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Who Will Rise Early And Pray With Me? by H.W. Hodge - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2011/6/19 23:01

Our Lord Jesus Christ has set an example for us: Â“In the morning, rising up a great while before day, 
He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayedÂ” (Mark 1:35).

    Who will rise up with me? Who will come near to God in intercession and long-sustained flight toward heaven? Are yo
u one? By the grace of God, will you give me your hand for the fight? Shall I find one fully determined, though family, frie
nds, flesh and devils oppose; one who will wrestle, supplicate, praise and confess before the throne for men? Is this the 
purpose of your heart?

    No self-pleasing religion in this appeal Â– no easygoing religion in this request. It is steadfastly against the easygoing,
pampered profession of this century.

Call to Self-Denial

    I call you to early prayer. My soul is aflame with the necessity. I call you to self-denial. Â“Self-denial is the law of life.Â
” I call you to a duty that some day will prove the most valuable habit of your soul. I call you to the Â“heightsÂ” where Go
d through the blessed Holy Spirit will make your soul a theater of action and your eyes a fountain of tears Â– the soul He
will act in, and the eyes He will weep through for a lost world.

    We quote: Â“The men who have done most for God in this world have been early upon their knees. If God is not first i
n our thoughts, in our efforts, in the early morning, He will be last in the remainder of the day. The heart that is behindha
nd in seeking God in the early morning has lost its relish for God. A desire for God which cannot break the chains of slee
p is a weak thing, and will do but little good for God after it has indulged itself fully.Â”

The Joy of Early Prayer

    Eight years ago I commenced to pray early. This early rising is no longer an experiment. It is with me a success. In th
e beginning the physical man revolts against it. The body, pampered and nurtured for years, refuses to answer to the de
mand of the soul. The devil will not allow it. Man will not tolerate it. All things in earth and hell protest against it. Ninety o
ut of a hundred will tell you it is self-imposed tyranny.

    O man of God, heed them not! Â“Self-indulgence is the law of death. Self-denial is the law of life.Â”

    The joy of being with God for hours before the world is awake will fully compensate you for all the trials and sufferings,
and then the glory you will bring to His name will be inconceivable.

    I do not believe in fads. A man must have a certain number of hours sleep for his body in a night, and on testing my b
ody I find I must have seven hours and no less, and if I do not get seven hours at night I get it during the day. John Wesl
ey said his body demanded six and one-half hours sleep. He got six hours at night and thirty minutes after lunch during t
he day. But we are trying to follow Christ in praying and have no man in view in this matter.

Praying Through

Â• It is necessary to pray much, often and long in secret.
Â• You must select time when the world and family will not disturb.
Â• God wills that all men should pray everywhere lifting up holy hands.
Â• Preachers should pray more than any one else.
Â• It is the business of pastors especially to make intercession for their flock, their families and the lost world.
Â• A little word of prayer and a little talk with Jesus will not Â“make it right, all right,Â” unless necessity of time will not ad
mit of more praying.
Â• We should follow Jesus Christ our Saviour, who taught us by day and night to pray. Â“In the morning, rising up a grea
t while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayedÂ” (Mark 1:35).
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    Â“And when He had sent them away, He departed into a mountain to prayÂ” (Mark 6:46).

    Â“And it came to pass in those days, that He went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to Go
dÂ” (Luke 6:12).

Holding Out to the Last on Our Knees

    The prayer chamber is the pivotal point in the great fight between the powers of hell and GodÂ’s saints under Jesus C
hrist, our Captain. The devil makes his greatest effort here to dislodge the fighters and wrestlers who with tears and groa
ns are holding out to the last on their knees, knowing that everything depends on this last stand for God. We must hold o
n until Jesus shall come over the eastern hills to claim His bride.

Re: Who Will Rise Early And Pray With Me? by H.W. Hodge - posted by gazzer, on: 2011/6/20 5:54
i will ,i do ,thanks to his grace  rise early   about 2 house before the sun  rises 

it is a scary thought to think about not doing the morning watch ,

for me i fell like  need to get 7 to 8 hours sleap due to the hard labour i do 5 to 6 days a week ,and one those work days i
must at the verry at this stage in my life pray for at least i full hour  in the morning and at least half an hour in the afterno
on watch 

and at least 2 to 5 hours of sermons and bible readings at least 5 days a week ,pluss sunday prayer and church sermon 
in the morning from about 10 to i2

and this i need to do or i feel like i will starve 

and god willing to also fast every sataday night  to sunday night 

i want to be anointed and filed to the brim of my heart 

please pray for me 

Re: Who Will Rise Early And Pray With Me? by H.W. Hodge - posted by enid, on: 2011/6/20 6:03
Quote: 'Self-indulgence is the law of death. Self-denial is the law of life'.

If only we could all learn this.

God bless.

Re: Self denial - posted by Lysa (), on: 2011/6/20 6:32

Quote:
-------------------------Quote: 'Self-indulgence is the law of death. Self-denial is the law of life'.

If only we could all learn this.
-------------------------

Brother, 

This is the same quote that stuck out to me as well. And then I went to my favorite health website and in one of their arti
cles, in the last paragraph.... this is what the "world" says as well:

Quote: "Your body is programmed to thrive under hardship and deteriorate by indulgence." 
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Is that not confirmation???  (Well, it mades sense to me anyway!! lol)  Wow, thank you Jesus!

God bless brother,
Sister Lisa

Re:  - posted by enid, on: 2011/6/20 6:39
A small correction please.

That would be sister, not brother.

God bless.

Re:  - posted by Lysa (), on: 2011/6/20 7:07

God bless you, sister!!!  

Re: Who Will Rise Early And Pray With Me? by H.W. Hodge - posted by menderofnets (), on: 2011/6/20 10:35
This is so true, and such a great truth that, when discovered and brought to bear in a person's life, will yield a greater ma
rk of surrender to Christ.

When we consider all He has done, all we have been spared, all we have been brought through, is our love for Christ no
t stirred most heartily?  I'm not sure who it was, but the words ring true - "Who would not rise to meet with such a Saviou
r?".

I am not a morning person - ask my wife!  But since I started getting up early in the morning, it has helped me greatly, an
d the blessing has gone out to my family - long may that continue!

I would encourage all to set your hearts upon our most gracious God, who delights to meet with us!
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