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Standing Fast In The Liberty Of The Gospel

By Robert Wurtz II
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Comments?

Re: Standing Fast in Christian Liberty, on: 2005/3/7 21:03
quote: "The Gospel of Jesus Christ provides A'libertyA’ from the written laws of the Old Testament"

Are you referring to the ceremonial laws or the moral Law?
| am sure you do not mean to imply that we have the liberty to break the moral Law, correct?

Gal 5:13 "For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself."" And so it is that we are claled to fullfill, not break, all the Law by loving one another.

Ro 8:4 - "that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but acco
rding to the Spirit"

The Christian is not under the Law, the sinner is under the Law. 1Ti 1:9 - "knowing this: that the law is not made for a rig
hteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for mur
derers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,”

The Christian is not under the Law because the deeds of the Christian do not violate the Law. "Against such there is no |
aw"

Gal 5:18-24 "But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are
: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfis
h ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which | tell you beforehand, j
ust as | also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of
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the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such the
re is no law. And those who are Christ's HAVE crucified the flesh with its passions and desires."

If we break the Law, we are under the Law. But if we walk in the Spirit, we are not under the Law because their is no La
w that is against the fruits of the Spirit.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2005/3/7 21:36
Hi Jesse,

A. The Gospel of Jesus Christ provides A'libertyA’ from the written laws of the Old Testament, while simultaneously brin
ging the Spirit filled believer into conformance with the righteous requirements of the law- establishing that law.

This is a 'cart and horse' issue. If we were to take even the moral laws of the 613 laws and try to live them it would not b
e Christianity. That would be having the 'cart’ before the ‘horse.’

If we walk in the Spirit and allow God to apply those laws to our hearts we will perform them by nature and live in such a
way that against such there is no law. This places the cart behind the horse. This is not antinomianism- this is fulfilling th
e law by walking in the Spirit. Actually, it is way beyond anything the law could ever do. The Gospel is a better covenant
because what the law could not do in that is was weak through the flesh- we can do as we slip out from underneath the
bondage of the law (this keeps the law of sin that is in our members from rising up)and then we come under the law of th
e Spirit of life in Christ Jesus which fulfills the righteous requirements of the law.

The real thing we have to realize is that extrapolating the laws from the Old Covenant (the Jews call this a ststem of Hal
akah) that can be considered relevant to us and then trying to live them is not Christianity. Walking in the Spirit will keep
us in line with the righteous requirements of the law and therefor fulfills the law. This is Christianity.

God Bless,

-Robert

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2005/3/7 21:46

Another little side note is that when the Gospel is accurately preached the person's response will almost always be, "Sh

all we continue in sin that grace may abound?" If we do not get that response, | submit we have not accurately presente

d the Gospel. Of coarse we know the answer to this; but we have to present the Gospel accurately or we have misrepre

sented it. We need not be anymore afraid than the Holy Spirit was when He breathed out the details of the Gospel. We h
ave to continue in our explaination to qualify the question and answer it- but we must know that it is a natural question to
want to know if we should sin that grace may abound.

God Bless,

-Robert

Re: This may find a place here...., on: 2005/3/12 7:38
Law vs. Grace

By Lahry Sibley

Well this question is one many wrestle with in this hour.

Paul said that all things were permitted, but not all things are profitable. When it comes to the penalty of the law, we are f
ree from charge. But that does not give us a license to sin. Paul even asks this very question, do we take our liberty as a
n occasion for the flesh? What side of "the law" does our flesh operate on?

See, if we are children of the Father, and | trust you are, then we are corrected by Heavenly Father when we step out of
line. What does He use as a benchmark to determine what is out of line and what is not? The moral law. His Holy Law.

