sermon {29

General Topics :: need guidance about something

need guidance about something - posted by JdI (), on: 2009/9/24 9:36

Hi everyone...| was the one who had posted the recent thread about doubt...I am in need of some advice about somethi
ng...

| have hopelessly fallen for a good, godly girl, but | can't do anything about it because of my spiritual state amidst all my
doubts (I don't think I'm a believer)...l have a yearning desire to be a good, godly husband, and to raise a godly family...I'
m just scared that these doubts | have will never go away, and thus | can never partake in a relationship because of the
m...has anybody had a similar type of experience? My heart aches over this, | don't know how to approach the situation

Re: need guidance about something - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2009/9/24 11:48

The first and most important and necessary
relationship is your relationship with GOD!
HE must come first in your heart and life.
When you have established a friendship and
walk with GOD; everything else will fall into
place. Why not trust HIM and see??

Re: - posted by JdI (), on: 2009/9/24 12:05

There is something | am confused about as far as a relationship with God...the bible says our hearts are at enmity with
God...in fact, as | have examined my own heart, | have come to painfully realize that there are aspects of the God of the
bible that | hate...He wants us to love Him...so my question is, do | willfully love Him and obey Him while disreagrding th
e hatred in my heart (a hatred that | am ashamed of), or do | plead with Him to give me a new heart that will love Him...in
other words, does God give us a choice to follow Him and love Him, or does He place in our hearts a desire to love Him
and follow Him...If it was my choice, | would like to follow Him and love Him, but | fear it would be fake, given the hatred t
hat | harbor...any ideas?

Re: - posted by Leo_Grace, on: 2009/9/24 12:20

Jdl wrote:

There is something | am confused about as far as a relationship with God...the bible says our hearts are at enmity with God...in fact, as | have examine
d my own heart, | have come to painfully realize that there are aspects of the God of the bible that | hate...He wants us to love Him...so my quest
ion is, do | willfully love Him and obey Him while disreagrding the hatred in my heart (a hatred that | am ashamed of), or do | plead with Him to give me
a new heart that will love Him...in other words, does God give us a choice to follow Him and love Him, or does He place in our hearts a desire to love H
im and follow Him...If it was my choice, | would like to follow Him and love Him, but | fear it would be fake, given the hatred that | harbor...any ideas?

Jdl, please explain to us the basis of your hatred towards God.

Re: - posted by JdI (), on: 2009/9/24 12:38

Hi Leo...I think maybe perhaps this is wut is causing my doubts about His existence, ya know? | don't want to hate Him,
that's for sure, and | hate that | hate Him...I guess it stems from the whole idea of hell and it being eternal torment...| gue
ss | don't agree with it...I fear that | haven't been brought under enough conviction of my sin to realize that | am deservin
g of going there...I mean, | know it theologically , but | can't seem to get it into my bloodstream...l guess also | wish God

should save everyone...| hate that | have a big family and there's a chance that me or any of them may be damned...for

a while | was trying to rid myself of these thoughts but to no avail...I mean, | want to get on with my life as one who loves
God and relies on Him, but how can | ever do that with these awful thoughts and doubts to go with them?
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Re: - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2009/9/24 13:01

GOD is not man; and HE does not lie. You
can rely upon His Word and His wisdom.
Spend more time with the truth of the
scriptures and less time with your doubts
and fears.

Re: - posted by Leo_Grace, on: 2009/9/24 13:43

JdI wrote:

Hi Leo...l think maybe perhaps this is wut is causing my doubts about His existence, ya know? | don't want to hate Him, that's for sure, and | hate that
I hate Him...I guess it stems from the whole idea of hell and it being eternal torment...I guess | don't agree with it...| fear that | haven't been brought un
der enough conviction of my sin to realize that | am deserving of going there...I mean, | know it theologically , but | can't seem to get it into my bloodstr
eam...| guess also | wish God should save everyone...| hate that | have a big family and there's a chance that me or any of them may be damned...for
a while | was trying to rid myself of these thoughts but to no avail...| mean, | want to get on with my life as one who loves God and relies on Him, but h
ow can | ever do that with these awful thoughts and doubts to go with them?

