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Jesus vividly illustrated for us with the parables of the lost coin, sheep and prodigal son how all of heaven breaks out in
elaborate celebration over each sinner who turns to God (see Luke 15:7). He even portrays God the Father as the One
who initiates the banquet, singing and dancing.

Above all, the joy, happiness and celebration will never come to an end in heaven. Psalm 16:11 says, A“In Your presenc
e is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.A”

What a place that will be!

As believers, we have something outstanding that the world yearns for. Think about itA—why do people like to listen to
music, watch comedy shows, tell jokes, read cartoons or storybooks and play games? There is something in human nat
ure that longs to smile and be happy. Yet all the happiness the world can offer is short-lived.

Our joy originates from heaven and is therefore able to fill our hearts even in the midst of suffering and difficulties. Paul a
nd Silas, severely beaten and in chains, were celebrating in prison. Why? Their joy was anchored not in their own streng
th but in the promises of God: that all things would work out for their best, that Jesus had gone to the Father to prepare a
place for them and that He would return to take them there.
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