
General Topics :: 1 Timothy 2:1-4

1 Timothy 2:1-4 - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/15 16:09
1Ti 2:1  I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all
men; 
1Ti 2:2  For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty. 
1Ti 2:3  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
1Ti 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

Is there any hope for those who rule this world?  Paul teaches:

"For you see your calling, brethren, that not 
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called, but God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are 
mighty, and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are n
ot, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presencel..  1 Corinthians 1:26-29

What is Paul teaching here?  Is it not that God put down those who glorify the ways of the world?  Does not Paul teach t
hat most, according to the flesh, are not called by God?  

Jesus said, "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world wou
ld love its own.  Yet, because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you."  
John 15:18-19

Does not Jesus teach that if one is of the world, that person will hate the brethren?  Is this not a promise of God?  "And I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed, He shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise His heal."  Genesis 3:15

Does not Scripture teach that if one disobeys the commands of Christ he is a hater of Christ?

With this point made, Paul encourages us in 1 Timothy 1-4 to pray that the brethren may be able to live in peace and qui
etness, living godly lives.  In "1Ti 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."  
Does not Paul point to the only solution for which we must pray?  Is it not that the kings be born from above?  

Can anyone who is of the world please God?  What does Scripture say?

In Christ
Jeff 

Re: 1 Timothy 2:1-4 - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2004/9/15 16:38

Quote:
-------------------------
In "1Ti 2:4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."  Does not Paul point to the only solution for which we mu
st pray?  Is it not that the kings be born from above?  

-------------------------

I would say off hand that the context of why he urges us to pray is so that we can have an environment in which to dwell 
that is condusive to peaceful living and all men being able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Quote:
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-------------------------
Can anyone who is of the world please God?  What does Scripture say?

-------------------------

In  the context of kings, Cyrus was raised up for the very reason to let the Israelites go and build the temple. It is more th
at they fulfill his sovereign purpose than actually please him. Gods dealings with the Pharoah of Egypt is another exampl
e of him using a king to accomplish what he wills.

The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. Proverbs 21:1 

Re: The will of God - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/9/15 17:19
Hey Jeff 

Quote:
Can anyone who is of the world please God? What does Scripture say?

I believe that there is definitely a clear difference between those who are the elect according to the will and foreknowled
ge of God. Along those lines are not those who are of the world still in his will anyway? As it is written, when God spoke t
o Moses (elect according to GodÂ’s will):

Exodus 9:16 And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may
be declared throughout all the earth.

And when God spoke to Pharaoh (who was Â“of the worldÂ”):

Romans 9: 17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.

So in that context at least, it seems that people can either please God directly or indirectly. No doubt God is grieved by s
in but God is also looking at the bigger picture. In other words, the war has already been won on the cross by Jesus Chri
st, no matter what the outcome of the battles we see everyday is.

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called acco
rding to his purpose.

So with that I would say that it does not matter who is Â“in powerÂ” or not, for even he is serving GodÂ’s will, if only indir
ectly. The exhortation from Paul is to pray FOR them and not against. For all things even them work together for good.

James

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/15 18:16
Brother ZekeO wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------In  the context of kings, Cyrus was raised up for the very reason to let the Israelites go and build the temple. It is more that they fulfil
l his sovereign purpose than actually please him. Gods dealings with the Pharoah of Egypt is another example of him using a king to accomplish what 
he wills.

-------------------------

And God raised up King Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Israel and many of the surrounding nations.  Then God raised up C
yrus to destroy the kingdom of Babylon.  What I see in Scripture is that many times God uses the kings as a means of ju
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dging the unrigtheousness of a nation.  Being used by God to destroy another nation does not make the tool righteous.  
James 1:20, "For the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God."  Even though a nation is allowed to brin
g about the plan of God it does not equate to that nation being righteous.  

