
General Topics :: Where is the list of topics of what is allowed to be posted on the forums?

Where is the list of topics of what is allowed to be posted on the forums?, on: 2012/10/20 14:42
I am fairly new here and just had a post locked within moments of starting it...lol.  My apologies brothers if politics cause
s some of you to become divisive. I don't have that problem and didn't intend to offend. To avoid this going forward, whe
re is the list kept that we should not discuss, thanks.

Mark

Re: Where is the list of topics of what is allowed to be posted on the forums? - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/10/20 14:49
Dear Brother,

You are not at fault in this at all, recently all the moderators have agreed to try and not allow really any extensive discuss
ions on politics on SermonIndex because of the upcoming elections and the heated battles that can occur and do occur 
very easily even amongst good saints of God. 

We had in a list of community rules an extenstive list of "what not to discuss" and when we updated the rules more to pri
nciples and ideas that list was taken out and just a few point were left. I added a sentence today about this:

"We have found that discussions pertaining to politics, conspiracy theories, calvinism/arminianism and others just produc
e strife and not the fruits of the Spirit so we ask saints not to start these discussion threads on SermonIndex."

this has been something the moderators daily tell people and share so for those who are on the site alot they know this t
hrough inference. 

Here are the:  SermonIndex Community Guiding Principles
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=44556&forum=13

Thanks for understanding dear brother.

Re: Where is the list of topics of what is allowed to be posted on the forums?, on: 2012/10/20 14:50
In the light of eternity there are very, very few things that amount to a hill of beans. This was the comment that got my lin
k to christians voting locked.

So, where is the list of topics that are allowed in these forums...who decides what topics are worthy of discussion "in the 
light of eternity"? 

Or should one post whats on their heart and wait and see if it is on the accepted list?  Again I am very new hear and lear
ning my way around.

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/10/20 14:57

Quote:
-------------------------Or should one post whats on their heart and wait and see if it is on the accepted list? Again I am very new hear and learning my wa
y around.

-------------------------

Dear Brother,
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Below each post there is these statements:

1. The site moderators ask you before you post that you consider praying and ask the Lord if you have the right spirit to 
serve others and edify others in the body of Christ before posting. 

2. All our communication matters in the Lord and we ask that you consider that all our words will be accounted for by Go
d one day: Matthew 12:36, James 1:26, Colossians 4:6.

These to me are very important that we post on here to serve others and put others before ourselves.    I know many de
ar saints on here have that heart and express it wonderfully.  Hence there will be unity, growth, encouragement and love
shown in this online community.  

I would personally like to not have to stop discussions on some of the before mentioned topics but feel over from 9 years
of experience as the other moderators that good fruit just simply does not come from some topics of discussions. 

Also in my mind it is a very high privilege to be able to post our "own thoughts" amongst the great thoughts of other godl
y saints from the past and therefore w should be careful that our discussions are edifying and when people from all over 
the world read them afterwards that they would sense God in them and be encouraged.

Re: , on: 2012/10/20 15:01
Got it brother Greg, no problems.  My post seconds ago crossed with yours, but I understand what you are wanting to ac
complish here.

I think though, that when you have a diverse group of people, just about anything can become divisive, but this creates a
n opportunity for each of us to see anothers point of view and we can learn to humbles ourselves.

If I walked into a room full of believers and brought up the subject of "should we vote or not vote?"...and I was shut down
this quickly, I would probably walk right out again and find a more friendly environment:)  Fortunately I know your heart a
nd I cannot take this personally, but I hope you also see how these things can be perceived by visitors?  Of course the h
eavy handed response from others would be to "go and start your own forum"...lol.

I agree and respect the moderators request to steer away from controversial topics, yet at the same time I wish there wa
s a better way of enforcing this, rather than locking things down so quickly, as if you are dealing with little children?  I do
n't have the answers but I do know we should always conduct ourselves with a gentle, Christlike spirit both online and in 
public. 

Much love to you brother!
Mark

Re: , on: 2012/10/20 15:15
Mark I apologize that my post hot your thread locked.  That was not my intention.  It was a call for us to respect tbe mod
s decision to not engage in discussions that do not bear fruit.  I have had threads licked.  It is not personal but only a me
ans to preserve unity.

If I may offer a suggestion.  One I am trying to incorporate.  Pray before posting.  Ask the Spirit if this will edify the body. 
If so then post.  The mods give much freedom in what can be discussed as long as Christ is glorified.

Hope this helps.  And welcome to Sermon Index.  I look forward to reading your thoughts on tbe board here.

Bearmaster.
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Re: Where is the list of topics of what is allowed to be posted on the forums? - posted by Trekker, on: 2012/10/20 15:25
Don't feel bad Mark, i had one locked yesterday too, for the same reason. It is understandable, especially at this time of 
year (elections).

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/10/20 15:29

Quote:
-------------------------I think though, that when you have a diverse group of people, just about anything can become divisive, but this creates an opportuni
ty for each of us to see anothers point of view and we can learn to humbles ourselves.
-------------------------

Brother, fully agree with you that almost every discussion has the potential for division so as you said we need to humbl
e ourselves and love each other in each discussion. Thank you for your thoughts in this way. 

Quote:
-------------------------"go and start your own forum"...lol.
-------------------------

Some have started these! and perhaps that is even good fruit by some who have. I mentioned early in this week that Ser
monIndex forums is not a place for everyone to discuss.  I am thankful for other forums that are especially towards a spe
cific "niche" of discussion topic in Christianity.

