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MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?), on: 2011/5/20 1:45
I am wondering if anyone can recommend a good sermon or discussion on Mark 11:24. I am extremely focused on this 
passage of late and trying to figure it out. 

Obviously none of the apostles nor any other man of God in history has ever cast a mountain into the sea nor moved on
e and obviously Believers in Christ don't always get whatever they ask for and believe for so what does this passage RE
ALLY mean? I know of people who had faith that God would heal their child and so didnt bother take the child to the doct
or and the child then died. They believed that what they asked God for would come to pass; they believed they had what
they had asked for, just as the passage commands, yet they didnt get it and so it brought shame upon Christ and Christi
ans in our community. I can think of many other examples. So either the passage is false or my/their/our understanding 
of it is off.  If you know of a very good sermon on this passage please let me know. Thank you.

Re: MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?) - posted by enid, on: 2011/5/20 2:04
Quote: 'So either the passage is false ...'

I do realise you then went on to say that the understanding might be off.

However, since it was Jesus Himself who spoke these words, how can it be false?

It is a travesty in Christianity when Christians, due to lack of understanding, have let people die and brought dishonour t
o God's name?

Can't think of any sermons concerning this particular scripture, but I hope you can find one.

God bless.

Re: MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?), on: 2011/5/20 7:44

Hi,

There are a good number of sermons by David Wilkerson on tscnyc.org under the sermons tab, which come up to the se
arch for mountain + faith.  I particularly remember 'Moving Your Mountain' but there are more, and Carter Conlon also, h
as preached on this passage.

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/5/20 17:00
If we are saved by Grace through faith, "which is not of my own", and I don't even have the faith of the smallest mustard 
seed, how can I have faith that saves?  Because it is not my faith that saves, but the "Faith of the Son of God" that is birt
hed in me at salvation, born again by the incorruptable Seed of God.  Gal 2:16-20  Seed; 1Peter 1:23

In Christ: Phillip, who is no longer I, "But Christ who lives in me" "the life I now live I live by the faith of the Son of God". 
Praise God.

Re: , on: 2011/5/20 17:34
Alive-to-God,

Does the sermon EXPLAIN the passage or does it just use that verse/passage to support something he says about "mo
ving your mountain"? I need something that really dissects and defines the meaning of the passage. I looked at gty.org b
ecause usually John MacArthur is good at that sort of thing but i didnt find anything there. Thanks for your input.
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Re: MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?), on: 2011/5/20 17:44

Hello CyAn,

There is more than one way to preach this passage of Mark.  I do recommend this sermon.  At the time it was given, it w
as very powerful.  It's one in which you can become part of those listening, and pray at the end, too.  He leaves a lot of ti
me for personal prayer.

It depends whether you want just an exposition that doesn't ruffle your personal feathers, or, you want to use it as an aid
to moving on with God in whatever way He leads as you listen.

Re: Mountain Moving Faith - posted by sonsigns (), on: 2011/5/22 12:26
CyAn, Go  back to Mark 11:13-14 the Withered fig tree. What did Christ say to the fig tree and most importantly Why?

Then read Mark 11: 20-26. 

The fig tree is the symbol for Israel. Peter brought to remembrance the fig tree that Jesus cursed in Mark 11: 12-14
 And Mark 11: 20-26 is the lessoned the disciples and we learn from Christ.

In Verse 22 Jesus say's "Have Faith In God" My Expositors bible say's "literally means have the Faith of God". Such a
faith judges profession/ the fig tree/ removes difficulties 

Re: on mountain moving faith... - posted by sonsigns (), on: 2011/5/23 14:42
CyAn.

If you are looking for a time less classic that digs deep into Mark 11: 20-24 read Kenneth Haggins book "Mountain Movin
g faith"

I have it and re-read it again and the teaching is sound even though Haggin was a word of faith minister. however, I do n
ot see anything wrong with the word of faith movement in some of there teachings as long as it lines up with the word of 
God.

Also Haggin mentions in the book that the greek new testament says "Have faith in God", should read "Have the God Ki
nd of Faith". 

Re:  - posted by MichaelLiao (), on: 2011/5/23 17:33
Hey,

I wanted to ask, how come some translations of the Bible put in Galatians 2:20, "Faith OF the Son of God", instead of "fa
ith IN the Son of God"? Today when I read "Faith OF" on this blog post, that actually revived me today!

In Christ,

- Michael Liao

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/5/23 20:17
Most of the newer translations change the "Faith of the Son of God", to faith in the Son of God, The same with verse 16 
also, which takes away from 1 Cor 1:30.  Most Greek scholars agree it is, "the Faith of the Son of God".  It is the saving f
aith of God that gives us "wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption", For this is what Christ has been made 
to us.  Stick with "Faith of".  "Faith in" puts salvation faith squarly on our backs, taking away from God's work and Christ 
on the Cross, us being given to the Son of God, without which there is no salvation.

In Christ: Phillip 
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Re: MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?) - posted by Lysa (), on: 2011/5/23 21:21

Try Zac Poonen.

http://www.cfcindia.com/web/mainpages/verse_by_verse.php?book=vbv_mark

I haven't listened to this particular one but he gives detailed messages in his other "Verse by Verse" studies.

God bless,
Lisa 

Re:  - posted by MichaelLiao (), on: 2011/5/23 21:23
Amen brother. May the LORD reward you exceedingly in heaven for using you in saying "Faith OF", the Lord revived me
today with that statement. As I have no faith of my own, but the faith of Christ in me. I cannot love without Christ in me, f
or Christ is love. I cannot believe without Christ in me, for Christ is my faith/believe. It's all of grace, who is Christ Jesus 
Himself. I cannot do the will of the Father, without Christ in me, as Christ is known in the Gospels to know nothing excep
t do the will of the Father. "I am crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith OF the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me." Christ IS, Chri
st IS, He IS, He IS, oh brother no wonder God calls Himself "I AM" (Exodus 3:14) I pray that if the Lord wills, I'm going to
write pages of commentary just on that one verse Gal. 2:20. That verse has so much foundations of the Christian faith, I
T'S AMAZING!!!

