
Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters , on: 2016/5/29 13:41
Sunday. May 29. 2016

"Let us be on the side of those who sit in jails and are sentenced to death for their faith. Let us pray for them and help th
em."

--- Richard Wurmbrand ---

Re: Of Those Persecuted, on: 2016/5/30 6:04
Monday, May 30, 2016

"The message I bring from the underground church is don't abandon us!  Don't forget us! Don't write us off! Give us the t
ools we need! We will pay the price for using them!  This is the message I have been charged to deliver to the free churc
h.  I speak for the underground church, the silenced church, the "dumb" church which has no voice to speak."

--- Richard Wormbrandt ---

"Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.

--- Dietrich Bonhoeffer---

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
For the rights of those who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly;
Defend the rights of the poor and needy.

--- Proverbs 31:8-9 ---

Re: Tuesday, May 31, 2016, on: 2016/5/31 4:06
I remember something to the effect below in a VOM magazine. Unfortunately I do not have the magazine now.  So what 
is below is only a rough approximation of what I remember reading.  Thus the lack of quotation marks.  But here is what 
I remember. It made a profound impact on me.

...The Nigerian believers can not articulate the finer points of the Calvinist Arminian debates.  But when a jihadist comes 
waving a machete and demands that they recite the Islamic shahada, but the Nigerian believers respond and say "No.  J
esus is Lord."  Suddenly their theology becomes very deep...

...From a VOM Medical Missionary...

Re: Tuesday, June 2, 2016, on: 2016/6/2 7:10
Somalia is a nation with less than 300 Jesus followers.. This against a backdrop of several million Muslims and the jihadi
st group El-shabab.  Precious saints have been martyred and spilled their blood in Somalia for following Christ. 

Here is a prayer request from one dear sister from that nation. Please notice her prayer request is not to be delivered fro
m the evil that is in Somalia. 

"Please pray that we may bear the weight of living for the kingdom in Somalia."

Brothers and sisters let us remember the prayer request of this dear sister. Let us remember the persecuted in Somalia 
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and around the world in our prayers.

Remembering those slain for the Lamb.

Re: Friday, June 3, 2016, on: 2016/6/3 6:56
"For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ"
...2 Cor.1:5

...The Apostle Paul...

This morning I learned that a brother who is a Bible translator in the Middle East lost his dear wife and two of his five chil
dren in a grenade attack launched by jihadists.  This brother thought that he had his wife and children in a safe house. B
ut evidently the jihadists found the house. And three of his family members were ushered into the presence of Jesus. Th
e brother had a heart passion to bring the New Testament into the vernacular all the people that were on his heart.

Please keep this brother in your prayers that just as he is sharing the abundant sufferings of Jesus. This brother will also
share the abundant comfort that Jesus also brings.

I forgot to add the dear brother's name is Stephen.  His name is in honor of the first martyr of Jesus.

In honor of those who are slain for Jesus.

Re: Saturday, June 4, 2016, on: 2016/6/4 7:32
When asked how to pray. Believers in persecution say,

"Pray for our persecutors.  That they will come to know Jesus through our sufferings. Don't pray that we be safe. Don't pr
ay that we be out of prison. But pray that we stay true to the name of Jesus. Even if it cost us our lives."

... And now, behold, bound by the Spirit I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, except
that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. But I do not consider
my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord J
esus, to testify solemnly of the Gospel of the grace of God...Acts 20:22-24

Let us also pray that our brothers and sisters will finish well the race that is set before them. That race of testifying of the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to even their persecutors.

Re: Monday, June 6, 2016, on: 2016/6/6 6:38
"It is easy to die for Jesus.  But it is harder to live for Jesus every day. To live for Jesus every day means you die everyd
ay."

---Pastor J from Pakistan---

If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny Himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me...Luke 9:23

---The Lord Jesus Christ---
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I die daily...1 Corithiabs 15:31

---The Apostle Paul---

Re: Tuesday, June 7, 2016, on: 2016/6/7 5:15

Why do we pray for the persecuted church?

We pray because their faithfulness inspires us.
We pray because we feel their pain.
We pray because Scripture tells us to.
We pray because it strengthens the persecuted 
church.
We pray because they are our family.
We pray because they are our brothers and sisters.

...Source unknown...

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and p
etition for all the saints,

...Ephrsians 6:18...

Re: , on: 2016/6/7 14:50
Because we feel we are bound with them. We are one Body.

Heb 13:3  Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves
also in the body.

Re: , on: 2016/6/7 15:01
Why do we pray for the persecuted Church?

Because we love them.

... Let love of the brethren continue...Hebrews 13:1

Re: Wednesday, June 8. 2016, on: 2016/6/8 4:59

" Our prayers can go where we cannot... there are no borders, no prison walls, no doors that are closed to us when we p
ray."

---Brother Andrew---

A dear sister who escaped from North Korea was asked how did she endure the prison.  Hiw did she endure the death c
amps.  Her simple response was, "I felt the prayers of the saints."
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The heart cry of our persecuted brothers and sisters would be along with that of the Apostle Paul,

... Remember my imprisonment... Colossians 4:18

This day may we remember those in chains. May we remember those in the shadow of the cross. May they feel our pray
ers this day.

Re: Thursday, June 9, 2016, on: 2016/6/8 22:31
Duplicate poat.

Re: Thursday, June 9, 2016, on: 2016/6/8 22:31
Our persecuted brothers and sisters have a different understanding of living in persecution.  They understand what it is t
o lay all down for Jesus. The following story is true. This is transcribed from a video from Voice of the Martyrs.

What Does it Mean to be a Christian in Syria?

We were praying for revival believing God would do a big work in Syria.  Then the war came.  Now the terrorists started 
attacking Christian homes, churches, and even our children.  Their goal is to empty Syria of its Christians.  We hate the 
spirit of Islam that is destroying our country. But we love our Muslim Neighbors. They come to us and say in the name of
our god, terrorists rape and kill. Where is God? We tell them about Jesus. And many are coming to know Him. Still other
s say we are like living in hell.

Liena's Prayer

One day while I was praying. I asked God. What He would have me do to be His witness.  But He only asked me, will yo
u give me your life?  As I prayed, I understood he wanted all of me. And I said yes. If the time came. I was willing to die f
or Jesus.

The next day while I was praying I asked God God again what he would have me do.  This time he asked me. Are you w
illing to give me your husband's life?  It is not easy to be ready to die. My husband and I prayed about this together. We 
said yes to God.

The third day was the most difficult. On this day God asked me if I was willing to give up my children's lives. The terrorist
s know who we are. That we share Jesus with Muslims. It is not safe for our family. My husband and I prayed and fasted
. And together we agreed God gave us our precious children. He has the freedom to take them back.

When we agreed to put our children on the altar. I knew I had to tell them the truth. I told them that it was possible men 
with swords may come through our door. Men who don't know Jesus. They may say bad things to us and try to force us t
o convert to Islam. But no matter what they say. We should not answer them. We should only tell them that Jesus loves t
hem. That we forgive them. I told them that we might see some blood and have some pain. But it would only be for a littl
e while. That we should just close our eyes. And that when we open them we will be with Jesus.

Am I a good mother to have to tell my children such things? I also told them that as God wants us to be safe that we will 
be safe. That he is in control. Even during the bloodshed. During the killing. He is carrying hour future.

This is what it means to be a Christian in Syria.
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Or is this what it means to be a Christian?

It is my understanding this family refused offers for asylum in Europe. After fasting and praying they believed God had c
alled them to stay and be a witness for Jesus in Syria.  I do not know if the family is still alive. They may be with Jesus. T
he video was posted by Voice of the Martyrs two years ago.

The video can be viewed on YouTube under Leina's Prayer.  The video contains graphic content in that there are reenac
tments of atrocities by Johadists.  Thus the video may not be suitable for younger minds.  However the video is far more 
powerful than the text above.

This story has been resonating in my heart all afternoon. I am questioning whether I know what it means to be a Christia
n in my comfortable American lifestyle.  God grant that I may lay it all down as this precious family did.

"No man is a fool to give up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."

... Jim Elliot, Martyred Missionary, Attempting to Reach Others for Christ...

May we keep this family and others like them in our thoughts and prayers.

Re: , on: 2016/6/9 0:47
Blaine,
   Yeah, I actually played that video (among others from VOM, Open Doors, etc.) for our fellowship about 6 months or so
ago when I shared from the Word & testimonies on the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 
    God Bless,
                  Jeff

Re: Friday, June 10, 2016, on: 2016/6/10 5:45
"When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die."

--- Dietrich Bonhoeffer---

Our sister Liena asked God what He would have her do to be a witness for Him.  In essence she was asking God what 
He would have her do to be a "martyr" for Him. I do not know if this was the original intent of her prayer.  But both she an
d her dear husband had to work out laying everything down for the Lord Jesus Christ. Even their own lives.  Even that of
one another. And that of their precious children.

In the Greek the word "martyr" means witness. Both words can be used interchangeably in the New Testament.  

In Acts 1:8 Jesus tells his disciples that they would be His witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and ev
en to the remotest part of the earth.  Though the disciples did not realize it at the time. Jesus was giving them a propheti
c declaration that they would be His martyrs in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.  History has borne that all of the Apostles save one died a violet martyr's death.  They did this testifying of t
he Lord Jesus Christ. They died being a witness of Him.

For the last two thousand years the believing Church of the Lord Jesus Christ has shed her blood. This blood has been t
he seed of many coming to faith in the Lord Jesus. Tertullian writes that the blood of the martyr is the seed of the church
. Jesus taught that unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies it remains alone. But if it dies it bears much fruit
.

The year 2015 saw many martyrs enter into the presence of Christ.  Some even on the shores of America. Last year in F
ebruary we were gripped by 21 believers in the Lord Jesus Christ shedding their blood on the shores of Libya.
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Last summer, 12 members of a ministry team were horribly martyred by ISIS. A father had to endure the pain and agony
of watching his 12 year old son having his fingernail tips cut off. Then being horribly beaten and later martyred. All to get 
the father to renounce his faith in Christ.  Two sisters were taken to another location and horribly violated. All the while th
e sisters were praying for their persecutors to know Jesus. All the while the sisters were telling the persecutors we forgiv
e you. All of this made the persecuted even more angry. All the members of the ministry team were eventually martyred 
not having denied their faith in Jesus. All of them confessing His name in the end. 

That day when 21 believers died. They died with the name of Jesus on their lips. That day the enemy was defeated  and
Jesus got the victory.

That day when 12 members of a ministry team were martyred. Satan was defeated. And Jesus got the victory.

This has been the testimony of the church down through the sges. The persecuted church is not a defeated church. But i
t is a victorious church.  For it is a church that has overcome Satan because of the blood of the Lamb, because of the w
ord of their testimony, and because they did not love their life even when faced with death.

At the end of Leina's prayer she says this is what it means to be a Christian in Syria. The video then asks a question of u
s. Is this what it means to be a Christian for us in other parts of the world?  Are we called to take up our cross and to lay 
it down for Jesus? Are we called to be a martyr for Jesus?

Brother Blaine

Re: Saturday, Jube 11, 2016, on: 2016/6/11 6:41

.. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not fro
m ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed, perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; always caring about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be man
ifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus sake, so that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  So death Works in us, but life in you...2 Cor. 4: 7-11.

I heard a brother from a restricted nation say that it is easy to die for Christ in an instant. But the challenge for the persec
uted church is to continually live for Christ. For the persecuted believer must die daily with the constant threat of persecu
tion as a reality of his everyday life. Thus the persecuted believer must die to the expectations of saving his own life. Re
alizing that each day his life is in the hands of the Lord Jesus Christ. Each day  could very well be his last day on earth.

This brother went on to remark that he must treat each day as if it were his last day on earth. Which given the nation he 
comes from cuuld very well be the case. Thus he tries to live each day reaching as many people for the Lord Jesus Chri
st as he can.

... For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain...Phil. 1:21

... I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,who loved me, and gave Himself up for me...Gal. 2:20

My brothers and sisters are we living each day as if it were our last day on earth?

Brother Blaine
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Re:  - posted by billy1980 (), on: 2016/6/11 14:18
Brother Blain, thankyou for posting these truths. 

Re: Bilky , on: 2016/6/11 19:17
Brother you are most welcome. I pray this thread continues to be a blessing to you and to others who read it. Initially it w
as meant to be a collection of quotations and scriptures to draw awareness to the persecuted church.  But as I started s
haring on the thread I realized the persecuted were speaking to my heart. Thus I have tried to convey what they were sa
ying to me here on this thread.

So anyway my brother you are most welcome and pray the thread will continue to be a blessing to you and others. But I 
do pray that it will draw attention to our persecuted brothers and sisters. And also raise more awareness and prayer on t
heir behalf. But I also pray this thread will be their voice to us.  And what they would say to us in the midst of their sufferi
ngs.

Brother I have no pipeline to the persecuted. Thus what I hear is how they speak to my heart in the midst of their sufferin
gs. And in a sense I think that they are speaking to all of our hearts.

My brother much grace and blessing be upon you from Jesus.

Re: Sunday, Juky 11, 2016, on: 2016/6/12 6:44
...So death works in us, but life on you...2 Corithinians 4:10

A brother once remarked to me that one hour spent in the presence of someone who has undergone persecution will ex
pose the shallowness of our Western Christian faith.  Recently I had the blessing of meeting a pastor from the front lines
of a restricted nation. Being in his presence I have found this to be true. This simple man's faith put my Western-style Ch
ristianity to shame.

As we read about the persecuted in times past and present. Indeed on those rare occasions when we meet them. We fin
d that our western style Christian faith is indeed put to shame  because we have is a head knowledge of Jesus.  But so
mehow very little heart knowledge of Him.

But I have found that there is another side of meeting a persecuted brother or sister. Or reading about such. We see in t
hem a life. Like that which manifests the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. There's something in there Chri
st centered lives that calls out to hungry hearts in the West. There is something in the lives of persecuted brothers and si
sters that hungry hearts in the west long for. I believe what those hungry hearts are longing for is more of an authentic re
lationship with Jesus Christ.

As death works in the lives of our persecuted brothers and sisters. As they lay down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ 
and their fragrant aroma calls out to our hearts. Their fragrant aroma is speaking life to us that long for more than just th
e mediocrity of western-style Christianity. For those remnants saints that are seeking a deeper walk With Jesus. The he
art knowledge of Jesus, the persecuted brothers and sisters have, calls out for us to have that same relationship with Hi
m.

And indeed we can have that same relationship with Him.  But it requires the same cost that our brothers and sisters in r
estricted nations pay. And the cost is a cross.  Paul, and our persecuted brothers and sisters, would echo Philippians 3:1
0-11,

... that I may know him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His de
ath, in order that I made it to the resurrection from the dead...

Paul wrote the above verse as he was in one of the Nero's jails in Rome.  Yet even in the fellowship of the sufferings of J
esus. Paul cried out for more of Him.  Our brothers and sisters in the midst of their sufferings cry out for more of Jesus.  
And something of their cries echo in our hearts that we want more of Jesus. We want more of Jesus as they want more 
Jesus. But to have more of Jesus will require us to pay a price. And that price will be to lay it all down for Him. But is He 

Page 7/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

not worth counting all things as loss for the surpassing value to know Him.

