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Quote:
-------------------------IÂ’ll tell you a story. ItÂ’s the story of a group of believers that were discovered in southern Ukraine the last couple years. IÂ’d like to
speak about their beliefs and what we might learn from them, but in order to do that I need to tell you a little bit about their past.
-------------------------

 The Ukrainian Amish and their Worldview 
http://www.anabaptistslive.com/MP3s/AIC2010/AIC10_09_EdKline.mp3

Does anyone know more about these folks?

Re: The Ukrainian Â“AmishÂ” & Their Worldview Â– Ed Kline - posted by Jeremy221, on: 2012/1/6 13:31
I felt I should tie this account with that of Brother Sorokovsky, 

A Call to the Churches of America
http://www.vejvoda.com/ACallToUSChurch.html

Quote:
-------------------------The revolution took place in Russia in 1917 and Russia was in for 70 years of great darkness, of atheism and the authorities fighting
against God.Â Â So the Lord, in His mercy and His providence, decided to send help to Russia and put up a standard there and bring the Light of the 
Gospel into Russia.

The Lord sent one man from the U.S.A., filled with the Holy Ghost.Â Â He sent him to Russia.Â Â He was a Russian man, and he came into Russia an
d started to preach the apostolic message; the message of salvation; the message of sanctification; the message of holiness; the message of dying un
to sin; the message of repentance; and the message of also entering into the blessing of the Lord - into the outpouring of the Holy Ghost and the mirac
les of God's power which are able to be performed when God's people seek His Face.

Russian people were very simple people at that time.Â Â The majority of them were farmers.Â Â There was hardly any education.Â Â The message pr
eached was believed and so a revival broke out in Russia.Â Â It spread like a wildfire through many villages, many towns.

Within the first seven or eight years from 1923, when God sent that man into Russia, revival took over the whole of the Ukraine and all of Russia; as fa
r as the Ural mountains which are the mountains running north and south, dividing the Russian mainland from Siberia.

So the Lord was doing mighty things and He was establishing a church there; a Living church which was going away from the orthodox church.Â Â Th
e orthodox church, as you may be aware, worships idols and icons, crosses and all those types of things.

There were many people, thousands and thousands of people, coming to the Lord through the simple message and the power of the Holy Ghost like in
the days of the apostles.

The Lord used those peasants to walk on foot, and go on horses and on carts throughout the whole of Russia.Â Â Of course the Lord did not use the 
modern methods of jets and transportation, or big displays and big campaign advertisements months in advance like they do in America.Â Â I'm not ju
dging America.Â Â I'm just comparing how the Lord did it in Russia.

My mother was a living witness of the revival that took place.Â Â She was in it herself and she's still alive and she's still in Canada with us.Â Â She rela
ted many mighty things that the Lord did for His glory in Russia.Â Â Saving hundreds and hundreds of thousands of people in Russia.

The Lord would pick out men by the Holy Ghost.Â Â He would tell them to fast and pray.Â Â The Lord would tell them the name of a village, the name 
of a street, and the name of a person where they should go.Â Â The Lord knew who was prepared in that village.Â Â The brethren would go there and 
find the man in the house.Â Â He was ready and prepared by the Lord to receive the message.Â Â They would start singing.Â Â They would start prea
ching the message and before you knew it, the whole village gathered by the prompting of the Holy Ghost.
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They were not eloquent people.Â Â They were not people with mighty speech.Â Â They were just simple farmers carrying the message and the power 
of the Holy Ghost, like the simple fishermen in the days of Christ.Â Â They were preaching the Gospel, not in their own might, but in the might of the H
oly Ghost.

The whole village would gather and before you knew it, most of the village had come to the Lord.Â Â They'd be drinking vodka.Â Â They'll be worshippi
ng idols and then they'd become repentant.Â Â Then they become empowered of the Holy Ghost and miracles would begin to take place all over.

My mother was relating to me that all the miracles that happened in the days of the apostles and throughout the Old Testament, were repeated in Rus
sia.Â Â People saw mighty wonders of God including the resurrection of the dead.Â Â The Lord was proving Himself a Mighty God, a Living God, even
today in this last generation, a generation of unbelievers, a generation of darkness.Â Â So this was a direct working of the Lord in Russia.

My mother was sharing that while the revival spread right through the land, the people were really blessed.Â Â At that time they did not have many Bibl
es, because there was no printing press to take care of the needs of the Word of the Lord in Russia.Â Â Some Bibles were brought in from the west, fr
om France and from England.Â Â There were some Bibles printed in England in the 18th century - but those Bibles were very few and far between.

The Lord taught them by the Holy Ghost, by direct revelation, by visions, by angels, and by the word of prophecy.Â Â The Lord taught them without Bib
les the principles of holy living, and separation from the world.Â Â The Lord taught them the commandment of washing the saints feet so that the Russi
an revival church practiced the washing of feet.Â Â The ladies covered their heads.Â Â The Lord taught them that it is the sign, the visible sign of head
ship in the house, and for the angels that sign must be.

Many other things the Lord taught specifically by the Holy Ghost because people didn't have Bibles.Â Â Then, of course, when the brethren had the op
portunity to check with a Bible, it was right in the Word.Â Â The work of the Holy Spirit was one because the Word and the Spirit is one and it cannot w
ork otherwise.Â Â If anybody claims revelation, but it is not there in the Word of God; if they are contrary to it, then we should check and beware.

That was the mighty revival in Russia which took place in our generation.Â Â It was a blessing of the Lord and God had prepared Russia for the great 
and dark hours of the godless atheism and persecution.

As the time went along, around 1928, the Holy Spirit started to speak throughout all groups and churches in Russia.Â Â They did not build churches be
cause they had no time.Â Â If they had time, they wouldn't have been able to build fast enough, because the people were coming to the Lord in big nu
mbers.Â Â There were multitudes coming to the Lord because it was the work of the Holy Ghost - it wasn't the work of man.Â Â It wasn't what you call 
evangelistic meetings.Â Â It was the Lord.Â Â It wasn't man's programs.Â Â Man had nothing to do with it.Â Â They were uneducated, simple people o
f God.Â Â It was the work of the Holy Ghost.Â Â Believers just gathered in homes.

I asked of my mother, "What was the secret of the continuing presence and the mighty miracles of the Lord in Russia?"

She said, "The secret was the same as it was in the days of the apostles."Â Â It was mighty prayers.Â Â Russia experienced mighty prayers.Â Â Peopl
e were in prayer daily, all over the villages or whenever the groups gathered.Â Â Every night there were prayers.Â Â To pray for two, three, or four hou
rs, that was nothing unusual - mighty prayers to God with God revealing, with God speaking, with God rebuking, and God revealing secret sins of heart
s right in those prayer meetings.

People were trembling when they were walking to those home meetings.Â Â They were walking in the fear of the Lord.Â Â They knew the Lord is alive,
and that they had better walk very gently, softly, and walk holy, otherwise the Lord would reveal their sin right on the spot as they entered in.Â Â The L
ord would reveal whatever their shortcomings or sins were.Â Â That was the direct work of the Holy Ghost.

About 1928, the Lord had started to speak throughout all those home groups throughout Russia about the things to come in the future.Â Â The Lord sa
id by the Holy Ghost, "My children there will be a great starvation coming to this land.Â Â And after that there will be a great bloodshed and much suffe
ring in this country.Â Â My children, whosoever will believe my voice and obey Me, I'll lead you out into another country and I want to deliver you and s
ave you from the great sufferings which are coming upon this land."

That was the voice of the Lord coming independently throughout the whole Russian area.Â Â Many, many people have heard the same message abou
t the days to come.Â Â That message came through and of course at that time people were still living very freely, even though it was during communist
regime.

It took communists about 16 years to get in power and in strength.Â Â From 1917 to about 1933, they left the people very untouched and there was fre
edom and relative freedom of movement and preaching of the Gospel.Â Â There was not much persecution at that time.Â Â They really clamped down
from '33 and on.Â Â Then it was a ruthless time of persecution and trouble for Russia.Â Â Before that time there was relative freedom for the Gospel th
ere.Â Â People lived very freely.Â Â They had their own houses.Â Â They had their own cattle.Â Â Mostly they were farmers so they had their own far
ms.Â Â They were quite well off.Â Â But there was a cost!