- Michael Liao

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/5/24 1:10
Michael my heart jumped within me when I read your post.
Like John jumped in his mothers womb when Mary with Jesus in her womb came close.  Jesus is our all in all and it is s
o sad that the most of the Body of Christ don't see this Truth.  Christ in you the hope of Glory, what a statement by Paul f
rom the direct teaching of Jesus Himself, and the Holy Spirit giving Pauls mind the Great Grace that is come, Jesus in a 
person, God Himself living in His children.  Keep preaching my brother.

Christ in you and Christ in me, making us the glorious promise from before the foundation of the world. Ephesians 1:3-5 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly pla
ces in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and with
out blame before Him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, accordin
g to the good pleasure of His will,

Brothers and sisters in Christ by our Father taught us by the Holy Spirit.

In Christ: Phillip

Re: , on: 2011/5/24 10:07
Sonsigns,

Yes, i know the "mountain" is symbolic for "difficulties". However, I also believe it can be taken literally; some things are 
both symbolic AND literal and i think this is one of them. 

As for the request being dependent on "the will of God", of course. But then, how can we ever know what is God's will in 
any matter? And if not, then how can we have the faith "that we already have what we have asked for" (as the verse stat
es)?? It's impossible.
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Re: MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?), on: 2011/5/24 10:10
Thankyou everyone for your impute. I have received a lot of sermon suggestions (some were emailed to me) and feel a 
bit overwhelmed with trying to get to them all. Unfortunately, none of them are from preachers or speakers i have ever h
eard of or am familiar with. I will try to listen to some of them when i am able though...

Re:  - posted by MichaelLiao (), on: 2011/5/24 20:09

Quote:
-------------------------As for the request being dependent on "the will of God", of course. But then, how can we ever know what is God's will in any matter
?
-------------------------

Well to know God's will, you need to continually offer yourself as a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1) day by day:

"I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and accepta
ble to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect." -Romans 12:1-2

You see within the context of Romans 12, if you can live out verse 1, you can live out everything else within Romans 12 
by the grace of God. Once you surrender yourself to the LORD, you will know His will (Romans 12:2) and you'll be able t
o pray according to His will and to LIVE OUT His will, as it will be no longer you who live but Christ who lives in you (Gal.
2:20), and Christ knows nothing except the will of the Father. So offer yourself up as a living sacrifice and the Spirit will l
ead you greatly, as the Spirit applies the work of Christ in you. That has been my experience when by the grace of God, 
I offered myself as a living sacrifice to Him and Him alone. 

I will tell you however, this did earn me a lot of persecution for the past few weeks as the Spirit separates me from this w
orld, in order that I be separated UNTO God. It has been pretty painful and traumatizing for me. So you will know the will
of God and be able to live and pray according to His will, but I tell you dear friend it comes with a cost. "It Will Cost You 
Everything", as Steve Lawson puts it.

In Christ,

- Michael Liao

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/5/27 17:25
The living sacrifice is the sacrificed, resurrected Christ living in us.  This is the only way we can live a merciful life in Him.
 Now by the Christ in me, I can live by the faith of the Son of God that lives in me and gave Himself of us.

Amen Michael, In Christ: Phillip

Re: John 15:7, on: 2011/5/30 21:19
Jesus did say if you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask         whatever you wish and it will be given you.   Bu
t then is he not the living word living in us?  Kind of blows your mind but also expands your heart.

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/5/31 20:27
And all the above plus.  Wonderful

Re: MARK 11: 24  On Prayer (anyone know?) - posted by Enochh (), on: 2011/5/31 20:53
David Platt has an excellent video sermon on prayer that answers a lot of these issues. Don't know if its on SI. But I watc
hed it on Youtube SI channel...either titled Desire Him or Desire God. Very Good teaching on prayer
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Re: , on: 2011/6/1 1:12

Quote:
-------------------------David Platt has an excellent video sermon on prayer that answers a lot of these issues. Don't know if its on SI. But I watched it on Y
outube SI channel...either titled Desire Him or Desire God
-------------------------

I found a sermon called: "Desire--Do We Want Him" by David Platt. It didn't cover this particular verse however, and i did
not learn anything new from it. I found it quite boring, sorry to say. 

Re: , on: 2011/6/1 4:24
Oh, tonight i found this sermon on it, by John MacArthur. Not sure it helps anymore than anything else but maybe some
one else will be blessed by it (I feel I have persisted in prayer for many years.)Some enlightening stuff perhaps. Here it i
s:

The Way of the Fig Tree: Promise Without Performance
Matthew 21:18-22 December 04, 1983   |    gty.org

The Way of The Fig Tree: The Promise Without Performance

This morning, we want to return in our study to Matthew chapter 21. I invite you to take your Bible and do that. If you did
n't bring a Bible along, there's one in the pew near you, I trust. Or you might look on with someone nearby. We want to c
onsider Matthew chapter 21, verses 18 through 22...a very wonderful, a very instructive, very dramatic portion of the Scri
pture and incident in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now remember, as we approach this portion of Matthew 21, Jesus has arrived in the city of Jerusalem. In fact, He arrive
d on Saturday. John 12 tells us six days before the Passover. He came to the town of Bethany, having left Jericho where
He had healed two blind men, one named Bartimaeus and where He had given salvation to a man named Zacchaeus w
ho was a tax collector. He moved up from Jericho to Jerusalem, no doubt around Him a massive congregation of people
who had been attracted to Him by His miracles and by His teaching throughout His ministry and Galilee, Peraea and in J
ericho.

And as they approached the city of Jerusalem, He on Saturday stops at the little village of Bethany, a village of several h
undred people two miles to the east of Jerusalem on the backside of the Mount of Olives. And there He stays in the hom
e of three dear friends--Mary, Martha and Lazarus--Lazarus, whom He has already raised from the dead.

It's Passover time in Jerusalem and so the city is overflowing with multitudes of people. And finding a place to stay is not
easy. Many camped outside. And so Jesus, no doubt, enjoys specially the rest that He finds in the home of Mary, Marth
a and Lazarus.

