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Should i have reason to be fearful , on: 2009/2/16 23:16
AS i have said that i feel that the presence of the lord has left me now for almost 2 years now ever since i continued in m
y sexual sin with my wife before we were married and the bad thing is that she was never saved, i even told god while i 
was severely depressed that i guess you could send me to hell and let me and her marry one another because i knew n
o matter what if i lost her i was going to go under great depression, the lord let us marry and i have not had the presence
of God ever since since july of 2007 and as much as i have prayed he hasn't answered me yet. At one time i had been c
hanged by God, was delivered from my homosexual feelings, from selfishness, had no desires no longer of the things in 
the world and felt as if i was walking with the lord and had no problem studying his word and being joyful and serving hi
m. I knew the truth and that jesus was the truth. I never remember repenting of my sins completely or even coming unde
r the conviction of my sins. All i did was call out to the lord for healing of a bone problem and heart palpitation problem a
nd he healed me and i instantly believed in him. I felt as if my eyes were opened and the word of god was so true, i woul
d follow the word of god and heard the holy spirit pointing out my sin. I would repent and confess. Then i fell into sexual 
sin 2 months after the lord came and i stayed in that sin for 3 years and never fully repented. I got married and then felt t
he lord leave me and since then my faith has grown cold and weak, i have had demons in my eyes torture me with depr
ession, panic attacks and fear. I can't live for god anymore, i have all this hate filled inside of me with anger, jealousy, lus
t, greed, bitterness, all of this plus more. I don't have thje same desires anymore for the lord and can't do anything about
it. I need some saints pray for me and maybe try to break down what has happened for me because i have heard people
say i might have lost my salvation according to terrifying scriptures like hebrews ch. 6, 10, peter ch. 2 and others in revel
ation and more. I have heard preachers like paul washer and other christians say i might have never been saved or i the
lord could be chastizing me. I have wondered what has happened did i ever truly repent, my answer would be i didn't, i r
eally haven't had a clear understanding of sin and repentance and even the gospel until this past year during this trial. B
ut i did believe at one time and felt as if i had a new nature not wanting the things of the world and entertainment only th
e things of God. I only to this day buy godly things and hate the things of the world but seem to be drawn back slowly. I g
et convicted seldomnly. I don't care too much more for anyone anymore, i even hate people and am very angry at them 
and have no remorse for it. What has happened to me, i look at it now nd say if i only had known what i was doing was t
hat offensive to god i would have never done it and would have repented and never went back. But i had no bible knowl
edge and actually have 4 books left to read in the bible to go in the old testament most of that has been done in the past 
2 years.And to make things worse i read this by charles finney http://www.gospeltruth.net/1839OE/391218_grieving_hs2
.htm  

Is it over for my chance to repent, why won't god come back and why does it now seem impossible to keep my faith with
out being tormented by doubts. Brothers and sisters i know you have read this from me before but i need someone who 
might have a testimony or any leading by the holy spirit to help me. I am so scared now. You have seen me respond on 
my stances with eternal security and being elected but i will say i am very fearful i might be wrong.JOhn

Re: Should i have reason to be fearful  - posted by tjservant (), on: 2009/2/16 23:22
Praying for you. 

Re:  - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/2/16 23:27
I'll pray for you too, friend.

Also, perhaps this sermon may be helpful. It is on the Prodigal Sons, but it is probably not the way you have heard it bef
ore, I would strongly encourage you to listen to it, I have seen it change people, by God's grace: 

http://www.theprodigalgod.com/listen.htm?KeepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&width=368&height=67

If I can be of any help to you, send me a PM.

With care in Christ,
Taylor
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Re: Should i have reason to be fearful  - posted by DoulosQuinn, on: 2009/2/17 3:17
the fact you are concerned is a good sign...clearly not blasphemy of The HOLY Spirit.

"without faith it is impossible to please the LORD"

faith even that you are not right in the sight of HIM.

HE died FOR us!!! while we were enemies...seriously what kind of love is that? not the kind that gives up.

