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Elijah and Elisha proceeded to Jericho, which means â€œa place called pleasant.â€• Yet this city was now barren, dry, 
utterly lifeless with no trees, no pastures, no fruit. Everything had withered because a stream of poison had infiltrated Jer
ichoâ€™s water supply. This city represents dead, dry Christianity, a church Jesus describes in Revelation this way: â€
œThou hast a name that thou livest, and art deadâ€• (Revelation 3:1).

Elijah had established a school of prophets in Jericho, and when he and Elisha visited the school, some of the young, up
start prophets approached Elisha, asking, â€œKnowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head today
?â€• (2 Kings 2:5). Elisha quickly cut them off, telling them, "Be silent! Of course I know it.â€•

This generation of ministers would be sent out across Judah and Israel to minister to society. But clearly something was 
missing in them: the power, anointing and authority of the Holy Spirit. The next day, these same ministers would be beg
ging Elisha to let them go look for Elijah's body, in case the Holy Spirit dropped him off some mountain or into some vall
ey. They were totally ignorant of the ways and workings of the Holy Spirit. They could witness, preach, and speak of mir
acles but they had not experienced Godâ€™s power for themselves.

It appears that Elijah suggested, â€œElisha, youâ€™re looking at the next generation of ministry. Why donâ€™t you set
tle here and teach these ministers the ways of the Spirit? Youâ€™re just the man to awaken this dead, dry church.â€•

But Elisha knew what would happen if he pastored these ministers. They would remain enamored of Elijahâ€™s powerf
ul ministry and constantly barrage him with questions about it. â€œHow many hours a day did your master pray? What 
methods did he use? What doctrines did he preach?â€• Elisha would end up spending all his time recounting the past. A
nd these young ministers would spend all their energies trying to be just like Elijah, hoping to recreate his miraclesâ€”yet
without the power and authority of the Holy Spirit.

The church today has fallen into the same snare. We study past movements and revivals, looking for keys, trying to disc
over methods to bring down fire from heaven. Ever since I can remember, the church has been crying for an old-fashion
ed, Holy Ghost revival. Yet this all stems from a desire to see God recreate something he did in the past.

Elisha knew he could not impact anyone in this dead, dry church until he received his own touch from God. He could not
rely on Elijahâ€™s great works. He was telling Elijah, â€œI respect the faith of my forefathers, the spiritual giants of the 
past. But I know the Lord wants to do a new thing. And I must have a greater touch from him than anything seen before.
â€•
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When I read this I was reminded of this scripture that I have used as almost a base scripture in regards to these matters

"Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with fait
h"--Galatians 3:5 ESV
 
I ask myself the questions, what is hearing with faith, what is about, who is it about, how am I not hearing? It is, hearing 
with faith=supply of spirit and miracles.

I believe that what Mr Wilkinson is talking about here is found in the answers to those questions. 

There is treasure here.
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