On Sunday morning, a great multitude from the city move out because the word is out that Jesus is in fact in Bethany an
d so the crowd comes to Bethany on Sunday. And no doubt, He met them there.

Then on Monday morning, a very great event took place. With the breaking of the dawn, Jesus told His disciples to go fi
nd a particular animal that was tied in a nearby village by the name of Bethphage, to bring that animal along with its mot
her and He got on that colt, the foal of an ass, and rode triumphantly into the city of Jerusalem before the hosannas of th
e people...the palm branches that were thrown in His way, the garments that were thrown down upon which the animals 
walked. It was coronation day, at least His earthly coronation. It was the triumphal entry. "The hosannas to the Son of D
avid, Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord," rang throughout that city as they hailed Him as their Messi
ah, their long awaited King, the one who could raise the dead and had demonstrated that by raising Lazarus. And whom 
they believed would now come as the conquering hero to throw over the Roman yoke and liberate the children of Israel f
rom their bondage.

The parade began as He came in the eastern gate. It ended at the temple. And after the conclusion of that procession, 
He returned to Bethany on Monday night and spent the night in the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.

On the dawning of the next day, Tuesday, He again entered the city. This time He went directly to the temple. And upon 
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entering the temple, He said, "This is a den of thieves, it should be a house of prayer," and He proceeded to cleanse the
temple. As a result of that, the religious leaders began to look for a way to kill Him because He was a threat to their syst
em. And again that night, Tuesday night, He went back to Bethany, most likely, to spend the night in the home of Mary, 
Martha and Lazarus.

On Wednesday, He came again to the city of Jerusalem. And again in the confrontation with the religious leaders, that c
onfrontation is recorded for us in verses 23 and following. But we need to stop at this point because when He came in o
n Tuesday and when He came in on the morning of Wednesday, on both of those two days there was a fig tree that cam
e into play. Mark tells us the first meeting with the fig tree was on the first day He came in to cleanse the temple. And the
n the second day when He came back again, there was a second encounter with the fig tree. That's in Mark chapter 11.

Matthew condenses both of those into just one narrative from verse 18 to 22. Matthew isn't so concerned with the chron
ology as he is with the point, the message of the fig tree. And that ought to be our emphasis as well.

Now keep in mind that Jesus came as King...very important. In fact, you go all the way back to Genesis 49:10 and you w
ill see there that God promised clear back in the first book of the Bible that there would come a King out of Judah and H
e would have a scepter and that scepter would belong to Him as the rightful heir. And as you study the Old Testament, t
his is reiterated again and again and again. The promise of the King fills up the Old Testament. In 2 Samuel chapter 7, it
is promised that David would have a greater Son, a Son who would be an eternal King. In Psalm 2 and Psalm 45 and Ps
alm 72, there is the promise of a King coming, the one who would reign supreme. In Psalm 2, the one who would have p
ower over the nations, who would rule them with a rod of iron, the nations being placed under His feet. In Isaiah 9, it say
s of Him the government will be upon His shoulder. Zechariah 9 talks about His kingliness. And Zephaniah, Zechariah a
nd Micah all tell us also that the King would be none other than God. In fact, in Micah 5:2 it says He would be born in Bet
hlehem, but His goings would have been of old from everlasting. So the eternal God would be born a King, coming into t
he world to establish Himself as rightful ruler.

Now Jesus then, on Monday, when He rode in, listened to the accolades and the hosannas and accepted the coronation
, fickle as it was. And having been affirmed and inaugurated as King on Monday, He then proceeds immediately to do tw
o kingly things. The first thing He did was cleanse the temple, the second thing He did was curse the tree. Both of those 
are acts of sovereign authority.

Now the Jews believed that their king would come and would be a military leader, would save the state of Israel, if you w
ill, from Roman bondage, would bring about a prosperity that was promised in the Old Testament. He would not only be 
a military leader but He would be an economically successful leader. He would be able to bring together all the disharmo
nious factions of society. He would be able to make it all work out the way it was supposed to. He would create utopia, t
o borrow a more modern term.

But instead of attacking Rome, He attacked Judaism. Instead of becoming a conqueror, He was a confronter. Instead of 
talking about revolution, He talked about righteousness. And instead of cleaning out the enemy, He cleaned out His own
house. And this was not consistent with what they expected. This was not the kind of King they looked for. And may I ad
d, it still isn't. They are still not interested in the Jesus of the Bible, they are still not interested in the one who is the Son 
of righteousness. They are still looking for a military leader. They are still looking for an economic deliverer. And that, my
dear friends, is why they will be so ripe for the pact that they will make with the Antichrist, as Daniel 9 tells us, because t
hey are still looking for the wrong thing.

The Christians in the land of Israel today are almost invisible. I mean, genuine redeemed born-again Christians, not quot
e/unquote Christians because they have orthodox heritage in the Greek Orthodox Church or whatever. But the genuine 
Christian is almost hard or impossible to find. And the state of Israel is not interested in that kind of Messiah. They are n
ot interested in one who will confront them about their sins. They're interested in a political military economic and social 
savior. So nothing really has changed. They misunderstand the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of the Messiah today,
as much as they did in the past.

And so, when He comes, just after He's been inaugurated king, He does two things immediately. First, cleanse the templ
e; second, curse the tree, and they are monumentally significant things. And if you don't understand them, you won't und
erstand why they wanted Him dead.

The first thing, cleansing the temple, was a denunciation of their religion. It was a denunciation of their worship. The sec
ond thing, cursing the tree which we'll see today, was a denunciation of them as a nation. So instead of overthrowing the
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ir enemies, in a sense He denounces them. And it's inconceivable to them that their own Messiah could come and cond
emn them. And that is why they put Him to death. They would have nothing to do with Him and they said it, "We will not 
have this man to reign over us." This isn't our kind of king. He wasn't like other kings. Pilate even said to Him, "Are You a
King? He said, "You said it but My Kingdom is not of this world. I'm a king but not the kind of king you're used to."

So, what you see here are two acts of kingly authority: the cleansing of the temple and the cursing of the tree. He has th
e scepter and He wields it in these ways. Now we've already seen the cleansing of the temple, dramatic, dramatic scene
. Let's look at the cursing of the tree, verse 18. "Now in the morning as He returned into the city, He was hungry." And w
e'll stop there for a moment.