The Lord was speaking that He wanted to deliver them from future suffering.Â Â So the Lord saved, set a condition, "whosoever believeth My voice an
d obeys Me, I'll lead them out."

It's not enough to be saved.Â Â It's not enough to be, empowered by the Holy Ghost.Â Â It's not enough to have miracles.Â Â That's all nice and well a
nd it's in the Scriptures and it must be part of the church's life.Â Â Yes!Â Â It's for the New Testament believers.Â Â There will come a time when peopl
e have to pay the cost of obedience.Â Â Forsaking all for the sake of fulfilling the Lord's will and leave whatever, and go wherever the Lord will lead.

Out of those thousands and thousands of Christians who were used by God in Russia to proclaim the Gospel and to spread the message of the Living 
God, just a few hundred believed.

The Lord said to them, "My children pray and seek my face and I'll direct you."

Eventually around 1930, probably by 1931, the Lord's message came, "My people, time to move out."Â Â First of all the Lord will always speak in adva
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nce.Â Â As you read the Word of God, just like in the Old Testament, you read it in New that the Lord will always warn His people in advance.Â Â He 
will tell them of the things to come, because Christ promised.

He said, "When I go away, I'll send you another comforter, the Holy Ghost, which will tell you of all the things to come.Â Â He will also tell you of all the
things that I have taught you."Â Â (John 14:26 paraphrased).Â Â Yes!Â Â That's the work of the Holy Spirit; not only to teach us, to lead us into all truth
, but also to tell us the things to come.

That's what the Lord was doing in the days of old.Â Â Read the prophets.Â Â How many times did the Lord warn God's people, kings and nations abou
t future things to come?Â Â Read about that in the Acts of the Apostles.

There was the time when Agabus the prophet came in the midst of the church and said by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, "There will be a famine in t
he land."Â Â Acts 11:28.Â Â Nobody knew.Â Â Everything was quiet.Â Â Everything was still plentiful at that time.Â Â God knew what was coming.Â Â 
So the people of God were warned by the Holy Ghost through that prophet in the New Testament age dispensation that there would be a famine.Â Â P
eople of God were able to prepare for that and do necessary things, as you read in Acts.

The same Holy Spirit warned the apostle Paul not to go to Jerusalem because bondage was awaiting him there.Â Â Who knew that?Â Â Nobody but th
e Holy Ghost, God Himself.

So then we see that we have a Living God right on through the Bible.Â Â A Living God, speaking, teaching, rebuking, calling to repentance, but He'll te
ll you of the things to come as well.Â Â He will warn the people of God of future things.Â Â He always wanted to save and lead and protect the people 
of God.Â Â It was the same case in Russia.

Around 1931, there was a call of God, "My people, get ready to move out."Â Â There were only a few hundred people who were praying and seeking t
he Lord.Â Â "Lord, when do you want us to lead out."Â Â "Lord where do you want us to go?"Â Â They were praying and fasting because when the Lor
d warns you there is time to seek the Lord's face.Â Â If He warns you of future things to come, of any danger, then that's the time to really fast and pra
y and seek the will of the Lord for His further instruction.

So they were praying and the Lord said, "My children now this is the next city where you need to go."Â Â Being farmers in Russia with horse and buggi
es, there were no cars or trucks at that time.Â Â Russia, even now, is still very backward in way of machinery on the farms.

Anyhow, at that time it was just horse and buggies and there was one central railroad through Russia.Â Â The Lord spoke to these farmers who had n
ever traveled more than a hundred kilometers in their lifetime, only to next village, on horse and buggy.

To these farmers the Lord said that He will move them out into another country.Â Â That was in central Ukraine, in the area of Kiev, and a little bit sout
h.Â Â The Lord told some groups from that area, who were praying and fasting, to move to the next city south.Â Â When they came to that city, the Lor
d told them to move on to another city.Â Â He would give the name of the city.Â Â He was moving them from city to city, telling them names and addre
sses like in the days of old.Â Â We read that in Old Testament, and we read that in New.

How did the Lord direct those three men to look for Peter?Â Â How did they know where to go?Â Â They were told the location.Â Â They were told the 
name of a person, where to look for him, and they came right to that house.Â Â How did they know?Â Â Only by God's direct intervention and by God's
direct revelation.

That's the kind of God we believe and that's the kind of God that was working in Russia and in China and He's still alive and well in Canada and Ameri
ca.Â Â If anybody is willing to believe the Word of God and have that Living faith because Christ said, "Have faith in God"Â Â (Mark 11:22).Â Â The Ru
ssian Bible says "Have faith of God"

Christ said with a very sad note "but when son of man cometh shall he find faith in earth?"Â Â That's the question which should stand in our mind as w
e minister.

God knew the condition of the churches in general all over the world.Â Â That in the last days before His coming that will be the condition.Â Â There wi
ll be many churches.Â Â There will be many believers, but will there be much Living faith in the land?Â Â That's the question.Â Â Why?

Christ, by His divine wisdom, knows that in the last days before His coming, the church will slumber and then sleep.Â Â That's the parable of the ten vir
gins.Â Â The ideal picture is that the people of God will be waiting in the last days.Â Â They'll be preaching about the coming of Christ.Â Â They'll be w
aiting for the coming of the Bridegroom.Â Â Yet Christ said the same church, the same ten virgins (which is the representation of the pure church) slu
mbereth and slept.

So that's the basics about the condition of the world wide situation of the church.Â Â They were waiting for the coming of the Lord, but then we read th
at the Lord tarried.Â Â There is also a reason why the Lord tarried, but that's another subject.

Anyhow, the people were moving from town to town, by direct instructions from the Lord, telling them where they should go.Â Â Like in the days of old,
they knew the place to go.Â Â Eventually they came to the border of China and there was a test.

If you will remember, in the days of Israel as they were being led out from Egypt, the Lord told them when to start out and move.Â Â The Lord told the
m where to stop.Â Â They camped and stayed until the Lord told them to move.

So then a time came for this group of about two or three hundred families who were moving south.Â Â They came to the border of Russia and China.Â
 Â There was a stopping place by the border of Russia and China and the people were praying all the time.

Every day they were in prayer and saying, "Lord, what's next?"Â Â "Lord what do we have to do now?"

And the Lord said, "My children, just wait and be patient and I'll tell you when to move."
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In the meantime they had to feed their children.Â Â They had left their cattle.Â Â They had left their horses.Â Â They had left their land.Â Â Everything 
was left behind.

This was a small group from the whole of Russia; those who decided to pay the price of obedience and leave everything behind.Â Â Now wasn't this re
quired of the apostles?Â Â Leave everything and follow me."Â Â  Compare Luke 14:33.

Now is that not the price that Christ requires of Christians even today?Â Â If anyone will not forsake of all what he has, he is not worthy to be my discip
le."Â Â Luke 14:33 Wouldn't that commandment apply to us all even in this modern generation of the twentieth century?

Well, they left everything, and here they had to feed children and these Russian families were with many children.Â Â So what did they have to do?

They went searching for work here and there.Â Â They went into the orchards.Â Â They dug channels for irrigation and different things.Â Â Doing anyt
hing possible and everything trying to get a piece of bread.

There was a problem of accommodation.Â Â There has always been a problem of accommodation in Russia, even now.Â Â They had to live someplac
e.Â Â So what did they do?Â Â They went a little outside the town and dug little caves into the sides of the mountain.Â Â The whole group lived in thos
e caves for quite a length of time, praying and seeking the face of the Lord.Â Â "Lord what is next?"Â Â That was their dwelling place.

I wonder how many bedrooms they had?Â Â Did they have a flushing toilet?Â Â - I'm not sure, I didn't ask my mother!Â Â Now, did they have running 
water in the caves when they dug them?Â Â Did they have a separate bed and privacy and a locked door?Â Â I'm not sure what they had there, but ea
ch family lived in a cave, in a hole in the mountain.Â Â But praise God, that was a group which was willing to follow the Lord at any cost.

Early in the morning, 5 o'clock in the morning, one brother would come and he'd start to sing a psalm.Â Â The Russian people sing lots of psalms.Â Â 
They have been put to a tune.Â Â He started out with his big voice to sing a song, a psalm, and then everybody woke up, washed their faces and cam
e out.Â Â They start worshipping the Lord right there on the grass.Â Â Right in front of their own caves and praising God and ascending their prayers t
o the Lord and seeking for His guidance, for His direction and for His protection.

