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"....I want to take you back to Exodus 5:1-2. We are looking here first at the power of God to make a way. I do not know 
what your circumstances are. You do not know what ours are, but we are looking first at Godâ€™s power to do what is a
bsolutely impossible in the natural. Then we are going to look at the nature of this wilderness experience.

When we seem to be walking in circles and getting nowhere, going around and around, like Samson when he ground in 
the prison house. The man was moving all right. He kept going all the time, but he got nowhere. Have you ever noticed i
n our Christian experience, we can be moving all the time, and getting nowhere. We are coming back to the same spot ti
me and again. Also, we will look into a warning concerning the wilderness for us.

Then we will look into the area of what God is doing concerning our wilderness experiences. Right now, we are watching
God. This should give us faith in God. It should shed light on His ways. It should help us not to be overcome, defeated in
the wilderness, and help us to look forward, as to what God is able to make out of our own wilderness.....

â€œAnd it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was near, for God said, (presumably to Himself) Lest peradventure the people repent when the
y see war, and they return to Egypt.â€• Exodus 13:17

Notice something here about the ways of the Lord. Actually there was a short route to the Promised Land, through the la
nd of the Philistines, but God did not send them the short way. He sent them the long, round-about way through the wild
erness. His reason was: If He would send them the short way; the Philistines would put up a military resistance. The peo
ple might turn back to Egypt being afraid to fight a war, so God took the precaution and led them a longer way through th
e wilderness. Now that shows us something, namely, that God does not always lead us in the shortest route, for our own
protection, for our own sake. God sometimes has to lead us to a destination the longer way because the shorter way wo
uld jeopardize us, would present dangers, which we might not be willing to face up to, or be able to face up to. So God, 
at times, takes the long route.

This is one reason why we may feel like saying, â€œHow long will this last? How long till the answer comes? How long t
ill the situation changes? How long till the fog clears?â€• Sometimes God has to take us the long way.

â€œAnd God led the people about through the way of the wilderness.â€• The people had not yet sinned through unbelie
f. This came later. But God led the people through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. Notice that there are times 
when God seeks to lead us into a new experience with Him, and the way does not lead by the way of a picnic. The way 
may lead through the wilderness. God sent them through the wilderness to get to the Promised Land.

So often, we want more of God, â€œLord, use me. Lord, give me more. Lord, make Yourself known to me.â€• And then 
we expect a great feast, a great time in God. Instead of this, we are led into the wilderness, and we wonder what happen
ed? when God is actually answering our prayers to do a new thing for us. To do it, He has to lead us through a wildernes
s to get us to our destination. The wilderness is where so often we lose the way....

There are times when the Lord desires to make a way for us in the wilderness, by doing a new thing. Do you ever ask th
e Lord to do a new thing? And the Lord begins to answer to do the new thing by leading us into situations that we had ne
ver anticipated, and would have never wished for.

Many years ago, I had prayed, â€œLord, I want a new thing.â€• I did not know what the new thing would be, but I wante
d something new from God. Then one day I was in a meeting when someone gave an utterance in tongues, and the inte
rpretation was, â€œYou have asked for a new thing. A new thing would I do for you, but it will call for suffering and humil
iation.â€• When I heard this, I drew back and it took many years before I started over again, asking for a new thing.

When our hearts go out after God, and we desire Him to do a new thing for us, it does not need to be defined. We shoul
d not be surprised if we get into situations that are baffling, confounding, that appear to be the very negation of His promi
ses, as all seems to be dark and cloudy, and hopeless and helpless.
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You say, â€œGod, what does this mean?â€• Here, I have prayed and asked the Lord, as my heart wants nothing but Hi
m. I want more of Him, and look what I am getting. This is the way of the wilderness to the Promised Land. We may thin
k that the Lord will send a stagecoach and carry us right in, but this is not His way. So, this is where we need to carefully
watch, so we do not get overthrown.

I do not know who of you is in the wilderness, but Wife and I sure are in one. It is beginning to clear, but what a time we 
have had.

â€œWhen we departed from Horeb, we went through all that great and terrible wilderness, which you saw by the way of 
the mountain of the Amorites, as the Lord our God commanded us.â€• Deuteronomy 1:19

God takes us through great, terrible wilderness experiences. Just the other day a lady called me fairly early in the morni
ng crying at the other end of the phone, â€œBrother Beuttler, what am I to do?â€• I felt sorry for the soul, but God is still 
God.

