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AW. Tozer

One marked difference between the faith of our fathers as conceived by the fathers and the same faith as understood an
d lived by their children is that the fathers were concerned with the root of the matter, while their present-day descendant
s seem concerned only with the fruit.

"The root of the righteous yieldeth fruit," said the wise man in the Proverbs, Our fathers looked well to the root of the tree
and were willing to wait with patience for the fruit to appear. We demand the fruit immediately even though the root may

be weak and knobby or missing altogether. Impatient Christians today explain away the simple beliefs of the saints of ot

her days and smile off their serious-minded approach to God and sacred things.

The bough that breaks off from the tree in a storm may bloom briefly and give to the unthinking passer-by the impression
that it is a healthy and fruitful branch, but its tender blossoms will soon perish and the bough itself wither and die. There i
s no lasting life apart from the root.

Much that passes for Christianity today is the brief bright effort of the severed branch to bring forth its fruit in its season. .
The causes of retarded growth are many. It would not be accurate to ascribe the trouble to one single fault. One there is,
however, which is so universal that it may easily be the main cause: failure to give time to the cultivation of the knowledg
e of God.

The temptation to make our relation to God judicial instead of personal is very strong. Believing for salvation has these d
ays been reduced to a once-done act that requires no further attention. The young believer becomes aware of an act per

formed rather than of a living Saviour to be followed and adored.

The Christian is strong or weak depending upon how closely he has cultivated the knowledge of God. ... We may as well
accept it: there is no short cut to sanctity. ...
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