This is the predicament. Let's call this the predicament. This is a most interesting thing. It is in the morning. What mornin
g? Well, for Matthew it's a combination of Tuesday and Wednesday. He just brings the two together. Mark says the first 
morning He came in and found the tree, cursed it. The second morning they came in, they saw it withered. Matthew just 
combines the whole thing to get at the truth. "In the morning, as He returned to the city," that is returning after His coron
ation on Monday, "He was hungry."

So human...so human. He was hungry. How did He get hungry? Hadn't Mary, Martha and Lazarus provided food for Him
? Oh surely they would have. And breakfast in Israel is a big thing, a very big event. In fact, it's so big that it's almost pai
nful. And surely they would have provided that. But it may have been that He had been praying. It may have been that H
e had been in spiritual battle. It may have been that He had been seeking the heart of God and that had His desire for fo
od had been over ridden by His spiritual hunger and He had preempted any thought of a meal by His time of prayer. And
it may have been that now that that prayer time is over, as He walks back to the city, He because of the difficult walk, I d
on't mean impossible but it's downhill and uphill and maybe He began to feel the hunger that He had ignored earlier. An
d He was hungry. Oh, what a mystery. The divine God, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and He gets hungry. But that
is the essency of His humanness.

And along with Him are the ubiquitous disciples, desperately in need of another profound lesson and about to receive on
e. Verse 19, "And when He saw a fig tree along the way, He came to it, found nothing on it but leaves only." Stop there.

Coming to a fig tree in Israel isn't that unusual. We saw several of them. One comes to my mind in general, a rather mas
sive one that we saw growing beside an old building in Caesarea on the sea, Mediterranean Sea. But fig trees are very c
ommon to that part of the world. But this fig tree was unlike most fig trees. In the first place, it shouldn't have even been t
here with leaves on it because it was only April and fig trees, though they bloom twice a year, the early fruit doesn't com
e until May or June. And for a fig tree to have leaves in April was very uncommon. Maybe in Jericho they had already ea
ten of the figs because everything blooms early in Jericho, the sun is so constant and so intense. But up on the hilltop, it 
just didn't happen that in April fig trees bloomed and bore fruit.

And so, our Lord in His hunger sees this fig tree. And it says it was along the way, which means it was a roadside fig tre
e, He wasn't invading someone's private orchard. It was just a roadside tree. And when He saw it, He came up to it and 
discovered that it had leaves only. In other words, He was attracted to it because it did have leaves. Why? Listen...you h
ave to understand a little bit about fig trees and I know as little as anybody so I'll tell you what I know.

Mark says in Mark 11 that it was not the season of figs. It wasn't fig season. But let me just give you a little bit of a backg
round so you'll understand why he said this. Palestine was a land of fig trees. In Deuteronomy 8:8, you know, when God 
laid out the beauty of the land, He said it's a land of wheat, it's a land of barley, it's a land of vines, it's a land of fig trees. 
The delicious fruit of the fig was abundant in the land. The spies in Numbers 13 went into the land, came out and reporte
d that there were fig trees there. And that was a demonstration of the great treasure of that land. In fact, in Zechariah 3:1
0, I believe it is, the promise is that someday in the Kingdom every man is going to sit under his own vine and under his 
own fig tree. The fig tree is a symbol of the prosperity and the wealth and the richness of that land agriculturally.

So, the presence of fig trees were the mark of the prosperity of the land. The absence of fig trees, the mark of the judgm
ent of the land. And today there aren't surely nearly the fig trees there were once. They've had to be replanted, you kno
w, that land has been denuded and stripped naked so many, many times that they're having a reforestation project now t
o put it back to what it used to be. But it was made naked by so many different conquerors who came in and built all thei
r war machines out of the wood. They stripped the woods bare. And then in one period of Israel's history, they made a la
w that every man was taxed according to the number of trees he had on his land. So everybody went out and cut down 
all their trees. But the fig trees are coming back to the land. Their absence now may be a mark of God's judgment on tha
t prosperity.
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Fig trees can get 20 feet high and they can get 20 feet wide. And they're great shade trees. Nathaniel, John 1:48, may w
ell have been under his own fig tree when called to the discipleship of Christ.

Now fig trees bear fruit twice a year...May, June and then later in the year. And here's the important point. The fruit come
s before the leaves. The fruit comes before the leaves. And so, if you see a tree with leaves, what should you expect? Fr
uit. And when the Lord saw the tree with leaves, it was amazing because in Jerusalem it's too early for that. Oh, maybe t
his tree was at a very fertile point in the soil. It may have been that that soil had unique nutrients. It may have been that i
t was near a brook and water was in abundance provided to the roots. It may have been that somebody specially cared f
or that, or it may have been that God just had that tree bloom a little early. But it should have had fruit because it had lea
ves.

And so, the Lord came near because He was anticipating having His hunger met by this wayside tree. But when He got t
here, it says, "He found nothing on it but leaves only." It was too early for the fruit to have died. Just never had any.

It was a diseased tree. It was a fruitless tree. And it became for Him a profound illustration. You see, He is the master of 
capturing the illustrations out of nature. He uses water, birds, animals, weather, wineskins, trees, flowers. He uses anyth
ing and everything to teach spiritual truth. And He does it here, too. So we move from the predicament to the parable in 
verse 19. And He has a teaching that He wants to convey and He does it in parabolic form.

He comes to the tree, finds only leaves and says unto it, verse 19, in the middle of the verse, "Let no fruit grow on thee h
enceforward forever." Mark 11 recording the same incident, says Peter said He cursed the tree, Mark 11:21...He cursed 
it. In other words, He pronounced its destruction, he pronounced its doom, He pronounced its death. He killed that tree 
with His word. Tree, you're dead from here on. And presently, the fig tree withered away. You compare the passage in M
ark on the first day, He cursed it. The second day, when they came back in by the same tree, they saw that it was alread
y dead. It wasn't dying, it was already dead. It had died immediately from His curse, they just didn't see its death until the
next day. He cursed it and it died.

