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I love the law - it is my best friend and personal trainer., on: 2016/5/27 8:59
It does not seem that long ago when I was so blind and self-righteous. As long as we see ourselves living and doing the 
best that we can, we are under the law of "I've got to be a good person." Now we sure don't want to be evil, but hidden u
nder all this self-goodness is law, law, and more law. It seems so backwards, but the truth is, the more law, the more we 
sin. Because, the "Strength of sin is the law" (I Cor. 15:56).

The New Covenant has but one law. The Bible calls it the "Royal Law," the law of love: love God, love neighbor, and lov
e yourself. When all this responsibility to love unconditionally falls on us, our hearts sink; for we honestly must admit to f
ailure. We simply cannot love. Yet, why did we think we should try to be like Christ anyway? We would have to be God t
o love that way. That is the point! Only God Himself can selflessly love.

What we don't understand is that our human vessel hasn't the capacity to love unconditionally. We were created to cont
ain Mr. Love, Himself; but we were not created to produce it. Love is not a commodity to get, it's not a "how to" self-impr
ovement program or an earned achievement. LOVE is a Person. We humans contain, not produce. When we discover t
hat we are radically replaced by Christ, that "We don't live any longer, Christ lives in us," then we know we live by receivi
ng, and not by achieving.

Freedom means that we are free to, or free not to, because we are led by the Spirit of God. "For as many as are led by t
he Spirit are the sons of God" (Rom. 8:14); therefore, all the "I should's" and "I ought to's" of the law have no more claim 
on us. We are "dead to the law" in order that we can be married to another who raised us up from the dead, even our Lo
rd Jesus Christ (Rom. 7:4).

As long as you see yourself alive and separate from Christ, you will make a law out of most anything. That is why freedo
m only comes when you know you are "dead" and crucified with Christ and no longer live; then we know its  Christ living 
in us and manifesting Himself as us.

Romans 6 is a freed self. "Freed" - not "free," made free by identification by faith with His death. A freed self. It says so h
ere in verse 7. "He that is dead is freed from sin." We are freed selves in Christ's death and burial. But that's not the end 
of it. Oh, no, you come bang up against another problem in chapter 7. Now I'm a freed self, dead indeed unto sin, alive u
nto God in my Lord Jesus Christ. Now I get about it; now I serve the Lord. Shall I? Bang, I go down again in Romans 7, 
because Romans 7 says, "Do it then, try it out. Here you are; here are the standards. Serve Him, fulfill His law, try it out."
Bang, bang, bang, down you go again because we've to learn the second lesson which is our helplessness - OUR HELP
LESSNESS. And the heart of Romans 7 is verse 18, the last half, "for to will is present with me, but how to perform that 
which is good I find I haven't the power." So the lesson we have to learn next is this: Yes, you are a freed self, but thoug
h redeemed, still a helpless self. Romans 6 is a freed self. Romans 7 is a helpless self.

Now we are back in the garden of Eden. Now we are back in the very lesson which Adam failed to learn-his helplessnes
s. The very lesson that Israel failed to learn at Mt. Sinai, was their helplessness. Now we have to learn it all over again. 
The redeemed self cannot do it, the redeemed self is merely a container that can't do a thing, "in me, in my flesh dwellet
h no good thing." It's merely a container. It's a free container now. It's no longer a bound container, it's freed-free from si
n free from the world, but it's still only a container. And if you up and try to serve Jesus, down you come again. You can't
do it.

The law was my "PERSONAL TRAINER," TEACHING ME THAT I LIVE BY RECEIVING, NOT BY ACHIEVING.

Every time I tried to be good or avoid evil - bang! The law would shoot me and down I would go. I would do this and not 
do that - Bang!

I would make new promises - redouble my efforts - Bang!

This time I would get hold of "God's Power" and do it right. - Bang!

This time I will be better "FOR SURE"  - BANG!
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Bang - bang - bang - I was shot down thousands of times before I even started to learn my lesson OF COMPLETE HEL
PLESSNESS.

I could have never learned this so important lesson if the law did not shoot me. I now thank God for the law and all the b
ullet holes it put in me. Only the law could slay me of this self righteousness that I had. I had no idea that it even existed 
before the law shot me. It was the law the showed me that my "I" needed to replaced with Christ Himself.

Are you trying to add Jesus Christ to your life? Are you trying to apply His teachings to your life? This is NOT TRUE CH
RISTIANITY! You do not apply Him or His teachings to your life at all. You have died and you have His LIFE. He applies 
HIs Life to you and in you - it was an total exchange. You died - He lives. You no longer have a life - He is your LIFE!

Gal 2:20, "I am crucified with Christ: neverthless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in th
e flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."

Now look at this part, "yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." the "I" was replaced with the person of Christ. So the old you tha
t was servant and slave of sin was crucified and buried with Christ. When Christ arose from the dead - the new you was 
raised with HIM - with HIS LIFE.

Now the truth is that you are not separated from Christ. You just do not have Christ but Christ Himself is NOW you!!!! Yo
u have died and Christ Himself is your life. This was an exchange of lives - not a change. Your old life was taken away in
death and buried. Then Christ gave you His life in the place of your old life. Before you where just an container of sin an
d the devil's life - now you are a container of Christ's life. A container only contains the life of another it has NO life in it s
elf or any ability to apply anything to itself.

Here is the real truth - you are not separated from Christ - you are a container of HIS LIFE. Christ has united Himself to 
you - you are NOW one with HIM! CHRIST HIMSELF IS NOW THE REAL YOU! IT IS HIS LIFE expressing it self in your
body (container)

Here is the key "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me" YET NOT I - BUT CHRIST who is now me! So the old you that w
as servant and slave of sin was crucified and buried with Christ. When Christ arose from the dead - the new you was rai
sed with HIM - with HIS LIFE.

Christ has united Himself to you - you are NOW one with HIM! Yes He  UNITED Himself to you - you did NOT unite your
self to Him!

THERE IS NO SEPARATION between Him and you. CHRIST HIMSELF IS NOW THE REAL YOU! IT IS HIS LIFE expr
essing it self in your body (container)

Here is the key "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me" YET NOT I - BUT CHRIST who is now me!

So embrace the law and hug it till it kills you!

Re: I love the law - it is my best friend and personal trainer. - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/27 10:23
Ha! I really enjoyed this, especially the last line;)

I think this is what Luther and Wesley got ahold of and why they were quoted as saying things like "Preach 90% law and 
10% grace"...

I asked my pastor about this once early on in my walk and he explained that in order for grace to truly have its value, the
law has to finish its work in us first.... 

Once (and it took a while) I began to understand this, I really began to appreciate the likes of Finney, Ryle, Gurnall and o
ther "hard" preachers. Where once I saw them as a bit overzealous and mean spirited I realized they loved far deeper th
an I knew possible and really had a burden for the lost and would tirelessly give themselves to the cause. It has been a 
great blessing for me to humble myself and receive what they were serving:)
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The law, therefore, was the first form of Godâ€™s grace, on: 2016/5/27 10:46
The law, therefore, was the first form of Godâ€™s grace, because it imposed an impossibility on man - that the selfish o
ne should be selfless - and gave him the chance of discovering his truly lost condition.

Re: The law, therefore, was the first form of Godâ€™s grace, on: 2016/5/27 11:37
Brethren respectfully I find this title troubling.  At the risk of sounding heretical. I do not agree with the Puritan/Calvinistic 
idea that the law must be preached to plow up the heart to bring one to Christ. 

Consider the words of 
Jesus in John 16:8-10 

... And He (the Holy Spirit), when He comes, will convict the world  concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; con
cerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and You no lo
nger see Me; and concerning judgement, because the ruler of this world has been judged...

Jesus is inferring that since we are under the New Covenant and the Holy Spirit is the dynamic of the New Covenant. It 
will be the Holy Spirit that will convict one of their sins.

If we want to see how God deals with sin.  Then let us not go to the Mosaic law on Sinai. Let us not preach the law of M
oses. But let us preach the cross.  Indeed Paul opens up the first chapter of Corinthians by saying he preach nothing but
Christ crucified. He preached nothing but the cross. For here we see how God deals with sin. 

I have recently been meditating on the hymn,  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted.  I think these words by Thomas Kelly illust
rate far more eloquently what I'm trying to convey.

"Ye who think of sin but lightly,
Nor suppose the evil great,
Here maybe it's nature rightly,
Here is guilt make estimate.
Mark the Sacrifice appointed,
See who bears the awful load,
Tis the Word the Lord's anointed,
Son of Man and Son of God.

Brethren point a sinner to the cross for both conviction of sin and for salvation in Christ.

Simply my thoughts.

 

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 12:06
Normally I shy away from confessions of faith. But I found these two articles from the first London Baptist confession of 1
646 to be right on.  For they depict a New Covenant emphasis on the preaching of the Gospel.

Artcle XXIV or 24

Faith is actively begotten by the preaching of the Gospel, of the word of Christ, without respect to any power or agency i
n the creative, but being wholly passive and dead in trespasses and sins, doth believe and is converted by no less powe
r than that which Christ raised from the dead.

Article XXV or 25

The preaching of the gospel by the conversion of sinners, is absolutely free; no way requiring as absolutely necessary, a
ny qualification, preparations, or terrors of the law, or preceeding ministry of the law, but only alone and the naked soul, 
a sinner and ungodly, to receive Christ crucified, dead and buried, and risen again, who is made a Prince and a Saviour,
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for such sinners as through the gospel shall be brought to believe on Him.

Working through the quaint 17th century language. Tis sufficient to preach Christ crucified and Him alone for the convers
ion of sinners.  One need not preach the law. But only preach Jesus.

Simply my thoughts.

I had not known sin, but by the law, on: 2016/5/27 12:34
What about these?

Rom. 7:7, "What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not kn
own lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet."

Gal. 3:24, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."

Re: I had not known sin, but by the law, on: 2016/5/27 12:42
check this out if you missed it.

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=57034&forum=35

Re: I had not known sin, but by the law - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/27 12:49
another good post by tuc.

--

Read Romans 1-8

Paul spends the first two chapters proving without argument that all are under sin. 
 Much of Jesus teaching was spent proving all are under sin.

The Ray Comfort style of using the Law to prove all are under sin is very affective.

The issues arises when we confuse the law with the Gospel and people start believing that the Gospel is surrender to th
e law.

Re: I had not known sin, but by the law, on: 2016/5/27 12:53
Tuk in the scriptures you quoted I believe Paul is speaking more from his experiences as a Jew who was under the law. 
The law was given to the Jews only. It had no reference to the Gentiles.

In reading through Acts one will see that Paul will use the Old Testament in dealing with Jews. The Jews would know th
e Old Testament promises would point to a Messiah. Thus it would make sense that Paul would reference Moses and th
e prophets to preach Jesus.

But Paul would take a different approach with the Gentiles. We see this as Paul was preaching to the Greeks in Athens. 
In this case Paul took something the Athenians knew which was the phrase to an unknown God. And launch a sermon p
ointing to Jesus. Other times he would do miracles which would autheticate his gospel message.  This happened when 
Paul confronted the Jewish false prophet bar Jesus in front of the Roman proconsul. In this case the proconsul was ama
zed at the power or the teaching of Jesus. And this resulted in his conversion.

It is interesting that many Muslims are coming to Jesus Through dreams and Visions without the preaching of the law. Al
l I'm saying brother is that under the New Covenant we don't need to preach Moses. But we preach Jesus and the Spirit 
draws them.

Granted there are those preachers who preach the Ten Commandments as a means to plow up the heart.  Open a sinn
er up to the terrors of hell Then these preachers will present Christ to them. Tell the sinner they are saved by grace. And
then point them back to the law as a means of obedience. Then these poor souls are certainly condemned to a Romans 
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7 experience. At least this was my experience when I was involved with Calvinism. Particularly among the Presbyterians
 and Reformed Baptists.

Eventually God did deliver me through His grace and pointed me in the direction of the cross and the New Covenant. Als
o the Lord showed me that my heart was governed by the Holy Spirit and not by Moses. In other words it is Jesus who d
wells in my heart and not Moses.

Simply my thoughts brother.

Re:  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/27 13:08
Those whom already know that they are under sin, the Law has already done it's work.  

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/27 13:13
Brother Blaine,

I had felt much the same as you so I can def relate!

I took my wife to an SI conference for her birthday a few years back (2013) and brother Keith Daniels preached a sermo
n that was quite convincing!

I believe Greg could provide the title if you asked, sorry I do not remember its title. One of the quotes was "preachers,...p
reach the law or get out of the pulpit!"

If you feel so inclined, it might serve to illustrate what's being talked about here...
It greatly blessed me:)

Re: Two Accounts From Acts , on: 2016/5/27 13:53
Brothers if anyone knew the law it was certainly the Apostle Paul.  And he certainly knew what the law can do to a sinner
given his experiences of Romans 7. However to the best of the apostolic record that is found in Acts, there is no indicati
on that Paul ever preached the law to the Gentiles.  At least a preaching the law to drive them and Christ.

Two accounts I reference. The first one is found in Acts 13 regarding Sergius Paulus.  When Paul had the encounter wit
h Elymias the Jewish false prophet.  Paul rebuked Elymias and told him he would be blind for a time. Paul did this becau
se Elymias was perverting the gospel that Paul was seeking to share with Sergius Paulus.  Acts 13:12 says,

... Then the proconsul believed when he saw what had happened being amazed at the teaching of the Lord...

As far as we glean from the text there was no preaching of the Ten Commandments. But certainly a demonstration of th
e power of God. Such a demonstration that resulted in Sergious Paulius becoming a believer in Jesus.

The second account I references is found in Acts 16.  An account we all are familiar with. In this case Paul and Silas had
been imprisoned in Phillipi. At midnight when they were singing hymns of praise to God a powerful earthquake occurred.
All the doors of the prison were opened.  The Philippian Jailer thinking the prisoners had escaped was preparing to com
mit hari-kari. Paul stayed his hand by reassuring the jailor all the prisoners were there.  Consider the following verses ou
t of Acts 16:30-31 

... "Sirs what must I do to be saved?" They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your househ
old."
...

The law did not need to be preached. A demonstration of the earthquake power of God was enough to turn the Philippia
n Jailer and his family to Christ.

I reference the above two accounts out of Acts where Paul preached Christ crucified as a result of the power of God bei
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ng demonstrated.  As far as I can see no law preaching was involved in the above two accounts.

Simply my thoughts.

Re:  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/27 14:18
Acts 24:25 

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way fo
r this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/27 14:29
Brother Blaine,

It took a min but I found it :)) on YouTube posted by SI 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWS-FBoN35E

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 14:55
From the other thread..........

"Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That 
as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lo
rd.
(Rom 5:20-21)

The law actually increases our sin, our culpability. It stands as a testimony to our utter sinfulness and hopelessness and 
then only serves to highlight the beauty and the magnificence of the one who delivers us from its curse without any merit
at all and birthed in sheer love!!.......bro Frank"

The law could never be considered as any kind of grace, they stand opposed to one another, one has to give way for the
other to rule. Grace is unmerited favor, there is nothing unmerited about the law, the law requires from us what we cann
ot give. Grace gives us what we could not do by ourselves, polar opposites...........bro Frank

Re: the law requires from us what we cannot give., on: 2016/5/27 15:49
I agree Frank that the law requires from us what we cannot give. That is the whole point. My problem was that I thought I
could do it independently until the law proved me wrong.

"I could have never learned this so important lesson if the law did not shoot me. I now thank God for the law and all the b
ullet holes it put in me. Only the law could slay me of this self righteousness that I had. I had no idea that it even existed 
before the law shot me. It was the law the showed me that my "I" needed to replaced with Christ Himself."

Now this was a form of God's love to me because I would have never seen my NOTHINGNESS without the law. So God
used the law to shot me "FOR MY OWN GOOD". I did need it.
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Re: , on: 2016/5/27 16:23
Tuc Jesus said the same thing in John 15. For He said apart from Me you can do nothing.  There was no reference to th
e law.

My thoughts bro.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 16:27
Granted PP.  But there was no indication that Paul was preaching Law to Felix.  More likely he was preaching Jesus and
the cross to Fekix.  And telling him that Jesus would return and judge the world. This is what Paul told the Athenians in A
cts 17. In that sermon there was no reference to law.

Again my thoughts.

Re: For He said apart from Me you can do nothing. , on: 2016/5/27 16:28
Yes I agree. All I am saying that I needed the law to show me that. Maybe you did not need the law but I thank God that 
He let the law shoot me.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 16:29
Fketch thanks for posting the link bro. I will try to listen to it tonight since I don't have to moderate a prayer call.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 16:35
Tuc I'm surprised the law only shot you. Frankly bro I'm surprised you weren't nuked and incinerated in the process.  Sor
ry bro being facetious.

I hope somewhere along the way you found yourself to Jesus brother and came to the cross.  Brother if I were you I wou
ld consider Jesus to be more of a friend to you than the law.

Brother may I ask gently. Are your eyes focused on Jesus. Or are your eyes focused on Sinai. Brother I would encourag
e you to stay your focus on Jesus and Jesus alone.

My thoughts bro. But I am disturbed by your post. Not for myself. But I am concerned for your well-being. Brother I exhor
t you. Put your Hope on Jesus. I say again put your hope in Jesus. Stay your eyes on Jesus.  Brother be Jesus centered
. Not law centered.  

Again brother. Put your hope and your eyes on Jesus.

Brother Blaine

Re: The law killed me., on: 2016/5/27 17:21
Yes all my hope is in Jesus and none in myself as the result of the law killing me. My eyes are on Jesus and I am not un
der the law. Christ is my Life!

I am an active participant in the new covenant. I see no reason for anyone to be concerned about me being thankful to 
God for using the law to kill me.
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Re: , on: 2016/5/27 17:49
Brother Blaine

You used the term Bro or brother 10 times in about 14 sentences.
Thats a mighty large percentage of brothering. brother.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 18:09
To be fair ,we hear the ,it's all about Christ and Christs words ,which is true ,we are not under the law ,,which is true ,but 
Jesus him self preached the law to convict ,he did not  just preach the kingdom and to have faith ,,it was a combination ,,
,so did Paul  if you go through his leters you see him still using the commandments , I recal him or Peter using the comm
andment to ohoner your parents ,,,,,,,

The balance is needed ....

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 18:12
Blain that is uncalled for ,,,calling someone like tuc ,who is a spiritual man ,in to question ,about his own right standing wi
th God ,his salvation ,,

Just because his theoligy ,study of God disagrees ,with your theoligy ,,
. 
Ridiculous....

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 18:25
HI Tuc, I understand where you are coming from but just believe you are stretching it too far to call the law grace. We bo
th know that a man is saved by grace through faith and not of works lest any man should boast. Now we could easily rep
lace the word works for law there. Paul in Romans 7 came to the conclusion that he was a wretched man under the law, 
could one argue that his wretchedness was a form of grace because it led him to grace? I dont think so. Grace is so fun
damentally opposed to the law that in my opinion it would just never make any sense to compare it to it in any way. Plus,
it carries real danger to confuse in any way the law with grace as noted by Paul in Galatians. Grace flows from God alon
e and it is entirely his. Our reaction to the law is ours, our wretchedness is ours, they are at best, sign posts, pointers to
wards grace that is His and His alone.........bro Frank

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 18:28
Brothers consider Paul's words out of 1st Corinthians 2:1-4,

... And when I came to you brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testi
mony about God.  For I determined to know nothing among you accept Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdo
m, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power...

In the above passage Paul was preaching Christ and Him crucified. In the above passage Paul is preaching the cross. H
is message was not law.  But his message what is in the power of the Holy Spirit.  This is why Paul says that the faith of 
the Corinthians would not rest on the wisdom of men but on the power of God.

Consider again what Paul says in Romans 15:18-19,

...For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedienc
e of the Gentiles by word and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit so that from Jerusalem
and round about as far as illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ..

Again Paul is preaching in the power of the Spirit to the Gentiles to see them come to Christ.  His message is confirmed 
and authenticated by signs and wonders.  Paul is doing what Jesus said in John 16 when He testified that it is the Spirit t
hat convicts of sin judgment and righteousness.  This is New Covenant preaching that brings people to Christ.  This is n
ot the preaching of law. But this is the preaching of the Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Muslims are coming to Christ through dreams and visions. Muslims will not be drawn to Christ throigh the preaching of t
he Ten Commandments. But they will be drawn to Christ buy a vision of Jesus. Again this is New Covenant preaching.

Again simply my thoughts.

Re: Re, on: 2016/5/27 18:33
Gary anybody who calls the law a friend I have a concern for.  I was not calling into question Tuc's salvation.  But I was 
exhorted him to keep his eyes on Jesus and not law.

I have seen too many good people destroyed by law preaching.  These people would start out in the joy of the Holy Spiri
t. Only to be brought under the preaching of law. Onky to have their Joy taken away.  

The law is no friend to the believer. If anything the law is the enemy to the believer. And certainly the law will rob one of t
heir Joy of Christ.

Again my thoughts.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 18:34
Just preaching the cross and repentance ,will many times require an explanation, of what repentance  is and what sin is 
,,,,the bible clearly says the sin is transgressing the law of God , now many people will need to understand that they are t
ransgressors  of the law ,by showing the many places they broke the law ,,,,only concence sinners need a savour ,, tellin
g aperson to repent and believe can have no effect ,if a person does not know what repent and sin means to them in a p
ersonal way ..

The cross its self means nothing ,with out the gravity of sin , it is just a romantic  historical story ,that many many people 
know about ,and it lacks power for them ,because they are righteous in there own eyes ,.

The whole gospel hinges on the facts of the sinfulness of man with the perfection of Christ ,that in most cases needs to 
be expounded clearly , to sinners and saints , for the new birth and sangtfication...

True faith is the desperate thrust of a helpless soul ,upon the arms of an almighty saviour ......

The  law kills ,but the spirit gives life

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 18:39
But frank bare in mind ,the bible says every good gift comes down from the father of life ,,the law was a gift it came dow
n from the father ,it had it pourpus,, and in that scence  it is a gracious gift ,,,,all gifts from God come from his grace ,his 
underserved kindness .....

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 18:47
Gary I respectfully but strongly disagree with your post. The cross is where we see where God deals with sin.  Consider 
the testimony of John the Baptist in John 1:29,

... Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world...

Also consider 2nd Corinthians 5:21

... He made Him who knew no sin to be sin in our behalf so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him...
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The hymn writer Thomas Kelly captures the sacrifice of Christ in these words,

Ye who think of sin but lightly,
Nor suppose to be evil great.
Here may view its nature rightly 
Here it's guilt may estimate.
Mark the sacrifice appointed,
See who bears the awful load.
Tis the word, the Lord's anointed 
Son of Man and Son of God.

We don't need to preach the law to drive men to Christ. The Holy Spirit and His convicting ministry is quite capable of dr
awing men to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Again my thoughts.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 18:54
The law is good if it is used lawfully  Paul said it ,blain you or I can change the fact that the law may have been used in a
n unlawful manner by pastors. The old baby bath water comes to mind ...

Blain the letter to Corinth , paul is saying it didn't come with wisdom from men , but preached the gospel ,, he preached 
Christs words and Christ and the cross and repentance ,and baring fruits worthy of repentance ,, now to say that that did
n't include explaing what sin is and how that it  transgression of the law ,is to deni Paul's own teachings,and places that 
says sin was transgression of the law ,

Paul wasn't one to not go into depth  about these things , that is obvious when we read all his blessed letters 

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 19:02
In March 15:39 we read the account of the Roman Centurion,

When the centaurian, who was standing right in front of Him saw the way he breathed this last, he said, "Truly this man 
was the son of God."...

Here we see a Roman Centurion looking at Christ on the cross and acknowledging that He is the son of God. Again ther
e was no law preaching.  But be holding the Lamb of God that was taking away the sin of the world.

Consider also Luke 23:39-43.  The account is familiar to us all. It is the account where the thief on the cross rebukes the 
other thief for reviling Jesus.  The thief realizes his sinfulness by seeing Jesus dying on the cross. He says Jesus Reme
mber me when you come into your kingdom. Jesus tells him today you will be with me in Paradise.

Here we see two examples where to men were brought to faith in Jesus Christ by beholding the Lamb of God being slai
n on the cross.

Again my thoughts.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 19:04
Whaaaa !!,

Take John the Baptist ,,he was under thelaw and preached a message of repentance , even pointed out particular sins ,
and got his head cut off for his trouble ...

And just said to his chosen deciples ,look the lamb of god ,,,pointed out the fact that Christ was standing over yonder ,,,

He never preached the cross or faith ,,,,that's a bad example respectfully ly brother ...
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Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 19:16
No law preaching ,the centurion  would have herd some of Jesus preaching previously,  and we know Jesus preached th
e law ,to convict sinners .

That centurion like every one else new Jesus and the words he spoke to the crowds , and the same goes for the thief , h
e probably and to sit through some heavy law preaching , in the cell with Jesus .

He can only a assume he did or didn't .

The thief would have like all the common people herd John the Baptist preach under the law ,repentance from sin .

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 19:50
I agree with OP completely, when we want to do all the godly works we realize that we can not. The Holy Spirit convicts 
us about that truth. We hunger and thirst for righteousness but until we come to the end of ourselves we can not have it. 
(There is a righteousness(1) that are righteous works and there is a righteousness(2) that we receive when we first belie
ve in Jesus. I am talking about number (1)). When we come to the end of ourselves we die and surrender. That's when 
God can work in us. This happens several times after we become Christians until we learn how to walk with God, and st
ay in a surrendered state. (Usually done by daily seeking Him in the morning) Or in other words the death happens daily.
Where does the "law" come in? When the Holy Spirit convicts us about a sin he uses the law (the law is simply a mean t
o know what's right and wrong). In that sense the law is the truth that the Holy Spirit will lead us to. We also know that th
e law is fulfilled by Jesus. Therefore we are lead to Jesus.

tuc, Is that what you meant?

If I understood well Keith Daniel explains the same thing in this sermon about the Sermon on the Mount:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGp_p8vScYo

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 20:11
Gary my example stands. John the Baptist got a revelation of the Holy Dpirit that Jesus would be the Lamb to take away
the sin of the world. Jesus said if I be lifted up I will draw all men to myself. Hebrews 1 says that in these last days God h
as spoken to us by His Son.  Jesus is the final and full revelation of God. We preach Jesus. We do not preach Moses. W
e preach Jesus to draw sinners to Himself.  The Holy Dpirit is quite capable of bringing sinners to Christ as a sacrifice to 
take away sin. The Holy Spirit does not need the preaching of law to bring Sinners to repentance.

Again my thoughts.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 20:32
Brothers and sisters please consider 2nd Corinthians 3.  The whole chapter speaks of the passing away of the old Cove
nant. The whole chapter speaks of our being under the New Covenant.

Please consider 2nd Corinthians 3:5-6,

...Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 
who has made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit, for the letter kills, but the Sp
irit gives life...

Paul is describing himself as a servant of the New Covenant. Paul is describing himself as a servant of the Holy Spirit. T
he law is old Covenant given to Israel. Paul does not use the law to preach to Gentiles to bring them to Christ. But he op
erates in the power of the Holy Spirit. This is because Paul sees himself as being under the New Covenant, being under 
the dynamic of the Holy Spirit.

Again please consider 2nd Corinthians 3:7-11,

... But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look int
ently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be ev
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en more with glory?  For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness aboun
d in glory.  For indeed what has glory, in this case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. For if that which fa
des away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory...

Bottom line the glory of the Old Covenant has passed away. We are under the glory of the New Covenant. We are gover
ned by the Holy Spirit. Not by Moses.

Paul described himself as a servant of the New Covenant.  He preached in the power of the Holy Spirit to draw men to C
hrist. He preached Christ crucified. Paul did not preach the law to the Gentiles to draw them to Christ. To Paul the law w
as old Covenant which had passed away.

The effects of preaching law will have these consequences in 2nd Corinthians 3:15-16,

... But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away...

Again better to preach Christ than law.

And again the last two verses of 2nd Corinthians 3 should be of great encouragement for those under the New Covenan
t,

...Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 
the Spirit...

Brothers and sisters the law of Moses cannot transform us into the image of Christ. It is only the holy spirit that can do th
at.

Again simply my thoughts.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 21:12
Psalms 1
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful.
2
But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
3
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/5/27 22:11
I fought the law and the law won. 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 22:36
Gee,,,,,

No one here is saying we are under the old Covenent blain,,,,your building a straw man ....

 How about take it up with the apostal Paul who you often time quote,and tell him not to teach or exorht from the old Cov
enent law.
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Here Paul quotes strait from dutaronamy......

1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2â€œHonor your father and motherâ€• (which is the first comm
andment with a promise), 3â€œthat it may go well with you and that you may be long-lived on the earth.

Let's question Paul's salvation ,and lack of understanding the Covenent o grace ......

Argument over ......

Blessings to you brother 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/27 22:37
The law 

Deuteronomy 5:16
'Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days may be prolonged and 
that it may go well with you on the land which the LORD your God gives you.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 23:10
Gary of course Paul quoted Old Testament law.  But it was in a New Testament context to obey Christ.  Consider these 
verses out of Romans 13:8-9,

... Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another, for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, YOU 
SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTRY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET, 
and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGBOR AS YOUR
SELF.

Paul is quoting Old Testament law. But the Old Testament law is summed up under the New Covenant law. That is you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Indeed James 2:8 calls this the royal law.  It is called such because it is the law of 
Christ.

Again simply my thoughts.

