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Early in my Christian walk, God put a compelling love for the lost in my heart. Yes, there were times when I was oppose
d and even threatened. Nevertheless, I simply could not remain silent, for I genuinely cared about people and I was com
pelled to speak about Jesus Christ. Men and women around me were dying in their sin, and somebody with the compas
sion of God had to speak to them. This is the calling on each one of our lives.

Paul said it this way: â€œWhereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the 
which cause I also suffer these thingsâ€• (2 Timothy 1:11-12). Paul said, â€œI suffer, I am called, and I am appointed.â
€• In the same way, each of us is appointed by God to be a vocal witness of the truth. We are not called to be silent in thi
s hour. We are called to stand for what we believe in; to testify of how God has transformed us and continues to work in 
our lives. We are called to stand unashamed rather than cowering down under the sneers of fallen humanity. And God h
as made a way for us to do so.

Prior to these verses, Paul said to Timothy, â€œBut be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the pow
er of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own p
urpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world beganâ€• (2 Timothy 1:8-9). It is according to His
own purpose and grace! It is as if God is saying, â€œI saw you coming, and I made a way for you. I made a way to cut t
he cords of needing the praise and approval of man. I made a way for you to fulfill My holy calling on your lifeâ€”not just i
n part but in full measure. I made a way for you to love people with a supernatural love. I am willing to fill you with My Ho
ly Spirit, giving you courage to stand as a voice for the kingdom of Godâ€”not by your ability, but by My Spirit!â€•
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