the rock that Christ is.  Do we know that Paul never failed in those thirtee
n years of undocumented relationship with God?  Did he not call himself the least of the apostles?  

John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit in the womb, yet when thrown in jail and ridiculed (a severe test that he ne
ver saw coming), his humanity showed in a tinge of doubt.  "Is it you who is the Messiah or shall I look for another" he as
ked through disciples.  And what did Jesus say:  blessed is the man who does not FALL AWAY ON MY ACCOUNT.  Wa
s John the Baptist entirely sanctified?  And was he not called by Jesus the greatest among those born of a woman?  Do
es sinless perfection remove the potential for falling away as Jesus described in recognition of John's humanity, a reality
He clearly understood if He did not provide John some encouragement?  

Jesus proved faithful even when the greatest born of a woman fell short.  John said "he must increase and I must decrea
se" and this he obviously said AFTER being filled in the womb and throughout his ministry as one crying out in the wilder
ness.  I don't think John was just talking of the increase and decrease of ministries here but the Holy Spirit in him, a proc
ess of holiness that wasn't a one time event.  He used the words 'increase' and 'decrease' as a process,  John did not sa
y: "He is and I am no longer through a second work of grace".  Again, Jesus said John was the greatest among those bo
rn of a woman, He also said it was possible for John to fall away without some encouragement and validation.  John was
dead to sin but he was still human. Where's the humility of some here?  

And I believe that "I will remove" does not imply a one time operation only, in my opinion.  If I say "I WILL" get a college 
degree that doesn't mean it's handed to me without process.  If a doctor says to the patient "I WILL" remove your gall bla
dder that doesn't imply that there isn't a process of the cutting of flesh, the stemming of blood let, and the repair of tissue
.  I believe the Holy Spirit does a work in us.  I don't believe there's a one time work, then a second work with no process
of relationship and growth subsequent to the filling of the Holy Spirit.  We are born again and Christ becomes our all and
all as we yield and surrender ourselves.  But I believe anyone....yes ANYONE is capable of backsliding.  Those who beli
eve immunity to this are the one's deceiving themselves.  It's an arrogant presumption not unlike Peter telling Christ that 
he would follow him to the grave.  There's a difference in challenging circumstances to a sheep herder in the simple bac
k country of Italy and someone in New York City.  Both may be entirely sanctified but if you throw the sheep herder on th
e streets New York City or Bangkok Thailand there's a different set of temptations and challenges that he will need to wo
rk through.  

John the Baptist was bold and audacious in his preaching of repentance in the haven of the desert.  He knew his task an
d had no doubts about his fulfillment of the prophesy as "one crying out in the wilderness".  He knew Jesus as practically
a brother and even baptized Him.  Yet when presented with jail and persecution, John was taken out of his element and 
began to breakdown a little, not as a sinner, but as a human.  

Quote: 

"The regenerated man who reads these lines knows that he has that stony heart. Child of God as he is, yet a hard natur
e is left in him or his own consciousness, and the experience of the Christian world amounts to nothing. 

Page 23/39



Scriptures and Doctrine :: Entire Sanctification

Ezekiel says that there is a blessed work of grace in which that "stony heart" shall be taken out. If God's children still feel
it remaining, then is there a blessing to be had that they have not yet obtained; for the prophet says that it shall be taken 
out."

I agree with this.  But "It shall be taken" describes the result of the work of God as 'this shall be done' and gives no light t
o anything that suggests instantaneous and permanent sinlessness moving forward.  There is part of me that needs wor
k.  When I was born again I was different, no longer living for myself but for God and others.  My heart was changed.  Bu
t when I'm under a lot of stress at work, I struggle to maintain my fleshy heart and battle being bitter and cynical towards 
those who have expectations that are well beyond realistic.  At one moment I'm fighting a hardening of heart and bitterne
ss towards my superiors, at another I feel sorry that their job is their life and they have no peace and no Savior.  So I figh
t to not be bitter towards them at them but to be prayerful for them. The heart of flesh prays for those who persecute you
.  Anger is sin, therefore I must confess it and guard against it in my workplace when the stress in palpable and overwhel
ming.  If you have something I don't that can eliminate these struggles please pray then that I obtain it.  

There's no debate about whether or not Christ is our Sanctification, or that He must be our life, at least that's not my chal
lenge here.  

The question is simply this-- can one who is entirely sanctified backslide into sin ,or, is 'sinless perfection' (as some call it
) a permanent state of righteousness that is immune to the capability to sin and backsliding altogether?  

I see nothing in the Bible that describes 'a second blessing' or a 'second work of grace' in this manner.  Therefore I agre
e with Hudson Taylor, who, although not a 'scholar' who dissected the "we's" or the "be's" or the "I will's" of scripture in m
eticulous fashion, he was someone who fought hard in sincerity for the understanding in his heart and left scholarly kno
wledge to the wind.  And what he sought, he found, not as a second work but a first work that wasn't entirely realized.

Re: THE REJECTED BLESSING, on: 2009/2/20 18:29
You can read the book THE REJECTED BLESSING here for free.

http://parbarwestward.org/Jim_Kerwin/The_Rejected_Blessing.php

Re:  - posted by SimpleOne, on: 2009/2/21 1:45
We are in the process of being perfected.

Re: Entire Sanctification - posted by clintstone (), on: 2009/2/21 19:01
 hello to all brothers and sisters reading this thred of posts . It is of great consequence to see the truth as God, our Fathe
r , calls being perfect as He is perfect, and being Holy as He is Holy . firstly there are two texts posted in this site. the firs
t is written by , Watchmen Nee and in it he speaks of the first Blessing Christ is to the believer is Wisdom that Christ is m
ade too us. I cannot remember the title of it . Yet within it Nee points out that Jesus is to us wisdom and only through His
wisdom we can see how He is too us ,and in us, redemption, justification, and sactification. Most Christians have the con
cept That we can abide In Jesus Christ. Yet few believe that We are now as He is , in this world. when we abide in Him .
Hebrews states the " He that sanctifies and they that  " are sanctified"   ARE ONE ..  Jesus is the sanctifier and those,  w
ho see the wisdom in letting Him sanctify them to Himself are one . someone in this thred said we are in the process of b
eing sanctified. I should ask; is this process half complete and you know it is becuase you are sinning half as much as y
ou where when the sanctification process started? No this is an absurd ?. because sanctification is not a process anymo
re, than a child is still in the process of being Human . either we love the Lord our God with all our heart and souls and m
inds or we do not. i hear preachers trying to seperate the heart , and seperate the soul and seperate the mind more than
the bible does, to promote thier notions of innate sin , constitutional sinfulness , involuntary sin that cannot be gotten rid 
of until we die and this is false.Sin's outcome is not sin itself,,   The second text article that should be looked at by all wh
o ? wether entire sanctification is attainable in this life and what it is , is one written by Adam Clark called " entire sanctifi
cation " . The Holy Spirit lead me to this article recently without ever hearing of adam clark. also Charles Finneys' view of
sanctification is very clear and precise as to the biblical meaning of what sanctifcation is and How it is attained and abide
d in . the last thing i have to say to all who want blessings that God has for you , is that , you cannot believe , be in faith f
or recieving, anything that you have no clear idea of . The reason for this is because Faith IS the substance of things Ho
ped For . and the  Evidence of things not seen. Our Heavenly Father is the God of ALL HOPE.  to know that i can Be Ho
ly as He is and that I can boldly Go into the throne room and find grace and mercy in all times of need ! gives me Hope. 
That i canFin d , and attain abide in a place of being filled All the Fulness of God now, in this world, Because God my Fa
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ther told me i could!!! gives me Hope. Hope can and will always give and inspire faith. not one of us can have something
form God we do not hope for first. May God give us all new hope to be as He is , and to be as He is now in this world, a
men and amen.  