Jdl, you said that you want to love God, and that you don't want to hate him. What have you done to accomplish this? H
ave you sat down and earnestly read the Bible to get to know God? God is love. He is also just and holy. You have to re
ad the Bible to understand these things.

Re: need guidance about something - posted by Theophila (), on: 2009/9/24 15:20

Hi Brother,

Have you considered that the devil may be the one whispering these awful thoughts to your mind, passing them off as
your own?

There's a reason he's called the accuser of the brethren. He also accuses God before humanity and then turns around
and harrasses them about it!

It appears you desire to love God and serve Him; we can safely believe that is He is pleased with that. Sir, the blessed
Holy Spirit of God NEVER harasses us; He brings us conviction NEVER HARASSMENT. He is our Shepherd.
Shepherds lead sheep, they do not drive them.

These thoughts seem to bombard you without your consent, leaving you doubtful and fearful of your standing before
God.

- When and how did you come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ?
- When was the first time you 'had' these thoughts?

What to do?

1] I would ferret out Scriptures which speak of my righteousness and justification and think/meditate on them, asking the
Author to help me understand them. Here are a few to help you get started.

- Romans 5:1-2

- Il Corinthians 5: 17

- Galatians 3:13-14

- Galatians 5:1

2 1 would pray the same prayer the Apostle Paul prayed for his converts so they would become firmly established in Chri
st.

- Ephesians 1:16 - 19

- Ephesians 3:16 - 19

- Phillipians 1: 9 - 11

- Colossians 1: 9 - 14

| personalize them. e.g. In Eph. 1, i say something like, dear Father, thank you for calling me your own, for saving me. |
ask that you give me the spirit of wisdom and revelation so i can know you better. i pray that the eyes of my heart and mi
nd be enlightened so i may know the reason why you've called me and what i'm to do about it....etc.
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If you would consistently do this for the next 30 days, you will notice a difference in your thoughts. They will quiet down.
Why? Because you took the sword of the Spirit, calmed your own soul and squashed the enemy's arguments against yo
ur

How do | know this will work? Because | have experienced victory through His Word. God's word is true. Halleluyah!
Look at this way, some day soon, you'll helping some other pilgrim along the way...that's a cool vision to look forward to.
Please keep me posted.

IT IS WELL with you.

Re: - posted by MaryJane, on: 2009/9/24 15:26
Greetings JdI

May | say that from your post you write as if you have no control over your choices or behavior. This is a lie from the ene
my because you not only have control over these choices apart from Christ you are responsible for these choices. Did y

ou read what | shared with you on your other thread about having no excuses? Each of us has family or friends who hav
e by choice decided to live their lives for self and reject Jesus.l have several brothers and sisters and only one of them is
saved. Although I love my family | know that if they should die rejecting Christ, then by their own actions they have broug
ht the punishment of hell and eternal separation from God upon themselves. It is not Gods will that any should parish th

at is why He sent His only son to suffer and die for our sins.It is not Gods fault that men choose to reject the gift of salvat
ion that Christs suffering and death offers to them.

| thought | would share with you a portion of an article here about "Not Harding our hearts."

Harden Not Your Heart

Since it is a COMMAND to not A“harden our heartsA” to Him, or to His Life and Truth, it must be possible to A“obeyA” or
A“disobeyA” His Command to A“harden not our hearts.A” Father canA’t command us to do something that we have no ¢
ontrol over. ThatA’s obvious, to even the least intelligent adult or the youngest child. If He has Commanded something, it
can be obeyed or disobeyed. Paul the apostle said, A“Therefore king Agrippa, | was not DISOBEDIENT to the vision fro
m Heaven.A” We have choicesA—whenever Father Commands us to do, or not do, something. We are A“without excus
eA” for that very reason. We are created in His Image. This means, amongst a number of other glorious things, that we
are given the Grace (the Provision and Possibility and Ability, by His enabling) to CHOOSE whether to obey or disobeyA
—Ilove or hateA—to soften or to harden.

