
General Topics :: When shall the end come?

When shall the end come?, on: 2014/1/18 13:13
"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come
"
(Matthew 24:14).

Many in the church today try to determine the nearness of Christ's return by reading the signs of the times. We see such
signs in specific; for example, the return of the Jews to Israel. Yet one of the clearest statements Jesus makes about His
second coming is contained in the verse above. The end will come only after the gospel has been preached to all the nat
ions as a testimony. The word that Jesus uses for " witness," in this verse is the same Greek word for " testimony." In sh
ort, He says the Gospel we preach is effective only if it is backed up by a life that testifies to its reality. ( David Wilkerson
)

Do you see what David is saying here? It's not about the Gospel preached, it's about the Gospel lived. The Gospel lived 
out is a testimony to the power of Jesus to transform men into new creatures. It's not so much the correctness of the doc
trine, although doctrine is important, it's about the reality of the witness. The genuine saint living a life empowered by Jes
us is a witness to the world. Can we say that Christendom today is a witness to the world? In the average church in Ame
rica, all the stats of the world on matters of divorce and such are simply the same. The world cannot tell the difference b
etween themselves and Christianity. So, not only is there not a witness for Christ, there is a vehicle for mocking.

This Greek word for testimony or witness is a legal term, it is about evidence. In a criminal case a prosecutor or defende
r will call forward witnesses and present their testimony as evidence. One way to nullify a witness is to discredit that witn
ess. If I can show you that the witness has a record of lying or has himself a criminal record, then I can discredit the witn
ess and render his testimony ineffectual. One could well argue that Satan has done this with what passes for modern-da
y Christianity. He has shown by evidence that Christendom as a whole cannot be counted upon to be a witness to the tr
uth because their very lives deny the truth that they claim to stand for.

Yet, our Lord's word still stands. If Jesus says that the Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached and shall be a witness t
o all the nations of the world then that shall surely come to pass. Now how can the tatters of what passes for Christianity
be a witness to all the world when it is so clearly waning and falling away? Here is an interesting thing. This word witnes
s is also used in the context of being a martyr. When the word is used in Acts 1:22, Acts 22:15, Acts 26:16, 1 Pet 5:1, Re
v 1:5 and Rev 3:14 it is the same word as martyr. God is calling a remnant out of Christendom to be His martyrs/witness
es to the world and then He will come. The witnesses God is calling are genuine eye-witnesses to His glory and their live
s reflect that, give testimony to that. They have knelt before Calvary, they have seen His glory, their lives not only testify 
to this but they are unashamed of the Gospel of Christ in a perverse and wicked generation. They are not afraid of men 
because they are lovers of the truth.

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the p
ower of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the d
eath. (Rev 12:10-11) You see who overcomes the accuser of the brethren? Those who are genuinely covered by the Blo
od of the Lamb and who are a testimony/witness by their very lives and by their un-ashamedness to stand up speak and
share the truth. And of course, a vital part of the equation, they love not their own lives unto death.

As the great tribulation unfolds and the saints suffer persecution and martyrdom as never before, then only those who ar
e genuine eye-witnesses to the power of God in their lives will stand. As the rest fall away, those who were Christian in n
ame only because they are not covered by the Blood nor is their lives a testimony and they love their lives more than the
y love God whom they have claimed to serve, then only the remnant will remain. And since the great persecution of the l
ast days is world-wide, then the true saints will be revealed in every tongue and every tribe and every nation, they will st
and as God's witnesses to His power and glory " and then shall the end come."
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Re: When shall the end come?, on: 2014/1/18 17:12
Frank good thoughts.  We have been reflecting upon the implications of martyrdom, that being witnesses for Christ on P
ersecution Watch.

One thing becomes apparent.  Martyrdom of saints actually advances the gospel.  Jesus said unless a grain of wheat fal
ls into the ground and dies it remains alone.  But if if dies, it bears much fruit.  There is something about those who give t
heir lives for Christ that advances the gosoel of Jesus Christ.

Posted by Blaine Scogin

Re: When shall the end come?, on: 2014/1/18 17:20
Brother in reflecting more on your post it seems we should be living martyrs.  That is we should be denying ourselves an
d taking up our cross daily.  We should be dying daily to the world and the things of the world.  That is we should be dea
d to the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the boastful pride of life.  If we die to these worldly impulses on a daily 
basis.  Then we will not fear martyrdom when it comes   then we will be those worthy sacrifices preaching the gospelto t
he world.

My thoughts.

Blaine Scogin

Re: The Example of N. Korean Believers, on: 2014/1/18 17:24
In N. Korea the saints consider themselves already dead when they come to Christ.  This attitude enables them to endur
e persecution and not fear death.

Blaine

Re: , on: 2014/1/18 17:26
Indeed brother Blaine. I think a good western model of this would be Jim Elliot...........bro Frank
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