I am on a rant on this subject because I see many wanting to trust men.  They crave to prove that one nation is above all
others.  They willingly remain blind to the evil around them.  The very center of the Bible says this: "It is better to trust in t
he Lord than to put confidence in man.  It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.  Psalm 118:8-9

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by lwpray (), on: 2004/9/16 1:07

Paul characteristically piles words on top of each other, words describing by what manner one ought to pray for rulers. H
e puts dramatic focus on this task by stating that prayer is first priority, praying for the rulers is absolute priority Â– 1 Tim 
2:1-4.
This is a task many of us dare to try to escape because of the innate enmity due to various reasons. Party politics, all kin
ds of hurts and distrust, various reasons for rebellion to show up and so on. The first thing praying for rulers does is cha
nging the one praying so that he will be able to overcome bitterness and various other forms of enmity so that he or she 
will become able to love enemies, also political enemies, and to produce priestly prayer along the lines of the praying ou
r high priest always presents.
This belongs to the New Testament priestliness which is ready to pray life into every situation where sin is committed Â–
1 John 5. Prayer is our tool to change the spiritual climate in a society by covering preaching unto conviction and conver
sion, establishing relations to the rulers and by living as a testimony.
Lars W.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/16 10:54
Brother Lars wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------The first thing praying for rulers does is changing the one praying so that he will be able to overcome bitterness and various other fo
rms of enmity so that he or she will become able to love enemies, also political enemies, and to produce priestly prayer along the lines of the praying o
ur high priest always presents.

-------------------------

Prayer is the means of removing the products of the flesh from one's soul.  Prayer is essential.  And I confess that I have
not sought diligently to overcome the products of the flesh in terms of praying for the rulers.  Thankyou for your exhortati
on Lars.

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by lwpray (), on: 2004/9/16 10:59

Every blessing as you move on together with us all unto greater maturity.
We are all missing the mark as to prayer.
Lars 
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Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/16 11:32
In general response to the comments of God working out His will in believers and nonbelievers, I would like to share this
thought.  

As I have quoted from 1 Corinthians 1:26-29, God deliberately creates situations that cast down the wise, mighty, and
noble of this world.  Look to the sited story of Moses and Pharaoh.  Did not God make foolish the wise, mighty, and
noble Pharaoh of Egypt?  Why did God do this?  Scripture says that so no flesh shall glory in His presences.  

King Nebuchadnezzar experienced the same treatment did he not?  There are many examples given to us in Scripture
that outline the foolishness of the kings of this world.  We have the books of 1 and 2 Kings to glean from interms of how
we as believers are to discern between good and evil.  This doctrine of supporting the kings because they are appointed
by God has been interpreted wrongly.  This doctrine of following men who are of the world will not bring peace and godly
living to those who believe.  What does Jesus say?

In terms of religious leaders:

"Hypocrites!  Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:  These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor
Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men."  
Matthew 15:7-9

"But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neithe
r go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in."  See Matthew 23

Do the shepherds of today dare speak out against the Pharisees?  

How does Jesus view the kings?

"...What do you think Simon?  From whom do the kings of the earth take customs or taxes, for their sons or from strang
ers?  Peter said to Him, "From strangers."  Jesus said to him, "Then the sons are free?"  Matthew 17:25-26

Don't we see this timeless circumstance in the news this morning?  

Jesus says:  "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I a
m not of the world.  I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the e
vil one.  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  Santify them by Your truth.  Your word is truth.  John 1
7:14-17

"...My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not b
e delivered to the Jews; but, now My kingdom is not from here."  John 18:36

So when does Scripture says that Jesus' servants will fight?  Is it now?  Has He come with the sound of the trumpet?

In Christ
Jeff

Freedom to fight...my testemony - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/9/16 15:32
I hope you will forgive the length of this postÂ…but felt led to share some things with you

Brother Jeff

I think I see what you are saying here. I am not quoting this to refer to any particular leader, but just to bring out one poin
t of view:

Mathew11:12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take i
t by force.  