Faith is hope in things that are not seen...did you hope in HIS kindness before you experienced it? Was it any less real? 
Do you pursue it with fervency? That which motivated you...what was it?

READ Psalms 51 when this happened to David. you are not the only one friend.

GOD knows we need what is real or we will not be satisfied...at some point some lie seemed better to you then the truth.
..that is when you hid your face from GOD (like the first sinners), not that HE hid from you. The WORD does say if we "e
steem inequity in our heart HE will not hear us" because we are speaking Satan's native language (falseness) and failin
g to say what we really mean to pour out to be right, but instead speak vain things that if HE did reply would leave us mo
re empty.

Friend, in any relationship we need to be right with ourselves before reconciliation with another...like when we did oursel
ves a favor by admitting our desperate need for true freedom, and forgiveness, and we became friends with GOD.

Are you willing to surrender all for love?

If so may your peace return to you...for HIS love is better than life.

Re: , on: 2009/2/17 3:48
Thank you for your words, i do feel better tonight, maybe more peace, i am very concerned and want to be made right b
efore God, i hate my current condition but i feel that i have been forever cursed by God for marrying an unbeliever and b
eing in sexual sin for so long. I truly thought God called me to preach but i can't in my current condition until i know i am t
ruly saved and forgiven, God bless you.

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2009/2/17 4:01
PSALMS 103:8-17

The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.

He will not always strive with us,
Nor will He keep His anger forever.

He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.

As far as the east is from the west,
So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

Just as a father has compassion on his children,
So the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him.

For He Himself knows our frame;
He is mindful that we are but dust.
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As for man, his days are like grass;
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.

When the wind has passed over it, it is no more,
And its place acknowledges it no longer.

But the lovingkindness of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him,
And His righteousness to childrenÂ’s children, 

Take courage brother, perhaps you could whisper or read these aloud...praying. 

PSALMS 51

1 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out 
my transgressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my sin.
3For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.
4 Against You, You only, I have sinned
And done what is evil in Your sight,So that You are justified when You speak And blameless when You judge.
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
And in sin my mother conceived me.
6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being,
And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom.
7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have broken rejoice.
9 Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
And sinners will be converted to You.
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation; Then my tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousn
ess.
15 O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Your praise.
16 For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering.
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.
18 By Your favor do good to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then You will delight in righteous sacrifices,
In burnt offering and whole burnt offering;
Then young bulls will be offered on Your altar.

Psalm 102

1 Hear my prayer, O LORD!
And let my cry for help come to You.
2 Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my distress; Incline Your ear to me; In the day when I call answer me quic
kly.
3 For my days have been consumed in smoke, And my bones have been scorched like a hearth.
4 My heart has been smitten like grass and has withered away, Indeed, I forget to eat my bread.
5 Because of the loudness of my groaning My bones cling to my flesh.
6 I resemble a pelican of the wilderness; I have become like an owl of the waste places.
7 I lie awake, I have become like a lonely bird on a housetop.
8 My enemies have reproached me all day long;
Those who deride me have used my name as a curse.
9 For I have eaten ashes like bread And mingled my drink with weeping
10 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath,
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For You have lifted me up and cast me away.
11 My days are like a lengthened shadow, And I wither away like grass.
12 But You, O LORD, abide forever, And Your name to all generations.
13 You will arise and have compassion on Zion; For it is time to be gracious to her, For the appointed time has come.
14 Surely Your servants find pleasure in her stones And feel pity for her dust.
15 So the nations will fear the name of the LORD
And all the kings of the earth Your glory.
16 For the LORD has built up Zion; He has appeared in His glory.
17 He has regarded the prayer of the destitute
And has not despised their prayer.
18 This will be written for the generation to come, That a people yet to be created may praise the LORD.
19 For He looked down from His holy height;
From heaven the LORD gazed upon the earth,
20 To hear the groaning of the prisoner,
To set free those who were doomed to death,
21 That men may tell of the name of the LORD in Zion
And His praise in Jerusalem,
22 When the peoples are gathered together,
And the kingdoms, to serve the LORD.
23 He has weakened my strength in the way; He has shortened my days.
24 I say, Â“O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my days,
Your years are throughout all generations.
25 Â“Of old You founded the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands.
26 Â“Even they will perish, but You endure;
And all of them will wear out like a garment;
Like clothing You will change them and they will be changed.
27 But You are the same, And Your years will not come to an end.
28 The children of Your servants will continue,
And their descendants will be established before You. 