The persecuted church thinks such. That in the midst of their sufferings they want more of Jesus.  Indeed let that be the 
cry of our heart. To want more of Jesus. Even the price that we pay will be well worth it.  For this is what our persecuted 
brothers and sisters are praying for us.  This is what their sacrifice is speaking to us. Their prayers and sacrifice at the cr
oss are speaking life into our hungry hearts.

Lord Jesus as our persecuted brothers and sisters cry out for more of You. Let that also be the cry of our hearts this day.
 Let us die to ourselves so that You may live in us.  Let us die to the things of this world. So that Jesus will dwell in our h
earts richly. For I ask this in your blessed name. Amen.

Re: A Further Reflection..., on: 2016/6/12 9:31
" The Lord does not call us to be masters of theology or doctrine but followers and disciples of Him."

...Brother Greg Gordon...

The above quote posted by brother Greg yesterday has really been resonating in my heart.  It seems the more I camp in
the fellowship of the persecuted brothers and sisters, the less important theology becomes.

Just a further thoughts for reflection.

Re: Sunday Evening, June 12, 2016, on: 2016/6/12 19:00
"The 20th century is to be pre-eminently a century of mission to the Muslims.

... Samuel Zwemher, Bahrain 1902...

An underground church planter in the Middle East was asked how he handled persecution. This was his response.

"Working for Jesus in the Middle East there are many great risk. Persecution is a part of the Christian life. So it is my ho
nor if I can experience part of the Christian Life. Serving is my love, not my job.  Serving is a grace for me. If God gives t
his honor. But first God, and second the people who are going to hell, are worth it.  Jesus told us that I will send you as L
ambs between the wolves"...

... Underground Kingdom worker in the Middle East...

The most favorite prayer to pray is the 23rd Psalm. The most popular prayer that is prayed is The Lord's Prayer.  The lea
st prayed prayer is the one found below,

... The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into Hi
s harvest..Matthew 9:37-39

My brothers and sisters why are we not praying this prayer above?  For that matter why are we not going to the Harvest
?
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Re: Monday Morning, June 13. 2016, on: 2016/6/13 5:07
... I also say to you that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpow
er it...Matthew 16:18

... Behold I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves... Matthew 1
0:16

A church worker in the Middle East comments that sheep are dumb animals. They do not know any better. 

It just occurred to me this morning that Jesus is using us dumb sheep to build his church.  When one thinks on this it is p
retty scary.  Yet in parts of the world this is known as the persecuted church. :-)

The other amazing scary thing is. It will be the sheep that will overcome the wolves.  That should cause us a step back a
nd wonder at the marvelous wisdom of God.  At His marvelous wisdom of how He is building His church. This we call th
e persecuted church.

... Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His judgments and unfa
thomable His ways!... Romans 11:33

To God be the glory!

Re: Tuesday Morning, June 14, 2016, on: 2016/6/14 5:07
Brothers and sisters in persecuted nations have to ask the hard questions. They deal with questions that we believers in 
America have yet to deal with. The following from a church leader in the Middle East illustrate what I'm talking about.

"There are people, that our brothers and sisters that I talk to all the time.  And they are very close to me. They almost fee
l and in some ways even closer to me, then my natural sisters and brothers and family and immediate family.  And I hav
e to think about this saying, what if we are all together one day, and radical Muslims break our door down and they start 
raping all the girls in there.  What what I think, and even what was crazier I went and asked one of them.  What do you t
hink or what are you going to do if a guy, not just one guy, what if they come and gang rape you? What are you going to 
do at that moment?

And this ex radical Muslim said to me.  That now a follower, a passionate follower of Christ, a fiery follower of Christ, sai
d.  I have given up my rights. I have given up my position. I have given up everything for Jesus. I have given up my desir
es. I have even given up my future.

And at that moment when they come and rape me I will close my eyes and say now I offer my body as a living sacrifice f
or you as it just says in Romans 12:1.

And when that girl said that to me, that blew my mind. How someone can go to the secret place of their heart and find Je
sus at that moment when they are getting raped and say Lord on my knees I offer you my body as a Living sacrifice.

And that's what God is doing to radical female Muslims. He is transforming them into radical insane, crazy Christians, th
at I mean, you can't put into words what that girl said.  And how perfectly deep what she said, and how strong, and what 
grace must be on her life that she could say that so strongly and so confidently to say at that moment. I will picture Jesu
s and say now I give you my body."...

... Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual service of worship... Romans 12-1

I have heard of those dear saints offering their bodies up as sacrifices and being martyred for Christ. I never thought abo
ut this in the context of a sister being raped by Muslims.  But this did happen when two sisters from a ministry team wher
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e horribly abused by those of ISIS.  Yet these sisters kept telling their attackers they forgave them.  And were praying for
them in the midst all of their being horribly violated. Somehow their sacrifice was a sweet aroma to Jesus.

Re: Tuesday Evening, June 14, 2016, on: 2016/6/14 19:30
... Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave himself u
p for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma...Ephesians 5:1-2

As I continue to reflect upon the sister who said that if she was raped she would offer her body willingly as a sacrifice to 
Jesus. I thought of Jesus Himself on the cross.  Jesus was physically beaten. He was left half naked hanging on the cro
ss. He was humiliated. He willingly offered himself as a sacrifice for us. He did this out of love. And yet God accepted Hi
s sacrifice as a fragrant aroma. So is it any wonder that this sister would be willing to offer her body to her Savior as a fr
agrant sacrifice to Him.

As the brother said. This should blow our minds. And hopefully enlarge our hearts.

Re: Wednesday Morning, June 15, 2016, on: 2016/6/15 7:11
... Now there was some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast; and they came to Philip, who w
as from Bethesda of Galilee, and began to ask him saying, "Sir we wish to see Jesus."  Philip came and told Andrew; An
drew and Philip came and told Jesus.  And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of man to be 
glorified. Truly truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it does, it 
bears much fruit. He who loves his life, loses it, but he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.  If anyone
serves Me, He must follow Me; and where I am, there and My servant will be also; if anyone serves me, the Father will h
onor Him...John 12:20-26

We hear much about the marvelous miracles that God is doing in restricted nations.  Muslims, in particular, are having dr
eams and visions that are drawing them to the Lord Jesus Christ.  In nations such as Pakistan the healing of one Muslim
from an incurable disease can result in 50 more coming to Christ. A Pakistani pastor  commented on our call, that believ
ers in Pakistan have been told that Muslims have to be reached with miracles.  And this is happening.

I heard a pastor from Pakistan comment several years ago that s Western trained doctor when faced with a Muslim who 
has an incurable disease will remark to that person I cannot do anything for you. But go to the Christians they can heal y
ou.  And this testimony has been borne out time and again. Often the healings resulting in them coming to Christ.

But against this backdrop of marvelous grace that God is showing in signs and wonders to draw Muslims to Him. There i
s also the cross. A Muslim one day may be healed of a disease to bring them to Christ. Or a Muslim  may have a dream 
or a vision of Jesus to bring them to Christ. May very well the next day be called to give their life for him. They may be c
alled to lay down their lives for Jesus in the ultimate act of sacrificial love for Him.

A church planter who works in the Middle East has seen both sides of the story. Or I should say both sides of the cross. 
This church planter commented that he has seen those healed of diseases. He has seen those having demons driven o
ut. He has seen people set free from the darkness of Islam.  He has scene people transferred from the kingdom of darkn
ess into the kingdom of the light and love of Jesus.

But then this church leader has also seen those who suffer in the shadow of the cross for Jesus. Even those unto martyr
dom.

This church leader commented,

..."God's love language to us his grace. Our love language to God is obedience. Even obedience to death"...

..."Come to Jesus and expect to be a sacrifice"...Joseph Tsom

Of Those Persecuted
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Re: Thursday Morning, June 16, 2016, on: 2016/6/16 6:28
... You are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, c
ared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human he
arts...2 Corinthians 2:2-3

An American pastor had been invited by the Chinese underground church to come and preach to the persecuted brethre
n.  After he preached a series of messages in one house church the congregation started singing. His interpreter told thi
s pastor that they were singing, "We do not listen to sermons. We do not listen to sermons. We do not listen to sermons.
"

Needless to say the pastor was quite offended  wondering why did he leave his family and his church. Why did he travel 
several thousand miles to preach to the underground church. Only to have them sing, " We do not listen to sermons."  A
s these thoughts were going through the pastor's mind, his interpreter then added the second part to the song they were 
singing, "We are the sermon. We are the sermon. We are the sermon.."  I'm pretty sure the pastor repented of his thinkin
g after hearing the second part of that song.

There is no denying that our persecuted brothers and sisters love the word of God. I daresay they love it far better than 
we do in the west. And they are willing to risk their lives to own a copy of the precious scriptures. They are even willing t
o die for owning such a copy of the scriptures in places such as North Korea.

Men such as William Tyndale died for bringing the scriptures into the vernacular of the people.

But the persecuted church take it one step further in that the scriptures aren't something that they merely read or memori
ze or study.  They do not have the luxury of going to seminaries or engaging in online forums about esoteric theology.  T
o the persecuted church the scriptures are the Word of Christ Himself.

To brothers and sisters in restricted nations the Word of God is Christ himself dwelling in them. They take the scriptures 
and incarnate the Word of God into their hearts.  That's why the Chinese house church believers can sing "We do not lis
ten to sermons.  We are the sermon."

To the persecuted Church the Word of God is the Christ himself living in their hearts. They take the word of God and me
morize and meditate on it to where it gets into their core being. And thus they become that living letter of Christ. They be
come those vessels of authetic Christianity.

There's been a lot of give-and-take in the Forum lately of the authority of scriptures. There have been debates over whic
h translation is the most superior to use in one's walk with Christ.  Our persecuted brothers and sisters would say to us i
n the West. Are you are abiding in the Word of God? Are you abiding in Christ?  Jesus is the Word of God.

Only by abiding in Christ and His word abiding in them do the persecuted endure.  On then by us abiding in Christ and H
is word abiding in us will we endure what is yet to come. 

I believe our persecuted brothers and sisters would pray this prayer out of Psalm 119:17,

Deal bountifully with your servant,
That I may live and keep your word (Jesus)

Brothers and sisters let that be our prayer today also.

...Of Those Persecuted...
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Re: Friday Morning, June 17th, 2016, on: 2016/6/17 6:27
Job 23:12

I have not departed from the command of His lips,
I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.

Believers in Eritrea are imprisoned in shipping containers. These are basically metal coffins that are hot in the day and c
old at night night. They have very little ventilation.  Some of our brothers and sisters have died in these metal coffins.

There's a brief time during the day when the doors of these containers are open so that those imprisoned may go to the t
oilet facilities. There's a welcome breath of fresh air.  But there will be some saints who will quickly pull out scraps of pap
er and read them real quickly. These scraps of paper contain precious scriptures. These scraps of paper are circulated fr
om believer to believer. These are the words of life that believers cling to to give them hope in the terrible conditions in w
hich they endure.  

These scraps of paper become more precious to the believers than even their physical food, what little they get. The scr
aps of paper contain the Living Word to sustain those in prison for their faith in Jesus Christ.

Let us remember those in prison for their faith in Jesus Christ. Let us pray that they have access to the Living Word. Let 
us pray for those believers that meditate on the verses on those scraps of paper lodge in their heart to strengthen and e
ncourage them in the trials in which they endure.  Let us remember those imprisoned in Eritrea in our prayers. And those
in prison for their faith in Christ around over the world.

...Of Those Persecuted...

Re: Friday Evening, June 17th, 2016, on: 2016/6/17 20:49
... Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babies, long for
the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord...
1 Peter 2:1-2

I have seen in the VOM magazine pictures of North Korean believers who will be huddled under a cover reading the wor
d of God. They may have a small candle or perhaps a penlight. They cover themselves so as to not attract the attention 
of the secret police.  For to own a copy of scriptures in North Korea is punishable by imprisonment or even death. If a be
liever in North Korea is imprisoned. Two other generations of his family will also be imprisoned. That would be their pare
nts. themselves, and their children.  Yet North Korean believers are willing to risk even their lives to own a copy of the pr
ecious word of God.

Even in Eritrea. If a believer is caught in the shipping container possessing one of the scriptures on the slips of paper me
ntioned this morning. They could be beaten and tortured.

There are elderly saints in China who have never owned a copy of the word of God. When these dear saints receive thei
r first Bible. Tears will fill their eyes and they will hug and caress that Bible as if it were gold itself. Indeed this is the preci
ous word of God that is more precious than gold.

Persecuted brothers and sisters value of the word of God perhaps far more than we do in the West. We have Bible trans
lations and Bible apps. But the question is how much tine do we spend in the word of God.  It seems that we spend far 
more time debating which translation of the word of God is to be used. Or spend far more time debating the contents of t
he word of God then in reading it.
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I have read of fellowships in the Middle East. These precious Believers may have only the New Testament. Ywt their Ne
w Testaments will be well-worn. Almost falling apart. A testimony to the believer who has diligently read and hungered fo
r that word.

Brothers and sisters let us pray that the persecuted will have access to the word in both the written and digital form. Let 
us pray that they will have access to the word in the oral form. Let us pray that the word of God will penetrate the darkne
ss that the persecuted find themselves in. Let us pray that the persecuted will be strengthened by Him who is the word.  
Let us also pray that we will hunger for the word as they do.

...... Of Those Persecuted.......

Re: Saturday Morning, June 18, 2016, on: 2016/6/18 4:24
... He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called the Word of God... Revelation 19:13

John MacArthur shares about an experience in England. His host showed him a martyr's Bible. These were Bibles that 
were dipped in the blood of slain saints.  Those who had been slain for the word of God and their faith in Jesus. Those w
ho had been slain because of the testimony they had maintained. Even being faithful to death.  Many of these saints pro
bably were slain during the reign of her who was called Bloody Mary.

As John MacArthur picked up the Bible reverently. He saw that this Bible had been used. The pages were dog-eared an
d tear stained.  And he saw that the blood of one precious saint covered this Bible.  I cannot help but wonder if the fragra
nce of Christ still rested on that Bible.

We do not know if this saint was a brother or a sister. Only Jesus knows.  But this precious one sealed their faith in Chris
t with their own blood.  Their Bible bore witness to that.

Those who persecuted and martyred the English saints would often dip their Bibles in the blood of the slain as an insult. 
But later these Bibles became prized as Martyrs Bibles.

As I thought of the above account shared by our brother, I thought of the verse in Revelation 19:13.  His name is called t
he Word of God and He has a robe dipped in blood. I realize the context is probably the blood of the enemies of Jesus.

But as I meditate upon the verse in the account shared by John MacArthur.  I wonder too if the robe of Jesus that is dipp
ed in blood would be in the blood of his precious martyrs. Those who have been slain down through the ages for the test
imony they have born for Him.

Brothers and sisters let us remember the martyrs this day. Of those who were slain in times past. Of those who are slain
even this day.  Let us remember those witnesses of Jesus.

.......Of Those Persecuted.......

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/6/18 7:37
Probably not blain ...

      2Why is Your apparel red,
            And Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?