That is to say that from the time of John the Baptist we have been at war but the bigger picture is one, which you know 
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well brothers and it is almost facetious to quote this:

Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

David Ravenhill has a Â“must hearÂ” sermon on spiritual warfare. He alluded to the fact that we are not fighting some to
wn clerk, mayor, prince, or king, but that the forces of spiritual darkness will exert their influence on all those who are not
in the light. On the question of fighting, if we fight against the vessel through which evil flows we are by no means affecti
ng the evil, we must aim our efforts directly at the source, which is spiritual. We have been given authority and power ov
er ALL the works of darkness, but whether we exercise this power entirely in our hands.

The works of evil here in the west are usually more subtle, possibly, because if they were more obvious it would awaken
the great sleeping giant, the Church. There are literally more Christians in the west then anywhere else in the world. It is 
my opinion that the strategy is different here than it was back home in Africa, especially around the area where there we
re few Christians.

I have a multitude of stories I could tell you; stories of people being physically brutalized and stoned by unseen forces. P
eople being lifted and thrown across rooms, stories of great spiritual darkness and strongholds, where whole heard of liv
estock disappear and human beings are lost forever; stories of mountains, which, when you point at them, a great curse 
falls upon you. The list is almost endless.

When I came here when of the things that struck me was how subtle the evil was here, but it is still just as powerful if not
more powerful and just as binding. It appeals more to the Â“free willÂ”. I myself was bound by these powers of wickedne
ss when I fell into the pornography trap. Spiritual evil stirred up the sinful nature, which was in me already. I gradually be
came desensitized to the light to the point where I could be listening to a sermon and at the same time be deep in porno
graphyÂ….

On the surface I was fine, attending church, going to bible studies and prayer meetings, quoting scriptures, posting repli
es on the forum, listening only to church music; fasting for as much as three days in a row, studying the bible, praying, si
nging hymns; making plans to go to seminary school. All of it was useless. I was still leaning on my own strength. The o
utside activities could never change my heart. 

It did occur to me at some point and I was convicted of my sin by the grace of God. I exchanged some PMs with brother 
Rahman and they began me on my road to spiritual enlightenment. Moreover, would begin to cry when I was praying an
d I was compelled to stop because of my guilt. I would feel like crying at almost any church sermon. In addition, I was m
oved to confess my sins before the church and I broke down and cried. Still I was the same man, being entangled and c
onstantly trapped. I decided to stop the charade, I was not reading my bible anymore nor praying nor singing nor any oth
er thingÂ…

I was well aware that I was not filled with the spirit because of the sermons I hear on this site and the testimonies of thos
e who where filled with the spiritÂ…including my mother, who had been praying for me for a long time, and feeling a gre
at force when praying for me. She arrived in America from to visit my sister and me and when she came to my house, he
r righteousness reflected on my corruption. She prayed for me with great fever, groaning and with tongues and laid hand
on me, needles to sayÂ…I was still unchanged!

It did awaken me to the problem in my lifeÂ…a distinct lack of God. My frailty was all too clear and my lack of power was
never more obvious. When she returned again we had a long spiritual discussion about the state of the church and the li
ke and my desire to go to seminary, when no clear conclusion could be reached we decided to sing some hymns and pr
ayÂ…I began to pray and I felt the Spirit come upon me. I was convicted and broken down to the ground and left shiveri
ng. When I got up I felt peace for the first time and I sang out to the Lord Jesus. I was no longer a slave and moreover I 
started to realize how trapped I truly was, and to feel a real anguish for the church. For now this story must end with an e
xhortation and a reminder to anyone who can relate, that God is no respecter of persons, if he did it for me, he can do it f
or you.

Yours in Christ

James 
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Re: Freedom to fight...my testemony - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/16 15:47
Thankyou Brother James for sharing your heart.  I thankyou for also pinpointing the source of the evil and where the true
battle exists.  As I have asked how should we pray, you have identified clearly what we should pray for.  

"We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one."  1 John 5:19

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/16 16:10
Here is an example of a king who leads his nation astray.