Quote:
------------------------- I wish there was a better way of enforcing this, rather than locking things down so quickly, as if you are dealing with little children? I
don't have the answers but I do know we should always conduct ourselves with a gentle, Christlike spirit both online and in public. 
-------------------------

Brother, in my experience this has to happen from time to time and usually it can be not anything against the person that
started the thread. But rather even it can be a larger example to help gear future discussions.  In the end my heart is to s
ee the body of Christ universally encouraged, uplifted and for them to hear the whole counsel of God.  I am so thankful f
or MANY contributions that dear brothers and sisters make and it is a daily encouragement in my own life.

Thank you for your thoughts brother, I encourage everyone to pray daily for SermonIndex  I feel the more prayers that ar
e towards this ministry the more the Holy Spirit works to even adjust people's attitudes on the forums without one word fr
om a moderator or other brother or sister.

Re: , on: 2012/10/20 15:30
Hi brother Blaine!!!  You awesome crazy for Jesus man of God!!!  It is great to hear from you again and I hope you are k
eeping well.

No harm done whatsoever brother. In all things though we must listen to what the Lord is saying to us and learn from Hi
m.

On the subject of voting, I realize that it is inconsequential in the light of eternity but it was posted in general topics wher
e I might also post topics about homeschooling or forms of worship or church structure or how to raise my children...all o
f these things are controversial and none of them amount to a "hill of beans in the light of eternity".  Perhaps there shoul
d not even be a General Topics section?  I don't know but I thought the subject matter that my friend Bill raised was wort
hy of reading and I was hoping that it would bless others.  Not so it seems...and it seems also, that I am learning what a
n interesting place this site is to visit:)

Please do not comment on the voting part above brother...but do touch on the other issues if the Lord leads you. Much l
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ove to you brother Blaine, I do hope to catch up with you again in the flesh soon!!!

Re: prayer for SermonIndex, on: 2012/10/20 15:34
Hi brother Greg,
I understand and will be praying more for this wonderful blessing from the Lord, site that He has called you to steward. If
there is ever anything I can do to help, let me know.

I miss you and all the brothers from that exceptional Sunday in Atlanta...we must figure out a way to have a reunion:)

Love in Christ,
Mark

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/10/20 15:37

Quote:
-------------------------I miss you and all the brothers from that exceptional Sunday in Atlanta...we must figure out a way to have a reunion:)

-------------------------

Amen!  I have posted this house church meeting here, I encourage others to listen:

Powerful House Church Meeting (audio)
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=47143&forum=35

Re: , on: 2012/10/20 16:29
Mark.  Is this my Aussie brother from Houston Texas.  Bro I did not kow you were Awakrned.  We need to touch vase. I 
still have your card.  Indeed brother that was a GLOOOORIOUS time in Atlanta.

I still want you to come on my persecution watch calls and share.  Great to hear from you.  In touch soon

Blaine

Re: , on: 2012/10/20 22:35
I don't think a list is necessary, all forums are regulated by Admins or Mods and they will quit all forums as they see fit. S
ome issues that are looked down upon slip through the cracks now and again and we surprise ourselves that some of th
ose threads have done well in being civilized thus they remain ongoing. But I do understand why the cautionary measur
es that this site is taking because of the upcoming elections. Afterward it might be a different story, but right now, we nee
d to keep the forums civil.

Re:  - posted by ArtB (), on: 2012/10/21 20:35
Greg Gordon wrote:

" Brother, in my experience this has to happen from time to time and usually it can be not anything against the person th
at started the thread. But rather even it can be a larger example to help gear future discussions. In the end my heart is to
see the body of Christ universally encouraged, uplifted and for them to hear the whole counsel of God. I am so thankful f
or MANY contributions that dear brothers and sisters make and it is a daily encouragement in my own life."

This is certainly the Ideal of any Christian Forum. To study Scripture and teach and edify one another so that we may be
fully equipped to live the Christian life and bear fruit, and edify one another, and lead others to Jesus Christ. This ought t
o be the norm, ever learning the will of God in our lives, bearing fruit through our love for one another, and by bringing th
e gospel of Jesus Christ to all peoples, with love and grace.

However, there is another side of the coin that is worthy of reflection.

What if a new Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Karl Barth, or Martin Niemoller, give a call for Christians to respond to injustice and o
pposition to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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e.g. Niemoller (1892-1984) was a prominent Protestant pastor who emerged as an outspoken public foe of Adolf Hitler a
nd spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps. NiemÃ¶ller is perhaps best remembered for the quota
tion:

"First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out-- Because I was not a Socialist.

"Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out-- 

"I was not a Trade Unionist.

"Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out-- 
Because I was not a Jew.

"Then they came for me--and there was no one left to speak for me."

My observations of religious trends and the worldwide Politic (1. Using or marked by prudence, expedience, and shrewd
ness) I have a feeling that we are on the eve of a new great tribulation, to be aimed at Jews and true Christians. What ro
le would Sermon Index role may or should play in it, I do not know. I pray that God guides Sermon Index, and us, that w
e may know, and do, the will of God in such difficult times. I hope we will have the courage to speak out on behalf of the 
Gospel and live out the good ethics it provides for us.

From J. R. R. Tolkien. Lord of the Rings:

Frodo: Â“I wish it need not have happened in my time."

Gandalf: "So do I, and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is wh
at to do with the time that is given us.Â”

God be with you, and Bless you all.
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