Re: , on: 2016/5/27 23:52
Hebrews 10:16
This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds will I write them;

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/28 0:09
Exactly  blain ,theirs no difference in what I am saying ,we are not under the law but under grace ,but there is still a plac
e for the moral law of god and that why Paul quoted it why tuc quoted it ,and way we can quote it ...
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Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/28 0:16
What are the laws he writes on our hearts ,,Paul was adement to remind the children  to honer their parents  ,,maybe tha
t was one of the laws .

He did not just remind them or any of the church to just love God and love you neibours,,,  his leters are packed with oth
er dont's and  Do's

 - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/28 0:58
This is was the point that I took from tucs post :

CONVINCED AND CONVICTED by David Wilkerson 
We are not saved by the law but we are convinced and convicted of our sin by the law. "For by the law is the knowledge
of sin" (Romans 3:20).
The law was sent "that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God" (Romans 3:19).
"The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith" (Galatians 3:24).
"The law is holy... and just, and good. Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it
might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceedingly
sinful" (Romans 7:12-13).
Paul was saying, "I couldn't really confess my sins until I knew they were sins. I couldn't seek after the holiness of God
until I saw how far from Him I was. The law hit home to me, destroying my nonchalance about sin. When I saw God's
holiness by His commandments, sin became utterly sinful to me."
That is the conviction that drives you straight to the arms of Christ, crying, "Mercy, Lord! I can't save myself, I can't fulfill
Your law. I've seen the sin of my heart!"
Faith has been defined as "the flight of a convicted, repentant sinner unto the mercy of God in Christ Jesus." Only the
person who has been convicted of his sins by the law of God will "flee to Christ" for refuge.
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood and offered the crowds the gospel of God's grace. But first he put them under the
blazing light of the law. He pointed his finger and said, "Ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain " (
Acts 2:23). The people were pricked in their hearts, so utterly convicted by the Word of God they cried out, "What shall w
e do?" (verse 37).
Adam was given the gospel of graceÃ‚â€”after his "eyes were opened" (see Genesis 3:7). It was only after he had seen 
hi
s pitiful condition and the consequences of his sin that God brought to him the message of mercy and hope!
from: http://www.worldchallenge.org/view/devotions

https://img.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic_pdf.php?topic_id=48493&forum=45

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 8:23
Todd

That's good, kinda dates us though.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 8:38
Many probably don't know who sing that song. :-)

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/28 9:13
;)))))

Brother Todd,

Yet again your sense of humor makes me ðŸ˜‚!!!
Thank you for that timely break from the action~
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Re: I love the law - it is my best friend and personal trainer., on: 2016/5/28 9:25
Edited:
Tuc, I loved much about this article but find the title troubling. It gives the impression that the law is our best friend and h
elper. It is nothing of the sort, it is our enemy and condemner. We often quote Gal 2:20 but forget vs 19 which explains t
hat It is NOT the law that kills me but rather it is the law that I die to.
"For when I tried to keep the law, it condemned me. So I died to the lawâ€”I stopped trying to meet all its requirementsâ€
”so that I might live for God. My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. S
o I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (â€Galatiansâ€¬ â€2â
€¬:â€19-20â€¬ NLT)

My take away from your article is "the overcoming life" and on this subject of dying to the Law and being Married to Chris
t, you will find no better teacher than Zac Poonen. I urge you to add to your understanding by learning from brother Zac 
on this subject. I will try to find a link to his sermon on this.

We preach the Kingdom of God, not the law - posted by narrowpath, on: 2016/5/28 10:39
We do not preach the law to the Gentiles but "the Kingdom of God is near" - Therefore all men should repent.

The Law was the taskmaster until Christ appeared. If you still preach the law, you make Christ void.
He fulfilled the law and took its sting that nailed him to the cross.

We proclaim the rule of Christ. You either repent and make him your Lord or rebel and be condemned. Conviction does 
not come by the law, but by the Holy Spirit.

The law just sets the contrast to make sin exceedingly sinful. It is more a means of preaching to the Jew. It is also useful
to preach to the religious churchgoer who is not yet born again but keep an outward form of righteousness. This was ap
plied mostly during the great awakenings. They were in a sense comparable to law-abiding Jews.

The ultimate sin of mankind is not breaking the comandments but unbelieve. Unbelieve leads to breaking the command
ments.

John 16:8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, beca
use they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment,
because the ruler of this world is judged.

Preaching the Kingdom of God leads to Conviction of Unbelief which is the archetype of sin and Unrighteousness. This l
eads  to Repentance which is your preparation to receive Grace by Faith
Sonship is what you attain when you are born by the Spirit.

Re: We preach the Kingdom of God, not the law, on: 2016/5/28 12:20
Narrowpath writes.........

"We do not preach the law to the Gentiles but "the Kingdom of God is near" - Therefore all men should repent. The Law 
was the taskmaster until Christ appeared. If you still preach the law, you make Christ void. He fulfilled the law and took it
s sting that nailed him to the cross.We proclaim the rule of Christ. You either repent and make him your Lord or rebel an
d be condemned. Conviction does not come by the law, but by the Holy Spirit."

There you have it, well said brother.........bro Frank
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Re: , on: 2016/5/28 12:27
What I have been trying to say through half-a-dozen posts Narrowpath has said and one short post. Very well said broth
er.  As brother Frank said there you have it.  It is Christ and Christ Alone.

Simply my thoughts.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 13:00
I don't really think the OP was about "preaching" per se, but rather "living" under the Law vs under Christ. 

As believers we already understand that we are not justified by the works of the Law but by faith in Christ. The problem t
hen becomes how do we go on and live our lives? Do we see ourselves "married" to the Law still or "married" to Christ? 
Are we always trying to please the Law or have we given up on that impossible endeavor and now live to please the Lor
d who loves us and extends His power/grace and mercy towards us?  

This is something the Law could never do. Brother Zac explains this so powerfully.

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid=4269&commentView=itemComments

Re: We preach the Kingdom of God, not the law - posted by yuehan, on: 2016/5/28 13:08
Narrowpath,

I love what you wrote. Just seeking clarification on a few points: (others are free to chip in too)

1. Can you point to verses which underline these statements which you have written? (i) "We do not preach the law to th
e Gentiles but "the Kingdom of God is near""; (ii) "(The law) is more a means of preaching to the Jew".

2. How would you define repentance? 

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 13:18
Yuehan

In Acts 28:30-31,

And he stayed too full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom 
of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openess, unhindered.

Also in Acts 20:22 Paul tells the Eph. elders that he solemnly testified to them of repentence toward God and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  I would define repentence as turning toward God away from sin and trusting in Christ.

Anyway just some quick insights.

Simply my thoughts.:)

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 13:33
I never knew anything about God's law before I came to Christ and it was not His law that brought me to Him. I was seek
ing to know if there was a God and He revealed Himself to me one evening and showed me He died for me. No sin invol
ved.

It was no issue to me and I thought that I was no worse than anyone else.

Later however, I found out what He required of me via the commandments in the NT but found that my old man was not 
dead.
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So the commanments convicted me and led me to Christ where He delivered me from the old man and I was able to wal
k in victory over sin the world and the devil. 

So His law was a friend indeed.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 13:48
Awakened said:
"As believers we already understand that we are not justified by the works of the Law but by faith in Christ. The problem 
then becomes how do we go on and live our lives?"

I think what the OP describes is how we learn to walk with the Lord.
As Christians we want to please God desperately, because we love him.
But if we are not completely surrendered to him we do not even recognize that in our great effort to please him we actual
ly serve ourselves. God can only use us if we are completely surrendered. 
How can we get to a place of complete surrender?
By wanting to do good things (law).
1. Hard way: (for beginners) In our great zeal to please him somehow we loose our sight of Jesus and try to do good thin
gs (law) on our own. We fail and surrender. Now our actions are based on faith in Jesus.
2. Easy way: Offering our bodies as living sacrifice to Him daily. Our self will is dealt with in prayer, and we saved oursel
ves from some failures. We do the good things (law) effortlessly since we trust in Jesus.

In both cases God's universal (not old testament) law inspired us to do good things and lead us to Jesus.

 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: , on: 2016/5/28 15:02
Psa 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simpl
e.
Psa 19:8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening th
e eyes.
Psa 19:9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether
.
Psa 19:10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycom
b.

Re:  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: , on: 2016/5/28 15:58
When Peter saw Moses and Elijah during the transfiguration of Christ he wanted to construct three alters, in a sense ele
vating the law and the prophets to the same level as Christ. But God set him straight...and God spoke from the heavens,
"â€œThis is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!â€•

What God was showing them and now us is that we are not to follow the letter of the law any longer as the writers under 
the old covenant urged us...we are to listen to and follow Christ. The purpose of the "letter" is to lead us to Christ. It is no
t an end in itself. It is to lead us in a closer walk with Christ, not to merely give us understanding about scripture and doct
rines. Sometimes I get the impression that the "letter" is the only thing that many Christians understand. But the purpose
of the "letter" is to lead us or rather "produce" within us the life of Christ.

Re:  - posted by narrowpath, on: 2016/5/28 16:04
Hi Yuehan (ç´„ç¿° ?)

1) Just take an online bible KJV or NKJV, search for "Kingdom" or "preach kingdom", go to New Testament and you get l
oads of bible references.

2) To put it in simple terms, this is how I would explain repentance: You hear the word of God and the Holy Spirit convict
s you of sin by working on your awakened conscience. You confess your wrongdoings, sins, omissions to God. In some 
cases you you will be led to go to those who you wronged, return things, etc. 
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In the end you will gain assurance by the same Holy Spirit that your sins are forgiven.

Hope this helps.

Re:  - posted by narrowpath, on: 2016/5/28 16:16
Hi Brenda

Gal 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, â€œCursed is
everyone who hangs on a treeâ€•).

The law is right and good, but it brings a curse. 
If the law brings a curse, how can it be your friend? Even if you want to be its friend, it always sees you as its enemy:

Eph 2:14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Hi
mself one new man from the two, thus making peace...

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 16:31
Hi narrow path

The curse is that it condemns when we try to keep it in our uncrucified flesh because it must be kept perfectly, and witho
ut that condemnation, l would not have known that there was a better way that is to say, the way of the Spirit as the life a
nd power to obey.

How can it be an enemy when it takes us to Christ?

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 16:46
Galatians 5:18

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentlemen, self control; against s
uch things there is no law.

Are we not under the law because we are being led by the Spirit to manifest His fruit in our lives?

Was wondering?

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 16:55
You cannot be led by the Spirit and under the law at the same time. It has to be one or the other: the law of sin and deat
h or the law of life typified by the two trees in Eden.

Re:  - posted by narrowpath, on: 2016/5/28 17:03
The law is like a fierce rottweiler, ready to strike me at any time, it drives me into the safety of Christs arms because I ca
nnot face that foe alone.

As I walk with Christ in the Spirit under grace, that law cannot not strike me anymore. Only Christ the master can tame t
hat rottweiler. As I walk with Christ that rottweiler trotts alongside him an obeys him at every turn. If I would leave Christ 
alone for a moment and try to walk with that rottweiler, it would strike me immediately.
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Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:17
Thank you Brenda. I'm now seeing it is a choice. Either we are under the law or under the spirit.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:18
"The law is like a fierce rottweiler..."

Good stuff Narrowpath. Instead of a dog, I picture a cruel slave master who is subservient to Christ. As you stated, when
I am led by Christ (under grace), the slave driver backs off and leaves me alone. But when I leave Christ, the Law takes 
over again and condemns me. The law is not my friend, he is a cruel task master who, although he wants me to do good
, when I invariably fail, he punishes and condemns me. Christ on the other hand strengthens and encourages me if I fail.
Jesus gives grace, while the law brings condemnation. One is my Friend, the other is not:-)

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:20
Narrowpath very good analogy.  If the Rottweiler be the flesh that is next to us.. Then staying close to Christ we tame th
e flesh by the power of the Spirit.  If we try to tame it ourselves. The flesh shall overcome us.

Again very good analogy. As Brenda says it's a choice. The choice is stay close to Christ to tame the Rottweiler.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:21
Okay. I was looking at the Rottweiler as the Flash. But I think the analogy is still valid. Since the flesh is energized by the
law.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:22
Nobody believes here that we are under the law. 
In the OT the law was written in a book (scroll). Most people obeyed the letter of the law.
In the NT the law is Christ, it is written in our heart, we obey it/him by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The law is not abolished, it shows us what God wants us to do. 

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:31
I still say that the law is my friend. I in myself, am so corrupt that l am always at the point of trusting in myself rather than
Christ, and the mad dog keeps me on the straight and narrow path because l choose life and fellowship with Christ.

If l slip l am back under the law and l die, spiritually that is. Only those who walk by the Spirit can stay away from the ma
d dog.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:33
The law is the enemy of the flesh. It kills it. As soon as the flesh is dead the spirit can lead us. Therefore the law is the fri
end of the spirit.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 17:39
Amen!

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 18:00
Toszu respectfully sister I just do not see that view in the scriptures.  Romans 7:5 says, 

... For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the law, were at work in the members of ou
r body to bear fruit for death.

Paul tells us also in 1st Corinthians 15:56,
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... The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law...

Sister far from the law on killing our flesh. It's the law that energizes sin in our flesh.  But there is an encouraging word in
Romans 7:6,

... But now we have been released from the law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newne
ss of the Spirit and not in oldest of the letter...

And we kill the flesh by the power of the Spirit.  What Paul tells us in Romans 8:12-13 is,

... So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--for if you are living according
to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Simply my thoughts sister.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/28 18:09
Hi brothers and sisters

Just put it out there ,some of christ teaching on the law ...

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tel
l you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments 
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches the
se commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven."

Now we no the bible also says that what the law says ,and why it is says it ,Paul , said ,to bring the whole world under co
nviction ,and that every mouth may be stopped and the whole world guilty befor God , and that no one would be justified 
by this law , but that through the law is the knowlage of sin........
So how can we reconcile these verse with what we know about grace and the gospel of the cross ,with out ignoring thes
e verses ,

This shows the law still has a place to stop the mouths of the  self righteous and make the world guilty befor God , how c
an we use the law, if Jesus said it will be here till heaven and earth passes away ,that's still a little while yet ,, yet knowin
g we as blood bought are not under the law nor condemned by it ............

7Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.

8But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 9Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for murderers, 10For fornicators, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for enslavers, for li
ars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 11According to the glorious g
ospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.

We know some have taught wrongly and lost the Balance of grace ,and some have never even known the grace of God 
,and are plain legalistic teachers,,...

But Paul says the law can be used lawfully, we know he can't be justifying the old Covenent and saying some can be rig
ht in teaching the old covenent, so how can a man use it lawfully ,as Paul tells Timothy ,in the context of the new Coven
ent ..

Who is under the condemnation of the law ,,Paul plainly says the whole world who is not in Christ is under the law and th
e condemnation of it ,so if that is true ,then how can it be used lawfully as Paul puts it .