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/23 12:34

Quote:
-------------------------
ccrider wrote:
I do not see where Peter ever claimed 'sinless perfection' after Pentecost.
-------------------------
  

Peter did not claim sinless perfection but he did claim that his heart was purified.

Acts 15v 8-9 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto u
s; And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

Entire Sanctification is no more or less than the bible requires. This does mean the end of temptations or your flesh (bod
y) it still is weak . You still have a choice in this state and can chose to sin and fall. Adam who was perfect did fall into si
n when he chose to eat of the tree.

What I understand is that entire sanctification is of the heart that the Old man with all his deeds are put off anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy. That in your walk with God where you try and fight these inner feelings of anger, wrath, bitterness ar
e taken away and replaced with LOVE.

1 Cor 13v1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or 
a clanging cymbal.

The heart that has been entirley sanctified LOVES greatly. The heart that has been sanctified loves God completely it lo
ves our fellow men completely.

SAMUEL BRENGLE TESTIMONY.....In that hour I knew Jesus, and I loved Him till it seemed my heart would break with
love. I was filled with love for all His creatures.

Love suffers long
Love is kind
Love does not envy
Love does not parade itself
Love is not puffed up 
Love does not behave rudely 
Love does not seek its own 
Love is not provoked, 
Love thinks no evil; 
Love does not rejoice in iniquity
Love but rejoices in the truth 
Love bears all things  
Love believes all things 
Love hopes all things 
Love endures all things
Love never Fails

These traits are the what you will find in your heart once your heart is purified. You'll find that in your heart what will sprin
g up from your heart will be clean and pure instead of the contaminated junk that pops to the surface know. With this unc
ontaminated heart we are in a better place and have an adavantage to run the race.

All men of God go through trails and testing and great failure this is what God uses to make a Man of God. It's God ways
of getting us on our knees and to face up to what we really are. Look at Jobs life he when through the test and at the en
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d end he crys I in Job 42v5-6 5 Â“I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear,But now my eye sees You. Therefore I a
bhor myself,And repent in dust and ashes.Â” God here had done a work of sanctication and purified Jobs heart because
it is written blessed are the pure in heart as they shall see God.

Many Men of God testify of a work of sanctification in there lives. There is a book and it's called Deeper Experiences of 
Famous Christians please read this.    

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Please consider this portion of scripture consider who Paul was wrtiitng to (Thessalonians) and what type of Christian th
ey where. Paul gives us some insight at the start of the letter 

1 Thess 1 v 6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of th
e Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the word of th
e Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone ou
t, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to 
you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, who
m He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Yet Paul says latter may the God of Peace sanctify you wholly. That my friend is Paul asking for Entire Sanctification for 
these people even though Paul wrote such a glowing report earlier.

I would challenge anyone reading this post to go to God in prayer about Entire Sanctification and find out the truth for yo
urselves. My testimony is that in a time of fasting and prayer for no other reason but to seek God. That God in his goodn
ess revealed to me the condition of my heart and that he has made provision for my heart to cleansed and purified. This 
desire to seek God came during the greatest period of darkness and failure in my life.

In the interim from that time I have been studying, researching, gaining knowledge about this work and through this my f
aith is growing. I know, that know, that I know that one day I will post on this site that God has cleasned my heart.

But please consider that there is a perfection commanded, in some way like that of God the Father. That there is a holin
ess enjoined like that of God Himself. That there is a purity offered, like that of Jesus Christ and that there is a possibility
shown of resisting every attack of the evil one.

Re: , on: 2009/2/23 12:42
"Our Heavenly Father is the God of ALL HOPE. to know that i can Be Holy as He is and that I can boldly Go into the thro
ne room and find grace and mercy in all times of need !"  Clintstone

No one is denying this.  But where does sinless perfection come in here?  

Because I see a contradiction.  If one is in the state of entire sanctification, and holy "as He is", then why the need to bol
dly approach the throne room to 'find' mercy and grace?  Firstly, why would the perfected sinner, who is "holy as He is", 
need mercy or grace? The fact that one is going boldy to the throne to find something suggests a need or something to 
be found.  What is it that is lacking within us which requires us to go to the throne to begin with?  Why would someone in
a state of "sinless perfection" need mercy or grace?  Secondly,  Can we discern here the difference between having bee
n perfected in Christ and "being perfect" as sinless humans?  I see quite a difference.

As stated before, after Pentecost Peter made some mistakes and needed to be challenged and rebuked by Paul.  I can 
see where Peter would need the throne of grace and I'm sure he approached it with boldness and with humility.  Boldnes
s is the confidence in approaching, humility is the inner heart that understands the need for mercy.  I doubt Peter approa
ched the throne declaring himself to be in a state of sinless perfection. Perhaps he was entirely sanctified...  who would 
define and qualify that?
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Re: , on: 2009/2/23 13:04
"What I understand is that entire sanctification is of the heart that the Old man with all his deeds are put off anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy. That in your walk with God where you try and fight these inner feelings of anger, wrath, bitterness ar
e taken away and replaced with LOVE."  murrcolr

"All men of God go through trails and testing and great failure this is what God uses to make a Man of God. It's God way
s of getting us on our knees and to face up to what we really are. Look at Jobs life he when through the test and at the e
nd end he crys I in Job 42v5-6 5 Â“I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear,But now my eye sees You. Therefore I 
abhor myself,And repent in dust and ashes.Â” God here had done a work of sanctication and purified Jobs heart becaus
e it is written blessed are the pure in heart as they shall see God." murrcolr

Thank you for the clarification.  I understand entire sanctification in this context.  I appreciate your patience and candor. 
My heart has been purified as you suggest.  I do not have the heart of anger, malice, hatred, jealousy.  I do have that he
art of love and I know that it was Christ who put it there, and I know when it was my heart was changed. I can't say that t
hose things don't try and creep back in but they do not have any control and they are more matters of circumstance than
inbred hostility towards the person.  Even with the circumstance, the emotion is quickly put away and is very infrequent.  

BUT I still have less than perfect thoughts and I struggle with past sin trying to produce in my flesh a longing to go back t
o the old man.  But I consider this to be different from loving others with a heart that Christ has changed.  My heart is for 
others and belongs to God, but the members of my body still wage war against my soul and this inner battle is distressin
g at times.  Sometimes I feel a million miles away from temptation and weakness.  Other times it knocks on the door per
sistently and I moan internally in my disdain for its presence upon me.

Re: , on: 2009/2/23 13:19
"There is a book and it's called Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians please read this. " murrcolr

Yes.  Thank you.

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/23 18:35

Quote:
-------------------------
ccrider wrote:

I see nothing in the Bible that describes 'a second blessing' or a 'second work of grace' in this manner.  Therefore I agree with Hudson Taylor, who, alt
hough not a 'scholar' who dissected the "we's" or the "be's" or the "I will's" of scripture in meticulous fashion, he was someone who fought hard in since
rity for the understanding in his heart and left scholarly knowledge to the wind.  And what he sought, he found, not as a second work but a first work th
at wasn't entirely realized.
-------------------------

First Hudson Taylor speaks of a need he seen in his life.

