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Everyone sins, and everyone knows it. While it is true that fallen human nature minimizes or redefines sin, everyone kno
ws they donâ€™t meet the standard of perfection. Whether they call them â€œsinsâ€• or â€œmistakes,â€• everyone wil
l admit to having lied, lusted, or lashed out in anger at some point in their livesâ€”if not regularly.

That being the case, what is the difference between the sins of believers and unbelievers? When a believer sins, is it the
same as when an unbeliever sins?

The Nature of Sin

The two primary biblical definitions of sin are â€œmissing the markâ€• (hamartia) and â€œwithout righteousnessâ€• (adi
kia). At its core, sin is a transgression of Godâ€™s law; it is to think and behave as if there were no law. The apostle Joh
n emphasizes that lawless characteristic when he writes, â€œEveryone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; a
nd sin is lawlessnessâ€• (1 John 3:4).

John wrote his epistle to help believers test the authenticity of their faith (1 John 5:13). Unlike many today, John does no
t test saving faith on the basis of a signed card, a walk down the aisle, or even a prayer made in a moment of contrition. 
In the passage weâ€™re considering in this series, heâ€™s focused on the incompatibility of sin with saving faith, and h
eâ€™s making three arguments for the holiness of believers.

Johnâ€™s first argument is that sin is incompatible with the law of God. As we saw in 1 John 3:4, he explicitly equates si
n with an attitude of lawlessness and rebellion against God (cf. Romans 8:7; Colossians 1:21).

Diagnosing Unbelieversâ€™ Sin

Johnâ€™s description of sin allows for no exceptions or double standards. Everyone who habitually practices sin is livin
g in an ongoing condition of lawlessness. Thatâ€™s not to say that theyâ€™re sinning to the full extent of their depravity
. The lawlessness John refers to is more of an attitude than an action. Itâ€™s not merely transgressing Godâ€™s lawâ€
”itâ€™s living with an indifference to the law, as if there was no law-Giver at all.

We must not underestimate the severity of the unrepentant sin that flows from unbelief. We canâ€™t define sin in bits a
nd pieces as individual acts alone. Of course each individual sin is a serious offense to God, but we also need to be able
to recognize and biblically diagnose the profound lawlessness of the unredeemed heart.

Diagnosing Believersâ€™ Sin

If youâ€™re a Christian, you no longer have that dominant attitude of lawlessness. The truly penitent heart resolves to o
bey Godâ€™s law (Psalm 19:7-11), deny fleshly lusts (Romans 13:14), resist the worldâ€™s allurements (Titus 2:12), a
nd willingly submits to the sovereign lordship of Jesus Christ in all things. Those whom God has saved and transformed 
have traded slavery to sin for slavery to God, as Paul wrote:

Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one who
m you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? But thanks be to God that thoug
h you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and
having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. (Romans 6:16-18)

Thatâ€™s not to say believers never sinâ€”no honest Christian would make that claim. But when we do give in to tempt
ation, we experience godly sorrow, not an attitude that is cavalier and rebellious. The believerâ€™s sin is not the produc
t of a heart bent in defiant lawlessness.

Instead weâ€™re heartbroken over transgressing Godâ€™s law. Itâ€™s the attitude David displays in Psalm 32 and 51
, where he pleads for Godâ€™s mercy in the aftermath of grievous sin. We share the frustration with lingering sin that P
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aul expresses in Romans:

For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I h
ate. . . . For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of th
e good is not. For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. But if I am doing the ver
y thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. (Romans 7:15, 18-20)

That penitent heartbreak comes from our love of God and His law. At salvation, each believer bows his knee to the lords
hip of Christ. Itâ€™s a commitment to obey Him, follow Him, and fulfill His law. The believerâ€™s life is marked by willfu
l, loving submission to Godâ€™s law in the pursuit of holiness. We understand that the law isnâ€™t a system of works ri
ghteousness, or a legalistic set of outdated rules. Itâ€™s an expression of Godâ€™s holy character, and we join the refr
ain of Psalm 119, confessing â€œO how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the dayâ€• (Psalm 119:97).