Before long, the murmuring started in the camp.Â Â Following the Lord is not all carpets and roses.Â Â If we read the Bible sincerely, check how the m
en of old lived.Â Â Take a look at how the prophets Elijah, Isaiah, Micah, lived.Â Â What luxury did they have?Â Â Did they live a luxurious life?Â Â Did
they live a comfortable life?Â Â Did they live a rich life?Â Â Consider how many bedrooms Elijah had for his own accommodation, or any of the prophe
ts of old?Â Â What about the apostles?

These people were seeking the face of the Lord but still the murmurings started in the camp.Â Â They said, "We left our cattle, and we left our milk co
ws there.Â Â There's no milk for children here.Â Â Lord what do we do?"

And the people started to complain and murmur.Â Â Wives started to complain to their husbands.Â Â "Now what?Â Â What is this?Â Â We are stuck h
ere.Â Â There is no going ahead.Â Â We don't hear any more instructions from God and Lord told us He would deliver us into a new country.Â Â Here 
we are, still in Russia and we are in such poverty Lord."

People started to complain and then quite a few of them decided to go back to their lands.Â Â It was 1931, 1932.Â Â Everything was peaceful, there w
as plenty, and so they said, "we will go back.Â Â This must not have been of the Lord."Â Â Even though the Lord had moved them supernaturally from 
city to city.

They never had maps to move.Â Â There were no geographical maps in those days!Â Â So how would they have known what city to go to next, but th
ey were brought to the border of another country!Â Â They knew it was of the Lord.

Another uprising started and they began to murmur and complain and quite a big group decided to go back to their cattle, to their farming, their milk co
ws, the warm houses, and to a degree of comfort, even though their houses couldn't compare to America or Canada today.Â Â But still, it was relativel
y comfortable.

So they were longing, in a sense, after the Egyptian days, like in days of Israelites.Â Â Did they not say, "let's get rid of Moses, let us put ourselves in n
ew leaders, and let's go back to Egypt.Â Â We had things there differently, we had onion, we had garlic there, we had good things there and now here 
we will die in the wilderness."Â Â Numbers 14:1-4 Paraphrased.

Isn't that the same spirit of unbelief, and the same spirit of murmuring that can be among people of God today?Â Â That was the case here.

Following the Lord and His direction and His guidance is not always carpet and roses.

Then during one of the prayers the Lord said, "My children, just be patient and humble yourselves and pray.Â Â I'm going to lead you to another countr
y, and I'm going to save you from great trouble and great suffering.Â Â Just trust me.Â Â But if anybody returns, their children will be taken away from t
hem, and their husbands will go to Siberia,"Â Â The Lord said that right there on the border of China.Â Â "Also some of the mothers will eat the flesh of
their babies if you return."

In spite of that warning the majority returned.Â Â There were only about forty families left by the border; faithful to stay, to pray and fast and trust the L
ord.Â Â Of course they were not starving.Â Â Yes!Â Â They had a piece of bread, but it was not very comfortable to live in the cave.Â Â It wasn't very c
omfortable to depend from day to day upon the Lord, because they had no secure jobs like you have.Â Â So, there was no security at all.Â Â The only 
security was in the Lord.Â Â They decided to trust, but the rest returned to Russia.

Later on, about a year and half (two years) 1933 came with a big crush on Russia.Â Â It was the year of the taking away of old properties, confiscating 
all belongings, houses, land, horse-carts, horses.Â Â Everything went to the government.Â Â The food was taken away from the farmers in order to for
ce them onto the collective farms, in order to bring them into the collective government farms.Â Â Those who did not want to go, died by way of starvat
ion.Â Â Their families did as well.Â Â The husbands were taken to Siberia as enemies of the people.Â Â So in 1933, 6 million Ukrainians alone died by
artificial starvation.Â Â Among them were quite a few Christians.
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The Word of the Lord was fulfilled and came to pass right to the dot.Â Â All those Christian brethren who returned in 1933 were taken to Siberia like G
od said.Â Â Their children were taken away from them and went to the government schools.

When the starvation was happening, some relatives who came to China later on, told them that some of the mothers, being believers, ate the flesh of t
heir babies in the Ukraine because of their disobedience.

So they may say, "How can a God of grace be such a cruel God?"Â Â It has nothing to do with cruelty of God.Â Â It was sheer disobedience.Â Â Just r
ead about the Israelites in Bible.Â Â Now, were they not commanded to obey the Lord?Â Â Were they not commanded to follow the Lord's commandm
ents and be a holy nation; an obedient nation?Â Â But the Lord said, "If you will not, then my blessing will be taken away from you".Â Â Don't we read i
n the Bible that the Israelite mothers, the people of the God, the holy nation, the separate people which God elected unto Himself, ate their children?Â 
Â Yes!Â Â They ate them.Â Â That was nothing to do with God intending or wanting them to eat their Babies.Â Â No!Â Â It was the spirit of unbelief.Â 
Â It was the work of the enemy which troubled the people of God.Â Â They were not watching and praying enough to stand in the faith and obediently t
rust in the Lord.

All that came to pass.Â Â There was great trouble and many thousands and thousands of brethren went to Siberia.Â Â There was great, great trouble f
rom 1933 on in Russia.

In the meantime, a couple of months after the other group went back to Russia, the little group that was left by the border heard the voice of the Lord s
ay, "My children, get ready to move into another country."

So when they were fasting and praying, the Lord divided those forty families into four groups.Â Â He named the heads of the families.Â Â He said, "My
son, you and you and you."Â Â The Lord, by the Holy Spirit, named the heads of the families that He divided into groups.Â Â "You will be leaving on su
ch and such day at midnight.Â Â I'll lead you out into another country."

And so, the Lord, in His divine providence, took them across the border into China.Â Â It was only a miracle of God.Â Â Only He could lead them acros
s, because they had never traveled that far in their lifetime.Â Â They never had guides because they could not reveal their intent.Â Â At that time there 
was already much surveillance in the villages, so they were being watched.

They said, "Lord, we have the government here too in this village where we live; in this city.Â Â They're watching us.Â Â How can we move, Lord?"Â Â
 And Lord said, "My children, don't worry.Â Â I'll lead you out."Â Â The Lord told them to leave at midnight.

They were praying from evening right to midnight.Â Â When midnight came, they were in prayer seeking the Lord saying, "If you told us, help us, and l
ead us out."Â Â My mother related this to me.Â Â For that particular group, at midnight, the Lord raised a great storm.Â Â It was such a great storm.Â 
Â There was a very big wind with a big commotion and noise.Â Â Even the dogs on the streets didn't bark.Â Â Everybody went into hiding.Â Â It was a 
big storm.

Then the Lord said, "My children, it's time to move out."Â Â They left in the darkness of the night; at midnight.Â Â There was no KGB watching the stre
ets or walking in surveillance.Â Â There was nobody on the streets.Â Â The streets were empty.

They left from the outskirts of that town, and they went quietly into the darkness.Â Â The Lord was leading them through the night.Â Â Because it was 
very close to the border, they soon came to the border.Â Â The Lord led them through by the wild paths in the bush.

The Lord was telling them to turn right, turn left, but they didn't know where to go, except that the Lord supernaturally led them.Â Â Turning them left a
nd turning them right, group by group, they all went into China.

Yes!Â Â But also in spite of God working; in spite of God's miracles; in spite of the Presence of the Lord, there was always an element of man's flesh e
ntering in, trying to disobey and do it's own will.

Other groups went through safely without a coincidence.Â Â My mother related this about one group.Â Â They were being led by the Lord.Â Â He was 
instructing them and the moon was shining, but it was still quite dark.Â Â The path they were on was quite wide, and worn.Â Â They were on the passa
ge that the Lord had directed them to.Â Â All of a sudden the Lord said them, "Turn to the right my children".Â Â This was just a little path going into th
e bush to the right, so they stopped there.Â Â A couple of the brethren said, "Well, why should we go to the right?Â Â This is a very big path, and it's v
ery easy to walk for our children.Â Â We have children.Â Â We have our kettles here with water.Â Â If we go through the bush we'll be scratching ours
elves and we will be doing this and that.Â Â It'll be very hard to walk for us and mothers with their children."Â Â And so they started reasoning.Â Â The
y said, "No, let's go straight."Â Â After that, of course, there was no more voice of the Lord.Â Â So they went straight.Â Â Do you think they disobeyed?
Â Â They just walked straight!