"Perhaps I shall make myself more clear if I go back a little. Well, dearie, my mind has been greatly exercised for six or e
ight months past, feeling the need personally, and for our Mission, of more holiness, life, power in our souls" 

"But personal need stood first and was the greatest. I felt the ingratitude, the danger, the sin of not living nearer to God. I
prayed, agonised, fasted, strove, made resolutions, read the Word more diligently, sought more time for
retirement and meditation - but all was without effect. Every day, almost every hour, the consciousness of sin oppressed
me"

This is what they call the Crisis before Sanctification where the Holy Spirit highlights sin your life.

Hudson Taylor was trying in his own strength.
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"All the time I felt assured that there was in Christ all I needed, but the practical question was how to get it out. He was ri
ch, truly, but I was poor; He strong, but I weak. I knewfull well that there was in the root, the stem, abundant
fatness; but how to get it into my puny little branch was the question"

Its starts to dawn on Hudson that it is by faith that the sanctification comes.

"As gradually the light was dawning on me, I
saw that faith was the only prerequisite, was the hand to lay hold on His fullness and make it my own"

Hudson is clearing stating that he is searching for the fullness (Entire Sanctifcation)

"When my agony of soul was at its height, a sentence in a letter from dear McCarthy was used to remove the scales fro
m my eyes, and the Spirit of God revealed the truth of our oneness with Jesus as I had never known it before"

Very strong words from Hudson angony of soul he was very desperate for God to do a work in him would you agree.

"McCarthy, who had been much exercised by the same sense of failure, but saw the light before I did, wrote, (I quote fro
m memory): Â“But how to get faith strengthened?"

McCarthy a regenerate man saw the light before I did. These men where searching for a deeper working of God in there
life and claim to have found it.

"Not by striving after faith, but by resting on the Faithful One.Â” As I read I saw it all! Â“If we believe not, he abideth faithf
ul.Â” I looked to Jesus and saw (and when I saw, oh, how joy flowed!) that He had said, Â“I will never leave you.Â” Â“Ah,
there is rest!Â” I thought. Â“I have striven in vain to rest in Him. IÂ’ll strive no more. For has He not promised to abide wit
h me - never to leave me, never to fail me?Â” And, dearie, He never will! But this was not all He showed me, not the one
half. As I thought of the vine and the branches, what light the blessed Spirit poured direct into my soul! How great seeme
d my mistake in having wished to get the fullness out of Him. I saw not only that Jesus would never leave me, but that I 
was member of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. The vine now I see is not the root merely, but all - root, stem, br
anches, twigs, leaves, flowers, fruit: and Jesus is not only that: He is soil and sunshine, air and showers, and ten thousa
nd times more than we have ever dreamed, wished for, or needed. Oh, the joy of seeing this truth! I do pray that the eye
s of your understanding be enlightened, that you may know and enjoy the riches freely given us in Christ."

As Hudson saw these things they were being made fully manifest within through entire sanctification. He entered His Re
st.

"As I thought of the vine and the branches, what light the blessed Spirit poured direct into my soul" 

There it is the second work of sanctification. Notice how he states it was poured into his soul.

"I am no longer anxious about anything"

Before the second work he was anxious know he is no longer anxious.

"I am no better than before (may I not say, in a sense, I do not wish to be, nor amI striving to be); but I am dead and buri
ed with Christ - aye, and risen too and ascended; and nowChrist lives in me, and Â“the life that I nowlive in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for meÂ”. I now believe I am dead to sin. Go
d reckons me so, and tells me to reckon myself so."

The way Hudson is writing it reads that he had another experience and since that time he is dead to sin and risen with C
hrist.

So there is a before and after so this is a definite work apart from regeneration. To claim anything else from Hudson Tayl
or testimony would be wrong.

Out of this I see a typical testimony of someone who has recieved the second blessing. Hudson says this "The sweetest 
part, if one may speak of one part being sweeter than another, is the rest which full identification with Christ brings" this f
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ull indentification is the second blessing or what I call entire sanctification he very clearly states that there is different par
ts and the sweetest if full identfication with Christ.

Today we have been taught that we have it all. Which is true when Christ died the work was finished. But the truth of the
matter is that although Christ has finished the work we are not walking in that finished work.

If the church today was walking in Christ's finished work we would not have the problems in the church that we have tod
ay.

One of the things I first heard God say to me was "THE CHURCH IS DEAD" but on the other hand we have all this Chris
tians running around saying that God has finished the work in them.

So who is right God or the Christians the bible tells us that in the last days 2 Tim 3v5 Having a form of godliness, but de
nying the power thereof: from such turn away.

Today in church we have a form of Godliness but deny the power of God to cleanse our hearts from sin. We claim to be 
dead to the old man because we have been taught a lie. Mention Holiness and we are told oh that a process an ongoing
work. Rubbish's that a lie from the pits of hell told by men who have not got the power of God in  there lifes and seek to j
ustify there weak carnal christian walk that they walk.

Go and look at the posts at the start of the thread where I am told that this is entire sanctification is hersey. No your a de
ad carnal christian that has no idea of truth.

My dear people God is about Move again when he does Holiness will be evident again in Gods people. We must embra
ce the cross and die to our selfs and have our hearts cleansed how because it's the only way God will get glory out of a 
man.   

Re:  - posted by clintstone (), on: 2009/2/23 19:13
 the bible says . that mans sins when he is tempted and drawn away of his own lusts, it also says that Jesus has made a
way of escape from, or out of, every temptation. the heart in the bible is refering to what pumps ,or motivates  all of our a
ctions and coarse of conduct. Just like the physical heart in our bodies pumps or motivates the life within us. which is the
blood. so , We as Christians have the life of Jesus , through His blood , which represents His motive to love the Lord His
God with all His heart all His soul , and all His strength. All of Jesus' actions and coarse of conduct Glorified, and manife
sted God perfectly, that is why we can call Him emanuel, meaning , God is with us.  Now when we honestly live and abid
e in Him, we know we do so by Loving God as He did and thereby keep His commandments..and the great  Commandm
ent , which all the others are fulfilled in , is , to love the Lord with all our heart soul and strenght and our nieghbor as ours
elf. Jesus said that He could only do those things He saw His Father do and only say those things He heard His Father s
ay. and Jesus said let your yes be yes and your no be no , anything more comes of evil, and Jesus said if your eye is sin
gle your whole body would be full of light , and yet if that light that is in you is darkness how great is that darkness. All thr
ee of passages have to do with being sure that we know we are right in our  relations with God ourselves and others, an
d that we are focused on the truth and not a lie and that we stay in line with whatever truths we know, and to keep sayin
g yes to God as much as He chooses to reveal more truth too us ,in us and through us , just exactly as Jesus was conse
crated to do. Hence , came Jesus' words to John the babtist before he babtised Him in the jordan river " suffer it to be so
, unto all righteousness."

Re:  - posted by clintstone (), on: 2009/2/23 19:39
is a little baby born perfectly, faultless , blameless ? Yes most certainly the child is. perfection is a state of the heart or wi
ll. All we have to do is believe on Jesus the author and perfecter and finisher of our commitment{ faith . we are iether abi
ding in Jesus and thereby perfect already or we are not abiding in Him and sinning by our choice and thereby not sanctifi
ed,or perfect , while choosing to disobey the command of God, perfection is not a process. perfection happens in the twi
nkling of an eye, just as fast as a choice to believe does.
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Re: , on: 2009/2/24 7:36
clintstone.  The question to you was presented this way: the need for mercy and grace.