"But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh; women of the Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites, from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the children of Israel, You
shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you.  Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods."  Solomon
clung to these in love.  And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives
turned away his heart.  For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his
heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father David.  For Solomon did evil in the sight of the
Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did his father David.  Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the
abomination of Moab, on the hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of Ammon. 
And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods.  So the Lord became
angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had
commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods, but he did not keep what the Lord had 
commanded."  1 Kings 11:1-10

The Lord came to him twice and warned him about his unfaithfulness.  Solomon rejected God.  And thus a nation grew a
postate because of the king.  

Here is the thoughts of King Jeroboam:  "If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, t
hen the heart of this people will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Reh
oboam king of Judah."  Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is too much
for you to go up to Jerusalem.  Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt."  And he set 
up one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.  Now this thing became sin, for the people went to worship before th
e one as far as Dan.  He made shrines on the high places, and made priests from every class of people, who were not 
of the sons of Levi."  1 Kings 12:27-31

The examples found in books of Kings and Chronicles are filled with examples of the foolishness of the kings.  We hear t
hat this foolishness cause the people to sin as well.  If you want to find the works of Satan read through the OT.  As brot
her James pointed out, these are only men, our battle is spiritual.  The word of God will teach us to discern between goo
d and evil.  But we must cast away the traditions of men.  

In Christ
Jeff

Re: Traditions of Men - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2004/9/16 16:19

Quote:
-------------------------
But we must cast away the traditions of men.  

-------------------------

Please excuse my ignorance if indeed it so, but what has this got to do with the whole idea of kingship?
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Re: Praying power - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2004/9/16 16:36

Quote:
-------------------------
"We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one."  1 John 5:19

-------------------------

That raises a a knife edge of application between a mans personally accountability for his actions and being under the s
way of the evil one.

it is interesting that in Ephesians Paul says this: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which yo
u used to live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us al
so lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. 

At that time I would not have even thought that it was because of some spirit working in me that I would be disobedient. I
was more like brute beast than anything, following my sinful nature. So as James was saying there is a pressure that is  
brought to bear upon us that will cause us to move from our position in Christ. The scripture that comes to mind is heb 6:
19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. That we are able to stand in that day because we are k
ept by the power of God.

Some thoughts,

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/16 16:59
Brother ZekeO

 My point in this thread is to focus on a doctrine that many have followed probably since the days of Calvin.  In that we ar
e to obey the authorities over us because they are ordained by God to rule over us.  God chooses those who rule over u
s.  Yet does this mean that we as believers are to blindly follow those rulers?  Does submitting to authority automatically 
place a believer in God's will?  Is one who submits to the authority ordained by God declared righteous?

My argument is that this doctrine is the tradition of men.  And one who submits to this doctrine is in danger of being led a
stray.  God clearly chose Solomon to be king over Israel.  Yet Solomon led the nation of Israel into sin.  Brother James p
ointed out that the source of this evil is of satan.  Man who is not born from above, is subject to the devices of Satan.  

So when we pray that we might live a peaceful and godly life, we should pray that God remove the influence of Satan on
the kings of the world.  

In Christ
Jeff 

Re: The church...the sytem of man...the sytem of Satan... - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/9/16 17:21
Brother Jeff

My friend (Albert) always says to me that this is manÂ’s system. We have really discussed the life out that topic and I ho
pe I am able to convey some of the things we have come to in our mini church (when two or more are gathered in my na
me). I think that this is relevant when considering what affects our leaders. To set the stage consider the following verse
s:

Genesis11: 1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed fr
om the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 3 And they said one to another, Go to, let
us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 4 And they said, G
o to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scatter
ed abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. 6 And the LORD said, Beh
old, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained fro
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m them, which they have imagined to do. 7 Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not 
understand one another's speech. 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and
they left off to build the city. 9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the langua
ge of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

The collective will of man was of one accord. Before the fall of man this was desirable as man would be able to work coll
ectively for good, but after the fall their collective will still had power, but this power was being used for evil.
The system of man has a definite hierarchy and chain of command and it works in a definite direction. Evil has its influen
ce on this system two fold: first, there is the innate sin, which is man and secondly the kingdom of Satan, which two has 
a hierarchy, exerts its influence on our system. No doubt, Satan observed that the system of man was powerful and that 
he could use this power for his own purposes (which are debatable but not relevant at this point). He has over the years,
become exceedingly efficient at his deception.