Anyway, they were the ones that were to lead.Â Â Not very long after this they came into a wet area and they came into a very big swamp.Â Â Those t
wo brethren who had taken over the leadership, and had rejected the leadership of the Lord, the divine leadership of the Lord, happened to fall into the
swamp.Â Â As they started sinking in the mud, they cried, "Lord help us."Â Â People had to take off their shirts and quickly make a rope and throw it to
them so that they could save them from certain death.Â Â That's what it means to disobey the Lord; when you want to do things your own way, and no
t the Lord's way.

When they came to the shore, they were all soaking wet.Â Â The people started to weep and cry bitterly.Â Â "Lord forgive us.Â Â We disobeyed Your 
voice, Lord.Â Â We wanted to go on the easier path.Â Â Lord forgive us, Lord."Â Â They were repenting and praying for a couple of hours and there w
as no voice of God.Â Â Eventually, as they were really broken down and really crying before the Lord, the Lord spoke to them in a very stern rebuke.

He told them, "Never, never disobey the commandments of the Lord when He wants to lead you to safety."Â Â So the Lord forgave them and the Lord 
told them to go back to the point that they had to turn.Â Â This time they had to turn left.Â Â When they turned left at that little, wild path, it led around t
hat big swamp and they went all around that big area.Â Â They went around in a circle, but they were all on a dry ground.Â Â When they came to the o
ther side, there were animals coming to drink at that swamp.
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Once again they were on a big road.Â Â The Lord knew to lead them around the swamp, but the people wanted to go straight.Â Â So that's just an inst
ance of how it is with the Lord when people want to disobey His word.

Finally they came to China, and of course there were many miracles on the way as they were being led.Â Â I will just relate a few of them and proceed
on.

Each group was led on a different path and in different ways.Â Â One group, as it crossed into China, came into a little wilderness area which was com
pletely desolate with just sand and nothing else.Â Â It was a literal wilderness with sand and no growth and no vegetation.Â Â They came to that wilder
ness and they had to walk through.

The Lord said, "Just walk through.Â Â Go straight."Â Â So they were walking with children on foot.Â Â The children were crying.Â Â The heat of the su
n was burning, and the water in their kettles ran out.Â Â They were walking for quite a long time.Â Â They were crying, "Lord, we are exhausted.Â Â W
e are thirsty, Lord.Â Â Our children are crying.Â Â Lord, what we are to do?"Â Â The brethren called the group to prayer.Â Â They knelt down as the L
ord had taught them to.

Our people were taught to pray kneeling down or standing.Â Â Never sitting up or lying down.Â Â That is to show that God is a Mighty God, King of kin
gs.Â Â He's worthy of us bowing down.

They bowed down before the Lord and they started to cry, "Lord, what do we do, Lord?Â Â We'll die in this wilderness, Lord, if You do not help us."Â Â
 Then the Lord told them, through the Holy Ghost, "My children, go so many steps to the right and dig."

So they obeyed the Lord.Â Â The brethren obeyed the Lord.Â Â They went to the right as Lord directed, so many steps, and they started digging.Â Â T
hey didn't hardly dig any, about a foot or so as my mother related, and the water came gushing out.Â Â They were praising the Lord and they were drin
king and then they laid back on the sand, and they drank again.Â Â Everybody quenched their thirst.Â Â They filled their teapots, and they were glorifyi
ng and praising the Lord's Name, that He is even able to supply water in the wilderness where there was no water.Â Â So, only the Lord knew where t
he water was.

So praise be to His name because the Living God, the God of the prophets of the days of old, the God of the apostles is the same still Living God toda
y, in this twentieth century.

All those groups came safely into China and the Lord led them into the same little town where they started to gather again.Â Â They were praising God
there and then slowly they established themselves.

The land was very rich in China.Â Â They came into a mountain area which was an isolated area.Â Â There wasn't much population there, but it had v
ery rich soil, so they started to farm and the Lord blessed them mightily.

Quite soon they built very simple houses - mostly mud houses with dirt floor, earthen walls and with some poles for the roof, covered with straw.Â Â Th
ese were very simple dwellings.Â Â But in those dwellings the people gathered for prayers daily.Â Â They were mighty prayers.Â Â Our people believe
d in prayers.Â Â Prayer was the secret of the apostolic success.Â Â As I read in my old fashioned Russian Bible the apostles were in the Word and pra
yer daily.

Why do the churches want to sleep today?Â Â Because the spirit of prayer has departed from the churches.Â Â Today the people of God will get busy 
with anything and everything; man made programs; this and that, but not prayer.Â Â After this, the spirit of prayer is lost.Â Â Therefore you will find that
God's Holy Spirit cannot work.Â Â The Lord's Hand is moved through prayers.

So the people in Russia and China believed in mighty prayers.Â Â When they prayed, they prayed in one accord like in chapter 4 of Acts.Â Â They rais
ed their voice with one accord and prayed, "Lord, help us."

My wife and I were born in China.Â Â We grew up there.Â Â When the time came that I came to the Lord in China I was at those prayer meetings.Â Â 
Those were mighty prayers when the young people would gather with older brethren, with grandmothers and grandfathers in a room, in a simple hut.Â 
Â Heaven came down and the Holy Spirit came down and talked to the young people, to rebuke them, comfort them, and reveal secrets of the heart.Â 
Â The Lord would bless and miracles would take place in those prayer times, because God loves the praises of His people and their prayers.

We experienced revival in China because the Lord started to send this simple group of forty families.Â Â He started to send them into different villages.
Â Â There were quite a few Slavic villages, because many Russians and Ukrainians had run away from Russia just before the revolution and the big w
ars of 1914 and 1915.

There was a war between Russia and Germany.Â Â There was a big turmoil in Russia, so many thousands of people ran away from Russia while it wa
s still free, while the borders were not yet guarded.Â Â The borders were quite free at that time.Â Â Many people ran away and settled in that area of C
hina.

So the Lord was sending this little group, telling them were to go and they were preaching the Gospel.Â Â Within a very few years, the Lord blessed th
e church and they gathered the first harvest in China.Â Â There were about five hundred members within a few short years.Â Â The church was a mig
hty church.Â Â It was a praying church, because it was blessed of the Lord, even in China, with the miracles and signs which were in days of the apost
les.Â Â The Lord is no respecter of people, but He seeks for those who want to see the face of the Lord.Â Â He wants a Living faith which is willing to 
obey the Lord.Â Â The Lord was doing mighty things in China.

From 1932 on, they were going through the villages, but anyhow, the central group was at that town where the Lord brought them; even though there 
were little groups in different villages.Â Â But like a mother church, so to speak, in that town where the Lord originally brought them.

So Lord was blessing His people, but of course at that time people were walking in the fear of the Lord.Â Â They were walking in very, very humble ob
edience to the Word of the Lord, and in obedience to God's commandments and His principles.
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This was a separate church from the world and from the lusts of the flesh, lusts of the eyes, because it was just simple farmers and there were no such
temptations as you have in America.Â Â All this modern age, and modern world - we had nothing of that kind in China.Â Â The people were just walkin
g in simple obedience and trust.Â Â They were just a humble people of God, being farmers.Â Â So that was a group movement from Russia into China
.

There were many other movements of the Lord.Â Â He moved His people from Russia, but I'll just share one, just one incidence and we'll go on to the 
Word of God and so we can conclude and share a message.

There was one brother who was living across the Ural mountains, probably about 1500 kilometers away from Kiev, which is central Ukraine.Â Â His vill
age was towards the east.Â Â He went ministering to the people there in his village.Â Â This man was a man of prayer.Â Â The Lord was with him and
the Lord was teaching him.

The time was coming that there would be a great crush coming on Russia with confiscation, killing and shooting, and finally, exile in Siberia.Â Â There 
were different rumors that there'll eventually be a control on Russia.