"Because I see a contradiction. If one is in the state of entire sanctification, and holy "as He is", then why the need to bol
dly approach the throne room to 'find' mercy and grace? Firstly, why would the perfected sinner, who is "holy as He is", n
eed mercy or grace? The fact that one is going boldy to the throne to find something suggests a need or something to b
e found. What is it that is lacking within us which requires us to go to the throne to begin with? Why would someone in a 
state of "sinless perfection" need mercy or grace? Secondly, Can we discern here the difference between having been p
erfected in Christ and "being perfect" as sinless humans? I see quite a difference."

My question to those who argue sinless perfection is this:  Is the throne of mercy and grace for you?  And if it is for you, 
why would you need it?  

I understand all that is said here about loving God and one another.  I understand about abiding in Him and surrendering
self and letting Him be our strength... our all in all.  

But Paul was clear about some things: 1 Cor

 24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.

 25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it 
to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beatin
g the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualif
ied for the prize.

And if I understand correctly when Peter was doing the very thing with Jewish traditions that he knew not to, at this point 
he was not entirely sanctified because of disobedience?  This is the problem with secular terminology.  There is no "entir
e sanctification" in the Bible... just sanctification.  Whoever attached 'entire' and made it a theology has confused many.  
"Entire" is all encompasssing so there can be no degrees of the word 'entire'.  I don't see how one can be entirely sanctif
ied a year ago but perhaps falls into drunkenness 'today' in state of despair because their spouse was killed in a car acci
dent and they are searching for answers.  So is Peter entirely sanctified when he was in disobedience?  I gather that the
answer is no since it has been said that one cannot be in disobedience and be entirely sanctified as it was said quote:

"we are iether abiding in Jesus and thereby perfect already or we are not abiding in Him and sinning by our choice and t
hereby not sanctified,or perfect , while choosing to disobey the command of God, perfection is not a process"

My understanding then, based on this, was that Peter was not entirely sanctified.  Yet a great man of God who was even
tually crucified for His Lord.  The fact that he made a judgment to disobey prompted God, in His divine providence and m
ercy, to send Paul to rebuke him.  Did Peter learn from this?  Oh yes.  Was this learning an instantaneous work of grace 
and perfection at Pentecost?  How could it be, it was subsequent to that.  Perhaps Peter missed the second work of gra
ce after Pentecost, perhaps he rejected the blessing, the Bible doesn't say.   Regardless, Peter matured and grew as a r
esult of this rebuke and the Holy Spirit made it a point to include this event in Paul's writing.

Re:  - posted by menderofnets (), on: 2009/2/24 8:10
Is a baby faultless?

If yes, at what precise point does that perfect baby become imperfect?  At what point does sin become the dominant forc
e?  Childhood?  Youth?  Show me the Scripture, not just interpretative theology here, because this is a critical issue.  Th
e answer here has major implications upon our understanding of sin and holiness.

Is a baby not perfect?

I'm deliberately not posting answers here, because this is a serious issue but doctrines of 'entire' sanctification suggestin
g utter perfection have to contend with those Christians who are justified but not 'entirely' sanctified.

Who here is perfect?  Line up please...  If this is the case, methinks there will be very, VERY few people who will make it
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to heaven finally (say about 144,000 anyone?).

Again, I'm not giving any answers, just asking some serious questions.

Sometimes it makes you wonder why aggressive atheism is on the rise...

Re: , on: 2009/2/24 8:45
"So there is a before and after so this is a definite work apart from regeneration. To claim anything else from Hudson Ta
ylor testimony would be wrong."  murrcolr

This is correct.  Hudson Taylor learned that the secret is in the receiving not the 'doing'. But the struggle doesn't end ther
e.  The struggle to be enlightened to the fact that we are to walk in the finished work of Christ is over once we realize the
simplicity of it and receive it in faith.  But the world is the same, temptations are still there, and God still presents us with 
challenges to trust Him.  I believe that some who have been enlightened to the finished work of Christ can still hic-cup in 
their relationship with God.  I picked Hudson as an example because he rejects the notion of 'a second work'.  I have to 
agree, sanctification is in the same Bible as everything else concerning salvation. 

Christian Wismer Ruth wrote about temptations peculiar to the sanctified.  In it he said:

>>>>>"A good soldier must learn to take blows as well as to give blows; a good sailor must learn how to utilize a headwi
nd.

Temptations and trials are to the spiritual life, what the exercises in a gymnasium are to the physical life.

Thus we become stronger and more useful. Having passed through the ordeal ourselves we know the better how to help
, and how to sympathize with, others who may be passing through similar trials. When we ourselves have received help,
and been divinely comforted in the midst of Â“our tribulation,Â” we will Â“be able to comfort them which are in any troubl
e, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GodÂ” (2 Cor. 1:4). Because Christ Â“Himself hath suffered 
being tempted, He is able to succour them that are temptedÂ” (Heb. 2:18).

It is by trials and temptations that He Â“provesÂ” us, and discovers the sincerity of our purpose, and the fidelity and loyal
ty of our hearts. It is thus Â“that the trial of your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth, though it be tried wit
h fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus ChristÂ” (1 Peter 1:7). 

Some Christians have supposed that if they were sanctified wholly they would henceforth have no more trials or temptati
ons, and would have nothing to do but to rejoice and shout the high praises of God; but they soon become disillusioned, 
for it is likely they will now experience more intense, if not more frequent, assaults from the enemy than ever before. Thi
s is on the principle that burglars will make a more determined effort to burglarize a mansion known to possess great we
alth and riches, than they would to burglarize some vacant or dilapidated shack."

Re: , on: 2009/2/24 9:00
....continued from prior post.....

This is a potential reality.  I was led to Hebrews and read about the analogy of the Israelites not entering the Promised L
and because of their unbelief.  The Holy Spirit showed me that Christ can conquer the giants of my sin if I enter fully into 
Him.  Before this, I tried in my own strength but I still loved God.  After this I listened to a man named Dale Yocum and R
.G. Flexon as well as others. I got much out of their preaching and listened to others as well.

The problem I have with many who discuss sanctification is that many unwittingly lord it over others and give an unrealis
tic expectation of perfection as if those who receive have joined this 'super-holy' club.  As if they have 'arrived' and nothi
ng further is needed in relationship to God in Christ.  As if there are no more struggles, problems, challenges.  As if SAN
CTIFICATION IS AN END UNTO ITSELF.  That is not the Bible that I read with Paul or anyone else.  There is nothing w
rong with discussing sanctification but it is not something that can be intellectually attained....  hence Hudson Taylor.  Go
d saw his ernest heart in wanting truth.  The Bible says:

"those who hunger and thirst for righteousness WILL BE FILLED" Matt 5:6
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Are we praying for those who receive the message of sanctification to have the hunger Hudson did? Or are we trying in 
our own strength to explain it and steer people to other's who can explain it?
We can talk of our own experience of sanctification all day long but that doesn't lend understanding to the receiving party
.  As a matter of fact, it may confuse them more.  I challenge some who preach sanctification because there are things t
hat need to be admitted candidly and an acknowledgement that explanation isn't an end to itself and confusion is not just
the response of the person receiving the message but we must also hold ourselves accountable for some of the confusi
on that may exist.