Will keep you in my prayers.
God Bless
mj

Re: - posted by JdI (), on: 2009/9/24 16:27

Hi Mary and Theophila...l thought | had come to a saving relationship with Jesus about two years ago...I lived a reforme
d life, but i fear it was only external and no change of the heart...now | have found myself in a state of doubting and unbe
lief...

Mary, | guess part of me gets confused about what our responsibility is and what God's part is...| fear that it isn't up to us
when we can be saved, because God is the one who does the saving...that's why | feel like | can't force myself to love G
od until He gives me a new heart that loves Him, otherwise it would be fake, and He wouldn't accept it...Reformed doctri
ne tells me | can't conjure up faith and love on my own, that only God does that for us, since our hearts are depraved an
d wicked...so | had been asking Him to give me a new one to love and serve Him...l guess these thoughts of hatred beg
an surfacing within the past couple months...I'm just so confused...
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| don't want to reject Christ, but sometimes | hear from certain people that | am not allowed to go to Him unless | have fel
t the burden of my sin enough...or unless | have seen myself as a monster of a wicked person...l guess like | said, | need
to be convicted more before | can approach Him...altho now with all these doubts | feel like I'm back to square one

Re: - posted by Leo_Grace, on: 2009/9/24 16:40
Jdl, stop listening to people even if they mean well. People are prone to error. Read the Bible.

Re: - posted by MaryJane, on: 2009/9/24 18:10
Greetings Jd|

All I can tell you is this, first pursue God in this manner with A“All your HEART, all your SOUL, all your MIND, all your ST
RENGTH and seek FIRST the KINGDOM." If this is honestly and truly the desire of your heart(and only you know if it is)
then God will answer you. God does not turn away from someone who is honestly, genuinely, seeking to know Him with

all of their heart, mind, soul, and strength. Do what Leo said to do, read your Bible, get in your word and close everythin

g else out. Pray, seek Him, make Him the focus of your daily living, make Him the desire of your heart, do that and He wi
Il not turn you away. Truthfully if you humble yourself before God and come to Him crying out to Him for salvation, He wil
| never reject you. Just toss out all the head knowledge you "think” you know about God and start over. Get to know Jes

us the person as you read the Word...ask God to walk with you step by step through the passages. Ask Him to open you
r eyes and reveal His truth to you, if your heart earnestly desires to know Jesus and walk with Him, then He will respond
to you. God is not a lair and He does not play with people, if you want to know Him, He will draw you to Himself.

God Bless
maryjane

Re: need guidance about something - posted by elharris, on: 2009/9/24 21:10
Jdl,

What you are feeling is not different that a lot of Christians have felt. It's what you choose to do about it that makes the di
fference.

Some christians do not like the idea of hell, and so they just twisted a bunch of scriptures around to prove there was no
hell, and that in the end God would just save everyone. You could always do that.

I love God, and love his word, yet there has been times when | was reading something in the Word and | would just get s
o mad at God, and yes it bordered on hate.

| have had some real "talks"” with God in my life, and some real anger issues with him. But most of this stemmed from si
mply not understanding a few things. And thus blaming God for what | perceived to be an injustice on his part.

| wonder how many parents have had their kids tell them "I HATE YOU", because they did not like to be told what to do?
This is just in our fleshly human nature in general.

Paul also had the same problem.
Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, | had not known sin, but by the law: for | had not know

n lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.

I mean you would not be having any of this delima, if it were not for the fact that you had read the Bible, right. This is the
same thing Paul is saying. He wouldn't even know he was covetous, if he hadn't read "Thou shalt not covet..". Without a
standard, anything our fleshly human body and emotions feel is just the way we are.

8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin wa
s dead.
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Was sin really dead. Were you not sinning just because there wasn't a book around telling you, you were doing somethi
ng wrong? No, sin was still there, but until you KNOW that what you are doing is SIN, it's basically dead to you.
9 For | was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and | died.

10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, | found to be unto death.

Sounds to me, like this is exactly how you feel.

11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.

I mean this whole thing is just killing you right. You are very distressed over it.

12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

Don't you actually feel that way? Love God on the one hand and hate him on the other hand.