The only way would be to reveal that truth to those who are condemned by it ,which would not be lieing ,but telling the tr
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uth , about the state of the world and the  rebellious sinner,,,,,
It would be misleading to not tell a sinner the truth ,that he is condemned by the law , and that he has no hope  apart fro
m Christ ,, and the new sacrificial law ,layed  out in the new Covenant..

The law is good if one uses it lawfully ...

I would say David wilkinson got it right ,as proud papa  posted  in that article,

I would Incourage every one to reread what wilkinson says in that article, 

Blessings to you all 

Re:  - posted by narrowpath, on: 2016/5/28 18:10
Well, staying with the analogy of the rottweiler, as long as I am in the Spirt of Christ the law cannot harm me or make de
mands on me. I can even play with it and embrace it, but dare I move an inch away from Christ and it immediately turns 
on me. 

That is basically the gist of the epistle to the Galatians.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 18:11
I met a young women working at the donut shop this morning and I asked her if she was a christian. She replied that she
was catholic. I asked her why that was different to being a christian and if she could tell me how to be saved. Her answe
r?  "Do good works and go to church".

This young woman is not born again and is not married to Christ (yet) but married to the Law. She is under condemnatio
n and is being led to her death under this covenant of death. The Law is her prison master, not her friend, but her death 
bringer. There is no hope for this girl unless she turns to Christ.

2 Corinthians 3:6-8 tells us that we are ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter (law) but of the Spirit; for the letter
(law) kills, but the Spirit gives life. Paul is making a distinction between the Old Covenant written on stone and the New 
Covenant that is presented inside us by the Spirit. The old (the law) brought death, because no one could keep its directi
ves, whereas the new brings life through the life-giving Spirit. The letter (the law) killed because no one was able to keep
it. It made us guilty, while the New Covenant sets us free from the condemnation of the law. The law was fulfilled in the o
nly person who could have fulfilled it, Jesus Christ. Now we have Him within us and that is the end of the matter.

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 18:23
Dear Blaine,

Thank you for the question. I really want to show this from the scriptures. It requires a little more time to study, and I wou
ld be benefited by it too. So I am preparing an answer.

God bless you,
Zsuzsanna

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 18:27
The girl is lost. The two laws are meant for God's children. The two trees were in the garden of Eden and the law was gi
ven to His people under the Old Covenant.

We choose as believers which law we are under, working from the flesh or working from the Spirit.
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Re: , on: 2016/5/28 19:14

Quote:
-------------------------by Tozsu on 2016/5/28 17:33:33

The law is the enemy of the flesh. It kills it. As soon as the flesh is dead the spirit can lead us. Therefore the law is the friend of the spirit.
-------------------------

"The enemy of my enemy has become my friend."

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/28 19:18
Ha! Brother Julius, that was good;)

Sister Zsuzsanna,

I really appreciate not only the wisdom but the undeniable grace that fills the words of your posts... It's a blessing to me:)

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/28 19:28
Wesley was once quoted as saying something like, "the law leads me to Christ, and Christ leads me to the law,...and thi
s process continues till the work is finished" (paraphrasing from memory) But this reminds me of the process of refining s
ilver,... The sliver is heated and looks pure but once an alkali is added all the dross from within comes to the surface and
is scraped off,..then after cooling down the heat is again applied until the silver again looks pure and again the alkali is a
dded and again the unseen dross becomes visible and surfaces only to be again scraped away,..this process continues 
over and over. The silversmith has to be very attentive because if the silver is over heated it's ruined as it is with too muc
h alkali etc... So how does the silver smith know when the silver is truly purified...?
  When He can see his own reflection in it;)

Re:  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/28 19:33
Various Quotes on the Law compiled by SI

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: "The trouble with people who are not seeking for a Savior, and for salvation, is that they do not
understand the nature of sin. It is the peculiar function of the Law to bring such an understanding to a manÂ’s mind and
conscience. That is why great evangelical preachers 300 years ago in the time of the Puritans, and 200 years ago in the
time of Whitefield and others, always engaged in what they called a preliminary 'Law work.'Â”
John Newton (wrote "Amazing Grace"): Â“Ignorance of the nature and design of the Law is at the bottom of most
religious mistakes.Â”

Charles Spurgeon: Â“I do not believe that any man can preach the gospel who does not preach the Law.Â” Then he
warns, Â“Lower the Law and you dim the light by which man perceives his guilt; this is a very serious loss to the sinner
rather than a gain; for it lessens the likelihood of his conviction and conversion. I say you have deprived the gospel of its
ablest auxiliary  when you have set aside the Law. You have taken away from it the schoolmaster that is to bring men to 
Christ . . . They will never accept grace till they tremble before a just and holy Law. Therefore the Law serves a most nec
essary purpose, and it must not be removed from its place.Â”

Jonathan Edwards: Â“The only way we can know whether we are sinning is by knowing His Moral Law.Â”

George Whitefield said to his hearers, Â“First, then, before you can speak peace to your hearts, you must be made to se
e, made to feel, made to weep over, made to bewail, your actual transgressions against the Law of God.Â”

John Wesley: "...it is the ordinary method of the Spirit of God to convict sinners by the Law. It is this which, being set ho
me on the conscience, generally breaketh the rocks in pieces. It is more especially this part of the Word of God which is 
quick and powerful, full of life and energy and sharper than any two-edged sword."

Martin Luther: "The first duty of the Gospel preacher is to declare God's Law and show the nature of sin."
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John Wesley: "It remains only to show...the uses of the Law. And the first use of it, without question, is to convince the w
orld of sin. By this is the sinner discovered to himself. All his fig-leaves are torn away, and he sees that he is 'wretched a
nd poor and miserable, blind and naked.' The Law flashes conviction on every side. He feels himself a mere sinner. He h
as nothing to pay. His 'mouth is stopped' and he stands 'guilty before God.' To slay the sinner is then the first use of the 
Law, to destroy the life and strength wherein he trusts and convince him that he is dead while he lives; not only under th
e sentence of death, but actually dead to God, void of all spiritual life, dead in trespasses and sins."

Charles Spurgeon: "The Law cuts into the core of the evil, it reveals the seat of the malady, and informs us that the lepro
sy lies deep within."

C. S. Lewis: Â“When we merely say that we are bad, the Â‘wrathÂ’ of God seems a barbarous doctrine; as soon as we p
erceive our bad-ness, it appears inevitable, a mere corollary from GodÂ’s goodnessÂ…Â”

Martin Luther: "...we would not see nor realize it (what a distressing and horrible fall in which we lie), if it were not for the 
Law, and we would have to remain forever lost, if we were not again helped out of it through Christ. Therefore the Law a
nd the Gospel are given to the end that we may learn to know both how guilty we are and to what we should again retur
n."

J. I. Packer: "Unless we see our shortcomings in the light of the Law and holiness of God, we do not see them as sin at 
all."

Charles Finney: Â“Ever more the Law must prepare the way for the Gospel. To overlook this in instructing souls, is almo
st certain to result in false hope, the introduction of a false standard of Christian experience, and to fill the Church with fa
lse converts... time will make this plain.Â”

John Bunyan: Â“The man who does not know the nature of the Law, cannot know the nature of sin.Â”

D. L. Moody: Â“Ask Paul why  was given. Here is his answer, Â‘That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world ma
y become guilty before GodÂ’ (Romans 3:19). The Law stops every manÂ’s mouth. I can always tell a man who is near t
he kingdom of God; his mouth is stopped. This, then, is why God gives us the Law-to show us ourselves in our true color
s.Â”

A. W. Pink: Â“Just as the world was not ready for the New Testament before it received the Old, just as the Jews were n
ot prepared for the ministry of Christ until John the Baptist had gone before Him with his claimant call to repentance, so t
he unsaved are in no condition today for the Gospel till the Law be applied to their hearts, for Â‘by the Law is the knowle
dge of sin.Â’ It is a waste of time to sow seed on ground which has never been ploughed or spaded! To present the vicar
ious sacrifice of Christ to those whose dominant passion is to take fill of sin, is to give that which is holy to the dogs.Â”

Augustine: Â“The Law is not in fault, but our evil and wicked nature; even as a heap of lime is still and quiet until water b
e poured thereon, but then it begins to smoke and burn, not from the fault of the water, but from the nature and kind of th
e lime which will not endure it.Â”

Matthew Henry: Â“Herein is the Law of God above all other laws, that it is a spiritual law. Other laws may forbid compas
sing and imagining, which are treason in the heart, but cannot take cognizance thereof, unless there be some overt act; 
but the Law of God takes notice of the iniquity regarded in the heart, though it go no further.Â”

Martin Luther: Â“Satan, the God of all dissension, stirreth up daily new sects, and last of all, which of all other I should n
ever have foreseen or once suspected, he has raised up a sect as such as teachÂ…that men should not be terrified by t
he Law, but gently exhorted by the preaching of the grace of Christ.Â”

John Wesley: Â“While he cries out, O what love have I to thy Law! all the day long is my study in it. He sees daily, in that
divine mirror, more and more of his own sinfulness. He sees more and more clearly, that he is fullness a sinner in all thin
gs -- that neither his heart nor his ways are right before God, and that every moment sends him to Christ.
Â“Therefore I cannot spare the Law one moment, no more than I can spare Christ, seeing I now want it as much to keep
me to Christ, as I ever wanted it to bring me to Him. Otherwise this Â‘evil heart of unbeliefÂ’ would immediately Â‘depart 
from the living God.Â’ Indeed each is continually sending me to the other--the Law to Christ, and Christ to the Law.Â”
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Martin Luther: In a sermon published way back in 1537, Martin Luther spoke of the Law being used as a schoolmaster th
e bring sinners to Christ. Listen to his words of warning:

Â“This now is the Christian teaching and preaching, which God be praised, we know and possess, and it is not necessar
y at present to develop it further, but only to offer the admonition that it be maintained in Christendom with all diligence. 
For Satan has attacked it hard and strong from the beginning until the present, and gladly would he completely extinguis
h it and tread it underfoot.Â”

from : https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=15833&forum=34

add: "compiled by SI"

 

Re: , on: 2016/5/28 20:15
Brothers I say to you gently. You are so enamored with the law and Moses. You are forgetting Jesus and his death the c
ross.  I hear more of the law mentioned in this thread then I hear of Jesus. Your focus is so on Moses. Your focus is so o
n the law. I fear that you are forgetting the cross of Jesus Christ and his death.

Paul continually reminds us that his message was Christ crucified. Paul reminds us that he passed on as to what he rec
eived as of first importance. And that was the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. His message was a cross.

Brothers Paul said may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ of which the world has been crucified t
o me and I to the world. You to read some of your posts I fear you are boasting in the law.

Brothers I fear some of are forgetting Jesus and His death on the cross and your desire to exalt the law and Moses.

So sad.  If you really believe the law can save you. As for me I will take my stand at the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.

My thoughts.

 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/28 21:41
Blaine we must go with the whole councel of scripture ,not a watered down version , as you can see many of the great s
aints saw and taught this truth of scripture, and many see that truth here on sermon index .

You adding straw to that straw man by saying we are saying we are saved by the law ,no one has said that  here ,weasl
y spurgen ,Whitfield ,Edwards are not saying that either ...

What don't you start a thread about the atonement ,so we can talk about the cross and the life of Christ.
This was a thread about the law ,and let's stick to that topic ,in this thread ,and not derail it with other topics ,as I'm sure 
you can respect that principle .as you your self are in the habit of reminding others to stick to the topic ...

Please blain don't go all martyer sindrome on us , let's just stick to the topic of thread brother ,it will run its course ,and a
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nother topic will come up that we can agree on mostly ,like the cross .......

Blessings to you 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/28 21:45

Posts: 33912
"Pilgrim and Sojourner." - 1 Peter 2:11

Online!	
 Various Quotes on the Law	Reply To This Post |

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: "The trouble with people who are not seeking for a Savior, and for salvation, is that they do not
understand the nature of sin. It is the peculiar function of the Law to bring such an understanding to a manÂ’s mind and
conscience. That is why great evangelical preachers 300 years ago in the time of the Puritans, and 200 years ago in the
time of Whitefield and others, always engaged in what they called a preliminary 'Law work.'Â”
John Newton (wrote "Amazing Grace"): Â“Ignorance of the nature and design of the Law is at the bottom of most
religious mistakes.Â”

Charles Spurgeon: Â“I do not believe that any man can preach the gospel who does not preach the Law.Â” Then he
warns, Â“Lower the Law and you dim the light by which man perceives his guilt; this is a very serious loss to the sinner
rather than a gain; for it lessens the likelihood of his conviction and conversion. I say you have deprived the gospel of its
ablest auxiliary  when you have set aside the Law. You have taken away from it the schoolmaster that is to bring men to 
Christ . . . They will never accept grace till they tremble before a just and holy Law. Therefore the Law serves a most nec
essary purpose, and it must not be removed from its place.Â”

Jonathan Edwards: Â“The only way we can know whether we are sinning is by knowing His Moral Law.Â”

George Whitefield said to his hearers, Â“First, then, before you can speak peace to your hearts, you must be made to se
e, made to feel, made to weep over, made to bewail, your actual transgressions against the Law of God.Â”

John Wesley: "...it is the ordinary method of the Spirit of God to convict sinners by the Law. It is this which, being set ho
me on the conscience, generally breaketh the rocks in pieces. It is more especially this part of the Word of God which is 
quick and powerful, full of life and energy and sharper than any two-edged sword."

Martin Luther: "The first duty of the Gospel preacher is to declare God's Law and show the nature of sin."

John Wesley: "It remains only to show...the uses of the Law. And the first use of it, without question, is to convince the w
orld of sin. By this is the sinner discovered to himself. All his fig-leaves are torn away, and he sees that he is 'wretched a
nd poor and miserable, blind and naked.' The Law flashes conviction on every side. He feels himself a mere sinner. He h
as nothing to pay. His 'mouth is stopped' and he stands 'guilty before God.' To slay the sinner is then the first use of the 
Law, to destroy the life and strength wherein he trusts and convince him that he is dead while he lives; not only under th
e sentence of death, but actually dead to God, void of all spiritual life, dead in trespasses and sins."

Charles Spurgeon: "The Law cuts into the core of the evil, it reveals the seat of the malady, and informs us that the lepro
sy lies deep within."

C. S. Lewis: Â“When we merely say that we are bad, the Â‘wrathÂ’ of God seems a barbarous doctrine; as soon as we p
erceive our bad-ness, it appears inevitable, a mere corollary from GodÂ’s goodnessÂ…Â”

Martin Luther: "...we would not see nor realize it (what a distressing and horrible fall in which we lie), if it were not for the 
Law, and we would have to remain forever lost, if we were not again helped out of it through Christ. Therefore the Law a
nd the Gospel are given to the end that we may learn to know both how guilty we are and to what we should again retur
n."