Re:  - posted by menderofnets (), on: 2009/2/24 9:18

Quote:
-------------------------we must also hold ourselves accountable for some of the confusion that may exist.
-------------------------

Very true for many things if we're honest.

Our understanding of the truth of holiness is an ever-deepening awareness of the nature of our holy God.  The further w
e go in our Christian life, the more we see the marks of sin upon God's creation, the more we see the depth of our own r
ebellious history, the more we see those who reject God celebrating their defiance, the more we become aware of how 
wholly-other God is, the more we find ourselves hungering and thirsty after Him.

Somewhere along the line we move from the beauty of forgiveness of our sin to a growing hatred of sin (hopefully coupl
ed with a growing love similar to that of God's) for His people.  Promises abound in Scripture of how God will give His pe
ople greater depths of mercy and grace.

In truth, most of the teaching I have heard on sanctification is of the perfect-now type, along with an implied superiority st
atus for those Christians reaching this state.  But there is a lot of truly good teaching around as well, as is the case with 
many aspects of theology.

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2009/2/24 10:25
What is Man? 
by T. Austin-Sparks 

Chapter 4 - The Nature of Sanctification 

While we cannot extend ourselves to a comprehensive consideration of the subject of sanctification, we are sure that a v
ery great deal of confusion through false conceptions would be removed if it were seen in the light of the difference betw
een soul and spirit. For, indeed, this is the key of the matter. As sanctification is but the continuation of regeneration, bec
ause regeneration is but sanctification begun, it has to be seen as in the same sphere as new birth. We have said that in
new birth it is not the soul but the spirit that is born from aboveÂ—or born again. 

The soul remains prone to evil to the end. This fact constitutes the basis for the whole doctrine of sanctification, inasmuc
h as the New Testament is one big exhortation to spiritual progress by spiritual ascendancy. There is ever an enemy to 
holiness in man's own nature, and holiness in us is not fixed and static, it is progressive. All trial, testing, chastening and 
suffering lose their meaning if there is no ground or fear of failure. Enlargement has ever been, and ever is, by conflict. T
here has only been One in Whose nature there existed no actual and positive evil or sin. 

The question of sanctification has been greatly confused because certain Scriptures have been made basic which really 
were not meant primarily to deal with sanctification in itself. 

The Problem of Romans 7 and 1 John, etc. 

For instance, we have Romans 7, and the first Letter of John. We cannot quote the entire text, but we extract the salient 
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parts. 

"...the law is spiritual: but I am carnal... For that which I do I know not: for not what I would, that do I practise; but what I 
hate, that I do... I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me, but to do that
which is good is not". "...I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see a different law in my members, warrin
g against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched m
an that I am! who shall deliver me out of the body of this death? (or, this body of death). I thank God through Jesus Chris
t our Lord. So then I myself with the mind serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. There is no condemnati
on to them that are in Christ Jesus that the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the spirit... They that are after the spirit (do mind) the things of the spirit... the mind of the spirit is life and peace... B
ut ye are... in the spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you... If Christ is in you... the spirit is life because of righ
teousness... If by the spirit ye do mortify the deeds of the body ye shall live" (Rom 7,8). 

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us". "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
righteous to forgive... If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us". "Everyone that d
oeth sin doeth also lawlessness". "Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither 
knoweth him". "He that doeth sin is of the devil". "Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because his seed abideth 
in him: and he cannot sin, because he is begotten of God". (1 John 1:8,9,10; 3:4,6,8,9). 

On the face of it, these last Scriptures appear to present a contradiction of the first magnitude, but as the Word of God c
annot contradict itself there must be some way in which they are all true. 

But first let us repeat that these Scriptures were not written in the first instance in connection with sanctification. Romans
7 was written in relation to justification and deliverance from the law. 1 John was written in relation to a true and a false 
Christianity, the genuine new birth, and the claim of some to be Christians. The two categories are represented by two cl
auses or phrases: "We know"; "He that saith". One indicates living experience, the other the unsubstantiated claim. Apos
tasy was in view with John. 

But in both cases one thing is common; it is the nature of the new birth and its outworking in life afterward. Sanctification
comes up as one with regeneration in nature, but as the issue and progressive outworking of regeneration. We cannot th
erefore read Romans 7 without going on into Chapter 8, and we cannot read 1 John without noting all of its governing w
ords, such as "walk", "abide", "practise". We will touch that again. 

The Place in Experience of Romans 7 

We must first of all place this chapter. To what part of man's history or experience does it belong? Is it the experience of 
one who has no inward work of the Holy Spirit, or is it that of one who has been spiritually quickened? We think that it is 
the latter. There are several reasons for this conclusion. Firstly, the letter was written to believers, amongst whom were 
Jewish converts whose clean cut with the law had not been made, and who, on the one hand, were in a state of unsettle
d and restless or uncertain spiritual life, really neither one thing nor the other as to daily experience, failing and repenting
, failing and repenting in monotonous repetition, and almost despairing of victory; and, on the other hand, needing furthe
r enlightenment and instruction as to what being "in Christ Jesus" really means. They were not in liberty or deliverance b
ecause of an inadequate apprehension of the death and resurrection of Christ; that is, of its representative aspect as in 
addition to its substitutionary. Secondly, Paul, having already stated what identification with Christ really means (Chapter
6), goes on to show that its result is to draw a line between the flesh and the spirit in the believer, and makes the deman
d that the "walk" shall be in the spirit. Failure to do this always produces the state set forth in Chapter 7. It was a conditio
n not uncommon amongst Christians even in New Testament times, as see 1 Corinthians and Galatians, and which dre
w out the mass of New Testament writings. 

The Effect of Spiritual Awakening 

Thirdly (and this is a fairly strong point) writing many years later the Apostle said that in his unregenerate days his positi
on as to the righteousness which is of the law was "found blameless" (see Phil 3). He puts himself into Romans 7 and th
ere says that the law was too much for him; it smote him; it slew him; he could not stand up to it. Under its burden he cri
ed "O wretched man", not "found blameless". Something must have happened to disturb his complacency and make him
such a divided man with civil war raging within. In the unregenerate man conscience was hiding behind the ritual and ob
servance of the law. Rigid observance of its forms and rites made conscience play deceiving tricks; saying peace, peace
, when there was no peace. But when the time of spiritual awakening comes, this kind of thing can go on no longer. It ca

Page 33/39



Scriptures and Doctrine :: Entire Sanctification

nnot play deceit any more, and, while there may be some flirting with sin on the part of the soul, the awakened and quick
ened spirit hates and loathes its own soul and calls a spade a spadeÂ—that is, calls sin sin! Instead of treating the cere
monial law as an offset to the moral, it sees that the latter is the important one, and that "to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams" (1 Sam 15:22). 