      3â€œI have trodden the wine trough alone,
            And from the peoples there was no man with Me.
            I also trod them in My anger
            And trampled them in My wrath;
            And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments,
            And I stained all My raiment.
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Re: Continuing Today's  Post, on: 2016/6/18 9:10
... Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord went to the high priest, and asked for lett
ers from him to the synagogues at Damascus so that if he found any belonging to the way, both men and women, he mi
ght bring them bound to Jerusalem...Acts 9:1-2

... So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  So this is just what
I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prison, having received authority from the chief priests, but
also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them. And as I punish them often in all the synagogues, I 
tried to force them to blaspheme; and being seriously enraged st that. I kept pursuing them even too foreign cities...Acts 
27:9-12

... As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed arou
nd him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul Saul why are you persecuting me?"  And he sai
d, "Who are you Lord?"  And He said. "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,"...Acts 9:4-5

There is a prophetic spiritual sense in which  the robe of Jesus is dipped in the blood of His martyrs. When Saul was per
secuting the believers in Christ.  He thought he was persecuting a cult that was hostile to Judaism.  But when Jesus met
him on the road to Damascus. Saul realized he was persecuting Jesus Himself.

The persecuted church is the bride of Christ. Down through the centuries Jesus has been intimately and spiritually linked
to His persevuted bride. Thus when saints are persecuted by Islamic extremists or those in North Korea or Eritrea, those
who persecute the saints are persecuting Jesus.

This is why I believe that His robe dipped in blood can very well be the blood of His martyrs.

....... Of Those Persecuted.......

Re: Saturday Evening, June 18, 2016, on: 2016/6/18 18:07
Brother Andrew remarked that Foxes Book of Martyrs is not filled with accounts of people who sat in the church pew and
died of a heart attack.

.......Of Those Persrcuted.......

Re: Sunday Morning, June 19, 2016, on: 2016/6/19 9:30
... So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and SAT DOWN at the right han
d of God...Mark 16:19

... When he had made purification of sins, He SAT DOWN at the right hand of the Majesty on high...Hebrews 1:3

... who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has SAT DOWN at the right hand of the t
hrone of God...Hebrews 12:3

... but being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus STANDING at the 
right hand of God; and he said, "Behold I see the heavens opened up and the son of man STANDING at the right hand o
f God."...Acts 7:54-55

...CAPS are for emphasis and highlight only...

When we think of Jesus Christ and His kingly rule we think of him sitting at the right hand of the throne of God. Indeed in
the passages out of Mark and Hebrews Jesus is declared to be sitting at the right hand of the throne of God. He did this 
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by virtue of the fact that not only is he the Son of God and God himself. But also that he had conquered death. He will co
ntinue to sit at the right hand of the throne of God until His enemies are made his footstool.  And even when we behold 
Him in heaven he will still be sitting at the right hand of the throne of God. At least that is my insight.

But we see one instance in the book of Acts where Stephen sees Jesus STANDING at the right hand of God. As far as I 
can tell this is the only instance in which Jesus is standing.  And one cannot help but wonder why is Jesus standing as S
tephen was about to be martyred?

To stand in the presence of someone is considered a sign of respect. For example, when the President of the United Sta
tes walks into a room, people will stand in respect for the President. Though they may not like the guy himself. It is the of
fice that they stand in respect of.

I grew up in the south where I was taught that when a woman came into the room I was to stand out of respect for her w
hen meeting her. Also when I am on the bus and a lady came on the bus and the bus was crowded. I was taught to be p
olite and standing in respect of her and offer her my seat. Granted these old southern traits have now died out.

It was said when King George of England heard Handel's Messiah that he was so moved he stood during the Hallelujah 
Chorus. This was so unusual that the king never stood in the presence of anyone. But sat reflecting his royal authority.  
Yet he said that he recognised a greater sovereign above even Himself.  This is where the tradition of standing during H
andel's Messiah comes from. Or so tradition tells us.

In the Old Testament when the law was read the people stood out of respect for the reading of the word. Some churches
are starting to return to this practice. Sgain standing is a sign of respect.  A sign of respect for God and His word.

I share the above to offer this insight. Is it possible that Jesus was standing out of respect for the martyrdom that Stephe
n would undergo? Is it possible that Jesus was standing out of respect for the first martyr of the church?

Brothers and sisters simply my insight.

....... Of Those Persecuted.......

Re: Saturday Evening, June 19. 2016, on: 2016/6/19 19:02
... Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and yielded no crop...Mark 4:7

... And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard the word, b
ut the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desire for other things enter in and choke the word, a
nd it becomes unfruitful...Mark 4:18-19

Pastor Samuel Lamb, one of the early house church leaders in the Chinese church made a profound remark.  He said, " 
We in China know who our enemy is. But do you in America know who your enemy is."  By this the brother was referring
to the fact that the Chinese church knew their enemy were the communist.  For to follow Christ in China during the time 
of the Communist takeover certainly meant death. And to this day could mean torture and imprisonment.

But he speaks to the church in America. Do we in America know who our enemy is? No it is not Barack Obama or the lib
eral humanist. Our enemy is far more subtle.  Our enemy is materialism. This is the enemy that has seeped into the Am
erican Church. This is the enemy that renders the word ineffective in our midst.  I believe it was Joseph Tson who made 
this statement,

... Take 100 Christians and put them in a persecuted nation, 90 will stand.  Take 100 Christians and put them in America
, 10 will stand...

Earlier today I was speaking with a sister. We were talking about the persecuted church. She made this profound statem
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ent,

... The persecuted have nothing but Jesus. We in America have everything but Jesus...

A few nights ago we had a brother from Pakistan on our call. This brother shared with us how they had very little in term
s of the world's goods. But this brother shared that they had Jesus and had seen His power working in their midst.

I remember hearing a story about a humble monk. This monk had journeyed to Rome to see a friend who was a cardinal
.  The cardinal was pretty high up in the Vatican. He invited the monk to come visit the Vatican. As the monk met the car
dinal.  The cardinal showed him all the papal treasures of Rome. Then the Cardinal said to the monk, "My brother no lon
ger will the church have to say silver and gold have I none " To which the monk humbly replied, " But my brother can the
church say in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." 

Saints the following story is not an endorsement of Roman Catholicism. But only serves to illustrate a truth. I hear stories
and read reports about how God is working in signs and wonders among the persecuted brethren who have nothing but 
Jesus. We in America have everything but Jesus. The persecuted can say in the name of Jesus rise up and walk. Can t
he American church say the same thing?

 ....... Of Those Persecuted.......

Re: , on: 2016/6/19 19:16
I don't ever recall Richard Wurmbrand ever say the Communists were his enemy.

Pastor Lamb says communism is the enemy of the Chinese church? Because the Communists want to bring death to C
hristians?

Ask yourself who wants to bring death to Christians in the West.

Re: Monday Morning, June 20, 2016, on: 2016/6/20 7:24
... But whatever things were gain to me, these things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I cou
nt all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the los
s of all things and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ... Philippians 3:7-8

..."The persecuted have nothing but Jesus, we have everything but Jesus."...A dear Christian sister in the forum.

The above statement made by our sister has been resonating in my heart. She has captured the spirit of our persecuted 
brothers and sisters.  Much like the Apostle Paul the persecuted have lost everything. But in the process of losing everyt
hing they have gained Jesus.  Much like the Apostle Paul the persevuted who have had a radical encounter with Jesus 
will lay down everything to follow Him.  Much like the Apostle Paul the persecuted will follow Jesus even to death.

I think the following words in that beautiful worship song by Fernando Ortega captures the heart and soul of our persecut
ed brothers and sisters and their desire for Jesus.  For sure this would be their prayer.  May this be our prayer.

In the morning when I rise.
In the morning when I rise.
In the morning when I rise.
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Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus.
You can have all this world. But give me Jesus.

As we think of our brothers and sisters in the darkness of a prison cell or a death camp. I believe these following words b
y our brother Fernando Ortega would reflect their heart.

And when I am alone.
And when I am alone.
And when I am alone.
Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus.
You can have all this world. But give me Jesus.

And then perhaps when faced with their martyrdom. Again these words by our brother Fernando Ortega would be the pr
ayer of the persecuted.

And when I come to die.
Oh and when I come to die.
And when I come to die.
Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus.
You can have all this world.  
You can have all this world.
You can have all this world. But give me Jesus.

I will be ever reminded that 21 followers of Jesus died on the shores of Lybia.  All 21 of them died with one name on thei
r lips. They died speaking the name of Jesus Christ. This has been the testimony of the persecuted church for the last tw
o thousand years. Always they died with the name of Jesus Christ on their lips.

May the persecuted believers be our example and inspiration to have nothing but Jesus.

In the shadow of His cross.

....... Of Those Persecuted.......

Re: , on: 2016/6/20 9:41
I think our greatest enemy is exactly what the Word says:

Unbelief.

Because men of faith can do all things through Christ and overcome in all things, but not if they are faithless.

Note that Paul is speaking to the BRETHREN!

Heb 3:12  Take heed, BRETHREN, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 
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Re:Why I retitled this thread, on: 2016/6/20 10:44
This hread was initially meant to draw attention to the persecuted church. To act as their voice in this forum.  Initially I ha
d thought to just simply post quotations that would draw attention to our persecuted brothers and sisters. This is why it w
as placed in the devotional section.  It really was not meant to be a discussion or a debate thread. But simply to share th
e truth of the reality of persecution in the lives of our persecuted brothers and sisters.  

But as I have shared things in the last month about our persecuted brethren in this thread. Their life, there crucified life, i
s speaking to my heart.  Also we all are in the shadow of His cross.  We all are called to pick up a cross and follow Jesu
s.  Not just the persecuted believers. But all of us are called to live crucified lives for the Lord Jesus Christ.

... Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple...Luke 14:23

...When Christ calls a man, He bids him come snd die... Dietrich Bonhoeffer

... In the Shadow of His Cross...

Re: Purpose of this thread , on: 2016/6/20 10:53
Lord willing, this thread will continue to be a voice of the persecuted in this forum. This thread will continue to reflect a de
votional flavor.  And this thrend will continue to spread the fragrance of the crucified lives of the persecuted.  To speak in
to our hearts.

...In the Shadow of His Cross...

Re: , on: 2016/6/20 10:53
Blaine quotes......

"Take 100 Christians and put them in a persecuted nation, 90 will stand. Take 100 Christians and put them in America, 1
0 will stand..."

Interesting quote, made me think. If the 100 Christians the author was referring to were from the West to the persecuted 
lands of the world, I am sure the number that would stand would be much lower than 90. I do agree that if you took 100 
Christians from the persecuted lands and introduced them to the materialism of the West perhaps only 10 would stand. 
Maybe 10 is the number both ways, i think it higher but I am not confident it would be much higher.........bro Frank

Re: Frank , on: 2016/6/20 11:03
Agree with your thoughts my brother. Not sure who it was that made the statement. I was told it might have been Josef T
son.  But I think the author was attempting to illustrate a point. Namely those who follow Christ in persecution are more li
kely to stand.  They have to stand. As the only alternative would be to fall away.

We know those in persecuted nations who follow Jesus have counted the cost. As Bonhoeffer would say there is no che
ap grace. Those in persecuted lands have weighed their decision. And they are willing to follow Him even unto death.

Likewise we in America live in an age of easy believism. It is easy to follow a Jesus who does not require a cross to carr
y.  But then these are the ones who will not stand when the cross requires them to lay down their lives.

Simply my thoughts brother from the shadow of his cross.
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Re: Monday Evening, Junev 20, 2016, on: 2016/6/20 17:09
... But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been
crucified to me and I to the world... Galatians 6:14

There's a true story about a man and his beloved wife and two children who converted to Christ in northern India.  This 
man had been part of a headhunting tribe. And the gospel had reached him through Welsh missionaries. Touched by th
e Holy Spirit the man and his family embraced the Lord Jesus.  Infectious in their newfound faith they begin sharing Jesu
s to their friends and neighbors.  Soon opposition begin to arise against the man. And eventually the man and his family 
were brought before the Village square. They appeared in front of the village chief.

The village chief angrily demanded that the man renounce his newfound faith in Christ. Or something bad would happen
to his children. The man looked at the two sons that he loved dearly.  But he knew in his heart that he could never renou
nce Jesus. Thus the man begin to sing these words,

I have decided to follow Jesus.
I have decided to follow Jesus.
I have decided to follow Jesus.
No turning back.
No turning back.

The chief became angry and ordered the archers the kill the man's sons.  The arrows flew. The children's bodies were fil
led with arrows. They had departed into the presence of Jesus.

The chief then demanded that the man renounce Christ. Or his wife would suffer the same fate. The man looked at his b
eloved wife. She looked at him. They both understood that Christ could not be renounced.  Then the man began to sing t
hese words,

Though none go with me still I will follow.
Though none go with me still I will follow.
Though none go with me still I will follow.
No turning back.
No turning back.

The chief became more enraged and ordered the archers to take the man's life down. Eventually the arrows flew and the
man's beloved wife was ushered into the presence of Jesus.

The chief angrily told the man to renounce Christ or he would suffer the same fate.  The man looked at his family riddled 
with arrows.  But became more resolved in his heart that he could not renounce his Lord. He then sang these words,

The cross before me, the world Behind me.
The cross before me, the world Behind me.
The cross before me, the world Behind me.
No turning back.
No turning back.

At this point the village chief was utterly stunned.  Here was a man who laid down everything and would not deny his Go
d.  He would not deny his Christ. Something pierced the chief's heart.  Reports later indicated that the chief convened th
e whole village.  Because of the sacrifice of this one man and his family. The whole village turned to the Lord Jesus Chri
st.

This is the history of one of our most beloved hymns. I did not realize that this hymn was born in the blood of the martyrs
.

... Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears mu
ch fruit...John 6:24

... The blood of the martyr is the seed of the church... Tertullian, Early Church Father
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In the greek the word "martyr" means "witness".

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Tuesday Morning, June 21, 2016, on: 2016/6/21 5:10
... There are no limits to where prayer can take us. We can go anywhere in the world. There are no borders to cross, no 
visas to get, no crowded airports, and no jet lag. No place is too remote or off-limits. We can go anywhere in the spirit ou
r God leads us... Colin Scott, Prayer Coordinator for Global Recordings.

The one thing we hear from our persecuted brothers and sisters, the one request they make more than anything else, is 
please pray for us.  And their prayer request is not that they escape their trials. But oftentimes their request is that they 
will remain faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of their trials.

The last few months I have been using a prayer card from Voice of the Martyrs which gives 10 ways to pray for persecut
ed family.  Lord willing, in the next 10 days I pray to share one point each day.

1.  Pray that persecuted believers will sense God's presence.  

... Make sure that your character is free from the love of money. being content with what you have for He Himself has sai
d, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU NOR FORSAJE YOU,"  so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER I WIL
L NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL NAN DO TO ME...Hebrews 13:5-6

... I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE.  BECAUSE HE IS IS AT MY RIGHT HAND I WILL NOT BE SHAKE
N...Acts 2:25

There have been accounts where imorisoned brothers and sisters have shared visions of Jesus being with them in their 
prison cell. There have been accounts where brothers and sisters have shared an intimate presence with Jesus Himself.
 Richard wurmbrand records having visions of heaven in his jail cell.  With other imprisoned believers it is simply the qui
et presence of Jesus Himself that sustains them.

