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Immersion Environment - posted by Veronica226 (), on: 2010/2/9 20:57
This may seem like an odd topic, but please bear with me. I really need some godly advice.

I have been trying to learn Japanese on my own for a very long time. (Took 2 classes, but failed to keep up with it.) A fe
w months ago I felt God calling me to be a missionary over there. I never considered it before because I thought it would
be better if I went and served in Africa or something because they are so poor. But now it makes so much more sense fo
r me to go to Japan. I really love the culture and the language and God has really placed a love for the people in my hea
rt. Not only that, but even though they are not physically poor, like in Africa, they are incredibly spiritually poor. Only 1/4 
of 1% of the population is Christian.
Recently I found a method of Japanese that seems to be more effective than anything else I've ever seen. The author of 
the site/blog (alljapaneseallthetime.com) became fluent in Japanese in 18 months. So I have started this "method" and it
seems to be working fairly well. I am really impressed.

He encourages listening to or watching something, anything in Japanese 10-18 hours (this includes while you're sleepin
g). The point being you are simulating growing up in a Japanese environment. The theory is, that is how you got good at
your native language. Not because you took classes and learned grammar, but because you spent HOURS listening to i
t. (It also gets you used to hearing the language.)
The problem? Because of the low Christian population there is little to no Christian media to listen to or watch or read. I 
have a Japanese NT and a Japanese audio NT. I also listen to the news and some random songs that I like. (Though I d
on't understand much of anything yet.) And that's it.
I have a real problem listening to secular music or TV even if it's in a language I don't understand (yet). And I don't like w
atching TV anyway.
I guess the problem is I can't really build an immersion environment because I don't want to have secular things playing 
all the time. And I don't like having something playing in the background ALL the time, it's irritating and I feel it pulls me a
way from my walk with Christ.

I want to have some kind of an immersion environment, but don't want it to distract me.

Any thoughts?

I know this is a weird topic, probably one not brought up here before. But I've seen this "all Japanese all the time" metho
d work many, many times and it frustrates me that I hate listening to media and that almost none of it is Christian. Input i
s greatly appreciated!
In Christ,
Veronica

Re: Immersion Environment - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2010/2/9 22:39
If immersing yourself in the language is 
difficult and frustrating for you; how will
you handle immersion in the culture??
I'm not sure how GOD will prepare your heart
for this mission; but trust HIM to prepare you !!

Re:  - posted by Veronica226 (), on: 2010/2/10 18:00
Sojourner7,
I don't think it is the language and culture that bother me, as much as it is the content of what I could listen to. I don't wa
nt to subject myself to media that doesn't glorify God, even if it's in a language I don't know (yet). The US culture frustrat
es me, but I handle it fine. I just don't willing listen to or watch things that don't glorify God.
Thank you. I am praying that He will prepare me!

Right now, because I don't like having media blast in my ears all the time and that is the best way to become fluent, I am
trusting that God will miraculously help me learn the language!
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Re: Immersion Environment - posted by Giggles (), on: 2010/2/11 0:35
Maybe just stick with that New Testament? Couldn't lose with that it sounds like: helps with the language and feeds the s
pirit.
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