Two Possible EvilsÂ—Romans 7, or Antinomianism 

Unless the meaning and value of the death and resurrection of Christ is known, and the truth of identification by faith the
rewith, one of two terrible things will follow. Either there will be a history such as is set forth in Romans 7, a history of str
uggle, longing and defeat: fear of going back on faith in Christ, and yet deep disappointment with the Christian life: leadi
ng ever nearer to despair and gloom; or else there will set in that terrible, conscious-searing, spirit-deadening evil known
as antinomianism. It might be useful to state here what that doctrine is. The word isÂ—anti, against, and nomos, law. Th
e term was first used by Luther as a designation of the followers of John Agricola, who maintained that the moral law wa
s not binding, as such, upon Christians. But the thing itself existed long before Luther's time or the name given to it. Fro
m the earliest Christian times, there have been those who have denied that the law was of use or obligation under the G
ospel dispensation. It would appear from several passages in the New Testament (Rom 3:8,31; 6:1; Eph 5:6; 2 Peter 2:1
8,19), that the principle was at work even in Apostolic times, for in those passages the Apostles warn their converts agai
nst perversions of their teaching as an excuse for licentiousness. At the heart of this doctrine there lies a mistaken interp
retation of the doctrine of justification by faith. Some have in the past even taught that, being spiritual, their nature could 
not be corrupted, whatever their moral conduct might be; or that an elect person did not sin even when he committed act
ions in themselves evil. 

Now, no one would sponsor such a doctrine deliberately, but the principle may operate all the same. Justification by faith
: having finality and fullness of perfection in Christ: Final Perseverance, i.e. once in grace always in grace: and suchlike 
beliefs, canÂ—strange to sayÂ—produce a hard and legal kind of Christianity if wrongly held, and result in many things 
which may be either positively evil, questionable, or other than according to the graciousness of Christ. 

Two Doctrines of Sanctification 

From the Scriptures it is possible to frame two mutually exclusive doctrines of sanctification. One is that our sanctificatio
n is in Christ Jesus, complete and perfect, and, having taken Him as our holiness objectively, we must just trust that He 
answers for us in all Divine demands and requirements. We in ourselves are not holy, and it can only be contrary to faith
, and an unhealthy introspection or subjectivity, if we become intensely occupied with the matter of personal holiness. W
e must believe that His Cross has done something which holds good in the sight of God in spite of our state, and "lookin
g unto Jesus", or the attitude of faith, is the way, and the only way, of deliverance from despair or unrest. We have no he
sitation in saying that such is a mixed and indefinite position. It uses certain glorious truths to obscure other equally glori
ous truths. This is a position which makes it necessary for those who hold it to keep ever on their guard lest their defenc
es are broken down. They are always having to go round to see if their position is intact. It really does not settle the ques
tion when they either fall into sin and its resultant shame, or meet another and more desirable position in teaching, or tho
se who have it. They know that they cannot accept an alternative position which to them goes to the other extreme, and 
so they have to dig themselves into that which is not perfectly satisfactory. 

The other doctrine is that which, with varying forms of words and phraseology, and minor shades of differences, means t
hat sanctification is the rooting out, eradication, cleansing, destroying of all sin, so that a sanctified person does not sin, 
and cannot sin; the sin nature has been fully dealt with. To those who hold this view, sanctificationÂ—in this sense here 
mentionedÂ—is an act, a conclusive experience at a given moment, just as is new birth; and it is to be taken as such by 
faith. 

Here, again, we have to say that there is mixture and a position which has brought a very great number of believers into 
confusion and despair. We say that both of these positions have Scripture used for their support, and when you look at t
he Scriptures, on the face of them, there seems to be such support. 

The passages cited from John's Epistle appear to present a contradiction: 

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us". 
"He that doeth sin is of the devil". 
"Whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither knoweth him". 
"Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not". 
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"Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin:Â… he cannot sin". 

These words must be regarded as all addressed to Christians. This seems proved by Chapter 1:7: "If we walk in the light
... the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth (Gk., cleanses, or is cleansing; present active tense) us from all sin". 

Here, then, is the position. A child of God has to walk in the light, confess his sins, acknowledge sinfulness, and, as he d
oes so, the Blood keeps on cleansing. At the same time "He that doeth sin is of the devil", and "Whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him, neither knoweth him". And yet, again, at the same time "Whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin...he c
annot sin". 

The usual way through the apparent dilemma is to correct the translation, and this is certainly a help; but it does not give
anything like a final clearance. Let us get the help that lies in that course by trying to retranslate the passages more accu
rately and literally. The reader of the English will understand that different Greek words are used for one common Englis
h word in certain places, and certain Greek words mean more than the English word employed for them. 

(1 John 2:29) "Everyone that practiseth (or, is practising) righteousness is begotten of him". 

(1 John 3:4) "Everyone who practiseth (or, is practising)* iniquity practiseth lawlessness". 
*FOOTNOTE: A.T. Robertson says: "The present active principle (poion) means the habit of doing".   

(1 John 3:6) "Whosoever abideth in him does not wander from (or, miss) the right path" ("sinneth not", Gk. harmartano = 
to miss the mark or the right way). Or, "Whosoever abideth in him is not missing the mark". 

(1 John 3:7) "He that doeth (or, is practising) righteossness is righteous". 

(1 John 3:9) "Whosoever hath been born of God is not practising sin (or, is not missing the mark) because a seed of him
abideth in him and he cannot be practising sin" (moral aberration). 

The help given by a knowledge of the actual words employed lies mainly in the word 'practise' as representing both an h
abitual course and a presentÂ—ever-presentÂ—conduct. 

The Real Key to Sanctification 

But all this does not settle the whole matter. We therefore submit that the key to this dilemma is the difference between s
oul and spirit. We have said that what begins in regeneration proceeds in sanctification. The carry-over of the atonement
as a sanctifying power is thus: there is in the born-again spirit a striving after holiness as well as a new desire for the Lor
d. When the spirit is renewed and quickened, something happens. That spirit itself is that in man which is the image or li
keness of God (spirit). It has been deadÂ—that is, it has been severed from its life in God, and has ceased to function in
any Divine way. The Holy Spirit, in virtue of the atonement, first renews it by cleansing and quickening, and also imparts 
Divine life (eternal life) in Christ to it, thus making it one in nature and fellowship with God. The spirit, when thus dealt wit
h, is that seed or has that seed of God which is said by the Apostle to be unable to practise sinÂ—"cannot sin". This new
'inner man' cannot be committing or practising sin. The dilemma of many is that there are two natures and two springs of
life in believers. One gives forth sweet water and the other bitter, and the Bible says that a fountain cannot do this. "Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?" (Jer 13:23). Therefore there must be two fountains. 

The soul, which is the fountain of the natural life, is poisoned and impure. It is ever prone to evil, like the "flesh" in it. The
soul is that which has to be continually subdued, won and eventually saved (Heb 10:39, etc.). 

The renewed spirit is prone to good; its course is naturally upward. The life in it makes it gravitate to its sourceÂ—God. It
judges and condemns all the motions of the flesh. It strives, as energized by the indwelling Holy Spirit, to make the whol
e man go Godward. Its nature is Divine, although it does not become the Divine Person. It is here that "there is a new cr
eation" (2 Cor 5:17), and that which "is being renewed... after the image of him that created him" (Col 3:10). 

As we have pointed out elsewhere, this is all a deeper reality than the life and motions of the soul, and registers itself co
ntinually against ourselves in the natural. There are stages in spiritual experience, more or less pronounced in different c
ases for certain reasons. The first phase may be a great and overflowing joy, with a marvellous sense of emancipation. I
n this phase extravagant things are often said as to total deliverance and final victory. An earnest of the ultimate is often 
given with the incoming of the Holy Spirit. He is that earnest, and His advent in the human spirit is celebrated with glory. 
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Then there may, and often does, come a phase of which inward conflict is the chief feature. It may be very much of a Ro
mans 7 experience. This will lead under the Lord's hand to several things; firstly, to the fuller knowledge of the meaning 
of identification with Christ, as in Romans 6. Happy the man who has been instructed in this from the beginning. 