The most efficient way to influence a system is to influence the head, which is the person highest in the hierarchy. Kings 
pass laws and the citizens must conformÂ…with one accord, and if that accord is that of Satan, then he has succeeded i
n imitating the ideal of the Church of Jesus Christ. On that point, the Church is the only efficient way of countering the w
orks of spiritual darkness. If our efforts and prayers are fragmented then the true power is never realized. All you have to
do is to look at the strongholds and how evil is propagated in collectives in gangs, bars etc. whether they know it or not t
hey are subtly being influenced and drawn to work in one accord against all that is pure.

One of the defenses we have is to protect our leaders from evil by praying FOR them. Do you believe that the Church ca
n be effective against this, and if so, what can we start doing now.
James

Re: - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2004/9/16 17:36

Quote:
-------------------------
My argument is that this doctrine is the tradition of men.  And one who submits to this doctrine is in danger of being led astray.  

-------------------------

I think that it was this doctrine that allowed many German soldiers to do what they did and feel that they were not violatin
g Gods moral law during WW11. I do feel however that for the sake of balance I will put this scripture in : 

18Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also t
o those who are harsh. 19For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is cons
cious of God. 20But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for do
ing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you
, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 1 Peter 2:18-21

So if according to moral choice you say don't agree that killing any person is right and forgo joining the military, you woul
d in all likelyhood be treated harshly. It would be a decision based upon personal conviction. Some things you have a ch
oice in and others are beyond your control. I also think that sometimes God allows authorities to come into power to see 
what his church will do. An example of this would be the church in China. Would there be such a dynamic blaze for Jesu
s if they hadn't experienced such persecution.   

I remember hearing a story about Michael Cassidy going to see PW Botha during the 80's challenging him about the apa
rtheid laws and the PM pulled out the bible and opened it up on Romans 13. So he certainly new where he was coming f
rom. 

I think it something where the spirit of the individual man needs to be weighed, by man I mean the followers of kings. Ce
rtainly the three in Babylon were not in submission to the the king, but before God that had set him apart as Lord. They 
were submitting their lives to the discretion of their ultimate master, so would Peters admonishment apply? I wouldn't thi
nk so because it wasn't disobedience based upon holding onto there own rights. It was disobedince based upon the con
viction that obeying would cause be an even greater  degree of disobedience. it would be disobedience against the ruler 
of the universe, not that of a king with a big ego. And that I believe is the line that needs to be drawn in our attitudes to th
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ose in authority.

An example would be your Presidents support of stem cell research (open to correction). He is leading the nation that w
ay, how do you as an individual disobey that decision? Seems like there is not much you can do except vote for someon
e else. If the president commanded you to be involved in it, you could disobey based upon truth from the word.

Intersting topic ;-) 

Re: - posted by Jimm (), on: 2004/9/16 17:53

Quote:
-------------------------
An example would be your Presidents support of stem cell research (open to correction). He is leading the nation that way, how do you as an individua
l disobey that decision? Seems like there is not much you can do except vote for someone else. If the president commanded you to be involved in it, y
ou could disobey based upon truth from the word.

-------------------------

The walk of faith is not always the most practical one. I think we can learn a lot from Daniel:

Daniel6: 5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concer
ning the law of his God. 6 Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, Ki
ng Darius, live for ever. 7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the cap
tains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, F48 that whosoever shall ask a pe
tition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establi
sh the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which alteret
h not.9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 
he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three
times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

As we know, he suffered persecution for his decision to serve the Lord above all other things but that is to be expected, i
n fact if you suffer no persecution it is proof that something is wrong with your walk. And also to be noted is that he was 
not harmed but the Lord protected him. As our Lord said:

John16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye SHALL have TRIBULA
TION: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
 
James

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/17 12:20
Brother Zeke quoted:

Quote:
-------------------------it is interesting that in Ephesians Paul says this: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to li
ve when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, grati
fying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. 