J. I. Packer: "Unless we see our shortcomings in the light of the Law and holiness of God, we do not see them as sin at 
all."
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Charles Finney: Â“Ever more the Law must prepare the way for the Gospel. To overlook this in instructing souls, is almo
st certain to result in false hope, the introduction of a false standard of Christian experience, and to fill the Church with fa
lse converts... time will make this plain.Â”

John Bunyan: Â“The man who does not know the nature of the Law, cannot know the nature of sin.Â”

D. L. Moody: Â“Ask Paul why  was given. Here is his answer, Â‘That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world ma
y become guilty before GodÂ’ (Romans 3:19). The Law stops every manÂ’s mouth. I can always tell a man who is near t
he kingdom of God; his mouth is stopped. This, then, is why God gives us the Law-to show us ourselves in our true color
s.Â”

A. W. Pink: Â“Just as the world was not ready for the New Testament before it received the Old, just as the Jews were n
ot prepared for the ministry of Christ until John the Baptist had gone before Him with his claimant call to repentance, so t
he unsaved are in no condition today for the Gospel till the Law be applied to their hearts, for Â‘by the Law is the knowle
dge of sin.Â’ It is a waste of time to sow seed on ground which has never been ploughed or spaded! To present the vicar
ious sacrifice of Christ to those whose dominant passion is to take fill of sin, is to give that which is holy to the dogs.Â”

Augustine: Â“The Law is not in fault, but our evil and wicked nature; even as a heap of lime is still and quiet until water b
e poured thereon, but then it begins to smoke and burn, not from the fault of the water, but from the nature and kind of th
e lime which will not endure it.Â”

Matthew Henry: Â“Herein is the Law of God above all other laws, that it is a spiritual law. Other laws may forbid compas
sing and imagining, which are treason in the heart, but cannot take cognizance thereof, unless there be some overt act; 
but the Law of God takes notice of the iniquity regarded in the heart, though it go no further.Â”

Martin Luther: Â“Satan, the God of all dissension, stirreth up daily new sects, and last of all, which of all other I should n
ever have foreseen or once suspected, he has raised up a sect as such as teachÂ…that men should not be terrified by t
he Law, but gently exhorted by the preaching of the grace of Christ.Â”

John Wesley: Â“While he cries out, O what love have I to thy Law! all the day long is my study in it. He sees daily, in that
divine mirror, more and more of his own sinfulness. He sees more and more clearly, that he is fullness a sinner in all thin
gs -- that neither his heart nor his ways are right before God, and that every moment sends him to Christ.
Â“Therefore I cannot spare the Law one moment, no more than I can spare Christ, seeing I now want it as much to keep
me to Christ, as I ever wanted it to bring me to Him. Otherwise this Â‘evil heart of unbeliefÂ’ would immediately Â‘depart 
from the living God.Â’ Indeed each is continually sending me to the other--the Law to Christ, and Christ to the Law.Â”

Martin Luther: In a sermon published way back in 1537, Martin Luther spoke of the Law being used as a schoolmaster th
e bring sinners to Christ. Listen to his words of warning:

Â“This now is the Christian teaching and preaching, which God be praised, we know and possess, and it is not necessar
y at present to develop it further, but only to offer the admonition that it be maintained in Christendom with all diligence. 
For Satan has attacked it hard and strong from the beginning until the present, and gladly would he completely extinguis
h it and tread it underfoot.Â”

_________________
SI Moderator - brother Greg

Copy of gregs thread 
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Re: , on: 2016/5/28 22:03
This thread is all over the place like a dogs breakfast:-)

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 7:35
I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. This only would I lea
rn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in th
e Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

Paul seems to be saying above that if righteousness (salvation)comes by or through the law then Christ is dead in vain. 
He again reinforces the point by asking, did you receive the Spirit (salvation) b the works of the law ( hearing it or being 
convicted by it or trying to abide by it, or failing to abide by it or by any means of it at all) or by the hearing of faith ( heari
ng about Jesus and what He did and who He is and by what He wants from us)

Can anyone here who is reading or participating on this thread testify that they were saved by the hearing of the law? I p
ersonally never knew anything about the Jewish law, moral or otherwise prior to being saved. Was I convicted of sin? Ye
s, by the Holy Spirit of the living God. When men hear by the Spirit through a saint that Jesus died for them and for their 
sins, then they are " stabbed in the heart." This stabbing of the heart is a work of the Holy Spirit. This is highlighted famo
usly in Acts 2. Read again and listen carefully to what Peter shares. The gist of what he was saying was that they crucifi
ed the Christ whether by ignorance or deliberately, no matter, they crucified the Christ. That truth has been convicting m
en ever since because when they encounter Jesus and His love for them for dying for them, they are convicted one way 
or another. 

If men, in any shape or fashion, could be convicted and saved by the law then Christ died in vain. Christ and He alone s
aves by grace through faith and not of the law lest any man should boast. This is the fundamental truth of who we are an
d the work of Calvary. The centerpiece of salvation is Christ alone and Him crucified. We are convicted by how we sinne
d against a Holy Gods sacrifice and we will be judged solely on what we did with Calvary. Calvary is a mysterious amalg
am of justice and mercy, all the work of salvation is based entirely on the work of Jesus on Calvary. To add a single thin
g to this equation is to subtract from Calvary..............bro Frank
 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/29 8:03
I don't think any body said they were saved by the law frank ,,but some here have definitely said they were convicted an
d led to Christ ,,,,did you actually read all the post ....... I think it's safe to say most of the men in gregs post that prod pap
a and I copied probably were convicted by the law, the first and second great awakening were rife with conviction throug
h law preaching ..

I think frank you just have admit some of the greatest saints who ever lived utterly disagree with your take on this ...

You seem to either not be reading the posts ,or your erecting a straw man beside blaines, by saying that we are saying r
ighteousness come by the law ,,,,,also your not noticing the ability of the Holy Spirit to work conviction before regenerati
on ,,,,,and equating the simple stament ,of receiving the spirit by works of the law , with hearing it being convicted by , ex
tra ectra,,or by any means at all ,,,,,,you are simply injecting your own meanings into that statement , which is cutting ha
y for your straw man,,,,,

The works of the law Paul is refuring to is trying to keep the whole law of Moses and seeking to be justified in some way 
by that ,,

And that is exactly what we are not talking about ,,it's has nothing to do with that ,,the law can only show us our sin ,it ca
n't be kept ,only Jesus could do that ,and no one here would even dream about being saved by the works of the law of M
oses ......
,,
Brother read the posts again and you will that you are not understand what is being said ,,maby read spurgen ,Whitfield ,
wilkinson,Edwards Bunyan ,loyhed  jones ,and the rest on that list ,and see if any of them actually are saying we are sav
ed by the law ,
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Re: , on: 2016/5/29 9:04
Brothergary, read my post and tell me what you disagree with. If you disagree with my last post, then let us agree to disa
gree. May the Lord bless you brother.........bro Frank

I do NOT have a relationship with the law, on: 2016/5/29 12:45
Just to make sure that everyone understands that I am no longer under the law and I do NOT have a relationship with th
e law.

I enjoying Christ's Victory within me.

My biggest issue was the lie of an independent self.
As long as I "FELT" independent - then it was up to me to get it to work.

This independent self was ONLY AN ILLUSION.
I now I see Christ in me  - as me - HIM expressing HIS LIFE THROUGH ME - The old "I" is dead.
I am just a branch totally dependent on HIM. 

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 12:57
Galatians 3:1-2

You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? Thi
s is the only thing I want to hear from you did you receive the Spirit by the Works of the law, or by hearing with faith.

A very appropriate question to ask since some believe that the work of the law is to kill those that are under it. A very ap
propriate question to ask since some believe that we have to preach the law before the gospel is preached?  

I submit that one will not receive the spirit, let alone the gospel, through the preaching of the law. But rather one must pr
each the cross of Christ. Paul indicates that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified before the Galatians. As su
ch when they heard the gospel through the preaching of the cross they receive also the Spirit of Jesus into their lives.

Romans 10:17 says so faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.  The word of Christ is that message 
which Paul first received and then passed on to those who would hear it. He articulates the gospel is the death burial an
d resurrection of Jesus Christ according to the scriptures. But the cross is a centrality of the Gospel.  Here there is no la
w preaching but the setting forth of Christ and him crucified. For his message was always the crucified Christ that would 
draw all men to salvation in Him.

In going through the New Testament I see no record where Paul preached the law to gentiles. But it was always the pre
aching of the cross of Christ.

Because I pray for the persecuted I watch videos about what God is doing in restricted Nations.. Particularly among Mus
lims.  The videos tell of credible reports where Jesus is appearing to Muslims in dreams and visions. This is resulting in t
heir coming to faith in Christ and following Him. In the reports there is no mention of them having to go to Moses and be 
Killed by the law. And then they come to Christ. The vision of Jesus himself appearing to Muslims is enough to turn their 
hearts toward faith in Him.

In my own experiences from the Jesus movement it was enough that one hear the gospel and then respond to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit was quite sufficient to work in one's life to convict them of their need for a savior. The Ten 
Commandments would never preached.

Again I submit the Holy Spirit is quite sufficient to convict one's heart of their need for the Lord Jesus Christ. In John 16 
we read that it's the Spirit that will convict one of sin judgment and righteousness. There is no need to preach Moses.  If 
anything all we do is lift up Jesus and the Spirit is quite capable of drawing men to Him.

It seems the crying need of the hour is to lift up Christ and to pray for His word to have free run abd reign in the hearts of
men and women. We don't need to pray for Moses to be preached. But we need to pray that Christ be preached. We pra
y that Christ crucified and resurrected be lifted up before men and women that they may see their need by the power of t
he spirit to come to saving faith and life in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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My thoughts. Posted respectfully.

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 13:15
Hi Blain, here is the answer to your questions that I promised:

The word "law" in psalms 19:7 means in proper translation instruction from God regarding our conduct. (law1)
The word "law" in Romans means the law given to Moses. (law2)
Law2 is a limited version of law1,  because God is not personally present in it.
Regularly hearing and obeying law1 is our main job as christians.
Paul tells the Romans that they should seek law1 because law2 is not sufficient to keep them alive. However it has an i
mportant role: to lead us to Jesus.
Born again Christians can walk in the flesh or in the spirit. When we walk in the spirit we can hear law1, but when we wal
k in the flesh we can not.
In the flesh we can only hear law2. When we hear law2 we become helplessly sinful and need the saviour himself, at tha
t point we cry out: "OÂ wretchedÂ man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Romans 7:24  As a 
result Jesus will save us , our flesh dies and now we can walk according to the spirit. 

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 13:35
Tozso thank you for your kind response. Interesting how you made the distinctions refarding law 1 and law 2.  So I woul
d imagine if Paul says he's under the law of Christ. He is meaning law 1.  Would you agree?

Bro. Blaine 

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 13:50
Yes

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 13:54
Got you. Thank you sister. Agree with you. By the way are you from Romania? Do you know who Richard wurmbrand is
?

Bro Blaine

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 13:56
I am from Hungary. I have read about him. He was leading an underground church, and suffered in prison for it.

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 14:09
I believe many of your home country of Hungary suffered persecution also. I have started a new thread and entitled Of T
hose Persecuted. I hope to provide a quote from one of our persecuted brothers and sisters on a daily basis to encourag
e and edify. I have included a quote by Richard wurmbrand. I hope you find it a blessing to you sister.

By the way I do appreciate your posts and insights. You are a blessing to the forum sister.

Again I did find your distinction so the two laws of blessing.

Your brother in Jesus,

Blaine 
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Re: , on: 2016/5/29 14:56
I was born way after the great revolt in 1956. Before and right after 1956 there was a fierce persecution however after th
at the persecution softened. All that time as it is also written in Wurmbrand's book there was a "shop window" church tha
t had a pact with the state. Everyone, not only christians learned how to read between the lines and receive coded truth. 
Some people who seemingly served the state were just and merciful in secret. Hungarians knew well how to resist autho
rity, it is rooted in our history as we often were under foreign occupation. This backfires sometimes as we could be  also 
unjust and rebellious against our leaders. I know of a relative who was arrested for protesting against the state's taking o
ver christian schools, but later got released, i heard that the state limited the number of converts a church was allowed t
o have, and the state sent informants to sit in the pews to report any suspicious activity in the church. A wife of a preach
er could not get a teaching job and his children could not (easily) study to become teachers. In schools christianity was c
onstantly ridiculed. Free pentecostal churches were harassed by the police. Till I came to the US I always thought that th
is kind of soft persecution was natural...

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 15:14
My sister those in restricted nations due regard persecution as part of their walk with Christ. But when they get to this na
tion there so surprised about the lack of persecution in America. I think even Richard Wurmbrand lamented about a slee
ping Church in America. And that was in the 1960s when he came to this nation. Imagine what the church is now.

Brother Blaine

The Old Covenant was a school of grace, on: 2016/5/29 15:15
 THE FIRST COVENANT by Andrew Murry

"Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice, and keep My covenant, ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me."-Ex. xix. 5.

"He declared unto you His covenant, which He commanded you to perform, even ten commandments. "-DEUT. iv. 13.

"If ye keep these judgments, the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant, "DEUT. vii. 12.

"I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, not according to the covenant which I made with their fathers, whic
h My covenant they brake."-JER. xxxi. 31, 32.

WE have seen how the reason for there being two Covenants is to be found in the need of giving the Divine and the hu
man will, each their due place in the working out of man's destiny. God ever takes the initiative. Man must then have the 
opportunity to do his part, and to prove either what he can do, or needs to have done for him. The Old Covenant was on 
the one hand indispensably necessary to waken man's desires, to call forth his efforts, to deepen the sense of dependen
ce on God, to convince of his sin and impotence, and so to prepare him to feel the need of the salvation of Christ. In the 
significant language of Paul, "The law was our schoolmaster unto Christ." "We were kept under the law, shut up unto the
faith, which should afterwards be revealed." To understand the Old Covenant aright we must ever remember its two gre
at characteristics ---the one, that it was of Divine appointment, fraught with much true blessing, and absolutely indispens
able for the working out of God's purposes; the other, that it was only provisional and preparatory to something higher, a
nd therefore absolutely insufficient for giving that full salvation which man needs if his heart or the heart of God is to be s
atisfied.

