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However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has g
iven me- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. Acts 20:24 Paul's main concern was not preserving his own l
ife; what counted most was that he might finish the ministry to which God had called him. Wherever it ended, even if in t
he sacrifice of his life, he would finish his course with joy and the prayer that Christ will be exalted in my body, whether b
y life or by death. For Paul, life and service for Christ is represented as a race that one must run with absolute faithfulnes
s to his  Lord. When David had served God's purpose in his own generation he fell asleep Acts 13:36 Are we willing to s
erve God's purpose running the race He has laid out for us completing the task of the Lord. Do you not know that in a ra
ce all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who completes in th
e games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forev
er. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and 
make it my slave so that after I have preached to others I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 1 Cor 9: 24-27 Paul
illustrates the principle to exercise self-control, and self-denial. May the Lord stand at my side and give me strength, so t
hat I will be able to say. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Therefore since we ar
e surrounded by such a great cloud of witnessed, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entan
gles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Hebrews 12:1 The race must be run with " persevera
nce" with patience and endurance pressing on to the finish line, throwing off the sin that so easily entangles us and fixing
our eyes on Jesus. 
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Amen!
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