Sanctification and Education go Together 

Then it will introduce to the way of spiritual education. Sanctification and spiritual education are one, as Hebrews 7:1-13 
makes clear. The advance in this double course is marked by the growth of the spirit. When the spirit is first quickened, it
is barely able to show its existence. It is far from able to show its mastery over soul and body. The advance of sanctificat
ion is marked by a growth of the spirit. It begins to assert its supremacy, to compel the physical and animal life to know t
heir bounds, and to obey God. The more sanctification advances, the more marked is the spiritual intelligence, power an
d life, until at last it reaches its coming-of-age in "the revealing of the sons of God... conformed to the image of his Son" (
Rom 8:19,29). This education and sanctification is the result of walking, "not after the flesh, but after the spirit". Such a w
alk leads away from carnality and babyhood, as 1 Corinthians 3 shows. 

There may be crises in this course marked by definite and tremendous experiences. But no such crisis is final: every on
e has to have an outgrowth leading to greater fullnesses. It is fatal to relate everything to a crisis or experience of years 
ago, and to stop there. So the distinction between soul and spirit is the true key to sanctification, for sanctification must n
ot be negative like innocence, but positive in the sense that it goes along with spiritual understanding and responsibility. 
Sonship, which is all of a piece with sanctification (see Rom 8) is a matter of spiritual and moral responsibility in God's h
ouse. We are born "children"; we are adopted "sons". "Adoption" in the New Testament is not bringing an outsider into th
e family, but the born one reaching his majority and being made his father's responsible representative with 'rights'. Rom
ans 7 has to do with condemnation by the law, and the big question is that of deliverance from the death which has beco
me such a real, terrible and intolerable thing because of spiritual awakening. Romans 6 shows that such deliverance fro
m death and condemnation, is by union with Christ's death and resurrection. Romans 8 transfers the law from the outsid
e as an obligation imposed, to the inside as a power imparted. Thus, in the spirit, the new covenant is written by the Spiri
t of the living God (2 Cor 3 & 4). 

It will help us if we get Paul's mental picture again. He had in mind the gladiators in the arena. (Remember, the letter wa
s to the Romans, and familiar scenes in Rome were drawn upon.) When the victorious gladiator had been given the 'thu
mb-down' signal from the judge, which meant 'kill', it was incumbent upon him to drag his victim's body round the arena f
or the spectators to applaud. It was a horrible and loathsome thing, and the one who had to do it would be longing to rea
ch the exit. Paul imagined such an one saying to himself, "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from this dea
d body?" and then, espying an exit, he cried, 'Thank God, through here!' This was carried over into Christian truth, and t
he way out for the "wretched man" was "through our Lord Jesus Christ". This has been more fully explained as being thr
ough His death, burial and resurrection. So then, the death of Christ is something to be made good in a believer's life by 
the Holy Spirit, through faith's deliberate identification. Then the resurrection of Christ is likewise proved to be a present 
mighty, delivering power; or the power by which the believer, by the spirit, puts to death the doings of the flesh.

Re: , on: 2009/2/24 13:02
Sanctification and Education go Together

"Then it will introduce to the way of spiritual education. Sanctification and spiritual education are one, as Hebrews 7:1-13
makes clear. The advance in this double course is marked by the growth of the spirit. When the spirit is first quickened, it
is barely able to show its existence. It is far from able to show its mastery over soul and body. The advance of sanctificat
ion is marked by a growth of the spirit. It begins to assert its supremacy, to compel the physical and animal life to know t
heir bounds, and to obey God. The more sanctification advances, the more marked is the spiritual intelligence, power an
d life, until at last it reaches its coming-of-age in "the revealing of the sons of God... conformed to the image of his Son" (
Rom 8:19,29). This education and sanctification is the result of walking, "not after the flesh, but after the spirit". Such a w
alk leads away from carnality and babyhood, as 1 Corinthians 3 shows. 

There may be crises in this course marked by definite and tremendous experiences. But no such crisis is final: every on
e has to have an outgrowth leading to greater fullness. It is fatal to relate everything to a crisis or experience of years ag
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o, and to stop there. So the distinction between soul and spirit is the true key to sanctification, for sanctification must not 
be negative like innocence, but positive in the sense that it goes along with spiritual understanding and responsibility."  T
. Austin Sparks

Let's look at two things mentioned by Brother Sparks:

1. "The advance of sanctification is marked by a growth of the spirit"

2. "This education and sanctification is the result of walking, "not after the flesh, but after the spirit". Such a walk leads a
way from carnality and babyhood, as 1 Corinthians 3 shows. "

I think many take the two things mentioned here and ascribe it to mean 'regeneration'.  

Sanctification as being the experience of being dead to sin and alive unto Christ, and education as the spiritual walk in r
elationship.  In education there is relationship, one teaches the other learns.  Rightly or wrongly, many do not separate s
anctification out of regeneration, rather it's fused together....  they know something has happened, they hate the act of si
n, they hate the temptation to sin, they see Christ as their victory over sin, they see a need to abide in Christ, they see Hi
m as their strength, and they love righteousness.  They also understand that after this point in time when they hate the si
n they once loved, that, no matter how much they hate the sin, they cannot overcome it without Christ in them as their st
rength.  Some see this in futility, others seek it out and find that they must take it as faith in the finished work of the cross
.  We must make no excuses for sin but we must also understand our weakness, not taking for granted a perfected state
incapable of falling.  

By walking in the spirit and forsaking the flesh, they are under the regenerating work of the spirit.  What seemed impossi
ble to overcome a year ago when not sanctified, has been taken away.  However, their walk in the Spirit isn't recognized 
just by this 'spiritual rest' in Christ, but also in their time spent with the Lord.  They spend more time with the Lord than th
ey used to... and if they don't...  they know they daily bread is missing.  I believe that 'growth of the spirit' Brother Sparks 
talks about is expressed succinctly by John the Baptist when he stated "He must increase and I must decrease".  Many 
view this as regeneration....  the decrease of 'self' and the increase of 'Him'.  And the see this as a living, active, progres
sive relationship with our Savior in the Holy Spirit.  Hairs can be split on exact terminology but there seems to be an over
lap of theology that presents itself as similar in regards to the nature of sanctification and regeneration.  Brother Sparks 
has clarified this a little for me.  But I say this with caution as some see terminology as 'absolutes'....  However, I'm not w
ired in this manner.

Paul Washer has said this:  "to those who tell me that they have a 'new' relationship with Christ, I must then ask them:  t
hat's nice, but do you have a new relationship with sin?  Because if you do not have a new relationship with sin (as in th
e negative and inverse) you don't have a new relationship with Christ".

He doesn't espouse this as a theology and I don't recall him saying that this is 'sanctification'.  Rather he says this as a 
matter of common sense...  you can't have a 'new' relationship with Christ unless He increases and you decrease which,
by way of simple consequence, puts sin in its proper place....  out with the old man.

This, however, does not mean your walk has ended... actually it is a walk anew.

Brother Dale Yocum talks of being on an airplane and not having much money.  The airline attendant asks him if he wou
ld like breakfast.  Not wanting to spend the money he says: 'no thank you'.  But he sees everyone with a meal and it sme
lled so very good. He was exhausted from travel and needed some energy.  At that time the attendant came up and ask
ed "would you like breakfast now".  At this point he could not resist so he asked "well how much does it cost?" to which t
he attendant replied "IT'S INCLUDED IN THE COST!". "Well then, bring on the breakfast..." 