Let us remember this day our brothers and sisters that are in prison. Let us remember this day our brothers and sisters t
hat are undergoing sufferings. Let us pray that in the midst of their trials they will have that deep abiding presence of Jes
us Himself.

From the shadow of His cross.

 

Re: Tuesday Evening, June 21, 2016, on: 2016/6/21 20:13
... but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem
, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth...Acts 1:8

... Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him. But being full of the
Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; but the
y cried out with a loud voice and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse. When they had driven him out o
f the city, they began stoning him, and the witnesses laid their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  They went 
on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  Then falling on his knees he crie
d out with a loud voice, " Lord do not hold this sin against them."  having said that, he fell asleep...Acts 7:54-60

When one reads the testimonies of those who have been martyred for Christ there is something sureal about the accoun
ts.  It is almost as if the martyrs were some type of superhero. They were able to face their impending death with probabl
y no fear on their part.  Yet nothing could be further from the truth. Those who were martyred for their faith were very hu
man. And they had to work through crucifying their flesh. They had to work through laying it all down for Jesus. 
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A few days ago I shared the story of Leina in Syria.  She had to work through laying down her life. She had to work throu
gh laying down the life of her beloved husband. And the most difficult thing any mother would have to do his work throug
h laying down the lives of her children.

Yesterday I shared how a man touched by the Gospel of Jesus had to witness his own children and wife being martyred 
before his own life was taken. One can only imagine the agony this husband and father felt seeing his own family martyr
ed before he was.

There's nothing superhuman in the martyrs. But it is Who they have Who helps them walk through the martyrdom. That 
person is the Holy Spirit.

I have already shared in Acts 1:8 how Jesus told his disciples that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit and have 
power to be His Witnesses.  In essence he was telling them that they would have power to be his martyrs. In the Greek t
he word martyr means witness.  And all of the disciples save one did die martyrs deaths.  They became a witness of Chr
ist by becoming the ultimate sacrifice and laying down their life for Christ. But they could only do this by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

I have mentioned about the 21 believers who were martyred in Libya a little over a year ago. These dear saints died with
the name of Jesus on their lips.  They did not try to run or plead for their lives. But the Holy Spirit enabled them to accept
their death with dignity. They accepted their death with the name of Jesus on their lips. Knowing that they would pass fro
m this life into eternity.

We all are familiar with the story of Corrie Ten Boom. How she told her father that she didn't think she would have the str
ength to be a martyr. But her father asked her when did he give her the money to buy the ttain ticket to go to Amsterdam
. Corrie responded when we get on the train. Of course her father told her that God would then give her the strength to b
e a martyr. Corrie was never martyred. But she did receive strength to endure the German prison that she was in during 
World War II.  All because she had the Holy Spirit in her.

Persecution ministries estimated every 5 minutes someone is martyred for the Lord Jesus Christ.  I have heard of coura
geous teams that are working in Islamic nations in the Middle East. The reports indicate that they have lost dozens of mi
nistry workers in 2015. Some of these reports are never reported so as to not jeopardize the work that goes on in these 
nations. But ministry leaders have said that many of their co-workers and martyred by Islamic jihadists.  The only way th
ey endure the martyrdom is the power of the Holy Spirit.

Let us remember our brothers and sisters in our prayers in persecuted nations. Let us remember to pray that they be fille
d with the Holy Spirit to endure the persecutions and martyrdom that they face. But let us also pray that we be filled with 
the Holy Spirit on a daily basis.  Where as our brothers and sisters need the Holy Spirit to face the trials that they are in. 
We for sure will need the Holy Spirit to face the storm that will soon come upon our nation.

From the shadow of His cross.  

Re: , on: 2016/6/21 21:38
Bear,
   I have a book you should read when you get a chance. It's from Dr Erwin Lutzer (Moody) called, "The Cross in the Sha
dow of the Crescent". It's very informative about Islam & their self proclaimed war/jihad with Christianity & the west, but a
lso very evangelistically focused on what a right Biblical response should be from us & how we should seize the opportu
nity to be witnesses for Jesus & not give way to fear or hate. I think you would probably like it.
               God Bless,
                              Jeff
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Re: Jeff , on: 2016/6/21 22:23
Thank you brother. Lord willing I will surely check it out.

Re: , on: 2016/6/21 23:50
Sorry, did not catch that this was a devotional thread. Have removed my question. 

Re: Wednesday Morning, June 22, 2016, on: 2016/6/22 6:25
2. Pray that the persecuted brothers and sisters will feel connected to the greater body of Christ.

... But now there are many members, but one body... 1st Corinthians 12:20

... And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it and if one member is honored; all the members rejoice with i
t.

The second way we are encouraged to pray for the persecuted church is to pray that they feel connected to the greater 
body of Christ.  Many times the plea of our persecuted brothers and sisters is please do not forget us. Please remember 
us in your prayers. Please pray that we will not deny Christ in the midst of our sufferings. Please pray that we remain fait
hful to Him. Notice these prayers are not for deliverance from their trials and tribulations. But that the persecuted remain 
faithful as they carry the cross in the midst of their sufferings for Jesus. 

But I would like to add to the above request this also... Pray that WE IN AMERICA would feel connected to the persecut
ed church.

... Remember the prisoners, as the one in prison with them, and those who are ill treated, since you yourself also are in t
he body...Hebrews 13:3

There is a disconnect between the American church and the persecuted church.  We in America live in this bubble as if 
we're insulated from the realities of those who are shedding their blood for Jesus Christ. We are insulated from the realiti
es of those who are in a death camp in North Korea or a shipping container in Eritrea.  

There's a deafening silence on the part of the North American Church regarding our persecuted brothers and sisters in t
he rest of the world.  This is why this thread has been put in this forum to be their voice. 

I expect the likes of the American government to be silent on the issue of Christian persecution. But we as believers in C
hrist can never be silent.  And the American Church must never be silent when two-thirds of our family around the world 
are being persecuted. If nothing else we certainly must never be silent before God in our prayers.

... now will not God bring about justice for his elect, who cry to him day and night, and will He delay long over them?... L
uke 18:7

... Silence in the face of evil is evil itself; God will not hold as Guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act... Die
trich Bonhoeffer

Brothers and sisters let us not be silent in our prayers for the persecuted church. Let us be the ones who cry out justice f
or His elect.  Let us pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters.

From the shadow of His cross. 
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Re: Wednesday Afternoon. June 22, 2016, on: 2016/6/22 17:45
.
... At the same time also prepare me a lodging, for I hope that through your prayers I will be given to you...Philemon 1:22

As I think of the above verse I began to wonder how did Paul know that Philemon was praying for him. This was before 
email or cell phones. Perhaps others may have told Paul that Philemon was praying for him. But I wonder if Paul felt this
brother's prayers in his spirit.  Do remember that Paul was imprisoned. He probably received few visitors. So is it possibl
e that Paul felt or even heard the prayers of Philemon.

On one of our prayer calls a few years ago a sister shared a story about a North Korean sister.  The North Korean sister 
was one of the blessed few who endured the prisons of North Korea and was able to make her way to South Korea. Wh
en she was asked how did she endure the years of imprisonment in the death camps. She said "I heard the prayers of th
e saints."

In my own personal experience I remember there was a time I was facing a decision. I felt that that a sister was praying f
or me. A day or two later she confirmed she had been praying right at the time that I was making this decision.  I found t
his to be very encouraging.

The New Testament does teaches a spiritual unity of believers. We saw this in the verses that were posted in this morni
ng's devotion. I believe it is possible that the persecuted do hear our prayers. Or at least sense that they are being praye
d for.

Let this be an encouragement to us that we keep praying for our persecuted brothers and sisters.  Just as in the case of 
that North Koreans sister may the persecuted saints hear our prayers as we intercede for them.  As Paul would say rem
ember my chains. May we remember the chaains of our persecuted brothers and sisters who indeed are in the shadow 
of the cross.  Dear saints let us keep our persecuted family in our prayers.

From the Shadow of his cross.

Re: Thursday Morning, June 23, 2016, on: 2016/6/23 6:23
.
3. Pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will experience God's comfort when their family members are killed, inju
red, or imprisoned for their witness.

... Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all Comfort, who comforts 
us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves ar
e comforted by God. For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance so also our comfort is abundant through 
Christ... 2nd Corinthians 1:3-5

Murdered Pastor and His North Korean Legacy

Pakistani Christians Shot, Family Attacked After He asks for Pay

Catholic Priest Kidnapped in Nigeria Found Dead

Ugandan Evangelistic Preacher who Publicly Debated Muslims killed

The above are just some of the headlines I found on a website that I check on current news regarding the persecuted ch
urch. The above headlines are current having occurred within the last 3 weeks or so.

But then there are these ongoing headlines.
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50 to 70 thousand  Christians Still Imprisoned in Death Camps in North Korea

Approximately 3000 Christians Imprisoned in Shipping Containers in Eritrea, Some for as many as 10 or more Years

Asia Bibi Still Imprisoned in Pakistan. Health is failing. Case Sees No Hope.

I share the above headlines not to be depressing. But the show that our brothers and sisters in restricted nations are sha
ring in the abundant sufferings of Christ. And this is just the tip of the iceberg above. Only God knows the true depth of t
he sufferings that our brothers and sisters experience as they carry the cross.

The third way we are encouraged to pray for the persecuted church who carry the cross is to pray that they and their fa
milies will know the abundant comfort of Christ.

Dear saints let us pray this day that the persecuted will know the abundant comfort of Jesus in the midst of their sufferin
gs for Him.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re:Thursday Afternoon, June 23, 2016, on: 2016/6/23 18:55
.
... Therefore He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since he always lives to make interces
sion for them...Hebrews 7:25

The intercessory ministry of Jesus still continues even in heaven.  He is still interceding even those He saved.  This sho
uld be encouraging for those of us who pray for the persecuted church. As Jesus is interceding on their behalf.  We shou
ld be there a voice down here to intercede on their behalf.

The above verse certainly must have been encouraging to the readers of Hebrews as that book was written against the 
backdrop of persecution. Indeed, s lot of the New Testament, if not all of it was written against the backdrop of persecuti
on.

Jesus has not forgotten his persecuted bride.  We saw a few days ago in the conversion of Saul that Jesus is intimately l
inked to His persecuted church.  The fact that He appeared on the road to Damascus asking Saul the question, "Why ar
e you persecuting Me?"  Let us pray that Jesus would appear to the jihadist and the communist and to any other peserc
utor of believers with that same question, "Why are you persecuting Me."

... now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will he delay long over them...Luk
e 18:7

Brothers and sisters let us be those who cry out to God for justice for His persecuted bride.  In places like North Korea th
ey cannot cry out aloud in their prayers less they draw the attention of the secret police. But we can be their voice here i
n the West. We can cry out Justice on their behalf.

As Jesus intercedes for his persecuted bride and for us. Let us also be his voice interceding also on their behalf.

A Christian ministry has said that prayer is the least and yet the most that you can do for the persecuted church.  James 
reminds us that the effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

Let us remember our persecuted brothers and sisters in our prayers.

From the shadow of his cross.

Page 24/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

Re: Friday Morning, June 24, 2016, on: 2016/6/24 10:53
.
4.  Pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will have more opportunities to share the gospel.

... So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their w
ay to Phoenicia  and Cyprus and Antioch speaking the word to no one except the Jews alone. But there were some of th
em, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and begins speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesu
s...Acts 11:19-20

... praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth th
e mystery of Christ for which I have been imprisoned, that I might make it clear in the way I want to speak...Colissians 4:
3-4

There's a dynamic in persecution that drives the preaching of the Gospel. In areas where the church has been persecute
d the gospel is preached much more fervently and faster. We see this in the persecutions that happened to Jerusalem af
ter Stephen was martyred.  When many of the saints in Jerusalem left for safety. They went about preaching the word of
God. They went about preaching the gospel if Jesus.

In North Korea, the believers who are discipled in the Lord Jesus Christ regard prison and even the death camps as thei
r ultimate mission field.  It has been reported that believers feel the greatest freedom to share Jesus Christ in the death c
amps then even before they were in prison. When one is in a North Korean death camp at that point they have nothing t
o lose. But everything to gain and terms of souls for Christ.

Today let us pray that our brothers and sisters will have opportunities to share Christ even in the midst of their imprison
ments.  And particularly let us pray that the persecuted will have opportunities to share Christ even with their persecutor
s. They had to rotate the guards every 4 hours because Watchman Nee would be preaching to them. And many of them 
would become saved under his preaching. This also must have happened with the Apostle Paul with those Romans that 
were chained to him. What wondrous truth they must have heard coming out of his mouth as he dictated his Epistles. Co
untless Roman guards must have been saved under Paul simply dictating the letters to the various churches. Of course 
Paul was never afraid to share Jesus with whomever he met.

Brothers and sisters let us keep our persecuted family in prayer that they will have opportunities to share the gospel in th
e midst of the sufferings they find themselves in.

Also since we have freedom let us also pray that God will give us opportunities to share Jesus with those that we come i
n contact with.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: , on: 2016/6/24 11:22
Bump 

Re: Friday Evening, June 24th, 2016, on: 2016/6/24 20:39
.
... Now I want you to know, bretheren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so t
hat my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well-known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to every
one else,... Philippians 1:12-13

In the above verses we see Paul looking at his circumstances in prison not from a woe is me attitude.  But more rejoicin
g that his circumstances had put him in a strategic opportunity to share the gospel. Not only with the elite praetorian gua
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rd. But also with Caesar's extended and probably immediate household.  For we see at the end of Philippians that Paul s
ays all the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household.

One wonders if even Nero himself may have heard the gospel. Though history certainly does not give us any indication t
hat he ever embraced Christ.

I remember reading or hearing somewhere that the guards who guarded Watchman Nee had to be rotated every so ofte
n because under his preaching many would become believers in Christ.

Some of our persecuted brothers and sisters have a different mindset regarding their curcumstances. Oftentimes they wi
ll look at their imprisonment as an opportunity to reach others for Christ that otherwise would not be reached. This would
be other fellow prisoners who certainly needed the hope of Jesus. As well as the persecutors themselves.

I heard the story of Brother Yun who have walked out miraculously out of a maximum-security prison in China. Only later
to find himself imprisoned in Burma. Hear he recounts I saw men who were more desperate than I was. This resulted in 
him being able to share the gospel with them. To bring them the hope of Jesus Christ.

It is said those who are discipled in North Korea go with the expectation that eventually they will wind up in one of the No
rth Korean death camps. This is not morbidity. But the North Korean believers who regard the North Korean death camp
s as their mission field. Here they find a greatest freedom to preach Christ. At this point they have nothing to lose. But ce
rtainly everything to gain in terms of taking more souls captive for the Lord Jesus Christ. In other words what can be don
e to them that hasn't been done to them as they are under a sentence of death. And the North Korean believer it will hav
e the hope of Heaven within him. Realizing that others are imprisoned in the camp that are not believers. The North Kor
ean Believers will use this opportunity to share Jesus with them.

Again the persecuted see their circumstances as Paul did. As an opportunity to get the gospel out to those who need to 
hear about Jesus.