-------------------------

Thankyou for this insight Zeke.  This thread is not something that I have previously thought out.  It grows in focus as we 
share.  

According to Paul's teaching here, all men who are not born from above are subject to the ways of this world.  And the ru
lers of the air hold these men in bondage.  We know that Scripture warns that in the last days the kings of this earth will 
be under the power of Satan.  We know from Scripture that past kings have been under the power of Satan.  This brings
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to mind another thought from the book of Daniel.

Daniel had prayed that God would give him understanding of a vision that he had had.  And God did send His angel and 
this is what he said, "Then he said to me, "Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand
, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words.  But the pri
nce of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty one days; and behold Michael , one of the chief princess, ca
me to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia.... And now I must return to fight with the prin
ce of Persia; and when I have gone forth, indeed the prince of Greece will come."  Daniel 10:12-20.

So here we see that as Paul has pointed out in the beginning verse of this post that there is a power over the kings of ea
rth, those who are not born from above.  We also see a spiritual battle that rages all around us.  

So thus far I know that I should pray to the kings salvation and also pray against the works of Satan.  How esle must we 
pray?

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2004/9/17 14:02

Quote:
-------------------------
So thus far I know that I should pray to the kings salvation and also pray against the works of Satan. How esle must we pray?

-------------------------

It is easy to see now how the teaching of territorial spirits and the like gained acceptance in the church. To be aware of 
what is happening certainly helps us with understanding how things work, but I think the focus of any prayer is the Godh
ead and not the powers at work in the air. It is the proclamation of the word in prayer that causes our prayers to have po
wer. Judson Cornwalls book Â‘Praying the scripturesÂ’ is a good guide as to how we go about praying Gods will. 

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2004/9/17 14:08

Quote:
-------------------------I think the focus of any prayer is the Godhead and not the powers at work in the air
-------------------------

Amen and amen.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/17 14:17
Brothers Zeke and Ron,

Your thoughts bring clarity to this thread.

  Here is how the Chinese Christians pray.  It is obvious that the princes of the air are influencing the Chinese governme
nt yet listen for the focus of their prayers.  

""Back to Jerusalem" by Paul Hattaway pg 57

In the testimony of Brother Yun I found this thought.  

"But that is not the only training they have received. (Back to Jerusalem missionaries)  The past fifty years of suffering, p
ersecution, and torture of the house churches in China were all part of God's training for us.  He has used the governme
nt for his own purposes, molding and shaping his children as he sees fit.  This is why I correct Western Christians who te
ll me:"I have been praying for years that the Communist government in China will collapse, so Christians can live in free
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dom."  This is not what we pray!  We never pray against  our government or call down curses on it.  Instead, we have lea
rned that God is in control of both our lives and the government we live under.  Isaiah prophesied about Jesus, "the gove
rnment will be on his shoulders"  (Isa. 9:6).  Instead of focusing our prayers against any political system, we pray that re
gardless of what happens to us, we will be pleasing to God.

Don't pray for the persecution to stop!  We shouldn't pray for a lighter load to carry, but a stronger back to endure!  Then 
the world will see that God is with us, empowering us to live in a way that reflects his love and power.  

This is true freedom!

They know evil surround them.  God promised this back in Genesis 3:15.  Yet because they love God they know He will 
work everything out for the glory of God.

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by lwpray (), on: 2004/9/17 14:41

The Principalities and Powers are present producing disobedience because of manÂ’s sin. Eliminate sin by forgiveness 
and the power of the Cross and the power of the Powers will be reduced. 
Pray priestly prayers. Ask the Lord to put pressure through the Holy Spirit on manÂ’s heart and conscience unto repenta
nce. This is a standard receipt followed everywhere, except in our modern era, when we as Christians are taught to rule 
over any power according to our own concepts. 