Now what is the parable? Oh, it's obvious. The context, the circumstances, the first day He's on His way to the temple a
nd He stops and curses a fig tree because it has nothing but leaves. It has a pretense of fruit but no fruit. And then from t
here He goes right in and cleanses the temple. Do you think there's a connection? Sure there's a connection. Sure there'
s a connection. That fig tree is symbolic of Israel. The leaves are symbolic of Israel's religious activity and the fruitlessne
ss is equally symbolic of Israel. They have a form of godliness... right?...without power. They have a zeal for God without
knowledge, Paul says in Romans 10:2. Jesus cleansed the temple and thus He denounced their religion. Jesus cursed t
he fig tree and thus He denounces their nation as fruitless.

You see, fruit is always the indicator of salvation. You go back to Matthew chapter 7 and our Lord simply says in the Ser
mon on the Mount, "By their fruits you shall...what?...know them." You go to Matthew chapter 13, the parable of the four 
soils and you find the good soil and the good soil is seen as good soil because it produces what? Fruit, some hundredfol
d, some sixty- fold, some thirty-fold. And you go to John 15 verse 5, and it says every branch that abides in Me brings fo
rth much...what? Fruit. Fruit is ever and always the manifestation of true salvation. And what God is saying here is Israel
is a nation with a pretense of religion that is unsaved, unredeemed, lost, cut off from God. And He has in mind not only I
srael but particularly Jerusalem which demonstrates this holy zeal for God's name, which busily engages in religious acti
vity, all utterly fruitless.

And it is still so. I tell you, you're overwhelmed with that when you're there. You're continually faced with religion everywh
ere. When we left New York, we were on the plane with a whole lot of orthodox Jews, committed to orthodox performanc
e. And they would stand up at their prayer times in the middle of the aisle in the plane and they would wrap the phylacter
ies around their head because in Deuteronomy 6 it says, "Bind the law of God on your forehead and on your arm." And s
o they put the box on their head and they tie the thing all around their head and then they put it on their wrist and they tie
it all around their arm and then they drop a big shawl over their head. And they genuflect and bob up and down toward J
erusalem all the way, you know. And it's...they're oblivious to what's going on. The pilate is saying, "Please be seated an
d buckle your seatbelt, or take your seat in the aisle, we're trying to serve lunch," or whatever. That doesn't matter to the
m at all. They are doing their thing.

We stopped in Brussels, Belgium and we got out into the airport and they lined up and...mass of them along the window
s and they began to do their genuflecting with the little boxes on their head and the phylacteries on their arms. And they 
were doing just exactly what our Lord saw them do in His day. They were going through their vain repetition, their endles
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s kinds of meaningless prayers, they were doing their religion before men to be seen of men, to be acclaimed of men an
d so forth. And it was all nothing but leaves because they have denied the truth of God, they have denied the revelation 
of God in their own Messiah. And they're going through religious motions. And you're just overwhelmed with this leaves 
without fruit kind of religion. And many of these people, around their waist, they wear the right little tassles that hang dow
n to identify themselves with the law. We went under the area of the western wall which are the footings of Herod's templ
e, the Herodian temple which stood in the time of our Lord, and we saw them in the very special holy place, the holiest pl
ace that they believe they have in their land, the place where they think they have access to the Holy of Holies, the esca
pe hatch where the priests could get out when he got defiled in the Holy of Holies and wanted to get out and get cleanse
d and get back in without the people knowing. And they think they've found that and they said it's the holiest place in all 
of Israel. And we watched these people, their heads against the wall doing this and sticking prayer requests in cracks.

We had the privilege of meeting the chief rabbi of all the holy places, the chief rabbi of the state of Israel and the man wh
o was minister of religious affairs. We went down for the sacred lighting of the first candle of Hanuka against the wall. An
d we watched all of this and all this religion going on all and around and you're just overwhelmed with the fact that it's all 
without any righteous fruit.

And that's what our Lord saw. And He pronounces judgment. And it has been a patient pronunciation. It could have been
done a lot earlier. In Luke there's an interesting use of this same picture in the thirteenth chapter in verse 6. The Lord he
re speaks a parable, "A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came and sought fruit on it and found non
e. And he said to the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find non
e." I don't know, maybe that has something to say to connect up with the three years of our Lord's ministry, calling for fru
it from Israel. "Cut it down, why let it cumber the ground. And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also
till I shall dig about it and fertilize it. And if it bear fruit, well. And if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down." Give it a littl
e more time, Lord.

And so the Lord did. It wasn't just after the three years of His ministry that the fulfillment of that curse came, it wasn't unti
l 70 A.D. when the Romans came and sacked the city and totally leveled the temple. The Lord was patient. But He curse
d the tree. It never did bring fruit. It still hasn't brought fruit.

Now people, the cleansing of the temple and the cursing of the tree then you see is very dramatic, don't you? Devastatin
g. And it's little wonder that they reacted by hating Jesus Christ and wanting Him dead. Jerusalem and Judaism is spiritu
ally fruitless, sinful, cursed for judgment. That's essentially the message of Jesus as the King. He is coronated on one da
y, this is His message the next day...you're doomed. Boy, they really didn't expect their Messiah to come to deliver that 
word, did they?

But, had they forgotten what John the Baptist said? Clear back in chapter 3, that when He comes, His fan is in His hand,
He will purge the floor, He will gather His wheat into the grainery and burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. The Mes
siah would come and he would come in judgment. The acceptable year of the Lord was really over. And He was pronou
ncing judgment.

Notice at the end of verse 19, "Immediately the fig tree withered away." When He cursed it, it died. Mark 11:20 and 21 in
dicates the next morning when they came by it, it had died from the roots up, it had dried up. And they were awed by tha
t. Verse 20, "When the disciples saw it, they marveled saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away." It died that fast. T
he next day they came by, it was already dead. What a symbol of what was coming to Israel.