How do we see our circumstances. Do we fuss because we are in an undesirable job? Or we are in an undesirable famil
y situation? Or perhaps we are just in an undesirable situation of illness or trials and tribulations?  Let us ask God to give
us his mind set on our circumstances that perhaps it may be an opportunity for the gospel to go forth to those who need 
to hear it.

Let us also pray that the persecuted would use their circumstances as an opportunity for the light of Christ to impact thos
e who need to hear about Jesus.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Saturday Morning, June 25, 2016, on: 2016/6/25 6:07
.
5.  Pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will have boldness to make Christ known.

... and the most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the w
ord of God without fear... Philippians 1:14

... and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness t
he mystery of the gospel for which I am an ambassador in chains, that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak... Ephesians 6:19-20

Another way we are encouraged to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters is they will have boldness to make know
n the gospel of Jesus.  There seems to be a dynamic that takes place in the suffering of others that inspire courage.  Thi
s certainly took place in the imprisonment of Paul. The Holy Spirit inspired courage in those who heard about his impriso
nment to go out and preach Christ.  They did this trusting in the Lord.

There's something in the testimonies and the stories of the suffering church that do inspire courage in our heart.  Again a
coursge that is only given by the Holy Spirit.  A courage that cries out that we want to be used in the things of Christ.
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I have seen this in my own life watching the video documentary "Sheep Among Wolves".  After watching that documenta
ry several times, seeing the testimony of my brothers and sisters giving their life to the harvest. My heart cries out to live 
a life of such faith as they unto Christ and not a life of mediocrity.  To live a life to reach others for Christ in the global har
vest.

Dear saints let us pray this day that the persecuted will have boldness to make Christ known.  Let us also pray that they 
will be our example that we will make Christ known.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Sunday Morning, June 26, 2016, on: 2016/6/26 6:41
.
6.  Pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will forgive and love their persecutors.

... But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you... Matthew 5:44

... Lord do not hold this sin against them... Acts 7:60

... Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing... Luke 23:34

The church in Toronto Canada was packed out. For many had come to hear a man who had been persecuted by the Co
mmunists. The time was the 1970s and we were at the height of the Cold War. Many thought that they would hear a rou
sing anti-communist message.  As the time drew near for the man to speak. The church grew quiet.

The man was escorted up to the front of the church. The podium had been moved and a chair or a stool had been place
d there for his  comfort. He was in his stocking feet. The man apologized. For he said the Communists had beat his feet 
and he had suffered damage as a result of the beatings. Thus he could not stand for long oeriods of time. The church w
as so quiet that you could hear a pin drop.  Many who were in the presence of this man found themselves weeping. Not f
or the man himself. But the fragrance of Jesus was clearly seen in this man.

Then the man started weeping. Tears were streaming from his eyes. He kept repeating the words, " I did not love them e
nough.  I did not love them enough."  When someone gently asked him brother who are you talking about?  Richard Wur
mbrand replied, "The communist, I did not love them enough."

Another way we are encouraged to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters is that they will forgive and love their per
secutors. The story above shows a man had been horribly persecuted by the Communists. His body had suffered the br
and marks of Jesus. And yet the Holy Spirit worked in this man's heart to have a love for his enemies.  Clearly Richard 
Wurmbrand, our brother in Christ, was following the steps of his Master.  The One who said, "Father forgive them for the
y do not know what they are doing."

If anyone lived out Matthew 5:44, Jesus did. The greatest injustice ever done in human history on the face of this planet 
was done to the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet as he hung half naked and humiliated on the cross for our sins, He said, "Father 
forgive them, but they do not know what they are doing."

Several days ago we saw how our sister Liena, instructed her children to forgive their persecutors, the Jihadists, who wo
uld surely take their lives. Far from being a fanciful reenactment in a YouTube video. This actually happened.  Back in la
te summer of last year, a ministry team had been captured by ISIS. The sisters in the team were horribly violated by the 
the jihadists.  Yet they told their enemies I forgive you. Jesus forgives you. Only to enrage those to horribly violate and ki
ll these precious saints.  Yet in the end the enemy lost. Just as he lost at the cross.

It has been said that the most powerful words uttered at the cross were, "Father forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing."  For these words broke the power of Satan at the cross.

Today let us pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will forgive their persecutors. Let us pray that our persecuted 
brothers and sisters will even love their enemies. But let us also pray that we will forgive those who have wronged us. A
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nd we will forgive those who are our enemies.

Jesus left us the example to forgive and love, even our enemies.  By His Holy Spirit living in us we can also do the same
.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Sunday Evening, June 26, 2016, on: 2016/6/26 20:13
.
... But love your enemies and do good... Luke 6:35

... Love does no wrong to a neighbor, therefore love is the fulfillment of the law... Romans 13:10

Dirk Willem was a leader among the early anabaptists.  The anabaptists were followers of Jesus Christ in the 16th Centu
ry.  They believed that only those who made a conscious decision to follow Jesus were to be baptized. Many of them we
re converted out of Catholic background. As such many adults were rebaptized as they confessed their faith in Jesus. T
hus rejecting their infant baptism . Consequently they became known as rebaptizers or anabaptists. Because of their rej
ection of infant baptism the anabaptists where persecuted horribly by the Catholics and the Protestants.

Dirk Willem lived in the Netherlands. His evangelical activity and secret house church meetings brought him to the attent
ion of the Catholic authorities.  Consequently he was arrested and imprisoned. Realizing that he would face a certain de
ath. He fashioned together an escape rope of old rags and was able to escape from  his prison cell.

As he landed on the ground. A guard discovered his escape and started chasing him.  Dirk ran across a frozen pond of t
hin ice. The heavier guard gave chase to him. As Dirk was making good his escape he heard the ice breaking. The guar
d fell through the ice. The guard began to cry for help.  Thus Dirk had a decision to make. Run for his own safety. Or go 
back and help the guard.  And be arrested again.

Remembering the teachings of Jesus about love for one's enemy.  Dirk went back and helped the guard out of the water
. The grateful guard was prepared to Dirk go.  But the Burgermaster who stood on the shore reminded the guard of the o
ath that he had sworn to root out the Heretics.  Despite the guard's pleas Dirk was rearrested.  Eventually he was tried a
nd condemned to burn at the stake. The brother was martyred in 1569.

This story is touching because here we see a follower of Jesus who truly did love his enemy. I wondered if the guard eve
r came to Christ because of Dirk's action. Only eternity will tell.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Monday, June 27, 2016, on: 2016/6/27 6:51
.
7.  Pray that the ministry activities of our brothers and sisters in persecution remain undetected by authorities and others
who wish to silence them.

... but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a large basket...Ac
ts 9:25

...And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod the Magi left for their own country by another way...
Matthew 2:12

Those of us who have read God's Smuggler remember the prayer that brother Andrew prayed as he took Bibles into wh
at was then the Iron Curtain nations.  His prayer was, "Lord thou who made blind eyes to see make seeing eyes blind."
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Another way for us to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters is to pray that they remain hidden from the authorities
.  For sure  for their own protection. But also that they may continue to be a witness for Christ and accomplish His kingdo
m purposes in the nation that God has placed them.

The prayer by Brother Andrew is certainly a good prayer to pray. Lord thou who made blind eyes to see make seeing ey
es blind.

Let us pray this for our brothers and sisters in persecution today.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Tuesday, June 28, 2016, on: 2016/6/28 6:35
.
8. Pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will rsjoice in suffering.

... So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer s
hame for His name... Acts 5:41

...  who for the joy set before him endured the cross... Hebrews 12:2

I feel so shallow trying to keep this thread going. I do not feel worthy to speak of the persecuted in this forum since I mys
elf have not experienced what they have. Indeed I do not even feel worthy to pray for these dear saints as they are layin
g down their lives for Jesus. So how on earth can I post something about joy in the midst of suffering.  Yet I keep thinkin
g somebody must say something about the persecuted Church. This is why this thread was birthed.

The early church considered it a joy to suffer for Jesus. This is something that only the Holy Spirit can birth in us as one 
of His fruit is joy.  This is not some form of masochism where the believer finds perverse joy in suffering pain. But this is 
something that only the Holy Spirit can work in the believer's heart.

Jesus endured the cross. It was something that He could not work up on His own.  But knowing that the Father was abid
ing in Him and that He was pleasing the Father, that Jesus endured the cross for the joy that was set before Him. And a
gain I believe that was only through God the Father working through Him who was His Son.

Today there are many sons and daughters of Christ who are suffering in the restricted nations.  There will be many who 
will die this day before the sun goes down. Ministries that work in persecution estimate every 5 minutes someone is mart
yred, lays down their life for the Lord Jesus Christ. But this day there are untold suffering in places such as North Korea 
and  Eritrea, Somalia and China. Suffering in countless other nations. Let us pray this day that these precious saints will 
find joy in the Holy Spirit in the midst of their sufferings for Jesus.

But let us also pray that we too will find joy in the midst of our sufferings whatever they may be. We may not "yet" be she
dding our blood for Jesus or suffering persecutions as brothers and sisters around the world are suffering. But some of u
s are suffering the loss of a job, rebellious children, a failed marriage, or perhaps an illness as one of my dear intercesso
rs is suffering. Let us pray that even in the midst of these sufferings that the Holy Spirit will bring His fruit of joy.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Tuesday Evening, June 28, 2016, on: 2016/6/28 19:31
.
... Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of t
he Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap for Joy for behold, your reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their
fathers, used to treat the prophets...Luke 6:22-23

Richard Wurmbrandt read the above verses while he was in prison. Realizing he was not rejoicing in his sufferings. He b
egan leaping for joy.  One of the guards saw him and and cane into his cell to see if he was alright. Thinking Richard ha
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d lost his mind he told him to calm down. They gave him an extra loaf of bread and set him free the next day. At least I t
hink that's how the story goes.

I cannot say that this will happen to all of our brothers and sisters who are in the midst of sufferings and particularly impri
sonment. But there is the command of Jesus  to be glad and leap for joy in the midst of persecution. To the world this wo
uld seem crazy. Even foolish. Yet Jesus says great in heaven is the reward of those who suffer persecution.  Dear saints
these are not the words of brother Blaine. But these are the words of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. Look at the text abo
ve.

But as we saw this morning. Joy in the midst of suffering can only come from the Holy Spirit. But for the saint who suffer
s and has the joy of the Spirit. He will truly overcome.

Brothers and sisters let us pray that our persecuted family have joy in the midst of their sufferings. Likewise let us pray t
hat we will have joy in the midst of our sufferings. But the sufferings of this world will certainly bring great reward in heav
en.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Wednesday Morning, June 28, 2016, on: 2016/6/29 5:28
.
9.  Pray the our persecuted brothers and sisters will be refreshed through God's Word and grow in their faith.

... But whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encour
agement of the scriptures we might have hope...Romans 15:4

... Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slannder, like newborn babies, long f
or the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lor
d... 1 Peter 2:1-3

In Eritrea believers in Christ are imprisoned in some of the most horrible conditions. They are kept in shipping containers
which can reach over a hundred degrees during the day. And can get down to freezing at night.  Some of our brothers a
nd sisters have died in these metal coffins. Their crime. Simply being followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Eritrea is known
as the North Korea of the Horn of Africa.

Bibles are not permitted in the shipping containers. The scraps of paper contain verses of Scripture are passed around fr
om person to person. The light is dim almost dark so the verses cannot be read on the container. But when the doors ar
e opened briefly for fresh air or toilet privileges. The believers will not rush out but will quickly pull out the paper scraps a
nd read and quickly commit the verses to memory. And then exchange the pieces of paper. These pieces of paper beco
me more precious than gold itself. Even more precious than food. As it contains the spiritual food to nourish one soul in t
he imprisonment.

Persecuted brothers and sisters will go to great Lengths to own a copy of the scriptures. Or even a portion of the Scriptu
res.  They will even risk death to own a copy of this precious book. We have heard accounts where in persecuted nation
s the Bible will gently be turned into sections. Not out of disrespect for the Word of God. But to make sure that all will ha
ve some portion of scripture to nourish their souls in a congregation that may have just a few copies of the Bible.

In some nations believers who have access to a Bible or New Testament may have to bury it so that it is not discovered.
And then when possible go and pull the Bible out and read it for just a few minutes and then put it back into its hiding pla
ce. Knowing that in such a nation to be caught with this blessed book one could very well lose their life.

Just as Nicodemus came to Jesus at night to The Living Word Himsrlf.  Believers in North Korea will read the precious c
opy of the written word under blankets with maybe a penlight so as not to attract the authorities. Forvto own a copy of th
e scriptures in North Korea is either punishable in a death camp. Or more merciful a bullet through the head.

Page 30/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

We in America do not know how good we have it. We have Bible apps on our phones. Access to the written word like ne
ver before.  And yet we are told that we are living in a day and an age of biblical illiteracy.

It saddens me that even in this forum we debate which is the one most pure translation. Or we debate the doctrines of th
e Bible.  And yes I have done my share to provoke the debates. 

But how many of us actually immerse ourselves in the Scriptures as the persecuted do?  How many of us actually read 
or listen to the word of God just for the pure enjoyment of listening to Jesus Himself?

Unlike Us in the West, the persecuted believers do not have access to commentaries, systematic theologies, sermons, e
tc.  They feel blessed if they have access to some portion of the written Scriptures.  I have read accounts of fellowships i
n the Middle East where precious brothers and sisters have maybe a battered copy of the New Testament in their posse
ssion. Seeing the worn out copies of Scripture one could see that these Jedus followers have relished the Word of God. 
More importantly their lives reflect what they have been reading.

Brothers and sisters let us pray that our persecuted family have access to the word of God to help them grow and be refr
eshed in their faith in Christ. And may their example speak to us that we value the Bible that God has given us. May we 
use what freedom we have to get the Word of God into our heart and mind. As the persecuted may we pray that we be 
more like Jesus in the reading and hearing of His word.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Friday Morning, July 1, 2016, on: 2016/7/1 7:09
.
10. Pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will be strengthened through the prayers of fellow believers.

...With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and
petition for all the saints...Ephedians 6:18

... Remember my imprisonment...The Apostle Paul

...Prayer is the least that you can do but the most that you can do for them...Christians in Crisis.

The most common appeal of our brothers and sisters in restricted nations is please pray for us.  But their prayer concern
s are not please pray that we be delivered from our persecution. The most common prayer request is please pray that w
e will remain faithful in the midst of our trials and tribulations. Please pray that we will have access to at least a portion of
scriptures. Please pray that we will not deny Jesus in the midst of our sufferings. Please pray that we will be able to reac
h out to our persecutors.

The persecuted brothers and sisters have such a different paradigm and a different way of looking at things then we her
e in the West. Is it because that they are indeed at the shadow, the foot of the cross. 

Brothers and sisters can we at least take 5 minutes. Or at least one minute. And remember our persecuted family in pra
yer. That would probably be about the amount of time it would take and go post on Sermon Index.  But I think the reward
s will be far greater. For only eternity will see the answer to our prayers.

Let me ask will it be our forum posts that will be remembered in heaven.  Or will it be the prayers that we have prayed fo
r our precious persecuted brothers and sisters.