No law, man made or God made, has any power in and of itself. It is not the nature of law to give power. It simply states
a limit of acceptable behavior. Therefore, of itself, it can do nothing but identify behavior as being within the law, or beyo
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nd the law. The law has never been the problem with man, even before Moses. It's the sinful nature of man that is the pr
oblem. Natural law breakers. We don't need a school for it, we come fully equipped. We are able to train ourselves in it. |
t's not because of the law, but because of our fallen nature we inherit from Adam and Eve.

We know from reading God's word that sin is a transgression of God's law. The problem of man is sin. We are not sinner
s because we sin. We sin because we are sinners, law breakers. Therefore we deserve death. God's justice demands th
e death penalty.

Jesus died in our place and we become partakers of His sacrifice by faith. He then imparts His righteousness to us. Now
that we ARE righteous, then what? What kind of behavior can our Father expect from His children in light of what He has
done for us, blotting out all record of our sin?

Will His expectations be within His moral law, or without? He has changed the desires of our hearts, but not the desires
of our flesh. So as already having been made righteous (past tense) we begin to live as His children. We are told to walk
after the spirit. The spirit is what has been born again. We know that the desires of our spirit are the desires of the Holy
Spirit. On which side of the law would you expect that to be?

Personally, | hate driving. Why? Because it's impossible for me to drive without speeding. Not that | have the peddle to t
he metal all the time. But my flesh just wants to fudge. If I'm not extremely careful, I'm speeding. One day, in California, |
was cruising along about 70 in a 55. (My flesh was more dominant back then.) So the Holy Spirit started dealing with me
. So | slowed down to a very boring 55...or so. | told Him how hard it was to try and drive the speed limit and not slip over
. And just a smidgen over is as bad as a hundred over, right? So He asked me what would happen if | dropped my spee
d to 50? Well, first of all Lord, I'd really be bored out of my mind, but it would be easier not to break the law. What if you
slowed to 45? Oh | could drive all day and not speed, Lord. What if you didn't ever get into the car, Lahry? Lord, | would
never have to be concerned with breaking the speed limit again.

Well, that taught me a whole lot more than just respecting speed laws. He showed me that as Christians, we often tend t
o live like we drive, as close to the "limit" as possible. But remember, He said that just a little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump. Just a little compromise and first thing you know, you are off following the flesh on the wrong side of the law. Does
that make the law bad? No, it's our behavior that's the problem. God desires us to behave in a manner that pleases Him

and brings Him glory. We do that when we follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. Do not be deceived, His law goes far bey
ond the 10 commandments. I'm not speaking of ceremonial law here, but the laws that light our paths as we walk this na
rrow way. The bible tells us that to know to do good and not do it, is sin. Anything that is not of faith is sin. Now we could

say that this is included in the "10", and it is. Love God, with all our heart, and love our neighbor as ourselves. All comma
ndments are summed up in that statement that Jesus made. Love is always in favor of the law, the righteous side of the |
aw. If we live and move in love, it is far beyond the law, in opposite directions. It's not about how much we know, but abo
ut how we live day by day.

In Romans 12 vs 9 (amplified version) Paul admonishes us to flee in horror from all wickedness. In light of that | have a
guestion for you. What side of the law would you find wickedness?

Beloved, we are saved by faith through grace. That is the only way a man/woman can be saved. It is because we ARE S
AVED that God places in us both the will and desire to do His good pleasure. His good pleasure is on the righteous side
of the law. Keeping the law does not make us righteous. Because we are righteous, God changes the heart and gives us
the desire to live for Him and in Him, far away from the law, but always on the right side of the law. Our obedience is driv
en by love, thanksgiving, and worship, and not by obligation. If we are busy doing His will and not our own, the law is of
no concern to us. How could it be. Like driving, we could never break speeding laws if we never get into the car. That do
es not make us law keepers, nor does it make us holy inside. We need a heart change. Jesus is the only One who can d
o that, and we get it by faith. If the heart does not change, one is simply not saved. The heart will always change toward
righteousness, and that will always be within the moral law of our God. | hope this helps, beloved.
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