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The Great Revival?, on: 2011/7/3 12:39
Wherever you go you hear about the Â“great revivalÂ” and end-time Â“harvestÂ” that will soon come upon the world. all
churches and denominations are predicting it. Some are even claiming that it has already started. Is the teaching of a
great end-time harvest and revival actually based in the Scripture?  Or is it another one of our Â“traditions.Â”

Though the Bible has much to say concerning the Â“last daysÂ” you will search in vain to find such a doctrine taught.
Considering that everyone, everywhere, talks about this wonderful end-time event, one would assume that it would be
clearly alluded to in the New Testament.  But it isnÂ’t. 

But shouldnÂ’t we care about the lost? ShouldnÂ’t we want to see revival? Of course! But the issue is not whether or not
we have a heart for the lost. Rather, the issue is whether or not we  have a heart for the truth. Should our desire for
revival and love for the sinner take precedence over our love for God and His truth?

The Scripture does not teach that a  revival will sweep multitudes into the Kingdom of God. It teaches the opposite; that
a world-wide spiritual delusion  will sweep multitudes into the arms of anti-Christ. Jesus taught the disciples exactly what
the great Â“end-time harvestÂ” would be like.

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the
tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. . . Then Jesus sent the multitude away,
and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.
He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; The enemy that sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and burned
in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of
his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath
ears to hear, let him hear.
 
Matthew 13:29-30 & 13:36-43
 
The Â“good seedÂ” are the children of the kingdom, the Â“taresÂ” are the children of the wicked one, the Â“fieldÂ” is the
world, the Â“harvestÂ” is the end of this world or the end of this age. What did Jesus say about the tares and the wheat?
Â“Let both grow together until the harvest.Â” So shall it be at the end of this age. The tares will continue to be tares, and
ripen into maturity. The wheat will continue to be wheat, and ripen into maturity. Which group will the Â“reapersÂ” gather
first?  Jesus told the angels to gather together First the tares.

The purpose of the Â“harvestÂ” is not to turn the tares into wheat. The purpose of the harvest is to Â“gather outÂ” of the
LordÂ’s kingdom Â“all things that offend and them {tares} which do iniquityÂ” so that the Â“righteousÂ” {wheat} can
Â“shine forth as the sunÂ” in that kingdom. The first harvest at the Â“endÂ” of this age, which is also the next harvest on
the LordÂ’s calender of events, will not be a harvest of Â“taresÂ” into the kingdom but a harvest of Â“taresÂ” into the
flames. One of the most detailed descriptions of the events which lead up to the LordÂ’s return is found in Matthew
24:3-24.

Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.
And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but
the end is not yet.  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then shall they deliver you up to
be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.  And then shall many be
offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall
deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.  But he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come....For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved:
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but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.  Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there;
believe it not.  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

The Lord paints the opposite picture as the one being painted by those looking for the great revival - and those claiming
that it has already started. The scenario He laid out reveals that in the latter days great darkness will engulf the nations
and the nominal church. This darkness will continue to intensify. He said the world would be full of false prophets and
false Â“ChristsÂ”{anointings}. He said that deception and sin among GodÂ’s people will become epidemic and as a
result, the love of many {believers} shall wax cold. We shall be hated by all nations. Some of us will be betrayed by
fellow believers and put to death. Some of us will be the ones who do the betraying. We will betray other believers to
save our own skin and cause them to be killed. 

Yet in the middle of all this chaos and delusion, some believers will remain steadfast. These are the Â“elect.Â” It is these
of whom Jesus speaks when He says that the Â“gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall the end come.Â” Even so, the days will become so evil that God will have to shorten
them. For if He does not, even the elect will be deceived and all flesh would be destroyed!

How does a world-wide, end-time, Â“latter rainÂ” revival and harvest fit into this picture? Not very well! The fact that God
has to Â“shortenÂ” the days to keep all flesh from being destroyed puts the lie to our cherished tradition. 

Jesus never said that the Â“gospelÂ” that is to be preached in Â“all nationsÂ” will be accepted or that the nations would
repent when it is preached. He merely stated that it would be preached. Since things continue to deteriorate after this
witness has been given, it should be obvious that the world will reject it.  As a matter of fact, this is exactly what John
sees in Revelation. The nations reject the testimony and kill the Â“witnessesÂ” who are bearing it.  They rejoice and
throw a big party to celebrate the death of the Â“twoÂ” witnesses and the end of their testimony. 

If that testimony had produced a world-wide Â“revivalÂ” and brought into the Kingdom a  Â“great harvestÂ” of sinners, th
en those who rejoiced over the death of the witness would be a minority, not the majority as the Word implies.

Jesus made two more revealing statements concerning the days just before His return. First He said Â“as the days of N
oah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.Â”  Exactly what happened in the Â“daysÂ” of Noah? Noah Â“p
reached the gospel,Â”  he had a testimony, he was a Â“witnessÂ” to and against his generation. But none repented! No 
one was listening! Life continued on for them as normal; eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage until the day of
the flood. The Lord compares that generation to this present generation.

In another place Jesus asks His disciples a very shocking question; Â“when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith o
n the earth?Â”  In other words, faith will be so rare, Jesus asks if there will be any left at all by the time He returns. Such 
a condition is certainly not the hallmark of a world-wide revival and harvest of souls.

Paul says there will be a great Â“falling awayÂ” not a great Â“revival.Â” He says God will send a Â“strong delusionÂ” to 
all who love not the truth.  

Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also
heaven.  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are ma
de, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, l
et us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
 
Hebrews 12:26-28

The writer of Hebrews is quoting the prophet Haggai here. Haggai prophesied that God would shake heaven and earth, l
and and sea and all nations. That He would send the Â“latterÂ” and the Â“formerÂ” rain and fill His house with glory and 
that the glory of the Â“latterÂ” house would be greater than the glory of the Â“formerÂ” house. Finally, that all nations wo
uld come to Zion.  It is from this prophesy, primarily, that so many have drawn the erroneous conclusion that there will b
e a world-wide revival before the return of the Lord. 

Yet we must notice carefully when this great move of God is to take place. It happens after God shakes all nations, after 
everything that can be shaken has been shaken, after everything that can be removed has been removed. Then the Â“w
heatÂ” will shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of God. Then nations shall be swept into the kingdom.   
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The teaching of a world-wide Â“revivalÂ” before the return of the Lord has left many sincere believers wide open for dec
eption. Since we were taught to look for this revival and to be ready to participate in it when it comes, many have embra
ced the Brownsville phenomena, the Toronto Blessing, The Bay of the Holy Spirit (Mobile, AL), Promise Keepers and va
rious other aberrations of the hour as the long awaited Â“revivalÂ” of the last days.

At best these movements are a deadly mixture of truth and error. Those who have not become entangled in them are stil
l in danger of being stumbled, for when they realize that the revival they have been waiting for is not coming, many will b
e thrown into confusion and lose heart.

Those who believe signs, wonders and sensual spiritual experiences are proof of GodÂ’s presence are believing a lie. T
hey are looking in the wrong direction!  Both Jesus and John warned that the Â“spiritÂ” that would produce the greatest 
Â“signs and wondersÂ” in the latter days would be the False Prophet...Is anybody listening?

Re: The Great Revival? - posted by staff, on: 2011/7/3 19:28
Hi Julius21,
I think that whether their is an end time revival or not their will be false or bad or incorrect teaching on the subject for the 
same reasons we have these problems with other doctrine.This is the case with people claiming that a world wide reviva
l has begun.People will get caught up in toronto etc whether or not their will be a world wide revival.These christians wer
e looking for revival and got caught up in that stuff.
I believe that their is enough scripture that tells of God dealing with his people before the end.Although he doesnt have d
o anything in regards to our salvation he does in other areas such as sound doctrine.Sound doctrine leads to revival.Jud
gement starts in Gods house first.
Consider the doctrine of Elijah;the two witnesses.Are these men not to be successful?They have a worldwide ministry ot
herwise why will the world celebrate at their death.If you study carefully the relationship between John the baptist and Eli
jah,Jesus and the Church then you could only come to a different conclusion in my opinion.
We cannot dismiss teaching that their will be and end time revival just because false preachers are trying to profit from it
,whats new they try and profit from any doctrine like signs and wonders,tithes and offerings etc
God will have a successful body of believers at the end,perhaps you or me may not be their and it shouldnt hinder our pr
esent efforts for the kingdom,
Thanks Staff

Re: The Great Revival? - posted by Questor, on: 2011/7/3 20:37
Revival is certainly something to be desired greatly by all Believers.  However, I do not see it in North America until Israe
l and her allies (which may no longer include the USA formally)are under attack, perhaps even at war.

Revival to me means to shake one's own self up, and lean on our trust in the Lord, being available for the Ruach haKod
esh to use us as tribulation begins in earnest. 

Always in the past it has been the witness of those suffering unjustly from those around them that allows the Holy Spirit t
o work upon those that are already called by Adonai to belief, trust, and hope in Yeshua.

Are we believers even ready for the times when a witness will be needed in the west?  Many of us are working on our o
wn walk, that we might be ready, but until the Ruach haKodesh raises the alarm to the populace through the birth pangs 
of the lead in to the end of days, not even the nominal Churchians in the assemblies appear to be near to being awaken
ed.

I fear greatly for the Believers that are nearest to persecution now, dying for their beliefs, and stirring up small revivals w
here they are under attack. All of the middle east is rushing to put in the end of days caliphate; and the eastern nations s
till persecute all but state approved Catholicism. 
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In these places revival already is, and we can hope that even the reach of those who come to SermonIndex can be of be
nefit now that the internet continues to spread.

Q

Re: The Great Revival? - posted by Enochh (), on: 2011/7/3 20:46
Staff you stated

We cannot dismiss teaching that their will be and end time revival just because false preachers are trying to profit from it
,whats new they try and profit from any doctrine like signs and wonders,tithes and offerings etc

What teaching? Mans. Yes I can dismiss mans teaching if it don't line up. Jesus said they way is narrow and few there b
e that find it. Revival is a move of repentance in the church. You can't revive something that was never alive (sinners). W
hat scripture does teach is a great falling away. Thats the teaching we can't dismiss.I feel, many we attend church with w
ill deny the Lord when their freedoms and ease are threatened with a profession of "Jesus is Lord". Thats the real dange
r of the feel good , "your best life now", health wealth gospel. 

Re:  - posted by staff, on: 2011/7/4 18:50
Hi Enochh,
I think you have mistook in part what I am saying.

You can dismiss a teaching if it doesnt line up with the word but you cant dismiss  a teaching because false preachers ar
e trying to profit from that teaching that may have truth in it.For instance should we not stop teaching that God can heal 
people because a tv evangelist is falsely preaching and profiting from it(The health wealth gospel)
By your reckoning we should stop preaching about healing.
Should we preach that office of the prophet is wrong just because some off the wall preacher is claiming to be one.
We cant stop a false preacher preaching falsely about an end time revival.That doesnt mean that the true version is not i
n the word.

Agreed revival is to do with the church not sinners.However the results of revival is people coming into the kingdom.Thei
r will indeed be a falling away.That doesnt mean that their wont be a revival.
People can be saved also without revival or repentance of the church.In fact I didnt come into the kingdom as a result of 
a mass repentance or by a church out reach.
I dont think the church will go out with a whimper.
Yours Staff
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