So this brother was praying to the Lord, "You know what these people are talking about here.Â Â There are rumors that we'll be persecuted and killed i
n Russia.Â Â So Lord, help us, and protect us.Â Â Lord save us."Â Â On one of the nights while he was praying, the Lord said to him, (his name was Iv
an which means John in English) "My son Ivan, I'll lead you into the country of China."Â Â In our language China is Kitai.Â Â And the Lord said to him, 
"Get ready for the journey."Â Â Then the Lord gave him a night to leave.Â Â "On such and such a night at dusk, you are going to leave this village."Â Â
 And Lord told him what to do.

He was a quite well off brother, because he had eight cows and two pure-breed horses.Â Â To have eight cows in Russia, in those days, made quite a 
good farm, because you would have chickens and different things.Â Â That was quite a good farming operation.

The Lord said, "Leave your house.Â Â Leave your cattle.Â Â Leave your pure-breed horses.Â Â Leave everything.Â Â Put your milk cow onto the hors
e cart.Â Â Harness her and put her onto the horse cart.Â Â Take a couple of bags of millet grain and some other food and leave this village at dusk, in 
the darkness.Â Â Leave on such and such a road."Â Â The Lord told him to take a side road out of the village, and the Lord gave him the name of the 
next village where he should go.

So this brother was puzzled, as he had good transportation and his horses were good.Â Â But because he was a man of prayer and man of obedience
, he decided to obey the Lord.Â Â And so, when the night came, he harnessed his cow.Â Â The Lord even told him the name of the cow - such and su
ch name of the cow.Â Â He harnessed his cow to the horse-cart.Â Â He put the lights in the house.Â Â He fed his cattle.Â Â Fed his horses.Â Â Then 
he put his children and wife on the horse-cart and was quietly leaving the village.

As they were passing through the village, the people of the village saw someone traveling at dusk.Â Â They were saying, "Oh no!Â Â We have another
gypsy coming to our village."Â Â Gypsies were traveling through all of Russia.Â Â They were stealing.Â Â They were doing witchcraft.Â Â They were d
oing all kinds of things, and begging.Â Â That's how they lived in Russia.Â Â They never worked in Russia.Â Â There were many, many gypsies traveli
ng through Russia for many centuries.Â Â So the people thought that gypsies were traveling on the cow.Â Â It was a common sight that they traveled 
on the cow.

Now why was this?Â Â Why did the Lord do this?Â Â Because at that time there was very strict control.Â Â People could not move in and out of the vill
ages because Russia was already gathering control on all the people.Â Â What did they do in Russia; this lowly prepared population?Â Â Each neighb
or was told to spy on his next door neighbor and report what that neighbor says, what that neighbor does and where that neighbor goes.Â Â So each n
eighbor spies on the other and reports to the government, to the KGB, without knowing that the next door neighbor was also spying on them!Â Â They 
did that in secrecy and were offered some reward.

People were doing that so movement was checked very closely.Â Â So if this brother would have gone on horses, it would have been of immediate not
ice that he was leaving the village.Â Â Nobody was allowed to move from town or from village without permission from the authorities.

We experienced that same thing in China in the communist game.Â Â You had to have four stamps on a piece of paper, the reasons for where you go 
and for how long you go, before you can leave town, for only 10 kilometers out, sometimes.Â Â It was the same type of control in China that we experi
enced, so we know what we are talking about.Â Â It was the same condition in Russia.

So then, this brother left quietly.Â Â He was taken for a gypsy.Â Â The Lord sent him on a side road.Â Â Then what happened at midnight on the same
night?

Right after midnight the KGB came to take this brother to Siberia because he was proclaimed as an enemy of the people.Â Â He was a rich man supp
osedly, and so his property would have been confiscated that night, and he would have been taken to Siberia and gotten rid of, because they killed ma
ny people and some they needed for labor.Â Â These they took to Siberia.

Many rich people were just simply shot - taken outside of the village and shot with a machine gun or whatever.Â Â They killed many millions of people i
n Russia, from 1933 on.

So anyhow, this brother left, and when they came to pick him up, there was no man and no family.Â Â Just disappeared!Â Â They didn't know what to 
do.Â Â Now what happened?Â Â The horses were there.Â Â Everything was there.Â Â Lights on in the house, but no man, and no family.Â Â They we
re amazed!Â Â So they waited for morning.Â Â They saw tracks leaving the gate and they saw the direction in which he left.Â Â They harnessed his ho
rses and they made a big chase along that main road.Â Â Of course they were chasing for a long time, but with no result, because the Lord had sent hi
m on a side road.

That man was traveling to the village which the Lord sent him to.Â Â The Lord promised that man that He will take him to Kitai, which is China.Â Â But 
of course he hardly had any education.Â Â He had no beautiful road maps like people here have.Â Â He had no signs of so many kilometers to such a
nd such a town.Â Â He had nothing!Â Â So he had to totally depend upon the Lord.Â Â All he knew was the name of the next village.Â Â He was prayi
ng all the time.Â Â They prayed at night as it was summer time.
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They were traveling on the cow.Â Â They pastured the cow, and they milked the cow.Â Â They used the milk to make porridge from the millet and feed
the children.Â Â They praised God.Â Â If they traveled on horses, they couldn't have milked horses.Â Â But they milked the cow.

So the Lord uses the simple, the uneducated, the most unwise of this world to confound the wise and the prudent.Â Â The Lord put the KGB to shame 
by simply letting this man out to security and safety in China on the cow.

When he came to that next village, which wasn't very far, he prayed with his family.Â Â "Lord, Lord is this Kitai?"Â Â The Lord says, "My son Ivan, this i
s not Kitai yet.Â Â I'll take you to Kitai"

The Lord tells him the next village, and he just moved on.Â Â The Lord tells him the next address and so on.Â Â Then he has to ask people, "Where is 
it that village?Â Â Where is the road?"Â Â He has no map.Â Â Russia had no maps in those days, so he would ask people, "Where is that village?"Â Â
 and they'd point him to the road and so he happened to be moving south without knowing where he went.

Like Abraham, did he know the address?Â Â Did Abraham know where he went?Â Â My Bible says Abraham left his country and he didn't know where
he went.

So, this brother was just traveling on and before he knew it, it was the end of summer.Â Â It took him all summer to travel from the middle of Russia to 
the border of China.Â Â And here is a disappointment.

He came close to the border, by the direction of the Lord.Â Â The Russian border, at that time, was already heavily guarded by German shepherd dog
s and constant checking of the guard on horses.Â Â So it was already the iron curtain at that time.Â Â It was really controlled because the KGB did not
want their people to leave.Â Â It was very strictly checked.

When they saw this strange sight, a man with a family traveling in direction of China, naturally it was a very suspicious sight.Â Â So they caught him.Â 
Â They confiscated his cow.Â Â They took his cart away and they made him a prisoner.

They caught some other people also who were appearing very suspicious to them.Â Â They made them cut dry grass along the border for hay for their
horses.Â Â So this brother was weeping at prayer at night.Â Â "Lord what is this?Â Â You told me you will lead me to safety Lord.Â Â You'll lead me to 
Kitai and here I am.Â Â I lost my house, Lord.Â Â I lost everything there.Â Â I left as you told me, Lord.Â Â Here now I lost my cow, Lord.Â Â I lost my 
horse-cart.Â Â I have nothing left Lord!Â Â What is going on?"

And Lord was comforting him saying, "My son, cheer up and don't worry, I'll take you yet to Kitai.Â Â Just trust me.Â Â I'll take you to Kitai yet."

He was a prisoner!Â Â So they put this family and the families right by the border in the tents as a temporary dwelling place and the men were made to
work with scythes, cutting the dry hay.Â Â He was working and he was praying.Â Â His personal relative told me this story in details.Â Â I forgot most o
f it.

Then one day, all of a sudden, fire breaks out on the grass site.Â Â A big fire broke out and then the wind was starting to blow.Â Â The dry hay started 
to burn very quickly.Â Â It moved towards the tents but it was quite a little distance yet.Â Â The border guards started to panic and they started to run f
or their life giving different orders and stuff.

The people dropped their scythes and they ran to their tents for their families.Â Â They wanted to run for safety and the wind was increasing with force.
Â Â It was moving very fast on them and the fire was coming at them.Â Â The grass was burning and everybody started to run for their life with their ch
ildren.