13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me
by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

You know | don't know what specific sin you are caught up in? Perhaps you are not in bondage or caught up in any sin.
Perhaps you are just a pretty nice guy, that isn't in bondage to pronography, or drugs or sex or booze. Perhaps you don't
rail and swear at people, or steal, or any of the number of other things or "sins" people commit.

Perhaps you were just a pretty good guy, that did not have a major sin problem. But now you think that you have to be C
ONVICTED and feel bad over something you never did to begin with. Or perhaps if you did do some really bad things, a
nd you've confessed them, and been forgiven, then you don't need to FEEL convicted at all.

Is there some big bad horrible thing you've been doing, that you need to be convicted over? If not then DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. God does not want us going around feeling guilty and convicted, unless we have an issue we need to repent
of and change our mind on. Then we just confess, and get back in fellowship with him.

Paul then goes on to tell you and | just what state we are in.

14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold under sin.

You and | in this BODY we live in are carnal. This body and brain have a mind of it's own totally outside of and beside w
ho we are. And this is why we often find ourselves in the following situation.

15 For that which | do | allow not: for what | would, that do | not; but what | hate, that do I.

16 If then | do that which | would not, | consent unto the law that it is good.

Do you find yourself doing what you don't want to do? That is actually a good state to be in. Better to do what you DO N
OT WANT TO DO, than to do the same thing and WANT TO DO IT. Do you kind of see the difference here?
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Because when you get to the point where perhaps you are doing what YOU DO NOT WANT TO DO, then you are in the
following state.

17 Now then it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform th
at which is good | find not.

It's a much bigger problem is you WANT TO DO THESE THINGS. Because when you want to do them, then it's not just

sin that dwells in this flesh and blood of ours, but it's OURSELVES desireing to do those things.

| have found myself in this statem many times. And it is a curse and vexation to my soul and spirit.

19 For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.

20 Now if | do that | would not, it is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

The propencity to sin, lies dormant within our physical bodies. That is why part of our hope, is that we will get a new bod
y.

Go up on your roof and jump off. What will happen? You will probably break your leg or worse. WHY? Because of a little
law called GRAVITY.

Well, living in these bodies, we are also subject to another law.

21 | find then a law, that, when | would do good, evil is present with me.

Why is evil present with all of us? Because it's in our very flesh, of which our brain is a part. So we are called to overcom
e the flesh, and not to let the sin that is always present with us, reign in our mortal bodies. It is a FIGHT, and it will be a
FIGHT till Christ returns.

22 For | delight in the law of God after the inward man:

23 But | see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of
sin which is in my members.

24 O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
25 | thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind | myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the
law of sin.

Your "mind", is "you". Your "mind" is not your "brain" persay. But your "mind" exists within your brain, and is the real you.

This body and brain is just the vehicle for your "mind”, your "person*ality. OR you could say "your spirit" and or soul.

All' I know is one thing. That my body and mind have a mind of their own, outside of whatever and whoever | really am, a
nd that if | let them just run on "auto-pilot”, | will naturally just walk according to the flesh.
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| have to take charge thought the word and will of God, and the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Your flesh, that body and brain, are always going to vex you. And of course we have a personal enemy and many demo
nic spirits, that are also adept at messing with our minds, and affecting our bodies.

You and | are in a war, against the world, the flesh (this body) and the devil. A lot of people come to Christianity not reali
zing they are in a REAL WAR. And that this war takes place primarily in your brain.

Be glad and rejoice that you are actually doing what you do not want to do. That is a great step to victory. Be worred if y
ou WANT to hate God, that's when you should worry. Because then it would not just be your flesh giving you problems, i
t would be YOU, because it would be your real self. Am | making any sense at all here?

Paul goes on to tell you how to battle with this thing.

Rom 8
1 There is therefore now no condemnation (judgment) to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, bu
t after the Spirit.

These are people who have the very same problems we just discussed, but choose to kill off the deeds of their body and
brain, by choosing to think what the Word says, even if they don't FEEL like it.

You absolutey cannot base your faith, on emotions and feelings. Feeling do not matter one iota, because they are all att
atched to the body. And your body is dead, becasue of the sin that so naturally and easily besets it.