It's reminiscent of Old Testament passages. It's reminiscent, first of all, go back with me to Deuteronomy chapter 28, De
uteronomy chapter 28, this whole section here from 27 on deals with whether or not Israel's going to be blessed or curse
d, whether they're going to be in the land or out of the land. And here it comes down to very clear focus. In chapter 28, "I
t will come to pass if thou shalt hearken diligently to the voice of the Lord thy God to observe and to do all His command
ments, which I command thee this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth." In othe
r words, if you're obedient, God will bless you. "And all these blessings shall come on thee and overtake thee if thou shal
t hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed shalt thou be in the city, in the field, the fruit of thy body, the fruit of t
he ground, the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy cows, the flocks of thy sheep, thy basket, thy kneading trough. Bless
ed shalt thou be when thou comest in, when thou goest out." And further blessing is pronounced all the way down to ver
se 14.

Then in verse 15, "But, it shall come to pass if thou wilt not hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God to observe to do all 
His commandments and His statutes which I command thee this day, that all these curses shall come upon thee. Curse
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d shalt thou be in the city, in the field, thy basket, thy kneading trough, the fruit of thy body, the fruit of thy land, the incre
ase of thy cows and the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, cursed shalt thou be when thou 
goest out. The Lord's going to send on you cursing, vexation, rebuke," and it goes on and on and on clear to the end of t
he chapter, that's verse 68. Verse 49 says, "The Lord's going to bring nation against you from the end of the earth, as s
wift as an eagle, a nation whose tongue you don't understand." And all of that is curse. Now listen, you obey--you're bles
sed. You don't obey--you're what? You're cursed.

In Isaiah chapter 5 you have a similar kind of passage where the Lord says, "I planted a noble vine," that's the nation Isr
ael, "in a very fruitful hill," that's the land of Canaan. "I took all the stones out, removed all the enemies. I build a moat ar
ound it, insulated it with a protective ceremonial system and social system. I gave a winepress," that's the sacrificial syst
em, "what more could I have done to My vineyard. And the answer is nothing more and I looked for it to bring forth grape
s and it brought forth sour berries, I will curse that people." And then in chapter 5, it's curse, curse, curse, curse, curse, c
urse...six times. And they're cursed.

It was all established in Deuteronomy 28, you obey--you're blessed. You disobey--you're cursed. And they disobeyed an
d they disobeyed and they disobeyed and they disobeyed and they are continuing today to disobey. And Israel today is s
till under a curse from God. That's not a very happy message to give them. But that's the fact because they continue to r
eject the Messiah. They continue to demonstrate a religion that is leaves without fruit. It's religion without reality. And the
y're cursed. They are preserved but they're not blessed. They're preserved because God will redeem them in the future 
when the Messiah comes. What we're seeing now in Israel is not the regathering of the nation prophesied in the Bible, th
at regathering is going to be done by the Messiah in a redeeming work. What you're seeing now is just some preliminary
activity. And they're regathering themselves on a political basis, they're not be regathered redemptively or Messianically.
In fact, there are some orthodox Jews in Israel who do not recognize the state of Israel. We saw some of them. They do
n't recognize the state of Israel, therefore they trade only in the American dollar, they won't use Israeli currency because 
they believe that only the Messiah can restore the true state of Israel and until that time, any attempt to do that is a false 
attempt.

Well, in their own way they're right. What has been created is a political state, but they're still cursed. They know no rest.
They patrol their borders constantly. Everybody's on a constant state of alert. Everywhere you go there are soldiers who 
are armed with machine guns, all over the place. In fact, it becomes commonplace. You don't think anything of it. You go
..we'll be traveling along in the Jordan Valley and jets are zooming a thousand feet over the ground, up and down they c
an only find three minutes in any direction without being over one of their borders. That's how small and how isolated.

And they believe that the whole Arab world at any moment would like to put them out of existence. Several times they sa
id, as we visited the Holocaust Museum, and that's what our enemies want to do to us again. That's what our enemies w
ant to do to us again, remember that. And all they're waiting for across those borders is for Allah to say we're to fight Isra
el. You see, the Arab world they say says whatever Allah says, we do it. If Allah says we have peace with Israel, we hav
e peace. If Allah says we have a holy war, we have a war. So they don't know what Allah's going to say. In fact, they don
't know who represents Allah. But if somebody stands up like Khomeini or anybody else and says, "Allah says war with I
srael," then they know war will break out. And they're in a constant state of vigilance. Life for them is reduced to the basi
c things, survival and defense.

They're under a curse...the curse that our Lord pronounced upon them, the curse that Isaiah pronounced upon them, the
curse that's pronounced upon them by God in Deuteronomy, it's the same thing. You disobey Me, you are under judgme
nt. And they're under that. God preserves His people in an unblessed situation. And someday they're going to enter into 
that blessing, someday they're going to look on Him whom they have pierced and mourn for Him as an only Son. Somed
ay the people are going to be redeemed and then they will know what it is to be at rest from their enemies, then they will 
know what it is to be at peace. But until then, they're so paranoid about that, that they're set up in a perfect condition to a
ccept a contract with the Antichrist who will bring them a moment of deliverance, a moment of prosperity, a false security
. They're still a cursed people.

So, the parable is understood. Powerful. But remember I said the Lord has disciples with Him? And the Lord wants to us
e this to teach them something also. So we turn a little corner as we come to verse 21 and let's call this the principle. An
d here the Lord moves from the parable to the principle. And this is the principle for the disciples. The first principle we c
ould say is the obvious truth that profession without reality is cursed. That was something they must have learned from t
his. That it doesn't do any good to profess to be religious if there's no fruit, that's a profound lesson. And while it is a nati
onal illustration in the parable, it certainly has individual implications. And I warn you that if you're life is a life of leaves wi
thout fruit, you are cursed and doomed just like the nation Israel was. God's going to judge the religious. God is going to 
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damn to eternal hell those people who had a show of religion without the truth. That is the first principle. And so if you ar
e living a lie, if you are masquerading as one who is religious but there's no fruit in your life, you're damned, you're curse
d.

But there's a lesson He wants to give to His disciples. There's a principle that they need, too. And so He takes this illustr
ation and He turns it to a spiritual principle for them. And the principle I want you to see, because He points it out, is in v
erses 21 and 22.