Note now the terms of this first Covenant. "If ye will obey My voice and keep My covenant, ye shall be unto Me a holy na
tion." Or, as it is expressed in Jeremiah (vii. 23, xi. 4), "Obey My voice, and I will be your God." Obedience everywhere, 
especially in the Book of Deuteronomy, appears as the condition of blessing. "A blessing if ye obey" (xi. 27). Some may 
ask how God could make a covenant of which He knew that man could not keep it. The answer opens up to us the whol
e nature and object of the Covenant. All education, Divine or human, ever deals. with its pupils on the principle- -faithfuln
ess in the less is essential to the attainment of the greater. In taking Israel into His training, God dealt with them as men i
n whom, with all the ruin sin had brought, there still was a conscience to judge of good and evil, a heart capable of being
stirred to long after God, and a will to choose the good and to choose Himself. Before Christ and His salvation could be r
evealed and understood and truly appreciated, these faculties of man had to be stirred and wakened. The law took men 
into its training, and sought, if I may use the expression, to make the very best that could be made of them by external in
struction. In the provision made in the law for a symbolical atonement and pardon, in all God's revelation of Himself thro
ugh priest and prophet and king, in His interposition in providence and grace, everything was done that He could do, to t
ouch and win the heart of His people and to give force to the appeal to their self-interest or their gratitude, their fear or th
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eir love.

Its work was not without fruit. Under the law, administered by the grace that ever accompanied it, there was trained up a 
number of men whose great mark was the fear of God, and a desire to walk blameless in all His commandments. And y
et, as a whole, Scripture represents the Old Covenant as a failure. The law had promised life; but it could not give it (De
ut. iv. 1 ; Gal. iii. 21). The real purpose for which God had given it was the very opposite: it was meant by Him as "a mini
stration of death." He gave it that it might convince man of his sin, and might so waken the confession of his impotence, 
and of his need of a New Covenant and a true redemption. It is in this view that Scripture uses such strong expressions- 
"By the law is the knowledge of sin: that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may become guilty before G
od." " The law worketh wrath." "The law entered, that the offence might abound." "That sin by the commandment might a
ppear exceeding sinful." "As many as are of the works of the law are under the curse." "We were kept under the law, shu
t up to the faith, which should afterwards be revealed." "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, th
at we might be justified by faith." The great work of the law was to discover what sin was: its hatefulness as accursed of 
God; its misery, working temporal and eternal ruin; its power, binding man down in hopeless slavery; and the need of a 
Divine interposition- as the only hope of deliverance.

In studying the Old Covenant we ought ever to keep in mind the twofold aspect under which we have seen that Scripture
represents it. It was God's grace that gave Israel the law, and wrought with the law to make it work out its purpose in indi
vidual believers and in the people as a whole. The whole of the Old Covenant was a school of grace, an elementary sch
ool, to prepare for the fullness of grace and truth in Christ Jesus. A name is generally given to an object according to its 
chief feature. And so the Old Covenant is called a ministration of condemnation and death, not because there was no gr
ace in it-it had its Own glory (2 Cor. iii. 10-12)-but because the law with its curse was the predominating element. The co
mbination of the two aspects we find with especial clearness in Paul's epistles. So he speaks of all who are of the works 
of the law as under the curse (Gal. iii. 10). And then almost immediately after he speaks of the law as being our benefact
or, a schoolmaster unto Christ, into whose charge, as to a tutor or governor, we had been given, till the time appointed o
f the Father. We are everywhere brought back to what we said above. The Old Covenant is absolutely indispensable for 
the preparation work it had to do; utterly insufficient to work for us a true or a full redemption.

The two great lessons God would teach us by it are very simple. The one is the lesson of SIN, the other the lesson of H
OLINESS. The Old Covenant attains its object only as it brings men to a sense of their utter sinfulness and their hopeles
s impotence to deliver themselves. As long as they have not learnt this, no offer of the New Covenant life can lay hold of
them. As long as an intense longing for deliverance from sinning has not been wrought, they will naturally fall back into t
he power of the law and the flesh. The holiness which the New Covenant offers will rather terrify than attract them; the lif
e in the spirit of bondage appears to make more allowance for sin, because obedience is declared to be impossible.

The other is the lesson of Holiness. In the New Covenant the Triune God engages to do all. He undertakes to give and k
eep the new heart, to give His own Spirit in it, to give the will and the power to obey and do His will. As the one demand 
of the first Covenant was the sense of sin, the one great demand of the New is faith that that need, created by the discipl
ine of God's law, will be met in a Divine and supernatural way. The law cannot work out its purpose, except as it brings a
man to lie guilty and helpless before the holiness of God. There the New finds him, and reveals that same God, in His gr
ace accepting him and making him partaker of His holiness. 

---------------

look at what he said here

"In studying the Old Covenant we ought ever to keep in mind the twofold aspect under which we have seen that Scriptur
e represents it. It was God's grace that gave Israel the law, and wrought with the law to make it work out its purpose in in
dividual believers and in the people as a whole. The whole of the Old Covenant was a school of grace, an elementary sc
hool, to prepare for the fullness of grace and truth in Christ Jesus."
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Re: The Old Covenant was a school of grace, on: 2016/5/29 15:38
John says "We saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth." 'The law was given t
hrough Moses;grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ." "For of His fullness we have all received, and grace 
upon grace." What the law demands, grace supplies. The contrast that John pointed out is expounded by Paul; The law 
came in so that transgression would increase," and the way be prepared for the abounding grace more exceedingly. The
law demands, but makes no provision for its demands being met. The law burdens and condemns and slays. It can awa
ken desire but cannot satisfy it. It can rouse to effort but cannot secure success. It can appeal to motives, but it gives no 
inward power beyond what man himself has. And so, while warring against sin, it becomes its very ally in giving the sinn
er over to a hopeless condemnation. "The power of sin is the law." (1 Cor 15:56) (The Two Covenants, Andrew Murray)

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 17:29
"And so, while warring against sin, it (law) becomes its very ally in giving the sinner over to a hopeless condemnation."
True.
So how do we prevent this situation? By not listening to the law in the first place? NO! We prevent  this situation by not tr
ying to war sins while we are in the flesh but cry out to Jesus, let the flesh die that's when we can walk by the spirit. 
If we avoid the law because it might bring condemnation what will move us out from our fleshly state?

 - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/29 18:43
 A.W. Tozer : NO ONE CHANGES GOD'S LAW :  

Because we live in a period known as the age of God's grace, it has become a popular thing to declare that the Ten Co
mmandments are no longer valid, no longer relevant in our society. With that context, it has become apparent that Christ
ian churches are not paying attention to the Ten Commandments. But Dwight L Moody preached often in the command
ments. John Wesley said he preached the commands of the Law to prepare the way for the gospel. R. A. Torrey told mi
nisters if they did not preach the Law they would have no response to the preaching of the gospel. It is the Law that sho
ws us our need for the gospel of salvation and forgiveness! It is accurate to say that our binding obligation is not to the O
ld Testament Law. As sincere Christians we are under Christ's higher law-that which is represented in His love and grac
e. But everything that is morally commanded in the Ten Commandments still comprises the moral principles that are the 
will of God for His people. God's basic moral will for His people has not changed!
 https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=4970

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 18:52
2nd Timothy 3:16
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righte
ousness:

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 19:22
Colissians 2:16-17

Therefore do not let anyone act as your judge in regard to food, or drink and respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sa
bbath day--things which are a mere shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.

My goodness folks. If the substance belongs to Christ, why are we looking at the shadow.  Hebrews 10:1 tells us,

For the law, since it if it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things,

Brothers and sisters we have the substance of Christ. Why do we want to go back to the shadow to look at God.

If I wanted to go to the California Redwoods to see a redwood. I would not look at the shadow of the Redwood. But I wo
uld look at the actual Redwood itself. The law is only a shadow of Christ. But we can look to Jesus himself. He is the sub
stance and the reality of God himself. Let us look to Jesus. Not to Moses or the decalogue.

My thoughts.
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Re: , on: 2016/5/29 20:05
When we read the ceremonial part of the law we keep it in mind that it is a shadow, but still helps us understand the real 
thing. For example the expression "Jesus is a lamb" is much easier to understand when we know the ceremonial law ab
out the Passover lamb.The moral part of the law such as "do not kill" has not changed and is not a shadow.

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 20:09

Quote:
-------------------------by bearmaster on 2016/5/29 15:14:28

My sister those in restricted nations due regard persecution as part of their walk with Christ. But when they get to this nation there so surprised about t
he lack of persecution in America. I think even Richard Wurmbrand lamented about a sleeping Church in America. And that was in the 1960s when he 
came to this nation. Imagine what the church is now.

Brother Blaine
-------------------------

Yes, the church is in a deep slumber... Brought about by false doctrine (easy believism and false security). Only those w
ho live godly lives suffer persecution.  What does that tell you?

Do you know what the law of Christ is?

Anything He tells you to do (which is always motivated by love).

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 20:20
"If we avoid the law because it might bring condemnation what will move us out from our fleshly state?"

I must say I am intrigued by these kinds of statements. It makes me think of when Paul was accused of preaching a lice
nse to sin, of course his reply was "God forbid." 

The answer to the question above is love!!! Love for God, an abiding love for Jesus, desiring to please the one that we lo
ve, desiring never to let Him down. Its about a genuine love relationship not about a series of rules. Of course no genuin
e saint would want to break any of the 10 commandments but its not the fact that these commandments exist that the sa
int desires not to break them, its because he or she has encountered the glorious loving reality of God, not in the abstrac
t, but in the burning reality of relationship. 

Any man on here who loves his wife wants to please her, he would never want to hurt her. He would not want to violate 
his vows to her and perhaps cause separation from her. If we can understand this is the natural, I wonder how it is so dif
ficult for some to understand the supernatural love of God which is deeper and higher and more all consuming than any 
worldly love. 

If anyone is looking for an excuse to sin or needs to be reigned in from sinning by the 10 commandments then I believe t
hat person needs to have a look at the depth of the love relationship they have with the Lord.The love of God frees us fr
om the need to be reigned in by the law.......bro Frank

Page 33/48



Articles and Sermons :: I love the law - it is my best friend and personal trainer.

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 20:37
I once had a brother tell me that our walk with Christ is "relational" not "regulational".

Bro Blaine

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 21:27
What "moves us out of our fleshly state", is His life. We live by His life.

We don't live by a codified set of rules like other religions. Christianity is not a religion and is unique in that we live by the
very life of Christ in God.

Gal 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in th
e flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

1Pe 4:2  That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

WHAT THE LAW TEACHES by Watchman Nee  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/5/29 21:39
 as previously posted by tuc :

WHAT THE LAW TEACHES by Watchman Nee 

Many Christians are suddenly launched into the experience of Romans 7 and they do not know why. They fancy
Romans 6 is quite enough. Having grasped that, they think there can be no more question of failure, and then to their
utmost surprise they suddenly find themselves in Romans 7. What is the explanation?

First let us be quite clear that the death with Christ described in Romans 6 is fully adequate to cover all our need. It is
the explanation of that death, with all that follows from it, that is incomplete in chapter 6. We are as yet still in ignorance
of the truth set forth in chapter 7. Romans 7 is given to us to explain and make real the statement in Romans 6.14, that:
"Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under law, but under grace." The trouble is that we do not yet know
deliverance from law. What, then, is the meaning of law?

Grace means that God does something for me; law means that I do something for God. God has certain holy and
righteous demands which He places upon me: that is law. Now if law means that God requires something of me for their
fulfilment, then deliverance from law means that He no longer requires that from me, but Himself provides it. Law implies
that God requires me to do something for Him; deliverance from law implies that He exempts me from doing it, and that
in grace He does it Himself. I (where 'I' is the 'carnal' man of ch. 7. 14) need do nothing for God: that is deliverance from
law. The trouble in Romans 7 is that man in the flesh tried to do something for God. As soon as you try to please God in
that way, then you place yourself under law, and the experience of Romans 7 begins to be yours.

As we seek to understand this, let it be settled at the outset that the fault does not lie with the Law. Paul says, "the law is
holy, and the commandment holy, and righteous, and good" 

Re: WHAT THE LAW TEACHES by Watchman Nee , on: 2016/5/29 21:46
Julias writes........

"We don't live by a codified set of rules like other religions. Christianity is not a religion and is unique in that we live by th
e very life of Christ in God."

Amen.........bro Frank

Page 34/48



Articles and Sermons :: I love the law - it is my best friend and personal trainer.

Re: , on: 2016/5/29 22:36
Appolus, is it possible that the law is the expression of God's love as well as grace is?

an example:

On the day I repented from my old life I confessed all my known sins and Jesus washed me completely clean.  It didn't b
other me at all that my speech was unclean and I was using a lot of swear words because God didn't impute that sin to 
me, I WAS clean. Next Sunday I went to church and the sermon was about "the sins of the tongue" (NT), as I listened to 
the bible verses explained, the Holy Spirit convicted me of that sin. I felt awful for a short time but luckily there was a con
fession and prayer at the end so Jesus washed me again and I was completely clean again. The law made the work of t
he flesh (cussing) more sinful. My flesh did not like it but it was for my benefit.

In this case it pleased the Holy Spirit to communicate something to me through that preaching, that included both law an
d grace. If I had only heard about how God loved me I would be still cussing. God wants us to GROW because he loves 
us.

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 0:26
Hi Tozsu, it seems that you are using the law of the OT interchangeably with the royal law of love found in the NT. The l
aw was fulfilled in Christ and by Christ and we are no longer under the law. You write.........

" It didn't bother me at all that my speech was unclean and I was using a lot of swear words because God didn't impute t
hat sin to me, I WAS clean." 

Sorry sister, in all my years as a Christian I have never heard of a saint who could sin with impunity until they heard a se
rmon. The Holy Spirit operates within us, and the words of Jesus confirm what we would already know.Most on the NT s
ainst had very little access to any scriptures for the first 300 years yet the Holy Spirit was about His work.

The Holy Spirit and the word of God is what leads us and guides us. I think there may be semantics involved but only be
cause you insist on calling it " The Law." Can I suggest that you were simply convicted by the Holy Spirit sister. This wou
ld be in line with NT teaching as opposed to the addition you make by employing the law ( still dont know what you really
mean by that) as an aid to work of the Spirit.

Can I ask where you grew up? I grew up in the projects in Scotland where I knew not a single Christian for most of the ti
me, but I always knew, as did all of my friends that cussing was wrong, and that was without the aid of the Holy Spirit but
of course we had no conviction and spoke how we pleased, every other word being a cuss word. It took me three days a
fter getting saved to realize that the cussing was gone, just dropped away like a scab.

I did smoke though, and not a single Scripture to tell me that was wrong, yet I knew it was and I was " convicted" by it. I 
was ashamed of it before my heavenly Father even although I felt no anger or dissapointment from Him. Do you know, t
hat made it worse. You see, His love for me increased my desire not to offend a Holy God. The conviction was made wo
rse by His love. I have come before the throne so many times expecting justice, desiring justice, to asuage my guilty fles
h, looking for a flogging if you like (because that is the way the flesh works). You know what I found before the throne of 
grace? Mercy. Justice and the law demands judgement, mercy triumphs over the law and we see no clearer picture of th
is than on Calvary.............bro Fran

I think the reason that this topic is worth fleshing out is because so many saints get wrapped up in the law ( hence Galati
ans) and get off track and almost wreck their walks. Condemnation and not conviction flow from it and there is a life and 
death difference between conviction and condemnation. One leads to spiritual life, the other to spiritual and sometimes a
ctual death.........bro Frank
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Re: , on: 2016/5/30 1:13
Appolus,
Previously on this thead I wrote this about my understanding of the law:
"The word "law" in psalms 19:7 means in proper translation instruction from God regarding our conduct. (law1)
The word "law" in Romans means the law given to Moses. (law2)
Law2 is a limited version of law1, because God is not personally present in it.
Regularly hearing and obeying law1 is our main job as christians.Paul tells the Romans that they should seek law1 beca
use law2 is not sufficient to keep them alive. However it has an important role: to lead us to Jesus."