King Mzwati III in Swaziland does not renounce his evil ways regarding yearly marriages Â– was it number 12 or 13 this 
year Â– by our praying against the Powers. Zeke might be able to correct us as to numbers.
I have tried to do so praying down the powers, even inside MzwatiÂ’s palaces, guarded by his own guardsmen. 
The only way to change the situation is to pray in a priestly fashion, giving ones heart to the king and his wives. We have
been on friendly terms with the Royal household for some fifteen years now. My dear wife decorates the QueensÂ’ abod
es and I am now and then invited to the family to preach. 
I see this to be the only way to reach hearts, to counteract evil, to tread on the powers of the evil one.
Lars W.

Re: - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2004/9/17 14:56
Hi Lars,

that is quite a contact you have there, indeed a very privileged position. Praying with insight helps in our petitions.

Long may your wife have a keen eye. ;-) 

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/17 16:28
Brother Lars

Keep on keeping on!  

In Christ
Jeff
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Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/20 13:20
I came across this precept while reading in Jeremiah.  God is proclaiming that His judgement on Israel is coming.  "Then
you shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord; "Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land--even the kings who sit on 
David's throne, the priests, the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with drunkenness!.  And I will dash the
m one against another, even the fathers and the sons together," says the Lord."  Jeremiah 13:13-14    

Here we see that God causes a drunkeness to permeate the nation prior to His coming judgement.  In Jeremiah 15 God 
identifies that judgement is coming because of the works King Manasseh, "I will hand them over to trouble, to all kingsdo
ms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem."  Vs 4.  So we s
ee that God blames kings for disobedience.  We see that God will give nations to drunkeness.  

Paul writes in 2 Thessalonians 2:11, "And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe 
the lie. that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  So here w
e see that the future will again resemble the past.  So what is Paul's recommendations?  

"But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.  You are all sons of light and son
s of the day.  We are not of the night nor of darkness.  Therefore let us not sleep as others do, but let us watch and be s
ober.  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night."   1 Thessalonians 5:4-7

So we see, that most times we cannot not say God is doing this or that, but we are taught to watch and be sober.  We ar
e not of the darkness but of the light.  

In Christ
Jeff 

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/9/26 10:00
In another thread, I stated that I believe the NT provides, if you will, the outline of the mysteries of God.  The OT
provides us with the details of those mysteries.  I came across Scritpure this morning as I was reading in the book of
Jeremiah.  This following Scripture will lead us to a greater understanding of 1 Timothy 2:1-4.

"And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the Lord for it.  for in it
s peace you will have peace."  Jeremiah 29:7

God has commanded the nation of Israel to go into captivity.  They who will obey do submit to Nebuchadnezzar and bec
ome the servants of the Babylonians their enemy.  Those who disobeyed God received His judgement.  Those who chos
e to remain in Judah and save their nation, actually ended up starving and eating their own children.  This was all proph
esied to them by Jeremiah.  So let us see getting back to vs 7, how God called the faithful to prayer.

Those who went into captivity were called upon to live and plant gardens.  They were called upon to marry and have chil
dren in the midst of an evil nation.  The OT provides us with the ways, God provided for the peace and godliness of His 
people.  Just go to the book of Daniel and you will see His answering of prayers.  Remember, Paul in the 1 Timothy 2:1-
4, exhorted the people to pray "for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet  and peaceable life in al
l godliness and reverence."

Remember the story of Meshach, Shadrach, and Abed-Nego.  These young men were enslaved to serve in the king's co
urt.  Daniel refused to eat from the king's food because that was against the Law of God.  Remember the results.  God a
nswered their prayers.  Thus they were able to eat according to the law of God.  Do you see how God enabled them to r
emain living a godly life in the midst of a wicked nation?  

What about the time when the king built a false god and required the nation to bow down to it.  Remember, how God ans
wered the prayers of Meshach, Shadrach, and Abed-Nego?  He protected them in the firey furnace.  Again, God enable
d them to remain faithful and live a godly life in the midst of a wicked nation.  