From the shadow of His cross.
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Re: Saturday Morning, Juky 2, 2016, on: 2016/7/2 6:33
.
...Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up because it had no d
epth of soil. And after the sun had risen, it was scorched, and because it had no root, it withered away... Mark 4:5-6

...In a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, imm
ediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary, that, when affliction or pers
ecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away...Mark 4:16-17

West of Denver Colorado there are the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. These are called the Front Range. Many who h
ave the money like to build houses on the side of the hills of the Front Range to get a marvelous view of the plains to the
east ( and the Denver pollution brown cloud:-)).  It is not recommended to build a house on the side of a mountain. The s
oil is shallow and unstable. Despite the best efforts of construction engineers.  Houses will be found with cracks because
of the shallow shifting soil. And in a good rain storm many of these houses will wash away due to mudslides and floods. 
For the simple fact that these houses had no firm foundation.

At the end of The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew Jesus warned that those who did not have their foundation built on t
he Rock would wash away in the storm and the floods and the wind.  The same thought as conveyed in the verses abov
e.

In the parable of the sower Jesus says there will be those who will hear the word of salvation and receive it with joy. Thei
r will be those who will start out and run the race like a rabbit.  In the persecuted church. But also in our nation. We have
seen those who have received the word with the joy of Jesus. They start out running a good race. But in times of temptat
ion and affliction and persecution they fall away.

Yesterday I was conversing with a dear sister and she was telling me how years ago there were young people who com
mitted their life to Christ with the determination to follow him to the end. Only to hear years later that many of them had f
allen away into homosexuality, drugs, broken marriages, sexual immorality, and so forth. Only to fall away from Jesus.

Jesus tells us it is because they have no firm root in themselves that they fall away. They have not been rooted and grou
nded in the Lord Jesus Christ. They have not been rooted and grounded in His word.

Jesus warns that in times of persecution if one is not rooted and grounded in Him. They will fall away.  In persecuted nati
ons, particularky those rooted in Islam, a person who comes to Christ will seriously count the cost. They realize to take u
pon them the cross of Christ they forfeit their lives. Literally they forfeit their lives knowing that they could very well be m
artyred the next day. Thus the verses above they take to heart. Praying that they will not deny Christ. Praying that they 
will be rooted in Him.  For the persecuted believers the choice is clear. Either be rooted and grounded in Jesus or fall aw
ay.

The New Testament has been written by those who have been persecuted for those who will be persecuted. Thus Jesus
speaks against the backdrop of persecution.  For us and the West this paradigm is very unfamiliar as we do not have a h
istory of persecution. Yet believing that times of darkness and persecution are soon to come up on us. We need to look 
at the verses above with the mindset of Christ as the persecuted do.

Thus are we seeking to ground ourselves in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Are we seeking to sit at His feet and listen to His W
ord? Are we seeking to be doers of His word?  Brothers and sisters right now we have the freedom to seek more of Him.
But how long will that opportunity hold?

I cringe at the thought that when the roundup start and we are carried away into death camps.  There will be the wailing 
of those who say why were we not warned? Why did we not prepare? Why did someone not tell us that this was coming
?

Brothers and sisters I say to you gently you have been warned. God has sent His prophets such as David Wilkerson, Art
Katz, Denny Kenaston, and others whose teachings are in the SI archives to warn us of what is coming.  God in his swe
et grace is warning us. The question is are we listening to Him?

I have read accounts where the persecuted are actually praying for us in America. They are praying that we will wake up
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to the reality of the same persecution that will come upon us. They are crying out to God on our behalf that we will stand 
as they are standing. 

Brothers and sisters let us hear the prayers of our persecuted family. Let us root and ground ourselves in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Let His word be to us are most necessary food. Let us be rooted and grounded in the Lord Jesus Christ.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Saturday Evening, Juky 2, 2016, on: 2016/7/2 18:23
.
...Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his h
ouse on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house, and yet it 
did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock.  Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them, wil
l be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slam
med against that house; and it fell--and great was its fall...Matthew 7:24-27.

A few years ago central Colorado had experienced some of its worst flooding in decades.  One man who lost everything 
in the flood said that it was an event of biblical proportion. Perhaps a very prophetic statement on his part.

People who had their houses built on unstable soil had homes washed away in torrential nountain floods that overflowed
otherwise peaceful creeks. The mountains had experienced so much rain. And the creeks and rivers could not accommo
date the excessive water that flowed into the watershed. As a result there was terrible flooding which resulted in many h
omes being lost. Many were lost because they were built on unstable soil.

Those homes that were built on bedrock home or  on a solid rock foundation did withstand the flood. Though their insura
nce had to pay for significant water damage.

I think the above story illustrates the two foundations that Jesus concludes in what we call The Sermon on the Mount. H
e contrast a wise and the foolish man. The wise man will listen to his words and act on them. The foolish man will not list
en to his words and not act on them. In other words, the solid foundation is one who hears Jesus and obeys Him.

This is very much seen in the life of the persecuted Church. They take to heart the words of Jesus and obey them.  Con
sider below what Jesus says about those who are persecuted,

... Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is  the Kingdom of Heaven. Ble
ssed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rej
oice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you...Matthew 5:10-12

Herw the persecuted believers find encouragement in the words of Jesus. Here they are told to count themselves blesse
d because they have a great reward in heaven. Indeed they are even to rejoice. Jesus reminds His listeners that they pe
rsecuted the prophets who were before them.

Thus in hearing and acting on the words above. The persecuted are laying the foundation of being on the rock of Jesus 
Himself.  Jesus prophesied what would happen to those who would be hearing his words a few years after His death an
d Resurrection. He has also prophesied today in what His persecuted bride is going through. Just as 2000 years ago. Hi
s words still ring true for the persecuted church today in places like North Korea and Eritrea.

Often in nations like Eritrea those in prison for their faith in Christ will pass scripture around on slips of paper. Verses like
the above are written to encourage those to keep their faith and hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.  So that these believers 
would continue to build their foundation on the rock of Jesus Christ so as to endure and withstand the persecutions that 
are coming up on them.  To keep enduring their imprisonment until Jesus sets them me either by martyrdom, a miraculo
us release from prison, or His soon return.
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As of yet we are not suffering the extent of persecution of those in North Korea are suffering. We still have an opportunit
y to go deeper and build a foundation on the Lord Jesus Christ. Are we availing  ourselves to this opportunity? The pers
ecuted are praying that we will wake up to the reality of the storm that will soon come upon us. Are we building our hope 
on the Lord Jesus Christ? Are we building our hope on the Rock of our salvation?

Dear saints let us pray that the persecuted will continue to build their hooe on the foundation of Jesus himself. Let us sit 
at the feet of the persecuted and pray that we will build our home on the foundation of Jesus Himself.  We must do this if
we are going to withstand the storm that will soon come up on the church in America.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Sunday Morning, Juky 3, 2016, on: 2016/7/3 7:58
.
... Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and t
he sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesu
s, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who did has endured such hostility by sinners against Him
self, so that you will not grow weary and lose and heart. You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your 
striving against sin...Hebrews 12:1-4

Hebrews is a book set against the backdrop of persecution. Indeed it might be said that most of the New Testament, if n
ot all of it, is set against the backdrop of persecution.  I heard someone say that the New Testament was written by the p
ersecuted for the persecuted. It would seem to understand the full weight of New Testament truth one must be experien
cing the reality of persecution. At least we see this in our persecuted brothers and sisters today.  Perhaps this is why the
New Testament is so precious to those in the persecuted church.

The writer of Hebrews is encouraging his hearers that they are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. He would be r
eferring to those in the roll-call of faith chapter of Hebrews 11. But perhaps too the writer would be thinking of those who 
had spulled their blood for the Lord Jesus Christ. No doubt, at this time, Stephen the first martyr, the first witness, would 
be remembered. He would be honored.  I think the martyrs would be on the writer's mind as he says in verse 4, of chapt
er 12, in Hebrews, you have not yet resisted sin to the point of shedding your blood. 

We tend to honor those who have excelled in sports. At least we did years ago. The athletes were looked upon with resp
ect. Indeed as kids growing up we would eat Wheaties, The Breakfast of Champions, to be like our favorite sports hero. 
(Okay I'm a baby boomer so you Millennials don't know what I'm talking about :-)) However given the fact that many we 
considered as heroes in sports have fallen into sin. There is a cynicism about looking up the sports heroes today.

But the early church remembered the martyrs.  They remembered the witnesses of Jesus.  They remembered those wh
o testified of Jesus even with their dying breath.  They drew inspiration and encouragement from the witness of those wh
o laid down their life for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Richard wurmbrand has commented that it was never considered a service in the first century unless the martyrs were r
emembered. Unless those we would call the heroes of the faith were remembered  with respect and honor.

This is not worshipping the martyrs are putting them on a pedestal. But this is remembering with respect those who have
laid down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ. This is remembering those that we will draw encouragement to do the sa
me.

Tomorrow will be July 4th. For many it will be a day of hot dogs and fireworks. For many it will be a day to go to the lake 
and run the motor boat. For some there will be a sober attempt to remember those who signed what we call the Declarat
ion of Independence.  To start us on the path of freedom that this nation and enjoys.
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As we remember those who signed the Declaration of Independence pledging their lives and fortunes to bring freedom t
o this nation. Let us also remember our persecuted brothers and sisters that have laid down their lives for the Lord Jesu
s Christ. Those in times past and those in times present. Let us remember those martyred for their faith in Christ. Let us 
keep our persecuted brothers and sisters who still live in Christ in our thoughts and prayers.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Sunday Evening, Juky 3, 2016 , on: 2016/7/3 21:03
.
... let us lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us...Hebrews 12:1

Back in ancient times marathon runners would wear long robes to the event in which they would compete in.  When the 
command came to line up they would pull these robes off and proceed to the starting line.  These marathon runners wou
ld literally be buck naked.  They may have worn a breech or a loin cloth for modesty.  But literally have very little clothing
on. These marathon runners only had one thing in mind. To compete in their event and win. To compete in their long rob
es would have been unthinkable. They would have stumbled and fallen.  Not to mention the long robes would have slow
ed them down.

The writer of Hebrews would have been thinking of these marathon runners when he said to lay aside every incumbranc
e and the sin which so easily entangles us. His exhortation to his readers would have been just like the marathon runner
s of ancient times.  Lay aside everything that would cause you to trip up here that would slow you down. Lay aside every
thing such as sin which would entangle you. Run your race that is set before you literally but naked.

Several years ago I used to do some preaching in a storefront church. The makeup of the church has mostly African-Am
erican sisters. I remember preaching on the text above Hebrews 12:1-4.  The title of the sermon I was preaching on was
called The Amazing Race. The take off of the TV show that was popular at the time.

Most of the women were my age so I made reference to the Lon Chaney mummy movies that I grew up with.  The sister
s understood when I spoke about the man who came out in Ace bandage  always dragging his right foot. Barely able to 
make about 2 miles an hour as he moved around. Then you had the heroine of the movie who would scream when she 
saw this ace bandage guy coming toward her. The sisters really got into it when I said you wanted to say sister get your 
rear in gear and move. But instead she would scream and faint. One wonders. When one cannot outrun somebody who 
moves around in something which amounts to a bunch of Band-Aids covering him.

Thus I think we as Christians tend to be like Lazarus. We come out of the grave but have not had the grave clothes rem
oved from us. Thus when we run the race are encumbered by the sin and other stuff that sticks to us. So we are barely a
ble to make 2 miles an hour like the mummy.

The persecuted brothers and sisters are not in the situation as I described above. There's a purifying aspect of persecuti
on that tends to burn away the encumbrances and the sin that would entangle them.  These saints are running that race 
but naked. Fixing their eyes on Jesus.

Let us pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters will run their spiritual race in the radical simplicity and purity of devot
ion to Jesus Christ. Let us also pray that we will run that race with that same radical simplicity and purity of devotion to J
esus.

From the shadow of His cross.
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Re: Monday Morning, July 4, 2016, on: 2016/7/4 8:25
.
... and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us... Hebrews 12:1

The great cloud of witnesses that has gone before us. Those we call the martyrs of the faith. And those today we call the
persecuted Church. Have gone before us and many of them have passed into glory. Receiving their reward.

The martyrs have crossed the finish line. They are cheering us on. How will we run that race? The baton is in our hands 
in this final hour of redemptive history. We could very well be the ones in the last lap of the race before Jesus returns. A
gain how will be running that race?  Will we finish well?  Will we finish strong?

I find it a bit disheartening in this forum the witness of one such man who ran the race is being called into question.  For 
consider his words,

...Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim, I box in such a way as not beating the air; but I discipline my body a
nd make it my slave, so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified
... 1 Corithians 9:26-27

... But I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, whi
ch the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved his app
earing...2 Timothy 4:6-8

These are the words of the Apostle Paul. These are the words of the one who some in this forum are saying who missed
the voice of the Holy Spirit and went to Jerusalem. Dare we in our arrogance call into question the witness of one who te
stified of the Lord Jesus Christ to his dying breath.  

Then let us ask ourselves the question. How are we running the race? Can we declare with certainty as the Apostle Paul
did that I buffet  my body, I make it my slave, so that after I have run I will not be disqualified. Can we say that with a cle
ar conscience. And then call into question the witness of the Apostle Paul.

Can we with a clear conscience say that I have faught the good fight, I have kept the faith, I have finished the course.  A
nd then call into question the witness of one who ran the race as the Apostle Paul did.

I think if we are truly honest with ourself the question to the above answers would have to be "no". At least they would h
ave to be "no: in my life.

Brothers and sisters let us judge ourselves rightly. Instead of questioning the witness of those that have gone before us 
as to how they have run the race. For they have crossed the finish line and received their reward.  Let us look to ourselv
es and make sure that we are running the race. Let us look to ourselves with all diligence and pray that we may cross th
e finish line and receive a reward.

While the Apostle Paul is in the presence of Christ. For the persecuted church is in the presence of Christ.  For the mart
yrs have testified of the reality of Jesus Christ and have received the Crown of Life. Let us endeavor to follow in their foo
tsteps and run that race with all endurance fixing our eyes on Jesus. Let us pray that we will endure. Let us pray that we 
will persevere.  Let us pray that we will be found faithful at His appearing.

To God be the glory!!!

From the shadow of His cross.
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Re: Monday Evening, July 4, 2016, on: 2016/7/4 18:43
.
... Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean, and you are clean, but no
t all of you."...John 13:10

We see from Hebrews 12:1 there is a race that we are to run. But sometimes in running that race we find ourselves getti
ng out of the lane that is assigned to us. And we find ourselves getting entangled in sin.  The solution is easy in that we 
confess and repent of our sin.  And then get back in the race.

In John 13 Jesus likens the confession and repenting of our sin to washing our feet.  We are already clean because of o
ur faith in Jesus. But there is the tendency that our feet will lead us to sin.  Thus getting us out of the race.  But the convi
ction of the Holy Spirit will cause us to confess our sin. Then repent and turn away from our sin. And come back to faith i
n Jesus. And start running the race again.

Though the above post does not relate directly to the persecuted church.  I thought the analogy of the foot-washing and t
hey confessing and repenting of sin had connection to the analogy of running the race. Hope this makes sense.