Re:  - posted by menderofnets (), on: 2009/2/17 4:16
bible4life,

Sin is far more dreadful for the believer because a believer understands in more clarity, in more detail what sin is and ho
w it offends God.  For the lost sin is something else.  Blasphemy against the Spirit is unforgivable, as is unbelief which c
an be a toughy, especially for someone who has walked with God and then fallen.

But take heart!

God leaves the 99 to go after 1 lost sheep.  His sheep know His voice.  Do not be discouraged by the Spirit's conviction, 
instead let Him work fully in your life.  Only you will know what changes you will need to make, but strengthen what rema
ins and place yourself in the hands of God whose justice and mercy are great.

I too was called to preach but fell and God is still working things out in my life.  But I have been persuaded by the Spirit t
hat there is no condemnation for me, and in fact my knowledge of God, my understanding of grace, of mercy, of the truth
of God's love and of the depth of God's compassion is greater now than ever before.  And it is still not very great now!  B
ut God, who is rich in mercy and whose purposes in repentance are more beautiful than we can imagine takes the broke
n shards of our lives and creates something.  Hebrews 6 and 10 and the other chapters rightly are disturbing and a nece
ssary warning for any who utterly reject Jesus Christ, denying wholeheartedly the Gospel and turning their back on Him. 
But for those who repent there is forgiveness.

This is a controversial issue, and the judgemental attitudes of other Christians heap condemnation where a) it is only Go
d's place to do so and b) where God still holds out grace.  God will deal with you in His own way, which is perfect.  If it is 
painful, God will be there with you, but do not abandon hope, for His ways are not our ways, and where we would conde
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mn God would wait, like the prodigal Father, for His child to return.

Strengthen what remains, and commit yourself to God, to pick you up when you fall, to heal and restore you in His own g
reat timing, but do not lose heart, and reject the lies of the enemy.

May the LORD bless you and keep you.  May the LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  May th
e LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.

Re: , on: 2009/2/17 4:29
Taylor i listened to the sermon and it was wonderful, i will send it to some others i know who our struggling. Who is that s
ermon by. Also the only thing i did not interpret good was the part where said we only don't repent for sins and i didn't ge
t the rest, what does he mean.

Re: , on: 2009/2/17 4:38
Everyone else thank you for encouragement and the scripture. I at times realize that i am so caught up in my sin that i d
on't repent and i realize that i call out to God and tell him that i am not repenting from my heart but i know something is w
rong help me.

Re:  - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/2/17 7:57
I'm glad the sermon was helpful, it was by Tim Keller. 

I think he is saying that we must not only repent of sin, but also repent of our "goodness", and our supposed merit outsid
e of Christ. We have to come to see that if we are to be saved, it will be only through Christ's work on the cross. 

Christianity is not primarily about looking inside yourself, it's about looking outward towards what Christ has done for you
. Receive and rest in that. Doubt your doubts, friend.

Your feelings will enslave you, because you are letting your feelings determine "reality", instead of letting reality determin
e your feelings. Christ has promised that those who believe in Him will be saved. Faith, by definition, is unseen. We mus
t receive and rest in this promise, trusting that the Lord is a covenant keeping God.

If you would like some other sermons on the Gospel that I think would be helpful, I can post them when I get to a comput
er.

With all care in Christ,
Taylor

Re: , on: 2009/2/17 13:55
yah taylor that would be great if you could and thank you for answeriong trhat, i want to know their is still hope for me.

