
Scriptures and Doctrine :: "Was it not thy own?"

"Was it not thy own?" - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/1/9 18:22
Occasionally there is a Biblical phrase that stays with you, challenging you, teaching you. You ponder it and at some poi
nt some things start making sense that heretofore was confusing.

Acts 5:4 (NASB) is such a verse: "While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not 
under your control?"

Ownership. It was yours. You could do with it as you pleased. It was yours. Yours. Mine. You could keep it or give it awa
y. It is your call. The individual can make that decision.

Enter Matthew 20:1-16 (NASB):

1Â“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 

2Â“When he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

3Â“And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the market place; 

4and to those he said, Â‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.Â’ And so they went. 

5Â“Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same thing. 

6Â“And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, Â‘Why have you b
een standing here idle all day long?Â’ 

7Â“They said to him, Â‘Because no one hired us.Â’ He said to them, Â‘You go into the vineyard too.Â’

8Â“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, Â‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, b
eginning with the last group to the first.Â’ 

9Â“When those hired about the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 

10Â“When those hired first came, they thought that they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius.

11Â“When they received it, they grumbled at the landowner,

12saying, Â‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burd
en and the scorching heat of the day.Â’ 

13Â“But he answered and said to one of them, Â‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denar
ius? 

14Â‘Take what is yours and go, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 

15Â‘Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?Â’ 

16Â“So the last shall be first, and the first last.Â” 

From an employee's point this makes no sense. It is NOT fair! You worked hard ALL day in the heat and sun and you ge
t paid no more then the one who works one hour! Not fair! Got to form a union to get some justice here!

But there is that one telltale point in v. 15: Â‘Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye 
envious because I am generous?Â’ The owner can do as he pleases with what he owns. 
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Oh. 

Ananias and Sapphira were not obligated to share with the church any of their money. It was a personal decision to do s
o. The employer had the right to determine the wage paid - he was kind enough to make this agreement before the men 
were hired. The employer honored his part but the employees were wanting to renege for what they deemed as unfair. It
may have been, but they agreed and the employer had the right to make agreements as he wills.

Practical applications: People own. They can do with it whatever they choose. Their possession were given to them by 
God. The dispersal of them is between them and God. To God we are accountable. We have no right to envy what is not
ours. It belongs to another. 

Ananias & Sapphira's sin was they lied. Sapphira did not have to agree with her husband - Peter gave her the option to 
be honest, but she lied also and suffered the consequences. Important lesson... 

"Was it not thy own?"

Re: "Was it not thy own?", on: 2011/1/9 18:43
That is very interesting GR, but you know what I often wonder is how did Ananias lie to the Holy Ghost?

Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the 
price of the land?

It doesn't even say, "Why did you lie to the Church?" which would fit quite nicely there because that is where the money 
was going to. But he says, the Holy Ghost instead.

Hmmm

Re:  - posted by ceedub, on: 2011/1/9 19:39

Quote:
-------------------------3  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
-------------------------

I'd also like to understand why Peter indicts Ananias for 'Satan filling thine heart to lie'?  Obviously Ananias is responsibl
e and it's his sin, but the wording resembles the Eden conversations, but from the other side.

It's like a NT follow up on how God feels about passing the buck to Satan.

Re:  - posted by ceedub, on: 2011/1/9 19:48
It's fascinating that an entire group/sect like the Hutterites could be founded on a wrong interpretation of this passage.

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/1/9 21:22

Quote:
-------------------------It's fascinating that an entire group/sect like the Hutterites could be founded on a wrong interpretation of this passage.
-------------------------

How do they interpret this scripture?

I know there are more applications for this scripture but I do not see having all things in common is among them. What s
ay?
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Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/1/9 21:26

Quote:
-------------------------It doesn't even say, "Why did you lie to the Church?" which would fit quite nicely there because that is where the money was going t
o. But he says, the Holy Ghost instead.
-------------------------

Another one of those perplexing statements that invites pondering...

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/1/10 10:37

Quote:
-------------------------It doesn't even say, "Why did you lie to the Church?" which would fit quite nicely there because that is where the money was going t
o. But he says, the Holy Ghost instead.
-------------------------

I have been thinking a lot about this question since I 
read this post...After I got to thinking and thought some more, the answer was so simple I thought why did it take me so l
ong? Still, this exercises will have its multiple benefits - like thinking some more about it because it is dreadfully serious: 
lying to the Holy Spirit brought on these people's death! 

The conclusion I came up with is when the Holy Spirit convicts us and we argue against him, giving Him all the 'reasons' 
why one should not do His bidding. In doing so we may lie. 