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Tuesday Morning, Juky 5, 2016, on: 2016/7/5 7:04
.
... fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured such hostility by
sinners against himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart...Hebrews 12:2-3

A ministry leader was sharing with me his experiences in driving a motor boat when he was a child.  Rennie, the ministry
leader was out with a neighbor in the neighbor's boat on a lake.  Rennie was about twelve at the time. The neighbor ask
ed Rennie if he would like to drive the boat. Being excited Rennie said yes. 

The neighbor put the boat in gear and gave Rennie the steering wheel.  Being excited, Rennie was steering the boat pre
tty much all over the lake. The neighbor wisely came by Rennie's side and told him to focus on a point on the far shore. 
He said if you focus on that point your course will be more straighter. Doing that Rennie's driving became less erratic. An
d his course became more straighter.

There will be times when the faith of our persecuted brothers and sisters will waver. Their course will be a little less strai
ghter. But the exhortation of the verses above is to fix their eyes on Jesus.  As they look to Jesus their course will becom
e straighter. As they fix their eyes on Jesus their faith will be more perfected in Him.  For He will be the author of their fai
th which will flow out of Jesus.

The exhortation to the persecuted is to consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself. The enc
ouragement that comes from Jesus is that the persecuted will not grow weary and lose heart.

This exhortation is also given to us. I do believe that there will be times of persecution coming up on this nation. Upon th
e church in this nation. As the persecuted draw encouragenent from the above verses. We need to draw encouragement
from these verses also. Not just in times of persecution. But also in our daily walk With Jesus.  

For as we look to Jesus. Our faith will not waver. Our course will be more straighter.

From the shadow of his cross. 
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Re: Additional Insight, on: 2016/7/5 11:58
.
The more we stay focused on Jesus, the less our faith will waiver.

Breaux Blaine 

Re: Tuesday Evening, July 5, 2016, on: 2016/7/5 20:00
.
... For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow 
in his steps,...1 Peter 2:21

"Suffering is not an interruption but a calling."

... Dietrich Bonhoeffer...

As our persecuted brothers and sisters look to Jesus in the midst of their trials and sufferings. They see that they too ha
ve been called to suffer. They too see that they have been called to lay down their lives for Him.  For them suffering and 
martyrdom is not an option. But it is a reality that comes with following Jesus in a restricted nation.  Suffering and martyr
dom are reality to the persecuted in following Christ in a hostile environment.

In places such as North Korea or in Islamic nations to follow Christ is a death sentence.  When one chooses to embrace 
Christ in a hostile nation. They do it with the expectation that they could die the next day.

Brothers and sisters this is not dramatization. This is not sensationalism. But this is the reality of the persecuted I pray fo
r. When I read the profiles and see the videos. To follow Christ will involve suffering and martyrdom for those who are in 
restricted nations.

Yet Peter tells us in the verses above that Jesus expects this of us who follow him. Even we in America should expect s
uffering and persecution if we choose to follow Jesus. For the scriptures say those who desire to live Godly in Christ Jes
us will be persecuted. Given the hostile environment of America. We too should expect suffering and persecution. No on
e is exempt from this. To follow Christ is to suffer for Him.  As Dietrich Bonhoeffer said this is not an interruption. But it is
the calling to follow our Master.

From the shadow of his Cross.

Re: Wednesday  Morning, Juky 6, 2016, on: 2016/7/6 9:49
.
... that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His de
ath; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead...Phillipians 3:10-11

Our persecuted brothers and sisters understand that to know Christ is threefold. That is to know Him.  To know the powe
r of His resurrection.  And to know the fellowship of His sufferings.  They know to follow Christ will be to suffer for Him.  T
hus they embrace the cross as part of following Him in obedience  in suffering and even unto death.

We in America have yet to embrace that reality. The idea of knowing Jesus and the power of his resurrection is quite ap
pealing.  But that third aspect of being in the fellowship of his sufferings strikes at the heart of our flesh. For to share in t
he fellowship of the sufferings of Jesus is to be at the foot of the cross.

Page 38/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

This is a cross that we all are required to take up daily. Not just the persecuted. But also we in America.

May God give us the grace to take up the cross of Jesus and die to the things of this world.

From the shadow of His cross

Wednesday Evening, Juky 6, 2016, on: 2016/7/6 19:42
.
... Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their contact, imitate t
heir faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.. Hebrews 13:7-8

I have been to three Voice of Martyrs conferences in the last few years. In at least two of these conferences they were p
acked out with more than 500 or more people.  For sure many of these people were coming to learn about the persecute
d. But I believe too that they were hungry hearts that wanted to see how those truly lived out a crucified faith in a hostile 
environment. A hostile environment to the Lord Jesus Christ.

American Christianity is pretty shallow. American Christianity has been described as a mile wide and an inch deep. But I
believe there are those in American Christianity that long for a deeper walk with the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe this is w
hy some are responding to the Lord in  VOM conferences and wanting to know more about an authetic faith in Jesus. W
anting to know more how do the persecuted live out a deep authentic faith in the midst of the hostility of Satan.  Yet want
ing more of the reality of Jesus Himself in their hearts. That same reality of Jesus that are persecuted brothers and sister
s have.

I believe the above verses are speaking to us in this day and age. We look to our persecuted brothers and sisters who s
peak the word to us and consider the results of their conduct. Our desire is to imitate their faith. For the same Jesus that 
is working in their lives. He is also working in our lives in the midst of our sufferings.

This is why it is so important that we learn the history of the martyrs in times past and times present. This is why we mus
t keep our persecuted brothers and sisters in prayer and pray for them. But this is also why we must let their testimony s
peak to our hearts to encourage us to go deeper in Jesus.

Brothers and sisters let us pray for our persecuted family in the midst of their sufferings that their faith will not waver. Th
at they will go deeper in Christ. But likewise let us pray that we draw from their testimony. That as they lead us and spea
k forth His word from their testimony. And as we see Jesus working in their lives.  Jesus will also work in our lives as we 
go deeper in Him in the midst of our persecutions and sufferings that we will soon endure.

From the shadow of His cross.
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Re: Thursday Morning, July 7, 2016, on: 2016/7/7 11:38
.
...Then he went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father if it is possible let this cup pass 
from me; yet not as I will, but as you will...Matthew 26:39

... Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was gi
ven me a thorn in the flesh; a messenger of Satan to torment me ---to keep ne from exalting myself! Concerning this I im
plored the Lord three times that it might leave me. And He said to me, "My grace is suuficient for you, for power is perfec
ted in weakness."  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ May dwell
in me...2 Corithians 12:7-9.

There must be times that are persecuted brothers and sisters cry out to be released from their sufferings. And this is all r
ight. Even Jesus cried out to be released from the suffering he would undergo at the cross. Yet He prayed not my will bu
t yours be done. Paul cried out to be released from the thorn in his flesh whatever it was. Yet the Lord answered him an
d said my grace is sufficient for you. For my power is perfected in weakness.

Our pereecuted brothers and sisters, no doubt cry out, to be released from their sufferings. Yet they hear God saying to t
hem that my grace is sufficient for you. I will help you walk through the trials and tribulations.  As they walk through the s
ufferings in the grace of Jesus. Truly His power is perfected in the weakness of the persecuted church.

Dear saints let us pray this day that the grace of Jesus will be upon the persecuted church.  Likewise let us also pray tha
t the grace of Jesus will be upon us in the midst of our sufferings as they come upon us.

Truly, this is from the Shadow of his cross.

Re: Friday Evening, July 8, 2016, on: 2016/7/8 18:23
.
... I saw the Lord always in my presence; for He is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken... Acts 2:25

... At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.  But the Lord stoo
d with me and strengthened me so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentil
es might hear and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me 
safely to his heavenly kingdom, to him be the glory forever and ever. Amen... 2nd Timothy 4:16-18

Paul shares much about his sufferings and persecutions for the Lord Jesus. One thing that comes out is that his intimac
y with the Lord Jesus saw him through the trials of his sufferings for Christ.  This is also seen in the lives of our persecut
ed brothers and sisters. Be they in times past or times present. It is their intimany with Jesus that sustains them in the mi
dst of their afflictions.  In the depth of their sufferings for Christ there is a reality of Christ that is strange to us who do not
suffer as the persecuted do.

A brother once shared with me that one hour spent in the presence of someone who has undergone the fires of persecut
ion will expose the shallowness of our western-style faith.  I have found this to be a profound comment.

It is intimacy with Christ. It is a deep abiding relationship in Him that will see us through the fires of persecution.  But suc
h intimacy must be cultivated with Him. It requires a sacrifice of time. It requires a sacrifice of shutting out distractions an
d clutter in our lives.  It basically requires us sitting at the feet of his cross and dying to the things of this world. Dying to t
his world period.  For Paul said may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ of which the world has be
en crucified to me to the world.

We cannot decide when persecution comes that we will cultivate intimacy with Jesus. Intimacy with Jesus must be cultiv
ated now while we still have the freedom to pray and read or hear the word.  Intimacy with Jesus involves that we are in 
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relationship with Him.

We must learn to hear His voice.  Our hearts must be in tune with his heart.  When He moves we move. When He stops 
we stop.  Our relationship must be so close and intimate to Him that we can clearly hear His voice. And recognize the vo
ice of the stranger and flee from it.

Our persecuted brothers and sisters are in close intimate relationship with Jesus. This is a necessary reality for them so 
that they can endure the persecutions that they are in. This has to be a necessary reality for us so that we can endure w
hat will come up on this land.

Brothers and sisters let us pray that our persecuted brother stay an intimate relationship with Jesus. Let us also pray tha
t we will stay an intimate relationship with Jesus.

For this is truly from the shadow of His cross.

Re: Saturday Evening, Juky 9, 2016, on: 2016/7/9 20:55
Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Brother Frank just taught me how to cut and paste this quote above.  Now I am really going to be dangerous on the foru
m. :-)

Re: Sunday Evening, July 10, 2016, on: 2016/7/10 20:18
There is remarkable freedom in having no expectations, no plans for tomorrow. The question I and many others start ev
ery day with is this: â€œJesus, what do You have planned for me and my family?â€• Only today matters. Only how I live
for Jesus counts. Everything else is superficial. When I hand over my life to my Lord, knowing each day may be my last 
one on this earth, I am more at peace than ever before.

Tom Doyle, Killing Christians: Living the Faith Where It's Not Safe to Believe

... Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will care of yourself. Each day has enough trouble of its own...Matthew 6:
34

Re: , on: 2016/7/10 22:21
Bonheiffer's quote was in respect to the Holocaust in his day. I believe it has wide application to many such things, but m
ost specifically in our day to the New Holocaust, the Genocide/Infanticide of Abortion. Totally

Re: , on: 2016/7/10 22:26
Tom Doyle's book you referenced is a "MUST READ" in my book. It's hard to listen to at times, but a must read nonethel
ess. His book, "Dreams & Visions" about Muslims coming to Christ through Dreams & visions is a must read too. Amazin
g testimonies. Doyle was admittedly a skeptic of these stories until he went and interviewed them himself (he is a journal
ist). Really a God glorifying faith builder. I listened to the audiobook of Killing Christians with my family & my 2 oldest boy
s have both read "Dreams & Visions". Good stuff indeed

Page 41/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

Re: , on: 2016/7/10 22:27
But dear brother what of the holocaust of today, the genocide of Christians who are being slaughtered by the likes of Isis
, by the likes of Kim Jung Un, by the likes of Isaias Affwerki, and so on?

Who cries out for the persecuted? Does anyone have the courage to answer this question?

From the shadow of His cross.

Re: Jeff , on: 2016/7/10 22:38
Indeed brother. I have read both books. Both have opened my eyes to the realities of the persecuted Church. Indeed bot
h books are a must-read. Though the content may be disturbing to some.  The stories are incredible and true.

Brother Blaine 

Re: , on: 2016/7/10 22:50
Yeah, definitely Blaine, that too. Both issues on the heart of God for which not to speak is itself evil. Totally agreed broth
er

Re: Monday Morning, June 11,  2016, on: 2016/7/11 7:47
.
... For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure has come. I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, whi
ch the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day and not only for me, but also all who have loved His appea
ring.

Our brothers and sisters in persecuted nations would read the above verses in be encouraged. For they see in the Apost
le Paul their own testimony.  What persecuted believer in North Korea or Eritrea or Somalia would not say that they are 
being poured out as a drink offering? What persecuted believer in China or Iran would not say that they have run the rac
e, they have kept the faith, they have finished the course?  What persecuted believer in Somalia today would not say tha
t there is waiting for them a crown of righteousness that they will receive when they are bathed in the blood of martyrdo
m?

My brother or sister in the west can we make such a statement as the Apostle Paul made in the above verses? Can we 
make such statements as our brothers and sisters would make in restricted nations? Can we say that we are being pour
ed out as drink offerings as the time of our departure grows near?  Can we say that there is waiting for us a crown of rig
hteousness?

Sobering questions which call for sobering answers for us in the West.

Never did the church so much prosper and so truly thrive as when she was baptized in the blood. The ship of the church
never sails so gloriously along as when the bloody spray of her martyrs falls on her deck. We must suffer and we must di
e, if we are ever to conquer this world for Christ." 
- Charles Spurgeon

From the shadow of His cross.

Page 42/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

Re: Thursday Morning, July 14, 2016, on: 2016/7/14 6:10
.
... They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is 
offering service to God...John 16:2

...Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside the gate. So let us go 
out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach...Hebrews 13:12-13

The Anabaptists were a group of Jesus followers who came out of the Reformation.  Traditional church history has not b
een fair to this precious group of saints.  These believers  suffered much for their faith in Jesus Christ. They suffered mu
ch for their belief in the truth.

The brothers and sisters of Anabaptist suasion saw that believers in Jesus Christ were to be baptized only and not infant
s.  They saw that the church was a group of saints who voluntarily committed their lives to Jesus. They saw that this chu
rch was separate from the world and the state. This put them at odds with the Catholic and Protestant Church State insti
tutions of their time.  Thus they were persecuted horribly by both the Catholic and the Protestant church state structures.

Michael Sattler was one of the young leaders of the Anabaptists.  He was converted out of the darkness of Catholicism b
eing the assistant prior of an Abbey. Coming to evangelical convictions of the Anabaptists, he arose to become one of th
eir leaders. Michael Sattller was captured by the Catholics and horribly tortured. Eventually he would be martyred.

There is an account where the Catholic cardinal who was Prosecuting Michael became so angry.  He said "I would put y
ou to death and sleep at night and think that I was doing God a service."

I do not know if these are the exact words as I am trying to remember them from the movie, The Radicals.  But hopefully
I have captured the gist of the scene of that movie.

We certainly see this where the religious leadership put Jesus to death. And many of them probably slept that night not k
nowing that they were crucifying the Son of God. Duribg the Reformation how many Protestant and Catholic church lead
ers put evangelical brothers and sisters to death and went to their beds that night with a clear conscience believing they 
had done God a service?

Even in recent times we see the Orthodox church collaborating with the Communists to put Christians in prison and to d
eath.  In Central Asia the Orthodox Church will collaborate with an oppressive Soviet-style government to put the Evang
elical Christians in prison, and no doubt put to death.