As a Christian you are the true schizo. There are two personalities stuggling to take over and display themselves in you.
YOU have to choose Christ, and put down all imaginations and thoughts that exault themselves against he knowledge of
him. YOU have to bring your thinking into captivity to Him. This all has to be done by the freedom of your will. And it is a
constant struggle.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful f
lesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

Now what is "sin in the flesh"? He told us in the previous chapter. Sin in the flesh is doing what YOU DO NOT WANT TO
DO. Why do you do what you do not want to do? Because sin constantluy dwells with you in your mortal body. BUT you

learn to overcome and conquer that sin. But it is a BATTLE. Sometimes you win, sometimes you loose. But that is why f

orgivness is available.

It is only when you sin WILLFULLY, that you better be really worried. IF you hate yourself, that is a GOOD THING. Just
keep picking yourself back up, everytime you get knocked down. Jesus told Peter that if his bother sinned against him 7
0 x 7 times a day, and turned and repented he was to forgive him. He will do the same for us, because he knows that sin
dwells in this mortal body and it takes us some time, and some battles to overcome. Sometimes you take ground in a wa
r, and sometimes you loose ground in a war. But if you don't give up, Christ will give you the victory in the end.

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

To be carnally minded is to desire to sin and sin. To be spiritually minded is to desire to do the will of Christ, and put his

words in your mind and learn to obey him. BUT though it may be life and peace, it's not the "peace" of the world. It is still
a battle we fight constantly. And we can and will blow it on occasion, but will we sin 70 x 7 times a day, and turn and rep

ent? If we do we will be forgiven. But this is not willful sin, but simply sin of the flesh, that is weak. That is why we are tol
d to watch and pray, because the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.
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7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spi
rit of Christ, he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

Christ in you, is the Words, teacings and sayings of Christ IN your mind. Without that you can never win the battle.

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall al
so quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.

13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.
Through the spirit, is through the words of the spirit, the words of Jesus Christ. We learn from him and then we come to
agree and follow his commandments and sayings. By doing this we begin to choose life, and resist the thoughts and dee
ds that our body and brain seem to always want us to do.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

Will we let the teachings of Jesus Christ lead us? He said: The WORDS that | speak unto you THEY ARE SPIRIT, and T

HEY are life. You spoke about having these constant thoughts, you need to keep reading the words of Jesus Christ and
replace those thoughts. It will be a battle, because remember you are in a war. The war is for your mind.

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father.

Have you talked this over with your heavenly father? He knows how you feel and he is of infinate understanding. There i
s not sin that shocks him not even the temptation to hate him. Ask him to help you, you can pour out your heart to him. H
e loves you very very much, and he loves your family too. Who's to say that your stand and prayer for them, might not ch
ange their lives.

There is a verse, that says "If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he can ask and God will give th
em life.

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be al

so glorified together.

You are suffering. The word says Jesus was tempted on ALL POINTS JUST AS WE ARE. That means Jesus was tempt
ed to hate God also. You have a savior and Lord who has felt and been tempted with everything you have been. Durring
his earthly ministry his own mother and brothers and sisters did not believe in him. How must that have made him feel, k
nowing that if they did not change, they would go to hell.
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18 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be reveal
ed in us.

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature (creation) waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

20 For the creature (creation) was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the sa
me in hope,

21 Because the creature (creation) itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of
the children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselve

s, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

See what | mean, this body can be a real hinderance to us, because of it's affections, desires and lusts. Just as Paul sai
d in chapter 7.

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?

25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit its
elf maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saint
s according to the will of God.

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the fir
stborn among many brethren.

30
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he just
ified, them he also glorified.

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

GOD IS FOR YOU!

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things
?

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God
, who also maketh intercession for us.
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Jesus is constantly interviening for you, and praying for you.

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?

36

As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
Psa 44:22

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

38

For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jes
us our Lord.

You have all this and more going for you.

Father in the name of Jesus Christ, Please help this man to see how much you love him. Please deliver him from the tho
ughts that obcess and opress him. Please show him your kindness, and how you love his family even more than he doe

s. And how it is not your will that any should perrish.

Regards,
El Harris
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