Therefore, how could authentic believers live in open, unrepentant lawlessness? John says they canâ€™t.

But the lawless nature of sin is only the first of three reasons John gives for his conclusion. Next time weâ€™ll look at ho
w sin is also incompatible with the work of Christ.

Source: http://www.gty.org/blog/B140624

Re: Lawless Christians? by John MacArthur - posted by Sidewalk (), on: 2014/6/25 23:31
Jesus told the woman "taken in adultery" to go and sin no more.  I don't recall reading a collection of religious caveats ad
ded to her as she walked away, I guess Jesus was just overreaching beyond His authority.

Re: Lawless Christians? by John MacArthur - posted by yuehan, on: 2014/6/26 15:43
This article does not line up with Scripture. 

Romans 6:14 - "For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace." And Paul goes on 
to further expound on this truth in Romans 7.

Some great posts I came across recently on the topic of Christians living under grace (not law):

(i) http://t.co/mFXXcfbnI4

(ii) http://t.co/wD7ZntmWtU

(iii) http://t.co/KtrT39DXTk

Re:  - posted by havok20x, on: 2014/6/26 17:42
How does this article not line up with Scripture?

Re: Lawless Christians? by John MacArthur - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2014/6/26 22:36
Quote: Therefore, how could authentic believers live in open, unrepentant lawlessness? John says they canâ€™t.

What is lawlessness - John defines it: Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 1 John 3
:4

Lets look at the scripture MacArthur used in this article. Romans 7:15, 18-20. Paul tells us simply he is doing the thing h
e hates because he has no power to do the things he would as Sin dwells in him...  What is Sin itâ€™s lawlessnessâ€¦ 

So Paul found that lawlessness lived in him, that it was so dominant that it overpowered his will and rendered him power
less to perform the good that he wanted to doâ€¦
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Now some may say that Romans 7 is talking about a unsaved personâ€¦ so lets look at Gal 5:17 For the flesh lusts agai
nst the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things tha
t you wish.

This is the exact same scenario as Romans 7, the believer is left powerless, the desire might be there but the power to p
erform it is not. Sin, Lawlessness and or Flesh are the names to describe the power that opposes God and his Law in th
e believerâ€™s life after conversion.

Quote: If youâ€™re a Christian, you no longer have that dominant attitude of lawlessness.

Well I have already dealt with that but there is a change and we must go back to Rom 7 to find it, "the willing is present i
n me", They delight in the law in the inward man Rom 7:22. They delight in the law they are willing thatâ€™s the differen
ce when your born again. 

But letâ€™s not forget â€œI do the things that I hate" but the power to do the good is not there.. So I disagree the â€œd
ominant attitude of lawlessnessâ€• does remains after conversion.

Itâ€™s called the flesh or sin or lawlessnessâ€¦

So the answer for the believer: I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. Gal 5:16

Which leads me to challenge another pointâ€¦

Quote: At salvation, each believer bows his knee to the lordship of Christ.

A believer who has bowed the knee to the Lordship of Christ is still so powerless that sin can dominate him???? Can it b
eâ€¦
In Gal 5:16  that word â€œwalkâ€• is Peripateo which means â€œto regulate one's lifeâ€• or â€œto conduct one's selfâ
€• these words regulate or conduct tell us the word â€œwalkâ€• is about control and management.

Gal 5:16 could read like this; be controlled, managed by the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

Can you imagine a like a life that not only desires to do Godâ€™s will and law; but also has the power to do it. 

Itâ€™s the exact opposite of what is described in Rom 7, Gal 5:17 as mentioned above and were he wanted to do Godâ
€™s will but the controlling factor was lawlessness, and didnâ€™t have the power to do it and couldnâ€™t walk in victor
y over sin. 

A Christian should be controlled and managed by the Holy Spirit and that takes a full surrender of your will to hisâ€¦and t
hatâ€™s when you truly bow your knee to the Lordship of Christâ€¦
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