What about the time when Babylon had been overrun by the Medes and Persians?  The new king Darius according to th
e schemeing of the govenors and satraps sets up a decree, "that whoever petitions any god or man for thirty days, exce
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pt you O king, shall be cast into the den of lions."  Daniel 6:7  What was the outcome?  Daniel continued to pray to God 
Almighty.  He was condemned and thrown into the pit.  God saved Him.  

As God had instructed Jeremiah to preach to those who would hear, pray for peace and you will have peace.  But this p
eace is not how the world envisions peace.  We see that God delivered the faithful as they were tested by the world.  I b
elieve Paul, who knew the Scripture, could glean from the mysteries of the OT to prepare the christians for the same trial
s that would come from the world of his day.  In each instance the Jews remained seperate and the christians remained 
seperate.  For God's will is that we be set apart for His glory.  

Do you see what I see?

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/10/9 11:12
"Come near, you nations, to hear; and heed, you people! Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, the world and all things
that come forth from it.  For the indignation of the Lord is against all nations, and His fury against all  their armies; He ha
s utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the slaughter.  Also their slain shall be thrown out; their stench shall
rise from their corpses, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood.  All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, an
d the heavens shall be rooled up like a scroll;.." Isaiah 34:1-4

"His breath is like an overflowing stream, which reaches up to the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of futility; an
d there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people causing them to err.  Isaiah 29:28

Do you see this bridle manifesting itself ?  How then shall we pray?

In Christ
Jeff

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/11/8 12:19
Ezek. 22:23 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,  24 Â“Son of man, say to her: Â‘You are a land that is not
cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.Â’  25 The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion
tearing the prey; they have devoured people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many
widows in her midst.  26 Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have not distinguished
between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they
have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.  27 Her princes in her midst are like
wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain.  28 Her prophets plastered them
with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining lies for them, saying, Â“Thus says the Lord GOD,Â’ when the
LORD had not spoken.  29 The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor
and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger.  30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall,
and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.  31 Therefore I
have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their
deeds on their own heads,Â” says the Lord GOD. "  Ezekiel 22

I have been reading in Ezekiel, and what does the Lord say about the leaders of Israel?  "So I sought for a man among
them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it:but I fou
nd no one.  

So what does this mean for those who teach only from Romans 13:1-7?  How does Jesus' command to give unto Ceasa
r the things of Ceasar and give to God the things of God?  If God could not find a man to stand in the gap, what should a
believer do?  How should he pray?

In Christ
Jeff
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Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2004/11/11 13:17
Throughout Scripture God raises up nations to destroy other nations who are judged wicked.  Listen to how God views H
is relationship with one of these nations.

Ezek. 29:17 And it came to pass in the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, that the wor
d of the LORD came to me, saying,  18 Â“Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused his army to labor strenu
ously against Tyre; every head was made bald, and every shoulder rubbed raw; yet neither he nor his army received wa
ges from Tyre, for the labor which they expended on it.  19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Â“Surely I will give the la
nd of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; he shall take away her wealth, carry off her spoil, and remove her pillag
e; and that will be the wages for his army.  20 I have given him the land of Egypt for his labor, because they worked for 
Me,Â’ says the Lord GOD. 

This rod of judgement is more wicked than the nations it destroys.  Listen to God's declaration.  

Ezek. 30:10 Â“Thus says the Lord GOD:
	Â‘I will also make a multitude of Egypt to cease
	By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 
11 	He and his people with him, the most terrible of the nations,
	Shall be brought to destroy the land;
	They shall draw their swords against Egypt,
	And fill the land with the slain. 
12 	I will make the rivers dry,
	And sell the land into the hand of the wicked;
	I will make the land waste, and all that is in it,
	By the hand of aliens.
	I, the LORD, have spoken.Â” 

For what should our heart's pray for?

In Christ
Jeff

Page 14/14