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 1:16
After I got saved the Holy Spirit spoke to me about many things and then I would read about what the Holy Spirit told me
, in the scriptures. It was quite comforting and reassuring knowing that the author of the scriptures was telling me things 
before even reading about it in the Word. 

I actually came to the Lord based on the love and forgiveness of Christ. I already knew I was a sinner from my conscien
ce. The Holy Spirit was working in my heart that I needed Christ or the way I was going I would die soon and go to hell. 
Being a former Catholic I was raised with nothing but the law. It did not lead me to Christ, the love of God, did.

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 2:18
Appolus:"in all my years as a Christian I have never heard of a saint who could sin with impunity until they heard a
sermon." 
Neither did I. But I know from the bible that it is possible that a christian sins and doesn't know it. God does not want him
to have sinless perfection a week after his conversion, He is looking at the persons heart, obedience and willingness to
change. This is how it is possible to be clean and also being cleansed. Psalms 19:12 "...Cleanse me from my hidden
faults." 
1st John 1:7
"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin."
Romans 12:2 - "And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what  that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God."
John 15:1
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit.
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.
John 13:8-10
8...If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.
9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.
10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, bu
t not all.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/5/30 3:13
Tozsue posted  a text here 

15From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Chri
st Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for instruction, for conviction, for correction, and for training in rig
hteousness, 17so that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work.â€¦

Which is Cleary saying a few things if we are aware of it context.

One we know that when This letter was written ,there was only Old Testament as the concidered scriptures,also the wor
d conviction is used as the effect that the old scriptures  will have on the concence ,so this contradicts what frank and Bl
aine are saying about the law ..there's no real argument there if we just take the scripture for what it literally says ,

Also we see how Paul's mentions that Timothy had known this from infancy, and Paul talks in a positive light about that ,
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showing that timothey would have experienced its conviction and effects as he grew up ...

What I'm find very strange isn't that we have two or three brothers ,that are expecting us to denie the scripture ,and inste
ad except na Watered down version of preaching the truth about gospel and sin ,sin being transgression of the law ,,,,,th
is is quite-concerning..

And are more more or less implying they are write ,and every one else is wrong ,,when I say everyone else ,I mean me 
and others here like tuc and our sister and proud papa ,,,but also ,,the most asteamed saints that have ever were wrong 
in there eyes ,,, like tozer ,nÃ©e, weasly tinny ,Whitfield Edwards  Martin jones, David wilkinson ,,,,,,

What a great cloud of witness that we have that agree that the scripture including the law has it's pourpus to convict and 
conclud all under sin ,to stop every mouth ,,and that all the world becomes guilty before god

We seem to have the most flimsy and even helicical preachers that are the ones who clearly avoid  usesing the law  and
yet the most solid saint Cleary saw the nesasaty to preach law to convict the unrighteous...

Is it just me that sees a serious problem with this .....

I submit that one can not truly preach repentance from sin with out the moral law  one can not even explain what sin is w
ith the explaing that it is transgression of the law ,,and one can not propound the gospel in all its glory and graciousness 
,with out explaing what it really means to be a sinner and a rebel ,a law breaker ,one can not explaing the cross of Christ
in relation to the substitutionary atonement ,  for he became a curse on our behalf , for cursed is everyone who does not 
continue in the book of the law to do them ,and he bore the wrath of God in our place as law breakers ,and he  was born
 of a woman born under the law to redeem those who were under the law,  he lived the perfect life under the  , yet we fail
ed, in yet that life of Christ is imputed to us who believe .....

One can never explain the gospel with out explaining ,that we have broken the law of God ,that Christ never did .......

The gospel should never be watered down  , by taking a way the back drop of the darkness of sin and law breaking , for 
there in lies the glory of God and the love of God ,in all its raw beauty and power.....

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 3:25
Apollus,
I grew up in Hungary even decent people use little curses and stuff when they speak they don't even think about the me
aning.I am not talking about hardcore.

I liked your testimony about how you got saved from smoking, and that how much He loved you and never condemned y
ou even when you wanted to be condemned. I note three things about this story: 1. Your heart was already convicted yo
u did not need the law only love. 2. You were walking in the spirit and could hear the instruction (law) from the Holy Spirit
.3. you experienced the death of the flesh also. But this is not always the case with all the Christians. Sometimes they w
alk in the flesh and can't hear the Holy Spirit. They are not convicted about their sin but are rather careless. They really n
eed to be stirred up. That's when the preaching/reading of the law (as in will of God) can help them otherwise they would
just keep walking ignorantly in the flesh. At this point primarily they need the law (of course grace also)and as soon as th
eir heart is convicted they need the love and grace and have their flesh crucified.

I agree with the part about the conviction vs condemnation.

2nd Korinthians 7:10
For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

I believe that if the law is preached inspired by the Holy Spirit it brings about Godly sorrow, but when it is preached from 
the flesh it brings about condemnation.

It is inspiring to hear from you about life guided by the Holy Spirit, and have your views explained which I now completel
y understand. 
not the end times views though ;)
God Bless you,
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Zsuzsanna

Re: Tozsu, on: 2016/5/30 9:59
Sister when one looks at 2nd Corinthians 3:7-11 these words from Paul are seen,

...But if the ministry of death, on letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look int
ently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be ev
en more with glory? If the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in 
glory.  For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory because of the glory of that surpasses it...

The above passage is in The New American Standard translation is a little awkward to read. But the bottom line is the gl
ory of the old covenant has passed away. We are under a new covenant that has greater glory and remains to this day.  
In 2 Cor.2:6 Paul comments,

... who has made us as adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills but t
he spirit gives life...

For Paul to preach the law, he would have been a servant of the old covenant. But he regarded himself as a servant of t
he new covenant by preaching the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit. In 1st Corinthians 15:3-4 Paul writes,

...For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scripture
s, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the scriptures...

Paul also writes 1 Corithians 2:1-4,

...And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom proclaiming to you the testim
ony of God.  For I determined to know nothing among you accept Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  I was with you in wea
kness and in fear and in much trembling. And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of man, but on the power 
of God..

Dear sister what Paul was doing was preaching Christ crucified as a servant of the New Covenant in the power of the Sp
irit.  I think the early English Baptists got it right in their first confession in Artcle 25,

... The preaching of the gospel to the conversion of sinners is absolutely free; no way requiring an absolutely necessary, 
any qualification, preparation, or terrors of the law, or proceeding ministry of the law...

I am not placing confessions of faith on the par of scripture. But even the these early Baptist saw that it was sufficient to 
preach Christ and Christ alone for the salvation of sinners.  Trusting that the Holy Spirit would convict and draw those si
nners unto Christ Himself.

Simply my thoughts dear sister. Posted respectfully with His grace and gentleness.  Not law. :-)
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Re: , on: 2016/5/30 10:17
Tozsu,

You brought up an interesting point about sensitivity to conviction. 

"I believe that if the law is preached inspired by the Holy Spirit it brings about Godly sorrow, but when it is preached from
the flesh it brings about condemnation."

You see I agree entirely with that statement apart from one word, the law, which I would replace with the Word. Jesus sa
id in John 6..........

Joh 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and th
ey are life. 

You see sister, it is the words that Jesus spoke that are spirit and life. Peter follows up, Peter who grew up with " the law
," and says ...........

Joh 6:68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

Its all about Jesus and the Words He spoke. Remember, Jesus is the Word made flesh. His words are life. The old minis
try was a ministry of death for it was passing away, but the Lord's ministry is a ministry of life and it is eternal. 

Here is an interesting thing that you wrote which opens up another thought.......

1. Your heart was already convicted you did not need the law only love. 2. You were walking in the spirit and could hear 
the instruction (law) from the Holy Spirit.3. you experienced the death of the flesh also. But this is not always the case wi
th all the Christians. Sometimes they walk in the flesh and can't hear the Holy Spirit.

Again as explained above, I would replace the word law with the word. I grew up a Catholic with a Catholic education so 
I knew all about the law and rules and keeping them and failing and the condemnation. Religion needs the law, without t
he law there could be no religion and religion is based on self effort and either, depending on how well you keep it, cond
emnation or self-righteousness because of outward appearance. I think a better explanation sister may be baptism in the
Holy Spirit. I do agree that different people have different levels of conviction. Just as the woman at the feet of Jesus lov
ed much because she was forgiven much. I wonder why, when there is so much agreement between us, you insist on re
ferring to " the law." It seems so semantical when we are so close to agreeing on almost all things :) ..........bro Frank

 

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 10:38
I understand where sister Tozsu, at least I hope I do, is coming from. The law is I understand it, as the will of God wheth
er written or spoken or given by Jesus or the Spirit.

There is the old law which is heard by men still in the flesh, and the new law, which is heard and understood by men in t
he Spirit. It is the same, the will of God (but in OT times spoken figuratively) 

In the old way, men hear it and obey from the flesh, and do not generally know they are doing this. They do not have co
nviction yet that it must be kept perfectly otherwise they remain in the flesh. Jesus enables us to obey God's will as He o
beyed it. 

When a man is in the Spirit, he hears the will of God or the commandments in the NT, and does not obey them. Instead 
Jesus does the obeying. They are the law given to bring men to Christ, when they see that they need to be cleansed.

So a Christian can still call the comandments the law and not be referring to the laws given to Moses as such.

Jesus came not to destroy the law but to uphold it and this He does when He has the whole of ourselves entirely submitt
ed to Him.  
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Re: , on: 2016/5/30 11:26
Hi Brenda 

"Jesus came not to destroy the law but to uphold it and this He does when He has the whole of ourselves entirely submit
ted to Him."

He came to fulfill the law Brenda. You rightly identified the fact that those who live by the law must keep all of it otherwis
e they are a transgressor ( this is everyone) It could not be done. Jesus did it, thus fulfilling the law. Now, we live under g
race and mercy because of what Jesus did for us. Grace and mercy. Grace means unmerited favor. This is what initiate
d salvation and is apprehended by faith. Grace continues after salvation and is found before the throne, grace and merc
y. Mercy is forgiveness rather than judgement. 

This is how we live as saints, under grace and mercy. Is this a license to sin? God forbid as Paul said. To the unsaved r
eligious man who goes by the name of Jesus but in name only, it is a license to sin. They always want to know what the 
law is, what can they get away with. The true saint ever lives to serve his Lord and when he sins, and he will, he is deepl
y despondent. He comes reluctantly before the throne of grace and confesses his sin and there he finds mercy. The trou
ble comes when the enemy convinces him he has to first clean up his act before coming to the throne, he must first mak
e himself worthy.

He must overcome his sin using the law as his guide and the flesh as his strength. Once he has done this he can come t
o the throne. This is the fools errand. The key to overcoming sin is to come before the throne and confess before our Lor
d. It is raising our eyes to Jesus and confessing to the one full of mercy and grace that cleanses us from sin. If we were 
under the law we would have to suffer the consequences of breaking the law, spiritually speaking, but we come to the on
e who overcame for us............bro Frank

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 11:40
Frank

I agree with you here:

"The true saint ever lives to serve his Lord and when he sins, and he will, he is deeply despondent. He comes reluctantly
before the throne of grace and confesses his sin and there he finds mercy. The trouble comes when the enemy convinc
es him he has to first clean up his act before coming to the throne, he must first make himself worthy.

He must overcome his sin using the law as his guide and the flesh as his strength. Once he has done this he can come t
o the throne. This is the fools errand. The key to overcoming sin is to come before the throne and confess before our Lor
d. It is raising our eyes to Jesus and confessing to the one full of mercy and grace that cleanses us from sin."

I would add however, that the man must not just come and confess his sin, but must confess that he has not believed th
e scripture when it says that Jesus came to save us from sin, ALL sin, and that he has failed in seeking his own righteou
sness and not submit to the life of Christ within him so that he is obeying Him entirely. 

If we only come to confess each sin when convicted, we will never walk as He walked and the Lord will never have com
plete control. There are but two covenants and the walk of sinning, confessing then sinning again is still under the old la
w. The new delivers us from the old man.

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 12:12
Hi Brenda,

Well I am glad that we agree on what we agree on :) Let me disagree with the other part and of course this has been wel
l discussed many time before. 

I do also agree that we must not simply come before the throne to confess sins. Our love of our heavenly Father draws u
s to His throne room to fellowship with majesty. 

ps Peter had his feet cleaned by the Lord to wash the dirt of the day from him. When he said to the Lord that He should 
wash all of Him, Jesus told him that was not necessary, he was already clean. This is our pattern.

Page 40/48



Articles and Sermons :: I love the law - it is my best friend and personal trainer.

6. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, â€œLord, are you going to wash my feet?â€•

7 Jesus replied, â€œYou do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.â€•

8 â€œNo,â€• said Peter, â€œyou shall never wash my feet.â€•

Jesus answered, â€œUnless I wash you, you have no part with me.â€•

9 â€œThen, Lord,â€• Simon Peter replied, â€œnot just my feet but my hands and my head as well!â€•

10 Jesus answered, â€œThose who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you ar
e clean

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 12:26
appolus: "It seems so semantical when we are so close to agreeing on almost all things :)"
Here is the reason (of our perceived disagreement): You (and julius) had the law with you since childhood but without th
e Holy Spirit. You were like the early Jewish believers who grew up under the law. I grew up in a communist country not 
having the law only my conscience, like the gentile believers. The first thing that came to me was the conviction of the H
oly Spirit and grace. After I came to the Lord both the OT and the NT was like a huge gold mine to me of Gods will. I nev
er read the law without the Holy Spirit being with me and explaining it. I really did not know thoroughly what constituted s
in before. I was in a desperate need of food to renew my mind.
After a while the church I went to was not providing that food any more and I felt that I was distancing myself from the Lo
rd, I did not grow and walked in the flesh. Gradually went back to the "delicate" sins that I was ones clean from.
I did not care that I was sinning I did not even think of God. It was the preaching of the law (by the Holy Spirit) that revive
d me as someone who already experienced grace and love.

 

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 12:38
Hi Frank

We read in the following verses:

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. â€œDo you understand wh
at I have done for you?â€• he asked them. 

13 â€œYou call me â€˜Teacherâ€™ and â€˜Lord,â€™ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 

14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one anotherâ€™s feet. 

