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Rejecting the truth (Advise for dealing with hard hearts) - posted by RainMan, on: 2010/4/29 6:18
I am an ex-pentecostal who used to believe in the prosperity gospel. I believed that God wanted me to be materially rich.
I have been delivered from a covetous heart and realize that Christ himself is that exceeding great reward.

However now i have seen the glorious light my heart is burdened with sorrow as i look back on that road i used to walk o
n and see family and childhood friends still walking in a deception that snares men hearts and leads them to perdition.

I was just wondering if there is anyone else that has been delivered from a false theology / demonic doctrine and what e
xperience and biblical scriptural advise could you give in dealing with loved ones in deception some of which are decade
s older than yourself. Thanks in advance

Re: Rejecting the truth (Advise for dealing with hard hearts) - posted by Shamefaced, on: 2010/4/29 10:19
Anyone have any advice?  Lets edify each other.

Re: Rejecting the truth (Advise for dealing with hard hearts) - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2010/4/29 10:25
Interesting enough; Jesus said a great deal
about those who have much wealth, but are
not rich in GOD'S eyes, about how had it is
for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven,
about laying up for your selves treasures in
heaven...I could go on, but you get the message--
there is no greed in gospel!!

Re: Rejecting the truth (Advise for dealing with hard hearts) - posted by dougr777 (), on: 2010/4/29 10:52
Google the book, "The Great Gospel Deception" by David Servant at Heaven's Family / Shepherd Serve online.

David was also delivered out of the prosperity Gospel and has a few great books on this topic.

Doug

Re:  - posted by Miccah (), on: 2010/4/29 10:54
Rainman.

The best thing I believe you can do is love your family as Christ loved the church.  I can give you a personal example of 
something similar I have dealt on with my family. 

I came from an unsaved background.  No one in my family had known Christ when I was saved, except for my wife.  Thi
s was a little over 5 years ago.  Once I was saved, starting that very day, I became a zealt for the Lord.  Anyone and eve
ryone I talked to, I talked only about the Lord.  

I was saved at around 4:00pm.  My wife and I went to have dinner at her parents house at 5:00pm.  The zeal for His hou
se had consumed me.  All I would do is talk about the Lord.  Everything.  Anything.  All was about Him.  This continued f
or about 2 years.

After a while my wife began to tell me that her parents and siblings didn't like me very much.  They would be passive ag
gresive to me and shun us as "the weird siblings" and such.  Much hurt was felt by my wife and I.  Even our children wer
e shunned as such by the family.  It was pretty dark when dealing with her family at this stage.

Around this time, the Lord lead me to just be quite about Him and only love on her family.  Love, love, love.  The only wa
y I would talk about the Lord, is if they would bring Him up, which was VERY rare.  It pained me so much to sit there with
my wife's family, and not be able to share with them the love that I knew because of Jesus, but I had to obey what the Lo
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rd placed on my heart.  So I loved them for who they were, not for who I know they needed to be.  It was very hard, but f
ruitful.

A funny thing started to happen about 2 years ago.  My wife's family started to open up to the Lord.  My wife's sister start
ed to ask us about our House Church.  She stated to see that were they were going to church was bearing no fruit.  It wa
s in essence, a place without the Lord.  

My wife's sister then asked if her family could attend a House Church that we are affiliated with.  The man who lead this 
House Church that she wanted to attend, is the same man and wife who discipled my wife and I.  My wife's sister and he
r husband began their journey.

Lots of things started to happen.  My wife's sister came to the Lord, her mother and father started going to church.  Even
her younger brothers started to go to some church meetings for young adults.  The Lord began to draw them in on His te
rms, not my own.

Something cool has happened recently on this subject.  My brother-in-law and I just went to serve a short term mission tr
ip at an orphanage in Mexico in January this year.  While we were there, my brother-in-law stood up in front of all the pe
ople we went on the mission trip with and thanked me for being a great aexample to him and his wife.  He stated that if 
my wife and I wouldn't have been such a good example of Christ, that he would have never come to the Lord.  He said t
hat he thought that my wife and I were crazy for many years, but know he sees that we were not.  He thanked me for bei
ng a light to him and his wife, and said he was sorry for how he treated and thought about us...

My friend.  Do you see what I am saying?  Love on your family.  Love them without question.  It will be hard.  You and yo
ur family will be insulted, mocked, looked down upon, though of as crazy, shunned, etc.  But it is all worth it.  Don't get in
to theological debates with them.  Don't stop hanging out with them (unless it is blatent sin), don't stop calling or trying.  
You may be the only light that is in their lives.  But do all of this with love.  

Love your family.  Love them like Christ loved the church.  Your love will be the best witness of Christ that you may ever 
give them.  Love them, and let Christ do the drawing.  Only the Lord can call them into His kingdom.  Your job is to love.

  
John 17:20-26 

Â“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as 
You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.  And
the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that
they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You hav
e loved Me.  Â“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My 
glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.  O righteous Father! The world has
not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me.  And I have declared to them Your nam
e, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.Â”

Re: Rejecting the truth (Advise for dealing with hard hearts) - posted by RoseM (), on: 2010/4/29 15:51
I second the suggestion of looking into the ministry of David Servant. He's doing great works here and abroad.
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