So this brother grabbed his wife and children and they were running away from the fire.Â Â As they were running they were crying, "Lord, what is this?
"Â Â They just ran and ran.Â Â Eventually they were exhausted.Â Â They ran for a long time for safety.Â Â When they had run far enough away from t
he fire, they came to safety.Â Â They were totally exhausted and lost their strength to run.

They fell down on the grass and they started to weep and this man was on his knees and going, "Lord, here is my family running and we, Lord, are in s
uch a desperate need Lord.Â Â What is this Lord?Â Â What is this happening to me?Â Â Lord, where am I?"Â Â And Lord said to him, "My son, this is 
Kitai!"Â Â He came to China.Â Â So the Lord deported him from prison into China by a fire.

This man and his wife started to praise the Lord.Â Â They rejoiced and thanked the Lord and the Lord then told them where to go.Â Â So they went an
d they found that group which had already arrived.Â Â Those four groups that came to the very same town.Â Â They joined it and praised the Lord for 
His guidance and protection.

So these simple people who believed and trusted the Lord and His leadership never saw the starvation in the Ukraine.Â Â They never saw the persecu
tion and the trials.Â Â They never saw their children being taken away.Â Â They never saw Siberia and all those things which happened to Russia.

It was a drastic, terrible time in Russia from 1933 on.Â Â Many millions of people died.Â Â The Lord saved them from the great war and the second wo
rld war which took twenty million people from Russia and the Ukraine.Â Â That's a big number.Â Â Six million died in the Ukraine from starvation in 19
33.

Whatever the Lord promised them, everything came to pass.Â Â He delivered them from their country, from starvation and from those troubles which t
he Lord promised, even from the war.

They did not hear about it until the late forties, because there was no communication.Â Â There was no radio.Â Â There was no mail going through Chi
na to those very desolate areas in the mountains.Â Â They never knew there was starvation in Russia which took away many millions.Â Â They never 
even knew.Â Â They never heard there was a war until the letters started to come and some communication when the communists came to China in 1
948.
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Russian trucks started to come to China.Â Â They became friends and then the news came.Â Â There was starvation in Russia and in the Ukraine and
there was war which took many lives.Â Â But these simple people were protected, and saved of the Lord, and led out from the area of calamity, and w
ere saved, and were living a very, very, blessed life.Â Â They were in the land of plenty, because it had very rich soil and the Lord blessed the fruits of 
their labor.Â Â Of course they weren't rich in the way of American standards.Â Â No!Â Â They were still simple farmers, but they had their cattle and th
ey had their milk.

That brother who lost his house, built a good house in China, and he had lots more cows, and lots more horses.Â Â So the Lord, for his obedience, ret
urned much more than he lost in Russia.Â Â He would have lost it the next night, anyhow, except for obedience to the Lord and His voice.Â Â He was 
repaid richly because the Lord is faithful and willing to bless His people, if they obey His voice and follow Him.

So then, this was just very brief.Â Â I'm omitting many, many events, many miracles and situations which happened in Russia, which happened in Chi
na, which we were a witness of.

While our people were in China, while it was yet free, while it was before communism, the Lord was speaking to our people already.Â Â "My children, 
China is only a stopping station for you.Â Â I will lead you out into a country of milk and honey.Â Â I'll lead into a free country where milk and honey is f
lowing and there you will meet many people who bear My Name, but do not serve Me as they ought, according to My commandments.Â Â And you will
testify of My power and My commandments and of My Will for them."

That was the Lord saying to our people as they were praying that the Lord will be leading them out to another country yet.Â Â The Lord also said that t
he government will change in China.Â Â The Lord said there will be great trouble yet in China also.Â Â The Lord said that His people should prepare to
move out.

So by 1947 the Lord moved out from China, most of those five hundred members to the Philippines.Â Â They went across from west China to east Chi
na, then to the Philippines, and then to Paraguay and then to America.Â Â Most of the group left by the next commandment of the Holy Ghost to move 
out and to carry on the Gospel.

There were about thirty families left in China and our family was one of them.Â Â In 1948, a year after the first group left, the revolution took place and 
China became red.Â Â They became friends with Russia.Â Â Then, of course, the same thing that was in Russia, started in China.Â Â In Russia it took
sixteen years for the communists to get strong, to confiscate peoples properties, to crush the people's will.Â Â But in China it took a very short time.

Within four or five years they forced the majority of the population onto collective farms.Â Â They confiscated properties and there were many shooting
s and many killings.Â Â If you had four cows, you were an enemy of the people.Â Â You were gone.Â Â They just take you on a truck and take you out
side of the village and just shoot you.Â Â As simple as that.Â Â Life was very cheap in China and in Russia.

So of these things, we were a witness, and of what was taking place in China during the hard times.Â Â And of course, the number one thing, again th
e same as in Russia, was that they started to fight against God, because that was their main ideology.Â Â We will build a happy society.Â Â We will bu
ild a new world without God.Â Â We don't need God.Â Â There is no God.Â Â The number one thing that they started to do was to persecute the churc
h and faith of Jesus Christ.

Our brethren were subjected to severe persecutions and most of the ministers were taken into concentration camps; camps of hard labor; camps goin
g deep into the mines, and working on small rations.Â Â Being harassed, being beaten, and some of them were given a life sentence.

The communists said, "We will never let you go any place."Â Â Our people had said to authorities and to the people, "God is going to lead us out to a c
ountry of milk and honey.Â Â We will not stay here.Â Â We will go away from here."

Of course, unbelievers were mocking our people and the authorities said, "We will never let you go because you're in our hands.Â Â We'll do what we 
want with you.Â Â We'll never let you go.Â Â We'll rot you in prison.Â Â We'll kill you all, but we'll never let you go."

But our people said, "We will trust the Lord.Â Â We'll trust our Living Lord who promised us and He'll lead us out."

People had to go through very big trials and persecutions in China.Â Â There was poverty, there was rations and there was a very big need economica
lly, and of course our people were also in very dire need.Â Â To receive 800 grams of oil for one month per person, that's all you could get, and a very 
meager ration of rice.Â Â People just could not survive on that ration but thanks to God our people were able since it was a mountain area.

Our people were able to go into the mountains and hunt.Â Â They were bringing some fowl and they were bringing some wild game, so nobody starve
d in China in spite of starvation and death of the Chinese and Turkish population and many other people.Â Â But the Lord preserved.Â Â People were 
praying in China nightly.Â Â There were prayers all over town.Â Â There was a praying church in China, because brethren would get up quite often at f
our or five o'clock in the morning and gather for prayer.Â Â They'd pray for a couple of hours and then by eight o'clock they'd go to work.Â Â And then 
at night they'd pray right through town.

They'd gather in home groups and pray and seek face of the Lord.Â Â "Help, Lord.Â Â You promised us.Â Â Lord, you deliver us, Lord you'll help us."Â
 Â And the Lord was comforting them.Â Â The Lord was revealing to them what the authorities will do and what will happen.Â Â So the Lord, by the Ho
ly Spirit was revealing the things to come and the people were comforted.Â Â Eventually, slowly, people were comforted by the Lord.

As the time drew on, the Lord moved our people across China by groups, or by a single person, or by a single families.Â Â He moved them about seve
n thousand kilometers into the city of Shanghai, which is about a ten hour ride by train from Hong Kong, if you've heard of Hong Kong.Â Â So that's wh
ere Shanghai is.Â Â It's eight million people.

So the Lord slowly led all the people across into the city of Shanghai, and of course on the way the Lord led them too, as it wasn't allowed to travel.Â Â
 It wasn't allowed to leave town even as I shared.Â Â You had to have four stamps on a piece of paper, the reason of going, where you were going, an
d when you would come back.Â Â All those have to be stated on paper, and you put your signature down.Â Â You have to go to four different offices b
efore you leave town.
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Yet, the Lord led our people out on foot, on horses, and then later on, by trucks and on trains.Â Â From the middle of China people traveled to the city 
of Shanghai and eventually everyone of those who were people of faith, people of prayer, people who wanted to walk closer to the Lord; every one of t
hem left to the free world.

That is, they left to Hong Kong and then they were released by the authorities, even though they were threatened.Â Â The Lord opened up the doors o
f the bamboo curtains and every one of them was led out, including the brethren who were prisoners!Â Â They were released and they were taken to S
hanghai and released to the free world.Â Â So our people came to a country of milk and honey.