â€œWho led you through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, w
here there was no water; who brought you forth water out of the rock of flint. Who fed you in the wilderness with manna, 
which your fathers knew not, that He might humble you, and that He might prove you, to do you good at your latter end.â
€• Deuteronomy 8:15-16

I do not know who of you is in the wilderness, but I do know He â€œwho led you through that great and terrible wilderne
ss.â€• You know, we think God should lead us, through the garden of roses. That is what we think, but not necessarily. I
n fact, the roses come later. God makes the wilderness and the desert into a place of roses, but that comes after we are 
through it. He does not say he led them through the garden of roses, but through that great and terrible wilderness....

...â€œAnd drought.â€• Does it ever get dry for you? The more you pray, the dryer you get, and you wonder what on eart
h is the matter with you. You are dry! You get nothing out of reading the Bible, get nothing from the Lord, there is no son
g, nothing. What is the matter? God said, â€œWho led you through the great and terrible wilderness.â€• It is still in the d
esert where we need to believe in the leading of God, in spite of the facts.

I speak from experience. â€œWhere there was no water.â€• You seem to get nowhere, you get nothing. â€œWho broug
ht you forth water out of the rock of flint.â€• This is a hard spot where God performs a miracle for us.

â€œWho fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers knew not, that He might humble you.â€• How humilia
ting! â€œAnd that He might prove you, to do you good at your latter end.â€• I have said about this place, â€œGod alwa
ys has in view our latter end.â€• God works toward the end, toward eternity, toward our perfection there. What God does
allow or permits now is related to His objective for us throughout all eternity.

â€œFor the Lordâ€™s portion is His people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the
waste howling wilderness; He led him about, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye.â€• Deuteronomy 3
2:9-13

When fears and doubts and questions and wonderments assail us, we may ask, does God care? Is this God? Can that b
e? That is the howling of the wind in the wilderness. Then God found him in the wilderness. In Deuteronomy 8:2, it says, 
â€œThat He might prove you, that He might see what is in your heart.â€• The wilderness experience brings out of us wh
at is in us. God listens. â€œTo prove you, to see what is in your heart.â€• This is when our talk exposes what we are. W
hen we go through the wilderness with the howling winds of fears and doubts and questions, God is watching to see wh
at is in our heart.

â€œOut of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.â€• Out come the grumblings, murmurings, complaining, ques
tionings, all our doubts about God are exposed. One reason for the wilderness experience is for God to find out what is i
n us, and to make us see what is in us. â€œTo see what is in your heart.â€• What is in our heart will be expressed in wo
rds. The words disclose the reality or unreality of our faith and experience.

The wilderness becomes a testing ground as to what we really are, in God. You know what Job said, â€œThough He sla
y me, yet will I trust Him.â€• God has to listen to us say, â€œNow where is the Lord? How do you explain this, â€œif Go
d loves me why did he pass by me with no response?â€• He listens.
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Or whether we say, â€œI do not get it, but one thing I know, God is still God. I do not understand this, as it is baffling me
, but one thing I know, God is still God. I do not understand, but I am not going to question the integrity of God.â€• That i
s what God wants to hear, a demonstration of our confidence in Him in spite of what He does or does not do. The wilder
ness brings it into manifestation. â€œThat He might prove you, that He might see what is in your heart.â€• The wilderne
ss will bring it out.

â€œMoreover, brethren, I would not that you should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all p
assed through the sea, And were all baptized to Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual me
at; And did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them; and that Rock was C
hrist. But with many of them God was not well pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilderness.â€• I Corinthians 10:1
-5

We can go on in God, and then comes the wilderness where every thing seems to negate the love of God, the care of G
od, the existence of God, the power of God, the word of God. This is where the faith of many gets overthrown, â€œWhat
is the use? I might as well call it quits. I feel nothing, see nothing, get nothing, have nothing, I am nothing.â€• Then call it
quits.

We are to learn from these Israelites that God uses the wilderness as a school and as a way. He wants to turn that wilde
rness into a garden of roses, but that comes after the experience and not before.