15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater tha
n his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 

17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

------------------------------------------------------------

So He was teaching them how to treat each other, not how to conduct themselves regarding sanctification.

He said that Judas was not clean but the others were, and as this was before Pentecost when the holy Spirit would trans
form them, I understand Him to have also meant that they were not partaking in the sin of Judas.
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Re:, on: 2016/5/30 12:58
Saints let me ask something here. Has there been a shifting in redemptive history from Moses to Christ?  Has there bee
n a shifting from the shadow to the substance?  Has there been a shifting from the letter to the Spirit?

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 13:01

Quote:
-------------------------by Tozsu on 2016/5/30 12:26:20

appolus: "It seems so semantical when we are so close to agreeing on almost all things :)"
Here is the reason (of our perceived disagreement): You (and julius) had the law with you since childhood but without the Holy Spirit. You were like the
early Jewish believers who grew up under the law. I grew up in a communist country not having the law only my conscience, like the gentile believers. 
The first thing that came to me was the conviction of the Holy Spirit and grace. After I came to the Lord both the OT and the NT was like a huge gold m
ine to me of Gods will. I never read the law without the Holy Spirit being with me and explaining it. I really did not know thoroughly what constituted sin 
before. I was in a desperate need of food to renew my mind.

After a while the church I went to was not providing that food any more and I felt that I was distancing myself from the Lord, I did not grow and walked i
n the flesh. Gradually went back to the "delicate" sins that I was once clean from.
I did not care that I was sinning I did not even think of God. It was the preaching of the law (by the Holy Spirit) that revived me as someone who alread
y experienced grace and love.
-------------------------

Hi Tozsu,

I can certainly appreciate where you are coming from. Yes, I had all the do's and don'ts drilled into me as a child growing
up, yet no power to fulfill any of them. In fact, just the opposite, they showed me how sinful I was and how strong the fles
h is, yet I grew up under a false security thinking that I was a member of the "one true church" and all I needed to do wa
s go to confession and my "sins" would be absolved by man. 

It certainly was not the preaching of the law that would have saved me, but the grace of God in Christ Jesus is what was
missing in my life. When I first heard the gospel, I did not think many people had heard of it. I never heard of the gospel 
of grace growing up in the U.S., I had to go overseas to hear about it from people of another nation. Not that I was lookin
g for God, but He was certainly looking for me. 

When I first heard about the unmerited forgiveness and grace of God, and the true Jesus (as opposed to the false one th
at is represented by the RCC), my heart melted and I could do nothing and wanted to do nothing else but receive Jesus i
nto my life.  

As I have been pondering your testimony, I realized that your path is completely understandable for one who never kne
w the law and in many cases was innocently doing things others would see as transgressions but God knows our hearts,
doesn't He?  :-)

I also have appreciated your postings and sense deep roots in the Lord. May we all continue to press ever deeper into H
im. 

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 14:54
HI Brenda,

Mat 6:15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Jesus was teaching His disciples the vital necessity of treating one an other as they have been treated by God. If God fo
rgives us then we must forgive others. This is further fleshed out by Jesus in the parable of the wicked servant who had 
been forgiven such a great debt but demanded payment of a much smaller debt from someone else..................bro Fran
k
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Re: , on: 2016/5/30 14:58
Zsuzsanna, can I ask you how long you have been saved for?.......bro Frank

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 16:20
25 but was half dead except the first and last 5.

Re:  - posted by dfella (), on: 2016/5/30 17:04
KEEPERS AND DOERS OF THE LAW

Matthew 19:17  And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wi
lt enter into life, KEEP the commandments.

John 14:15  If ye love me, KEEP my commandments.

John 14:21  He that hath my commandments, and KEEPETH them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall b
e loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

John 15:10  If ye KEEP my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments,
and abide in his love.

1 John 2:3  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we KEEP his commandments.

1 John 2:4  He that saith, I know him, and KEEPETH not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

1 John 3:22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we KEEP his commandments, and DO those things th
at are pleasing in his sight.

1 John 3:24  And he that KEEPETH his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abi
deth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

1 John 5:2  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and KEEP his commandments.

1 John 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we KEEP his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

Revelation 12:17  And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, whic
h KEEP the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 14:12  Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that KEEP the commandments of God, and the faith o
f Jesus.

Matthew 5:19  Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall DO and TEACH them, the same shall be called great in t
he kingdom of heaven.

Revelation 22:14  Blessed are they that DO his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may ent
er in through the gates into the city.

1 John 3:7  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that DOETH righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.

Romans 2:13  (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the DOERS of the law shall be justified.

James 1:23  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a DOER, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a gl
ass:

Those who are truly born again and regenerated by the Holy Spirit keep the law and the commandments of God NOT to 
be saved but because they ARE saved.
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Those who practice lawlessness or transgress the law of God will not inherit the Kingdom of God.

Our preaching of the Gospel must sometimes include the law to the proud and other times grace to the humble. We do n
ot preach the law to those whose hearts are already open and humble. And we do not preach grace to those whose hea
rts are hardened and rebellious.

If we are led by the Holy Spirit and we walk in the Spirit we will know which method to apply.

The danger of telling Christians and non Christians that we do not have to keep Gods commandments because of grace
will always lead people to take the path of least resistance and cave into sin because that is, was, and always will be the
ir nature. That is a pure flat out lie from the pit of hell.

Gods grace IS NOT unmerited favor. Gods grace is a divine enabling or divine empowering to KEEP and to DO Gods co
mmandments, law, word, and righteousness.

Mercy is unmerited favor. Another way of seeing and understanding Gods grace and mercy is that grace is God giving u
s what we do not deserve and mercy is God not giving us what we do deserve.

By the Holy Spirits power and enabling we overcome sin and put to death the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and t
he pride of this life. 

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 17:44
Hi David, you start out with the title, in bold no less

KEEPERS AND DOERS OF THE LAW.

Dramatic effect aside, you then go on and give Scripture after Scripture of why we should follow the commands of Jesus
which was already covered in a previous post from John 6. It is very important not to be confused with THE LAW and th
e commands of Jesus. ............bro Frank

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 17:54

Quote:
-------------------------by appolus on 2016/5/30 17:44:20

Hi David, you start out with the title, in bold no less

KEEPERS AND DOERS OF THE LAW.

Dramatic effect aside, you then go on and give Scripture after Scripture of why we should follow the commands of Jesus which was already covered in
a previous post from John 6. It is very important not to be confused with THE LAW and the commands of Jesus. .........
-------------------------

Amen, Frank!
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Re: , on: 2016/5/30 18:06
Oops. Accidental post.

Re: , on: 2016/5/30 18:15
Saints if I may I would like to pose my questions again.  Has there been a shifting in redemptive history from Moses to C
hrist?  Has there  been a shifting from the shadow to the substance?  Has there been a shifting from the letter to the Spir
it?  And I might add has there been a shifting from the law to the gospel? Has there been a shifting from Sinai to Calvary
?

Would anyone like to address these questions?  For I think the answer to these questions can very well answer what ha
s been discussed on this thread for the last few days.

Re:  - posted by dfella (), on: 2016/5/30 23:05
Frank,

No confusion at all I just do not see how one can separate the law of God from the commandments of God.

 

 

Re:  - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/5/30 23:43
Brother David wrote "Gods grace IS NOT unmerited favor. Gods grace is a divine enabling or divine empowering to KEE
P and to DO Gods commandments, law, word, and righteousness.

Mercy is unmerited favor. Another way of seeing and understanding Gods grace and mercy is that grace is God giving u
s what we do not deserve and mercy is God not giving us what we do deserve."

AMEN!!!
Spot on bro:)

Re: , on: 2016/5/31 0:05
Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside the promise to show people their sins. But the law was designed t
o last only until the coming of the child who was promised. God gave his law through angels to Moses, who was the med
iator between God and the people. GAL 3:19

Seems perfectly reasonable and understandable and is backed up by numerous other Scriptures. The law was designed
to last until Jesus would come and fulfill it. And fulfill He did. Then the law of God would be written upon the hearts of His
children. Righteousness would come the only way that it could come, from the inside out. The law, prior to the coming of
Jesus worked on the outside of men and could not produce righteousness. The Lord came and preached the royal law t
o the saints. No longer would there be an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. No longer would people be stoned, no l
onger would enemies be hated but now they would be loved and the saints would turn the other cheek.

This is higher and grander and above and beyond anything that had been written. This would require a new heart, one in
which God Himself would take up residence. This is the NT. This is the royal law, written upon the hearts of genuine sain
ts no longer confined and restrained by a written code but led and guided by God Himself. This is the mind blowing truth 
of the Gospel. Religion can never replicate it, religion can only follow a written code and of course not even be able to fol
low that.
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The religionists will worship their written codes of conduct, saints will worship the God who inhabits their very hearts and
breaks the shackles and chains of codes. Now their driving force to go above and beyond the rules given to men to cons
train them is the life and the love of Christ flowing through their veins. What the law could never do in its limitations, Jesu
s does by His infinite limitless power operating and abiding in the hearts of every single genuine saint............bro Frank

Re: What the Bible says about "LAW", on: 2016/5/31 0:35
Also, please check this link:  http://www.christinyou.net/pages/lawgod.html - The Law of God
A study of the Law of God, considering the purposes of the Law, and whether those purposes still apply to Christians tod
ay.

The sequel to The Law of God is The Grace of God.
http://www.christinyou.net/pages/gracegod.html

LAW
I. Some representative Biblical references to "Law"

   A. Old Testament
         Exod. 24:12 - "I will give you stone tablets with the law"
         Ps. 119:142 - "Thy Law is truth"
         Jere. 31:33 - "I will put My Law within them"
         Dan. 9:11- "all Israel has transgressed Thy Law"

   B. New Testament
         Matt. 5:17 - "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law..."
         Rom. 3:20 - "by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified"
         Rom. 7:7 - "Is the Law sin? May it never be!"
         Rom. 10:4 - "Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness"
         Rom. 13:10 - "love is the fulfillment of the law" (cf. Gal. 5:14)
         Gal. 5:18 - "you are not under the Law"

II. Explanation of the Biblical usage of "Law"

    A. Law in the Old Testament
         1. Hebrew word torah means "direction, guidance, instruction."
         2. Torah is used 220 times in Hebrew Old Testament.
         3. Synonymns of "Law" in Old Testament
              a. Commandment - Exod. 16:28
              b. Ordinance - Lev. 19:37
              c. Statute - Lev. 18:4,5
              d. Admonition - Neh. 9:34
              e. Precept - Ps. 119:168
              f. Decree - Ps. 2:7

    B. Law in the New Testament
         1. Greek word for "law" is nomos.
              a. Greeks used the word for social law.
              b. Used 196 times in Greek New Testament.
         2. Nomos used to refer to Old Testament law.
              a. Entire Old Testament - John 10:34;12:34; 15:25
              b. First five books - Lk. 24:44; Rom. 3:21
              c. Mosaic law; Decalogue - Rom. 5:13,14; Gal. 3:17

III. Judaism interpreted "Law" as a legal codification of behavioral standards
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    A. Law became regulations of external behavioral activity.

    B. Theological categorizations of behavior
         1. Religious, ceremonial, ritual, cultic.
         2. Civil, social, political, judicial.
         3. Moral, ethical, personal, individual.

IV. Purposes of the "Law" within the historical intents of God

   A. Instrumental purpose of the Law.
         1. To reveal the character of God
         2. To reveal sin - Rom. 3:20; 7:7,13
              a. Not to promote sin - Rom. 5:20; 7:9; I Cor. 15:56
         3. To reveal the coming of Messiah/Savior - Preparational
              a. Pictorial.
                   (1) Promises - Rom. 1:2; 3:21; 16:26
                   (2) Shadows - Heb. 8:5; 9:9; 10:1; 11:19
              b. Custodial.
                   (1) "In custody" - Gal. 3:23
                   (2) Paidagogos - Gal. 3:24
                          (a) Guardian, attendant
                          (b) Not educator, teacher, tutor

    B. NO behavioral purpose of the Law.
         1. Law pertained to human behavioral practice, but there was not a divine behavioral purpose.
         2. Religious and political man tries to use God's law for functional, behavioral, moral 
             purposes.

    C. NO vital purpose of the Law.
         1. God's Life not made available in God's Law.
              a. Not in Scripture - John 5:39,40
              b. Not in Law - Gal. 3:21
              c. Other verses to consider - Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:12; Rom. 7:10
         2. God's Righteousness not made available in God's Law.
              a. Jewish religionists thought there was righteousness in the law - Rom. 10:3; Phil. 3:6,9.
              b. Paul denies - Rom. 3:20,28; 10:4; Gal. 2:16,21; 3:11; 5:4

V. New Covenant perspective of the Law

    A. Affirmation of the Law.
         1. Jesus and the Law.
              a. Born under the law - Gal. 4:4
              b. Disassociated Himself from Law - Jn 8:17; 10:34; 15:25
              c. Reinterpreted Law - Matt. 5:21-48
              d. Added to Law - John 13:34
         2. Law in the rest of the New Testament - Rom. 3:31; 7:12,14,16; 8:4; I Cor. 7:19; Gal. 3:21; 
              James 4:11; I Jn. 2:3,4; 3:4; 5:2,3

    B. Abrogation of the Law.
         1. Inadequacy of the Law
              a. No life - Gal. 3:21
              b. No righteousness - Rom. 3:20,28; Gal. 2:16,21
              c. No freedom - Acts 13:29
              d. No perfection - Heb. 7:11,12,18,19;8:7
         2. Temporality of the Law - Heb. 7:24; 8:13; II Cor. 3:11; Rom. 10:4
         3. Abolishing of the Law
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              a. Objective - Eph. 2:14,15; Col. 2:13,14
              b. Subjective
                  (1) Dead to the Law - Rom. 7:4,6; Gal. 2:19; Col. 2:20
                  (2) Released from the Law - Rom. 7:6
                  (3) Not under Law - Gal. 3:25; I Cor. 9:20; Rom. 6:14,15;6:14,15; Gal. 5:18

    C. Application of the Law.
         1. What purpose would it serve? Instrumental? Behavioral? Vital?
         2. To whom would it apply? Jews? Non-Christians? Christians?
         3. How should Christians view the Law?
              a. Connection
              b. Appreciation
              c. Not repudiation
              d. Not legalism
         4. The divine directive of God.
              a. Christ, the living Torah
                  (1) Law of Christ - I Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2
                  (2) law of faith - Rom. 6:14
                  (3) law of Spirit - Rom. 8:2
                  (4) perfect law - James 1:25
                  (5) law of liberty - James 1:25;2:12
                  (6) royal law - James 2:8
                  (7) law written on hearts -Heb. 8:10;10:16
              b. Law fulfilled in Christian-Rom. 8:4; 13:8,10; Gal. 5:14; 6:2
                  (1) Grace of God
                  (2) Ontological dynamic of Jesus Christ
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