Oh, OH.

Simple. Think I will leave it at that.

What do the others think?

Re:  - posted by UntoBabes (), on: 2011/1/10 12:43

Quote:
-------------------------The conclusion I came up with is when the Holy Spirit convicts us and we argue against him, giving Him all the 'reasons' why one s
hould not do His bidding. In doing so we may lie. 
-------------------------

Amen ginny,

The Lord showed me the connection between what Ananias and saphira did and what the sons of Eli did.
They sinned against the holiness of God, against knowledge, and they despised the Spirit of grace.

1 Sam 2:25
If a man sins against another man, one can intercede for him with the LORD; but if a man sins against the LORD, who c
an intercede for him?" But they disregarded their father's warning, since the LORD had decided on their death. 

There is a time when God decides on the death of someone, when He takes away their ability to repent.
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Re: , on: 2011/1/11 19:28
I also see the connection with the sons of Eli now you have pointed it out.  Thanks for that :)

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2011/1/12 18:48
In Acts 5:2 it was not particularly stated that Ananias explicitly claimed that what he laid before the apostle's feet was the
total payment of the land they sold.

It could be that Peter was manifesting the 'gift of discernment' and had no carnal knowledge of what the couple were doi
ng.

But what was so sinister in what they did. It is hard to think that there was a requirement to give all the proceed of the sal
e and not only a portion of it. Nor_ that anyone must give or sell anything at all and live communally.

Is it a sin to give only a portion of the payment if that what their hearts really desired? Was not the sharing then between 
believer totally voluntary without any compulsion?

Why did they lie? why did they agreed together to do this, what was their plan? 

Were they really Christians or they were but spies, or some greedy, corrupt, self-seeking opportunists  that only joined th
e congregation to take advantage of their communal living. 

They wanted to rip the believers while still retaining their assets. They have no fear nor reverence that could lead to dee
p disorder of the congregation from within.

Re: , on: 2011/1/12 20:04
Acts 5:8 passerby. 

And also in the previous section it was noted they were of one body and soul, nobody called anything their own. I guess 
selling their property and holding back some was a failure to fully comitt to the oneness of the community. They wanted t
o appear to be giving their all, but retain some for themselves.

I wonder if the lying to God not men could have something to do with our how we love God by loving our neighbour. We 
give to God by offering praise, thanksgiving and worship.

We give to God through loving our neighbour. Giving them The word, but also looking after their physical needs.

I'm reminded of that passage about the sheep's and the goats.. whatever you did to the least of these you did to me.

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2011/1/13 0:08
What is perplexing with the account on Ananias and Sapphira was the swift and fatal course they received, while it was 
generally perceived that the new testament is 'full of mercy and grace'.

It creates a lot of anxiety to many believers, that such seemingly not so wicked offense will result to quick death, thinking
that they have done more horrible sins than this.

Was there something more sinister than what was apparent. Could it be that the couple have the heart of Judas that wo
uld sell the assembly for pieces of silver. A chronic and incurable greed that respects no one.
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Re: , on: 2011/1/13 1:09
It is perplexing

Lying I guess was what the snake used to lure Eve. I think what was Ginny? said may be true. The hot spirit convicts us 
it is the truth teller.

Yes maybe it  was similar to Judas, greed did seem to be what gave Satan access to him.  

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/1/13 11:08

Quote:
-------------------------What is perplexing with the account on Ananias and Sapphira was the swift and fatal course they received, while it was generally pe
rceived that the new testament is 'full of mercy and grace'.
-------------------------

It is true we are living under the mercy and grace of God - divine enablement by the Holy Spirit to live victoriously for the 
LORD.

However, I just read this morning Zephaniah 1. As I read that I began to wonder....God is sharing the info with Zephania
h that he will totally destroy from off this planet all man and beast. Every last one of them. The reason for this judgement
is given in v.12: 
         And I will punish the men
         Who are stagnant in spirit,
         Who say in their hearts,
         The LORD will not do good or evil!Â’

Sounds like modern day philosophy, tainted with Biblical theology, doesn't it?

Obviously, this total destruction has not happened - yet. In God striking down Ananias and his wife Sapphira are we not 
getting a glimpse of the upcoming judgement of God against sin and that all are within God's radar unless there is repent
ance? and godliness? 

Â‘The LORD will not do good or evil!Â’ So we sing and dance to this mindset? 

Re:  - posted by Joyful_Heart, on: 2011/1/13 12:38
Rev 21:8 	

"But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have th
eir part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 
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