Yet that wasn't a stopping place for us, because way back in China during the persecution time when my mother was fasting and praying, God told her
that we will be in Canada.Â Â That was fifteen years before it took place, so we knew that eventually our family will be in Canada.Â Â We were there in
the city for several years.Â Â We left China in 1959 and came to Australia.Â Â Ten years later, in 1969, the Lord told us to go to Canada.Â Â We lande
d in Vancouver as we came by ship from Australia to Canada.

There were many, many things on the way as the Lord led, miraculously provided, protected and saved, right across China.Â Â To travel across China
, the communists watch after you, catch you and then they send you back.Â Â They threaten you with prison and they harass you.Â Â It's a very difficul
t thing to do without God.Â Â But with the Living God that was all possible.Â Â Every one of them was led out into free world.

Read chapter 10 of 1 Corinthians.Â Â This Scripture is for our instruction, for our admonition, and for our warning also.Â Â What happened with Israelit
es?Â Â They were an example for us.Â Â But this is all written for us who will reach the end of an age as believers of the new Christian era.Â Â And so
the Lord said that they did this and they perished.Â Â They did that and they perished.Â Â Remember like the apostle Paul, being moved by the Holy 
Ghost, he related what the Israelites did, how they went to idol worship, how they murmured, how they fornicated, how they did the different things that
they perished for.Â Â So God said through the Holy Ghost, through the apostle, for our Christian age, that it is possible, by being the people of God, it i
s possible by being a believer, it's possible by being led by God yet it's still possible to fall away even to the extent that your name maybe and can be s
tricken out from the book of life.Â Â There is such a danger for believers!

So then, what happened with our people as they came to the free world.Â Â Their eyes were really running in all directions - what a blessed country, w
hat abundance.

We lived on meager rations in China on the verge of starvation, even though our people did not starve.Â Â They lived in very big need, but never starv
ed.Â Â When they gave only one meter, if I remember correctly, one meter of material, that's about three and a quarter foot of material for the whole ye
ar.Â Â That's all you can get.Â Â When everything was rationed and you have a great need, all of a sudden when you come to a free world, your eyes 
run in all directions.Â Â Now what is this?

This is paradise on earth.Â Â Such a blessed country, such an abundance of things, such an abundance of materials, and you name it - like food and 
whatever else.

Our people were really excited and they started to build their houses.Â Â They started to get jobs and they started trying to get the dollar and things lik
e that.Â Â Slowly, bit by bit, those everyday prayers started to be less and less, and less frequent, and the church, as such, lost the spirit of prayer.Â Â
 Eventually, as people of God became more rich and more blessed by the Lord, which the Lord promised to them (but Lord did not tell them to do what
they did).

The Lord told them to still be engaged in the Word of the Lord and be a living witness and testify and share the Gospel with all those who were in thos
e countries of freedom; in countries of plenty.Â Â That was the commission the Lord had given them.Â Â But of course they forgot the commission and
they got caught up with the cares of life.Â Â With building good houses, beautiful houses.Â Â Before that house wasn't big enough anymore.Â Â They 
would build a bigger house with more bedrooms, with more carpet, with more beautiful ornaments.

Before you knew it, the things of the sisters became very, very colorful; very beautiful.Â Â What happened to the church of Russia and China in free w
orld?Â Â I'll share with you very openly, what happened.Â Â God commanded His people to walk in the old commandments and subjects of the Word.
Â Â Our sisters were very, very modest.Â Â Walking soberly and shamefaced in Russia and in China.Â Â And I remember how my grandmother was a
dorned.Â Â She was a very plain woman.Â Â She was dressed very modest.Â Â One color dress and that was commanded by the Lord.Â Â She had a
head covering, and the brethren were very modest.

But in this country of plenty there was such an abundance, such a variety, such beauty; the Babylonian beauty.Â Â And before you know it, our sisters 
started to get more modern and their covering moved back and back and back.

Very soon there was just a little fluffy thing here on the back of the head.Â Â A little net, kept with two pins to the hair.Â Â Then one of those days our s
isters eventually lost those pins someplace in the drawer.Â Â The wind blew this latest covering away and our sisters were left without the covering an
d they loved the world.

The brethren loved the world.Â Â Before you know it, they went into a very modern way of life, more or less equal to the western world.Â Â Australian 
and Canadian churches more or less mingled and totally mixed with the world.Â Â But what happened?

The Lord was warning our people even in Australia and in Canada, "My children, you walk in My Obedience, in My Holiness, as I have taught you by th
e Holy Spirit and by the Word.Â Â Walk in it and be obedient, and repent!"

The Lord was calling our people to repentance by the Holy Ghost, by visions, by revelations and all those things.Â Â Out of many people, a few were s
till faithful to the Lord, like the older generation.Â Â Our grandchildren are out of the fourth generation now.Â Â As generations went on people drew a
way from the Lord and eventually what happened?Â Â The Holy Spirit departed from most of our churches in the free world.Â Â The miracles and won
ders departed; the spiritual presence of the Lord; the glory of the Lord.Â Â The glory of the Holy Ghost, and manifestation of the Holy Ghost, departed.
Â Â The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, which were operating in Russia and in China, departed.Â Â The church lost everything.

Of course, God always had in Bible days of old, a remnant church.Â Â Not everyone, but the majority of people, loved this world.Â Â The lust of the fle
sh, and the lust of the eyes took control and our people actually happened to repeat the example or the experience of the Israelites which came to the 
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promised land, the land of plenty.

As we read in the Bible, while Joshua was there and the elders, those people who remembered the miracles of the Lord, the Mighty Hand of God, Who
led them out from Egypt, through the wilderness with miraculous leading, while they were alive, they were teaching and bringing the people to rememb
rance.Â Â While they were teaching the nation, the people were walking with the Lord.Â Â They knew the Lord.

When Joshua died, when the old people died, when we read that there were several generations past, then there came a generation which knew not t
he Lord.Â Â They started to love this surrounding world.Â Â They started to love the things of this World.Â Â They started to bow to those gods of the s
urrounding nations and they bowed to Baal and Astoreth.Â Â And so, basically that's what happened with most of our people.
-------------------------

Read the rest here: http://www.vejvoda.com/ACallToUSChurch.html

Edit: Added extract

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2012/1/6 20:04
Thank-you Jeremy for posting this article.

If a person reads this but is not challenged in his/her spirit to a closer walk with the LORD I would guess it may be too lat
e. 

Given the times we are living in, this just may become our fate as well.

I find it inspiring how the LORD led these people to a place they did not know about and provided for them there. 

I am familiar with the trials the Russian Mennonites experienced at the hands of the Bolsheviks/communists. Helen Grac
e Lescheid  details some of this in her book, "Lead, Kindly Light." There is a documentary titled "Russian Mennonites" - I
think - that speaks on the same issue of persecution. But the story of God leading people AWAY from this disaster is bra
nd new to me. I am so blessed for having read it - think I will email the link to others for their edification.

God bless..

ginnyrose

Re: The Ukrainian Â“AmishÂ” & Their Worldview Â– Ed Kline - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2012/1/6 21:54
Fascinating...amazing how people will live out the WORD when they are isolated from moderns...

Lots of food for thought in this testimony. Glad you posted this link.

ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by vdespinoza, on: 2012/1/8 2:14
Brother, 

Thank you for posting both accounts. 

Vanessa  

Re: The Ukrainian Â“AmishÂ” & Their Worldview Â– Ed Kline - posted by live4jc, on: 2012/1/8 2:43
Jeremy wrote :

""I asked of my mother, "What was the secret of the continuing presence and the mighty miracles of the Lord in Russia?"

She said, "The secret was the same as it was in the days of the apostles."  It was mighty prayers.  Russia experienced 
mighty prayers.  People were in prayer daily, all over the villages or whenever the groups gathered.  Every night there w
ere prayers.  To pray for two, three, or four hours, that was nothing unusual - mighty prayers to God with God revealing, 
with God speaking, with God rebuking, and God revealing secret sins of hearts right in those prayer meetings.
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People were trembling when they were walking to those home meetings.  They were walking in the fear of the Lord.  The
y knew the Lord is alive, and that they had better walk very gently, softly, and walk holy, otherwise the Lord would reveal
their sin right on the spot as they entered in.  The Lord would reveal whatever their shortcomings or sins were.  That was
the direct work of the Holy Ghost.""

