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Imagine that the U.S. government had the power to scour the reams of public records and collect and collate every bit of
personal information about every citizen of this country. Now imagine that any of the various intelligence and security ag
encies within the government could combine that data with any other information about a person that has been posted to
a social media website or compiled by one of the many data aggregating companies that keep tabs on all of us. Finally, i
magine that all this data could be passed among these agencies and that the ability of anyone inside or outside the gove
rnment to challenge this surveillance was all but eliminated.

Sadly, this is not the description of some fictitious dystopian future; this is the factual description of present-day America 
and itÂ’s about to get much worse.
In March Attorney General Eric Holder, in cooperation with National ...

read more: http://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/constitution/item/12329-govt-may-now-collect-catalog-and-store-all
-private-information

Re: Govt May Now Collect, Catalog, and Store All Private Information - posted by roadsign (), on: 2012/8/6 7:40
In a nation where its citizens ardently defend their individualistic autonomy, privacy, and rights (assuming they have this)
such a news flash is effective in instilling fear. The powers-that-be can control the masses if the people are incapacitated
and distracted by fear of impending doom. 

However, for God's people - this report merely envigorates our faith. We realize that this is nothing new. That's the way
empires have always operated. They have an insatiable hungr for control.   The report merely threatens people's
illusions about freedom and autonomy. 

When we are centered in our "Promised Land" through faith in our Lord, we know where our real citizenship lies. And we
know that no earthly power can rob us of our priveleges in him - or gain access to our inner thoughts.  Our earthly status
is irrelevent. Even if we are a slave on earth, in Christ we are free - free to be his slaves.  That's what matters. 

This report  arouses either anxiety or faith - depending on which lens we read it through. Here's the test: After reading
the article, which report dominates your thoughts: This recent news flash about your identity, or the apostle Paul's report
about your identity - from Romans 8:  
   
 ----------- 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you
slaves, so that you live in FEAR again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by
him we cry, Â“Abba, Father.Â” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are GodÂ’s children. 17 Now if we are
children, then we are heirs Â—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we
may also share in his glory.
(...)
 
 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the f
irstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified
; those he justified, he also glorified.
 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spa
re his own Son, but gave him up for us allÂ—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who 
will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condem
ns? No one. Christ Jesus who died Â—more than that, who was raised to life Â—is at the right hand of God and is also i
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nterceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:

Â“For your sake we face death all day long;
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.Â”

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither de
ath nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, n
or anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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