â€œNeither let us tempt Christ, (that is to say provoke Him by unbelief) as some of them also tempted, and were destro
yed of serpents. Neither murmur you, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all the
se things happened to them for ensamples; and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world ar
e come. Wherefore let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.â€• I Corinthians 10:9-12

What is murmuring? Speaking complaining in an undertone. (Under his breath) â€œI donâ€™t know what is the matter 
with the Lord. Everything is going wrong. I cannot understand why God lets this happen. I do not know what to believe a
ny more.â€•

â€œWherefore let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.â€• We can go on seemingly very well in God and gro
w in God and cry out to God for more, â€œLord, I want more. I want all You have.â€• Well He has a lot of things and am
ong them is the wilderness. So God begins to act and lead us through the wilderness, and then we say, â€œThat is not 
what I meant. I was looking for the power.â€• Instead of that, â€œI have nothing. I looked for light and there is only dark
ness.â€• This is a part of the way.

The idea is to have confidence in the power of God, have confidence in the ways of the Lord in the wilderness. God is sti
ll leading and caring in our lives. â€œWho kept you in the wilderness, who kept you as the apple of his eye.â€•

â€œI will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, 
and the dry land springs of water. I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree;
I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together. That they may see, and know, and consider, a
nd understand together, that the hand of the Lord has done this, and the Holy One of Israel has created it.â€• Isaiah 41:
18-20

If God does not first lead us through the wilderness experience, and let us experience the howling of the winds of fears, 
doubts and perplexities, and experience the dryness and the desert of the place, and then give God the opportunity to c
hange it, how will we be able ever to see, to know, to consider and to understand that it is God who is able to perform by
His mighty power?

How can we know what it is to be led out of the wilderness if we do not know what it is to be led into it? How can we exp
ect to be led out of it if we are overthrown in the middle of it through unbelief? How can we expect it? In Isaiah 35:1-8 re
ading in portions:

â€œThe wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. I
t shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singingâ€¦ Strengthen you the weak hands, and confirm the fe
eble knees.â€•

But first comes the desert, then comes the rejoicing. First comes the desert experience and God will turn that into a plac
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e of roses. A rose garden comes after the wilderness and not before. How can we experience the power of God changin
g our wilderness in our course of life into a garden of roses, if we first do not permit Him to deal with us and lead us into 
and through the wilderness?

Now in the wilderness there is the groan, and the moan, and the sighing and what have you, but in time there will be joy,
there will be singing.

â€œStrengthen you the weak hands.â€• This is what I have been trying to do through this message. I do not know who i
t is for, but this is what the Lord gave me. Through this little informal chatting about the wilderness, God seeks to strengt
hen some weak hands and to confirm the weak knees.

â€œSay to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God w
ith a recompense; He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
be unstopped.â€• Isaiah 35:4-5

There is blindness that is not physical you know. In other words, those who cannot see anything in His word, those who 
do not hear anymore from God - seemingly, their eyes shall be opened. They will see again the revelation of the truth of 
Godâ€™s word. The ears will hear again from God. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened. Any blind reading this? 
You cannot see anything. You do not hear anything. Well, the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Hallelujah!

â€œThen shall the lame man leap as an hart.â€• â€œLord, I cannot carry on anymore. I just do not even want to try any
more. I think the devil has me down. I do not know what to do.â€• We can all sympathize, but sympathy will not do it. â€
œThen shall the lame man leap as an hart.â€• Hallelujah!

â€œAnd the tongue of the dumb sing.â€• â€œLord, no more sorrow in my heart.â€• The Father will restore their glory. â
€œFor in the wilderness shall waters break out.â€• In the wilderness! â€œAnd streams in the desert.â€• â€œAnd the pa
rched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water...And an highway shall be there, and a way, and 
it shall be called the way of holiness.â€•

These are just a few fragments of the â€œWay of the Lord in the Wilderness.â€• What shall we do with it? Just go on an
d still believe in God and know that God is the God who has the power to deliver us from our enemies, every one, and ta
ke us through the wilderness to see what is in us, to put steel into our faith. At the end of the experience, God will turn th
at wilderness into a garden of roses.

We will have a new thing, and we shall sing a new song, even the song of the â€œWay of the Lord in the Wilderness.â€
•

- Walter Beuttler

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=category&cid=953&page=1
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