This analogy speaks of the finished work of the cross....  victory is included in the price Christ paid.  But we have to ackn
owledge this and receive it...then we can be filled with the Spirit as Brother Dale was filled with eggs and ham!!!  

Thank you for the Sparks post.
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Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2009/2/24 15:57

Quote:
-------------------------
AbideinHim wrote:
What is Man? 
by T. Austin-Sparks 

The Real Key to Sanctification 

But all this does not settle the whole matter. We therefore submit that the key to this dilemma is the difference between soul and spirit. 
The soul, which is the fountain of the natural life, is poisoned and impure. It is ever prone to evil, like the "flesh" in it. The soul is that which has to be c
ontinually subdued, won and eventually saved (Heb 10:39, etc.). 

The renewed spirit is prone to good; its course is naturally upward. The life in it makes it gravitate to its sourceÂ—God. It judges and condemns all the 
motions of the flesh. It strives, as energized by the indwelling Holy Spirit, to make the whole man go Godward. Its nature is Divine, although it does not
become the Divine Person. It is here that "there is a new creation" (2 Cor 5:17), and that which "is being renewed... after the image of him that created 
him" (Col 3:10). 

As we have pointed out elsewhere, this is all a deeper reality than the life and motions of the soul, and registers itself continually against ourselves in t
he natural. There are stages in spiritual experience, more or less pronounced in different cases for certain reasons. The first phase may be a great and
overflowing joy, with a marvellous sense of emancipation. In this phase extravagant things are often said as to total deliverance and final victory. An ea
rnest of the ultimate is often given with the incoming of the Holy Spirit. He is that earnest, and His advent in the human spirit is celebrated with glory. 

Then there may, and often does, come a phase of which inward conflict is the chief feature. It may be very much of a Romans 7 experience. This will l
ead under the Lord's hand to several things; firstly, to the fuller knowledge of the meaning of identification with Christ, as in Romans 6. Happy the man 
who has been instructed in this from the beginning. 
-------------------------

The key to this dilemma of Entire Sanctification is the difference between soul and spirit. Austin hits the nail on the head 
when he brings up this point and this is how I understand the work of sanctification.

We are Spirit, Soul and Body. When we are regenerated our Spirit is born again. There is no further work needed in this 
area of our lives what God did was perfect.

Our Soul at this stage is the same soul we had before we are born again. This is the area that needs to be purified. This 
is the area where sin (Inbred Sin) still lays claim to.

The subject of Sanctification and learning is something I could agree to. When I was Born Again I learnt a lot more about
life in a few years than I did up to the point of being Born Again.

Samuel Brengle also brings up that point in one of his books about sanctification and learning can't remember what the 
book is called or I would provide a link.

Re:  - posted by clintstone (), on: 2009/2/24 19:29
first off there is a difference between justification and sanctification they are two distinct words that have very different
meanings .a newborn babe is perfect and faultless , meaning He knows not right from wrong and knows not  how to
distinguish such . The baby is a perfect moral being until the law comes and sin is revived, this is usually called the age
of accountability. parents are charged by God to raise thier children in the admonition of the Lord and the First command
given to all people is to Honor thier father and mother. God is not the author of Sin , is He ??? who forms the child in the
womb,, God does ,, does'nt He ??? is God the author of sin??, no . when does the child get open to being tempted???
varys' ,probably a lot by His parents, would'nt you think ?  Sin is not ANYTHING involuntary, the whole of sin is about
Choice , that is why God says Choose , this day , who you will serve.. When does a child learn about servitude ? ,
probably depends on a number of relations in his life . I am glad you are seeking Truth , asking serious  questions . The
bible never contradicts itself , yet the way it is interpreted sure contradicts and confuses many of the bibles teachings .
The bible fits us perfectly and we therefore can fit the bible perfectly , and with the proper expounding, believing of, and
continued abiding in truth, we will be free, and this Freedom  Is a perfect Law of Liberty .The law of the Spirit sets us free
from the law of sin and death . How free is free ?? e asking how free is free is like asking how perfect is perfect, once i
am free is getting free still a process then ? No this could not be. So , once that i have decided to Love the lord my God
with all my heart soul and body as long as i honestly do this , i am sanctified , Holy , perfect as he is perfect. now i know
there is cleansing in heart soul and body . I know this is by Jesus blood  . Yet He gave His life 2000 years ago that i may
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now Choose this day to take by faith what He has been made for me , which is wisdom, righteousness, redemption , and
sanctification . sanctification means , set apart for His holy purposes, it means truly chooseing to Live   " UNTO ALL RIG
HTEOUSNESS " with our hearts ,souls and minds. it also means choosing wisdom , with all our hearts souls and minds. 
it means choosing all that Jesus ,is was , and evermore shall be with all our hearts souls and minds .. this leads me to b
e very saddened and stirred in prayer that the Questions are backwards!!! the question should be who does not know th
at we are commanded to Be perfect and holy as He is perfectly and Holy. who does not know that there are perfect peop
le out there in this world that love the lord thier God with all that is in them. that live Holy and blameless before God thier 
maker IN THIS WORLD that are Cleansed by the Living  Blood of Jesus, the king of kings and Lord of Lords . We can o
dey and trust God perfectly , all He requires of us is to do what we know He would have us do and that is to reach out an
d take His hand everywhere He cheers us on to , and to abide in all of Jesus that the Holy Spirit has revealed to us ... If 
you are really hungry to have excellent theology that will make straight many paths . read Charles Finney sytematic theo
logy. learn it study it , go over it take a year if you need to, to know what God requires is not hard at all. It is letting Him ki
ll us before He revives us , that is a stumbling block to finding this perfect life that is Jesus. Having the mind of Christ , is 
simply yielding too God our Father as Jesus Did, when we choose this we are one with the sanctifier and perfect as God
calls it , and this is in spirit ,in soul , and in body, no matter how man tries to say it is not so. I am happy to know that ma
ny are perfect in God, by God and for God. This perfection that God requires and calls us to and gives grace each day to
walk in , is called the new and living way, in the book of hebrews and it is called the walk of the spirit in galatians , the op
posite of walking in , or a minding of the flesh. It is impossible to be partly obedient and partly disobedient at the same ti
me.  a new born babe in Christ will desire the milk of the word of God because He has a new life and He wants nothing 
more than to be nourished in it , and to  walk it out and give it forth to others . A new born baby in the natural cries out fo
r milk , the sincere milk of the living word is that which reveals too all mankind that we  can truly live by  the command an
d recieve the  promise given by God to" BE ye Holy as I am Holy and be ye perfect as I am Perfect. Blameless before ou
r maker . The bible does not say we are becoming perfect anywhere in it. It does not saythat Jesus was becoming perfe
ct iether. yet, the bible does say that He learned obedience by the things He suffered. He was always perfect before He 
ever suffered anything.His being perfect was not from the outside in . it was from the inside out. His sufferings show us h
ow great a hope we have in Him. this is why paul wanted so much to know Him , in the power of His ressurection and th
e fellowship of His sufferings . ressurection life and the sufferings that come from walking in Jesus are the hallmarks of o
ne who is sanctified , set apart , wholly Gods own. One that can have much meat, ever doing the will of God . This is Per
fection and it is attainable in this world and in this life we have in it.
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