"Jesus answered and said unto them," now He turns to His disciples, "verily," and this is here for emphasis to affirm the 
certainty of what He says, "I say to you, if you have faith and doubt not, you shall not only do this which is done to the fig
tree, but also if you shall say to this mountain, Be thou removed and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done." Stop the
re.

You say, "Well, that doesn't seem to be connected with the lesson." Well, it really isn't connected with the lesson of the p
arable but it's connected with their response to the lesson. Their response to the lesson is in verse 20, "They were amaz
ed and they marveled," it says in verse 20, "how soon is the fig tree withered away," they said. Boy, how fast that thing d
ied. What power, right? That's what they're saying. What power. I mean, He cursed that thing and it was dead. What po
wer.

So, He says to them, "Let me tell you something, men. If you have faith and don't doubt, you'll not only be able to do thin
gs like that, but you could say to this mountain...and that would no doubt refer to the Mount of Olives...be cast into the se
a...and the sea that was on the backside of that would have been the Dead Sea, 4,000 feet down... you could say to this
mountain, dump yourself into that sea and it would be done."

Now obviously that's not literal. That's a picture of power. I don't know if you know it but in Jewish literature, a rooter up o
f mountains was a metaphor for a great spiritual leader. It's in the Babylonian Talmud that they call the great rabbis "root
er up of mountains". In other words, people who could remove great obstacles, people who could solve great problems, 
people who express great power. "Rooting up mountains" became a metaphor for dealing with difficulty, dealing with imp
ossible situations. And the Lord is saying, "Look, I want you to know that you have this power and this power is available
to you through faith. If you would believe and not doubt, you can see God's power." It's like recorded in the gospel of Joh
n in the upper room when the Lord said to them, "Greater works shall these...than these shall you do because I go to My
Father." In other words, there's great power available. John 14, He says, "Whatever you ask in My name, I'll do it." And i
n verse 22 He sums it up by saying, "All things, whatever you shall ask in prayer, believing you shall receive."

This is a tremendous thing. They're saying, "Lord, what power, You wished that tree dead and it was dead." And He say
s you've got the same power available. You've got the same power. And He turns it into a lesson about prayer for them, 
that you can see the same power working if you believe.

Now let me tell you what He means by this. Faith is not faith in nothing. And faith is not faith in things that you think ough
t to be, and faith is not faith in you or your ideas or your dreams or your ambitions. Faith is placing your confidence in Go
d. All right? So when it says if you have faith, it doesn't mean nebulous..."Well, I believe in believing...well, I believe beca
use I believe." Faith is placing confidence in something you know that is true. It is believing in God as God has revealed 
Himself. So to say if you have faith and doubt not is to say if you believe that God is able and will do what He says He wi
ll do, then you can see it done. Okay?

In other words, the faith that we must have in prayer is not faith in our ideas, is not saying, "Well, you know, I'd like to ha
ve that and if I have enough faith I'll get it." No, no, no. That's that ridiculous stuff that you hear being propagated today. 
"Well, if you have enough faith, you can have everything."

I heard about a pastor yesterday who claimed a whole piece of property for his church. And he told his people if you hav
e the faith to do it, and just claim it, it's positive confession faith, you claim it, it's yours. And he claimed it and it fell throu
gh. And this is his whole message constantly to his people. So how is he going to recover from that? So he says, "Well, 
we had one guy on our board who didn't have the faith and he blew the whole thing."

That isn't what He's talking about. Having faith is trusting in the revelation of God. In other words, if I know that somethin
g is consistent with God's mind, if I know it is consistent with His will, if I know it is consistent with His purpose, if I know i
t is consistent with His desire, then I believe that and I can see that come to pass. It is faith in God as God is and God as
God has revealed Himself to be.
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And how is that appropriated? Verse 22, by prayer. Our faith is activated in petition...petition. And as we ask in prayer, b
elieving...we receive. Oh, not that we may consume it on our own lusts, because James 4:3 says we won't get those kin
d of things. Not because it's our will, but because 1 John 5:14 and 15 says it has to be His will. Not because we ask in o
ur name because John 14:13 and 14 says it has to be in Christ's name. But as we ask consistent with God's revelation o
f Himself, consistent with the name of Jesus Christ and His purpose, consistent in an unselfish way to the glory of God, 
we can know we'll receive it.

This is similar to Matthew 17:20, turn back for a moment. The disciples came back, they couldn't do a miracle they want
ed to do. He said you couldn't do it because of your unbelief. You couldn't do it because of your unbelief. "If you just had 
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you'd say to the mountain, Move from here to yonder place and it would move and not
hing would be impossible." You didn't have enough faith, you should have had the faith of a grain of mustard seed.

You say, "Now wait a minute. Faith of a grain of mustard seed, that's the smallest seed there is." Well, yes, but that's not
talking about small faith. The faith of a grain of mustard seed is this, a mustard seed's a small seed that produces what? 
a very large bush. And the idea is if you have faith that starts small but gets larger and larger and larger and larger, you'r
e going to see God work in power. That's what He's saying. So you start out small and if it doesn't happen, you don't say
, "Well, I give up...I asked the Lord to do it and He didn't do it." But your faith grows and strengthens and strengthens an
d strengthens, it's like the same kind of faith that is illustrated to us in the gospel of Luke chapter 11, gospel of Luke cha
pter 18, both of which give us the stories of persistent...persistent people where the guy gets his answer because he kno
cks and knocks and knocks and knocks and knocks. And where the lady gets her response because she begs, and beg
s and begs and begs.

In other words, the Lord is saying if you believe in God enough to be persistent in your prayers and to start out small and
keep praying and keep praying and keep praying, let that faith strengthen and strengthen and strengthen, then God's goi
ng to respond to that.

Now some people will always come along and say, "Oh well, but God's going to do what He's going to do anyway. And 
what about God's sovereignty and we can't ask for stuff that's out of His will. And how does He know if He wants to do it
?" So forth and so on, and you can get all tangled up in the sovereignty of God and then you can make your prayer life lit
erally impotent. I don't understand those relationships anymore than I understand that I must come to Christ for salvation
and yet it's all of His sovereignty. There are paradoxes in the Bible that I don't understand and I know God has a soverei
gn will and I know God answers prayer sovereignly and I know God is in charge of everything and I know He does exactl
y what He wants to do but I also know the Bible says that I'm supposed to pray persistently and I'm supposed to pray fait
hfully and I'm supposed to pray believing that what God says is what God wants. And what God says He's able to do is i
n fact what He is able to do. And if my faith will grow and grow and persist and persist and persist, I'll see the power of G
od.