Re: Should i have reason to be fearful  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2009/2/17 14:04

Quote:
-------------------------But i had no bible knowledge and actually have 4 books left to read in the bible to go in the old testament most of that has been don
e in the past 2 years.And to make things worse i read this by charles finney
-------------------------

I did not take the time to read the other responses as I am a bit pressed. But we have a promise in Hebrews that says re
peatedly 'today' if you will hear His voice harden not you heart. 

I cannot help but believe that God is still drawing you to Himself because of your concern for your soul and your relation
ship with God. As far as I am concerned, if you were doomed for eternity your mind would be so fixed on deception and l
ies that you would not even bother to ask of your soul. You would not be concerned. 

So however faint this drawing towards God may be- yield yourself to Him. Don't go on 'feelings'. If your heart is telling yo
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u to turn towards God- respond to Him. Draw nigh unto God and He will draw nigh unto you. Cleanse your heart if you ar
e double minded, etc. God said He would not quench a smoking flax. If there is breath in your lungs and a desire to turn 
to God there is hope. Just respond to Him. 

Re:  - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/2/17 18:17
Hey, Friend.

Here are the other sermons I said I would post, I think you will find them very helpful. I know I have.

The Main Thing (Pt. 1): http://www.sovereigngracestore.com/ProductInfo.aspx?productid=A1150-01-51

The Main Thing (Pt. 2): 
http://www.sovereigngracestore.com/ProductInfo.aspx?productid=A1150-02-51

With care in Christ,
Taylor

Re:  - posted by psalm1, on: 2009/2/17 22:12
 You have value,and are valuable to God. Extremely valuable.
 The problem is your commitment. Normally we repent,which means turn.
 I was heading the wrong way. My father was the devil. But Jesus CHANGED MY LIFE.
The change came as a result of my being born again

 Get it? Christianity is RADICAL. He saves you FROM hell. From the devil's lordship.
 Now you belong to him. So ACT LIKE IT 
 Go to Church 50 times a week. Get some resolve and learn to draw on your brethren.
 Get accountability going on in your walk.
  Stop dabbling in a sort-of Christianity.
 Go damage the devils day and get some people saved.
  It is near impossible to walk the christian walk without being connected to the brethren.
  If you do nothing to be a committed ,sold out christian,you will continue to be confused and the tormentors will come an
d once again they will bring the usual condemnation,I'm not worthy,I'm rejected,I'm a piece of trash, garbage they always
pedal,and you will buy it every time.
  Now, If you will examine yourself one more time,forsake ALL, get accountability going with some powerful believers, Yo
u will be amazed at what God will now do for you at this point.
  That is WHY  God gave us ELDERS , get it???
They are ordained of God to STEADY you. Real men of God that can be such a strength in your walk.

You must have these men in your life. This is life and death for us. You absolutely must grasp this and get these men in 
your life.(or possibly older women)
 Pray that effeminate spirit will sicken you.I mean really really sicken you.

Re:  - posted by menderofnets (), on: 2009/2/18 5:34
So much boils down to repentance.

psalm1 is on the ball with this - get some serious accountability from a true man/woman of God.  We are supposed to be
His FAMILY, not lone rangers.

Yes, be alarmed at the condition of your soul.  Yes, be convicted by the Spirit, who is showing you the true state of your l
ife.  But do NOT be discouraged, but turn to God wholeheartedly, He who is able to keep you from falling, able to take e
ven the most broken of lives, of reconciling you to Himself through the blood of His own dear Son our Saviour.

Nothing is impossible for God, regardless of what you think may seperate you - nothing seperates us from His love exce
pt our unbelief.  Believe in that which the Spirit is revealing and entrust your life to God who is rich in mercy, and who do
es not crush anyone who turns to Him.
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Re:  - posted by narrowpath, on: 2009/2/18 16:08
Hi Bible4Live,
You got some good counsel from brothers. Now it is up to you to cry out to God that he may restore you and fill you with 
his Spirit. Shut yourself in, fast, mourn, weep and pray!

narrowpath
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