Brother Jeremy, thanks for posting this account of this revival in Russia! Had never heard of a revival before, in Russia. 
All true revivals have such similarities : they are preceded by intense prayer for God to be glorified, for the renewal of the
believers in their walk with the Lord, and for the salvation of souls. They involve a deep conviction of sin. 

.....If we are to experience revival, will it be any different?  

This post is a great blessing. May God create within us that hunger for more of Him. 

"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

2 Chronicles 7:14

As the account below shows, when the Hebrides revival came to the Isle of Lewis, this verse was claimed by the men an
d women who prayed long hours, before it arrived...

In Jesus,
John

In 1949, the The Isle of Lewis in the Hebrides experienced a massive revival which spread throughout the entire island. I
t filled the church with the youth, extended through even the most resistant communities and and brought thousands of l
ost souls to Christ. It was a truly remarkable revival and one which demonstrates the ultimately merciful and father heart 
of our Saviour.

2 Peter 3:9 (CEV) The Lord isn't slow about keeping his promises, as some people think he is. In fact, God is patient, be
cause he wants everyone to turn from sin and no one to be lost.

This was a revival that was contended for, one which was preceded by great repentance and intercession.

Before the revival, the Island of Lewis was much like any other part of England. The town of Stornoway, where the reviv
al began, had emptying pews as church attendance waned, while pubs were thriving. Sin abounded, darkness prevailed.

But there were the prayers of the righteous. Two groups of believers in particular, desperate for revival and repentance.

Some men who lived in Barvas began meeting in a barn to pray and seek. Praying one night they were reminded by the 
Holy Spirit that God is a covenant-keeping God who has made many promises to His children.

Â“"If this is true," they reasoned, "we can enter into a covenant with Him, and, if we keep OUR part of it, then HE MUST 
KEEP His!" Has God given a "covenant promise" for REVIVAL? Immediately the words of God in 2 Chronicles 7:14 cam
e to them:

"If My people which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wi
cked ways, then I will hear from heavenÂ…"

That night they entered into a solemn covenant with God, to take upon themselves the "burden" for revival for the comm
unity, to humble themselves, and to prevail In prayer UNTIL REVIVAL CAME!
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From Â“When God stepped down from HeavenÂ”

These men, made up of elders, deacons and believers from several different churches, continued to meet for several mo
nths. They met in the barn three nights a week, praying through until 4 or 5 oÂ’clock in the morning.

On the night before revival broke out, they entered into a time of repentance, challenged by Psalm 24, that despite askin
g for revival for months, they themselves were not of clean hands and a pure heart. It was when they began praying for 
personal revival that the breakthrough happened. They continued praying until they were exhausted and by 5 oÂ’clock t
hat morning, the outpouring they had been longing for had begun.

In addition to these men, two elderly sisters, housebound and infirm, unable to attend church, made their small home the
ir prayer closet. Peggy and Christine Smith were 82 and 84 and though they were weak in flesh, one blind and the other 
crippled with arthritis, these women were mighty intercessors and friends of God. The Lord gave them the promise of Isa
iah 44 3 and they contended for this promise for their island in prayer day and night.

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my
blessing on your descendants.

God showed Peggy and Christine that a Scottish preacher called Duncan Campbell was to visit them and that he would 
be used to bring about revival.

Despite Duncan initially advising that would be impossible for to visit due to clashing commitments, God cleared his cale
ndar and he did indeed arrive for a two week visit, though his fortnight long trip actually lasted two years.

The first meeting was held in the old parish church. Many people had gathered in a great expectancy of a great "moving 
of God" but, strangely enough, nothing happened. It was just an ordinary service. Seeing the disappointment upon the pr
eacher's face, one of the praying deacons came up to him: "DON'T BE DISCOURAGED," he said. "IT IS COMING. I AL
READY HEAR THE RUMBLING OF HEAVEN'S CHARIOT WHEELS. WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER NIGHT OF PRAYER 
AND THEN WE WILL SEE WHAT GOD IS GOING TO DO!"

They went over to a near-by cottage, and about thirty knelt in prayer, and began to travail before the Lord. Three o'clock 
in the morning, God swept in and about a dozen were laid prostrate upon the floor, and lay there speechless. Something
had happened! God had moved into action as He had promised; revival had come, and men and women were going to fi
nd deliverance. As they left that cottage that morning, they found men and women seeking God! Lights were burning in t
he homes along the roadÂ—no one seemed to think of sleep. Three men were found lying by the roadside, in a torment 
of conviction, crying for God to have mercy upon them! The Spirit of God was moving into action, and soon the parish of 
Barvas was to be stirred from end to end.

The events of the second night will never be forgotten by those who were privileged to attend. Buses came from the four
corners of the Island, crowding the church. Seven men were being driven to the meeting in a butcher's truck, when sudd
enly the Spirit of God fell upon them in great conviction. and all were converted before they reached the church! As the p
reacher delivered his message, tremendous conviction of sin swept down upon the people! Tears rolled down the faces 
of the people, and from every part of the building came cries of men and women crying for mercy. So deep was the distr
ess of some that their voices could be heard outside in the road. A young man beneath the pulpit cried out: "0 God, hell i
s too good for me!"

The meeting closed when the people began to move out. As the last person was about to leave. a young man began to 
pray. Under a tremendous burden of intercession, he prayed for three quarters of an hour and, as he prayed, the people 
kept gathering until there were twice as many outside the church as there were inside! When the young man stopped pr
aying, the Elder gave out Psalm 132, and as the great congregation sang the old hymn, the people streamed back into t
he church again, and the meeting went on until 4 a.m.

The moment people took their seats, the Spirit of God in awful conviction began to sweep through the church, and harde
ned sinners began to weep and confess their sins.

Just as the meeting was closing, a messenger hurried up to the preacher, very excited:

"Come with me! There's a crowd of people outside the police station; they are weeping and in awful distress. We don't k
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now what's wrong with them, but they are calling for someone to come and pray with them."

Describing the scenes outside the police station, which reminded one of the amazing days of Charles Finney, and the W
elsh Revival, the minister declared:

"I saw a sight I never thought was possible. Something I shall never forget. Under the starlit sky, men and women were k
neeling everywhere, by the roadside, outside the cottages, even behind the peat stacks, crying for God to have mercy u
pon them!"

Nearly 600 people, who had been making their way to the church, when suddenly the Spirit of God had fallen upon them
in great convictionÂ—like Paul on the way to Damascus causing them to fall to their knees in repentance!

Revival had surely come! For five weeks, it swept on in that one Parish, Duncan Campbell conducted four services night
ly; in one church at 7 o'clock, in another at 10, in a third at midnight, and back to the first one at 3 o'clock, and home bet
ween 5 and 6 o'clockÂ—tired, but very happy to be in the midst of such a wonderful moving of God.

After five weeks in this district the revival began to spread and what had taken place in Barvas, was repeated in other di
stricts.

From Â“When God stepped down from HeavenÂ”

This incredible outpouring continued for two years. Several towns and communities saw this revival and were resistant, 
some even setting up meetings against what was happening. People were determined to resist this move of God and th
at it wouldnÂ’t infiltrate their community. Each time these resistance groups and ant-revial meetings were set up, God w
ould reveal it to some of His friends and they would join to pray for God to move and breakthrough. Surely enough, even
the most resilient communities were swept up in the Glory and the revival spread like wild fire across the island.

http://www.revivalnews.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=126&Itemid=27

Re: The Ukrainian Â“AmishÂ” & Their Worldview Â– Ed Kline - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2012/1/9 20:29
Jeremy,

I just want to make a comment on how these Ukrainian people deal with illnesses. 

According to the speaker on the audio, they would gather for prayer (anoint with oil? I forgot..) expecting the LORD to he
al or show them what should be done to facilitate healing. I have been thinking along these lines as well for a while. 

I know James 5 teaches that if one is sick the elders should be called for and the victim is to be anointed with oil. Today 
when I ask people why they do not go for anointing, they always act as though this is something strange. Is it possible th
at with people having medical insurance will render the LORD's healing unnecessary? Scary, is it not? Maybe once the 
economy/gov goes belly up people will be forced to depend on the LORD for healing?

My thoughts...have not read an article that keep ministering as long as these have.
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