And some of you are not seeing God work in your life simply because there's no persistence in your prayer. There's no c
ontinuance in your prayer. There's no strengthening. You don't get an answer so you quit. And it's not mustard seed, it's 
something else. Mustard seeds start small, gets big.

Boy, when I see a verse like 22 of Matthew 21, all things whatever you shall ask in prayer, believing you shall receive, th
at's a pretty dynamite promise, folks. And if you understand that that means all things in the will of God, it doesn't hurt it, 
it just makes it all the better, right? Because what do you want? You only want what God wills, right? I want whatever Go
d wants for me. I want the best that God wants for me. I want the best that God wants for you. I want the best that God 
wants for this church. I want the best that God wants for this ministry, whatever it is, I want that with all my heart I want t
hat. And here the Lord says if you really believe God wants that, and God can do that, then let's see the exercise of your
faith in persistence. And some of us have not received the blessing of God in our lives simply because we have not persi
sted in prayer.

Now my job is not the harmonia...harmonize all of that with God's sovereignty. God does that part. I can't do that. But my
job is to respond in faith and simple trust to the confident statement of verse 22, that if I ask in prayer believing that God 
will do what He will do and is able to do what He says He will do, that I'll see His power.

I just...I get tired of impotence. I get...I'm weary of a church without power. I'm weary of a life without power. I'm weary of
people without power. I'm weary of not seeing the hand of God in an almighty way. I want God to be at work. And I know
that the plan here is given very clearly, if we ask in prayer...not doubting.
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And, you know, a lot of folks start their prayer all on great faith and they don't get an answer in the next 24 hours and...p
hist. That's not mustard seed, that's not getting stronger and bigger and larger. You keep pursuing, keep persisting, kee
p knocking, keep crying out. Christ when He prayed in the garden cried out to the point where He sweat, as it were, grea
t drops of blood because of the soul anguish that was poured out in His prayer. We throw...we throw superficial shallow l
ittle prayers at God that are so trite, lack so much intensity and so much passion that they dishonor God by even being o
ffered. We think that God builds His church by better programs. We think God builds His church by better plans, by bette
r ideas. And we fail to realize that where God really wants to reveal His power is through persistent prayers of His peopl
e.

Now I'm committed in my own heart to a greater commitment to the life of prayer and less involvement in trying to think u
p better ways to do things. And when I see a problem that I can't solve, instead of running up the street and trying to get 
the next best counselor that I can find in line to help the person, to take the person to prayer and let God do the things th
at He wants to do through His own power. And maybe we'd be a greater help to each other if we spent more time in pray
er than more time in giving advice.

Verse 22 is a dynamic verse. You ought to put a circle around it in your Bible and see if it is being applied in your life. I m
ean, when's the last time you saw some mountain moved into the sea because you didn't doubt God but you persisted in
prayer?

Well, very dramatic event. Jesus is the King. And the King does what the King wants to do because He's the King. And 
what He wants to do is show to Israel the nature of His kingliness. And it isn't political and isn't social and it isn't military, 
first of all, it's spiritual. And so He does what must be done. He cleanses the temple. He curses the tree. And He says to 
them, "Your religion is corrupt and your nation is corrupt and they are doomed to judgment." Sad day. He laid the axe at 
the root of the tree and He did it because there was nothing but leaves, nothing but leaves.

Somebody wrote, "Nothing but leaves and the Spirit grieves over a wasted life. Or sins committed while conscience slept
, promises made but never kept, hatred, battle and strife, nothing but leaves. Nothing but leaves, no garnered sheaves o
f life's fair ripen grain, words, idle words, for earnest deeds, we sow our seeds low, tares and weeds we reap with toil an
d pain, nothing but leaves. Nothing but leaves, memory weaves no veil to hide the past, as we retrace our weary way, co
unting each lost and misspent day, we find sadly at last nothing but leaves. And shall we meet the Master so, bearing ou
r withered leaves, the Savior looks for perfect fruit, we stand before Him humble mute, waiting the words He breathes...n
othing but leaves."

I trust you examine your own heart in that regard. And if you find in fact that you are one of His own and there is fruit ther
e, may it be that it's the fruit of persistent prayer and that you learn the lesson those disciples needed to learn that all the
power the Lord had when He cursed the tree and more is available to the one who calls upon Him in faith. And may we 
go to prayer on behalf of each other and the purposes of our Lord and His glorious Kingdom. Let's pray.

Lord, if there are some in our fellowship, and we know there are, who have nothing but leaves, whose lives are devoid of
fruit, who shall meet the master bearing their withered leaves while He looks for perfect fruit, and stand before Him hum
ble mute waiting the words He breathes, nothing but leaves, O God, for those we pray. Save them. Infuse into the deadn
ess of their life Thy living power through Christ that they may bear fruit and not be cut down and cast into the fire like so 
many Judas branches.

And then, Lord, for those of us who are fruit-bearing Christians but who have never really been faithful to persistent pray
er and therefore never seen Your power the way we could see it, call us, O God, by Your Spirit to a more faithful prayer l
ife, to a greater diligence. And may we not eliminate the power that is ours through prayer by reasoning away things, by 
developing a theology which says You're going to do what You're going to do anyway, so why bother? But, O God, may 
we leave the resolution of things that we can't understand to You and may we obey what we do hear and understand. A
nd may we pray for mountains to be cast into seas. And may we accept the fact that all things, whatever we ask believin
g, we shall receive in prayer. We can experience as we pray in Your name, consistent with Your will, Your purpose, Your
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Son and with persistent faith. O God, we pray that You release Your power in this place in our lives in this church and ar
ound the world because we've become people of persistent prayer. Work in every heart this day and we'll praise You in 
Christ's name. Amen.

Baruch Hashem; Blessed be the name of the Lord
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