Jesus warned that a man's enemies will be the enemies of his own household.  I realized he was speaking of physical fa
milies. But is it possible that the enemies of the persecuted will be those in their own ranks. Paul did warn that savage w
olves would come in to the church not sparing the body.  Even Jesus was betrayed by one of His own.

We look at the spread of Islam. Knowing what the Muslims believe we know that they are clearly enemies of the Gospel.
The same can be said of the Communist or the Hindus or the Buddhist. Even the secular humanist.  But the hardest ene
my to discern will be those within our own ranks.

I believe as the church in America grows more apostate. The true remnant will be forced out of the existing evangelical s
tructure.  Those who truly cling to Christ and His cross will be betrayed by those they thought who are their brothers and 
sisters.

Dear saints let us be prepared to join our persecuted brothers and sisters in other parts of the world to go outside the ca
mp and suffer with Jesus.  Let us not be surprised when we are betrayed by those we thought who were our brothers an
d sisters. Let us not be surprised when we are put outside of the existing structured Church. For our true fellowship may 
be with those dear saints who are in the death camps.  For these will be the ones who will truly suffer with Jesus and lay
down their lives for him.

From the shadow of His cross.
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Re: Friday Morning, July 15, 2016, on: 2016/7/15 6:31
.
... Therefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go
to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach... Hebrews 13:12-13

Hebrews is a book written against the backdrop of persecution. There were precious saints who were coming under pers
ecution by those of the Jews.  So the temptation for these believers would be to go back to Judaism to avoid the persec
ution.

This temptations is before our brothers and sisters today in restricted nations.  For the Muslim or Hindu who has had an 
experience with the Lord Jesus Christ and chooses to follow Him. There will be the temptation from family members to r
eturn to the faith from which they left to follow Christ.  Particularly as persecution comes up on the new believer in Jesus
. There will be the temptation to return to his religion and family. There will be the temptation to return to avoid the perse
cution.

Yes Jesus suffered outside the camp. He is inviting those who follow him to come and suffer. He is inviting those who fol
low Him to take up His cross which is a sign of reproach. In the words of Bonhoeffer when Jesus bids a man to come to 
Him he bids him come and die.

Yet this is one aspect of following Jesus. That is following Him in the fellowship of His sufferings.  This is very strange for
us in the West. We would rather take the first two parts of Philippians 3:10 where Paul says I want to know Christ and th
e power of His resurrection.  But to know Jesus in the fellowship of his sufferings being conformed to his death strikes at
the heart of our flesh.  It strikes at the heart of our flesh because we come face-to-face with a cross.

The persecuted understand this. They come face-to-face with the cross daily.  A pastor may kiss his beloved wife in a re
stricted nation and say "My beloved wife I pray I see you by the end of this day. But if not, I will see you in heaven."  This
is not being morbid. But this pastor has accepted the fact that his life is forfeit for the Lord Jesus Christ.  That this day co
uld very well be his last day on this earth.  A terrorist attack or a bomb blast could very well send him into the presence o
f Jesus.  This is the reality of what our brothers and sisters live out in places like the Middle East.

Our persecuted brothers and sisters have accepted the invitation to go outside the camp the camp of their family the ca
mp of their religion, and suffer the reproach of carrying the cross of Christ. They have chosen to camp in The fellowship 
of His sufferings at the foot of the cross.  Brothers and sisters are we willing to do the same.

Truly from the shadow of His cross

Re: Further Food for Thiught, on: 2016/7/15 8:42
.
Your soul was bought for a price far greater than the world on the cross; everything Satan offers you in exchange for you
r soul is from the world and absolutely worthless.

John 3:16
Felix Wantang, God's Blueprint of the Holy Bible

...But may it never be that I would boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ through which the world has been c
rucified to me, and I to the world...Galatians 6:14

Truly from the foot of His cross
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Re: Friday Afternoon, July 15, 2016, on: 2016/7/15 13:41
.
"Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for us, we have to see it as something done by us."â€• John 
R.W. Stott

The above quote by our departed brother in Christ is so true.  All throughout the New Testament the emphasis is not so 
much on apprehending the benefits what has been done for us at the cross. But the emphasis is more to take up our cro
ss and follow Jesus.  All too often we want the benefits of the cross. But all to seldom we want to take up the demands o
f the cross.  That is for us in America.

Again for a persecuted believer living in North Korea or Somalia, they willingly take up the cross to follow Jesus. For in t
heir sufferings to follow Him they are in the school of suffering of Jesus Himself.

Again this is very strange for us in American Christendom. For we are so attached to the things of this world. A brother fr
om a restricted nation remarked that it is far more challenging to be a Christian in America than in a persecuted nation.  
Mainly that Satan is far more clever to seduce the Christiane by worldly attractions.

In the last few posts I have been meditating on Hebrews 13:12-13,

... Therefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go
out to Him outside the camp, bearing his reproach...

Jesus is inviting those who follow Him to come outside the camp and come to a cross. To come to a cross of reproach. 
To come to a cross of death.  

But notice He is saying to come outside the camp. In a sense He's calling for for us to  separate, from the camp of this w
orld. He's inviting us to come to his cross and die to the things of this world.  

1 John 2:15-17 says,

... Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is
from the world. The world is passing away, and also it's lusts, but the one who does the will of God lives forever...

But then how do we not love the things of this world. Consider what our brother Paul wrote in Galatians 6:14,

... But may never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been c
rucified to me, and I to the world...

If we truly want to see what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us at the cross. Then let us take up our cross to follow Hi
m.

From the foot of His cross.

Re: Friday Evening. Juky 15, 2016, on: 2016/7/15 21:19
.
What encourages us to preach the gospel in captive nations is that, there, those who become Christians are full of love 
and zeal.  I have never met one single lukewarm Russian Christian.  Former young Communists and Muslims become e
xceptional disciples of Christ...

Whoever has known the spiritual beauty of the underground church cannot be satisfied anymore with the emptiness of s
ome Western churches...
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One out of every five people in the world live in Communist China, where thousands of lay Christians evangelize without
"permission."

Persecution has always produced a better Christian--a witnessing Christian, a soul-winning Christian.

Communist persecution has backfired and produced serious, dedicated Christians such as are rarely seen in free lands.

These people cannot understand how anyone can be a Christian and not want to win every soul they meet...

These millions of dedicated, true and fervent believers in the lay church have been purified by the very fires of persecuti
on which the Communists hoped would destroy them...

In a letter smuggled out secretly, the underground church said, "We don't pray to be better Christians, but that we may b
e the only kind of Christians God means us to be:  Christlike Christians, that is, Christians who bear willingly the cross fo
r God's glory."

...Richard Wormbrandt...

From the foot of His cross.

Re: Saturday Morning, July 16, 2016, on: 2016/7/16 6:26
.
... Therefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside the gate. So, let us go
out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach...Hebrews 13:12-13

... But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and
purity of devotion to Christ... 2 Corithians 11:3

As I read about the persecuted church and those rare times I have met persecuted believers from the front lines, I'm stru
ck by their simple and pure devotion to Jesus.  These brothers and sisters do not have theological degrees from leading 
seminaries.  They honestly could not tell you what a logical fallacy is. They could not expand to you Van Tillian presuppo
sitionalism.  These precious saints would be scoffed at by some in the forum here because of their theological ignorance
.

But these precious brothers and sisters would be characterized by one thing.  They would stand out as having been with
Jesus. They would stand out because they carry within them the Living Word himself. They would stand out because the
y are in the shadow and at the foot of the cross. Indeed they would stand out because they carry the cross of Jesus for 
His glory.

There is a sweet preciousness in the saint that has gone through the fires of persecution and suffering. There is a broke
ness in them that manifests the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Jesus in their lives.  The scriptures tell us that as Mary
broke the bottle or vial of perfume in preparation to anoint Jesus the fragrance filled the whole room.  So as the persecut
ed are broken before the Lord as a sacrifice to Him, we too can smell their fragrance.

In Hebrews 13:12-13 the exhortation is to go out to Him.  So simple, yet so profound. The exhortation to believers is to g
o to Jesus.  Even in the midst of their persecutions and afflictions, the believers are to go out to Jesus.  The exhortation i
s not to go to theology or sound doctrine or even go to the Bible. The exhortation is simply to go to Jesus.

Yet the enemy will seek the draw one away from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. The enemy will seek to dr
aw one into fruitless discussions on logical fallacies, Van Tillian presuppositions, or nen ruling over women.  And these a
re considered godly discussions?

The persecuted are not drawn into such discussions. For them their concern is staying at the foot of the cross. For them 
their concern is the simplicity and purity of devotion to Jesus in carrying that cross.  

I wonder if our discussions in the forum would not be better served if we encouraged one another to stay at the foot of th
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e cross. Indeed to encourage one another to carry the cross along with our persecuted brothers and sisters.

My thoughts this morning from the foot of the cross.

Re: , on: 2016/7/16 11:36
So, dwelling at the 'foot of the cross' includes judgementalism concerning those, like the apostle Paul, who are called to 
discern and call out error and misinterpretation of scripture, for not having the 'simple faith' that these so called paragons
have? Blaine your halo is slipping. We do not have the same callings in our walk and have no right to criticise the work o
f others in their service.

I am not saying that l have this calling by the way.

Re: Saturday Midday, July 16, 2016, on: 2016/7/16 12:25
.
for not having the 'simple faith' that these so called paragons have? 

Who might these "so-called paragons" be.  Would that be the 21 Coptic believers who were martyred for their "simple fai
th" in Jesus over a year ago on the shores of Libya?  Would that be the 2000 or so believers who are imprisoned in ship
ping containers for their "simple faith" in Jesus in the nation of Eritrea?  Would that be the tens of thousands who are im
prisoned in the death camps of North Korea for their "simple faith" in Jesus?  Would that be those saints who spill their bl
ood for Jesus every 5 minutes for their "simple faith" in Jesus?

I think we call these "paragons" who have that simple faith in Jesus our persecuted brothers and sisters.  

I ask that those who post on this thread please show them the respect that they deserve.  For these precious saints go t
hrough persecutions that we may yet have to go through. And it is at their feet we may have to sit to learn how to have t
hat simple faith in Jesus in the midst of our trials and tribulations.

From the foot of His cross

Re: Saturday Afternoon, June 16, 2016, on: 2016/7/16 18:05
.
I posted this earlier on the Forum under General topics.  This is my response to a question posed earlier in this devotion
al thread.  I believe this question was posed in a sarcastic and cynical way. My spirit is grieved over those who lay down 
their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ. The following is my response.

...........................

And who are the paragons...My response
.
On February 15th last year, 21 believers in Christ were marched out on the shores of Libya. Each one of these saints we
re martyred by ISIS for their faith in Jesus Christ by having their head sawed off. Each one of these saints died with one 
name on their lips. That is the name of Jesus Christ. These were the paragons.

In April last year, 150 students were slain at a Bible College in Kenya by Islamic extremists. They were targeted for their 
faith in Jesus Christ. These were the paragons.
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There are tens of thousands of Christians who are in prison for their faith in Jesus Christ in the death camps of North Ko
rea. Estimates vary. But there could be as many as over 50,000 Believers and their families of 3 generations imprisoned
for their simple faith in Jesus Christ. Their sentence is death. For they will surely die in these death camps. These are th
e paragons.

There are approximately 2,000 to 3000 believers who are imprisoned for their faith in Jesus Christ in Eritrea. Most of the
m are kept in shipping containers that are hot in the day and cold at night. Their crime of imprisonment is faith in Jesus 
Christ. Many have been in the shipping containers for upwards of 10 years. Many died in the shipping containers of hun
ger and disease. Many of these precious saints could be let go if they would renounce their faith in Christ. Refusing to d
o this brings certain martyrdom up on them. To the best of my knowledge not one single saint has renounced their faith i
n Christ for freedom. These are the paragons.

It is estimated by persecution ministries that every 5 minutes a saint spills their blood for Jesus Christ. That comes out to
about 300 people a day who are martyred for their faith in Jesus Christ. That works out to about one hundred thousand s
aints a year who go to be under that alter that we read about in Revelation. These are the paragons.

Members of the forum the paragons are our brothers and sisters in the persecuted Church persecuted church.

Earlier today the question was posed on my devotional thread, " who are these paragons who have this simple faith in J
esus"? I believe the question was posed in a cynical and sarcastic way. The way this question is asked is very grievous t
o my spirit for those who take up the cross of Jesus Christ and lay down their lives for Him.

Whatever we may think about the persecuted church. And I realize the persecuted church is not a popular topic on Serm
on Index. I do not believe that we have the right to malign them and be sarcastic and cynical in our attitude toward those
who are being martyred for their faith in Christ.

Brothers and sisters I ask each one of you including myself. How many of us would have the courage do endure what th
ose in North Korea or Eritrea are enduring.

Whatever we may think about our persecuted brothers and sisters. Let us not malign them or be sarcastic at our attitude
toward them. If anything let us pray for them. For they are surely praying for us. They are surely praying that we will hav
e the grace to endure the hell that will soon break out on us as they are enduring.

Posted by Blaine Scogin

From the foot of His cross

Re: Sunday Morning, July  17, 2016 , on: 2016/7/17 10:56
.
On the Few Lovers of the Cross of Jesus

Jesus has many who love His Kingdom in Heaven, but few who bear His Cross (Luke 14:27). He has many who desire c
omfort, but few who desire suffering. He finds many to share His feast, but few His fasting. All desire to rejoice with Him, 
but few are willing to suffer for His sake. Many follow Jesus to the Breaking of Bread, but few to the drinking of the Cup o
f His Passion. Many admire His miracles, but few follow Him in the humiliation of His Cross. Many love Jesus as long as 
no hardship touches them. Many praise and bless Him, as long as they are receiving any comfort from Him. But if Jesus 
withdraw Himself, they fall to complaining and utter dejection

... Thomas a kempis ...

... And he who does not take His cross and follow after Me is not worthy of me... Matthew 10:38

In the last several months there have been reports coming out of China about the government tearing down  crosses off 
of church buildings.  All done under the name of beautification. And this is regrettable. This certainly shows a crackdown
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of the Chinese government toward those who follow Christ.

But the underground church in China sees the cross as something different.  They do not see the cross as something th
at has to be put on top of a building. The underground church sees the cross as something that is to be carried.  The per
secuted church in China sees the cross as something that they take up and carry in their suffering through Jesus.  The 
Chinese Church see suffering for Jesus as taking up their cross for Him.

Indeed this is the reality of the persecuted church in all of the restricted nations.  For to follow Christ is to take up His cro
ss.  For to follow Christ is to die to self in order to live for Him.

For us in the West the cross is something on top of a church building or at the front of the church in the worship center. 
Or the cross is something we wear around our neck. We do not see the cross as something that we are to take up. We d
o not see the cross as an instrument of death to our self and our desires.  We see the cross as salvation for us. But we d
o not see the cross as something Jesus requires of us to take up to follow Him.

In communion or the Lord's table, we thank the Lord for His death on the cross for our sins.  For sure Jesus certainly die
d for us. But are we dying for Him.  Paul wrote in the verses below,

... For the Love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, there for all died; and he died for all, so 
that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for him who died and rose again on their behalf... 2 Corithians 
5:14-15

Jesus died so that we would not live for ourselves but for Him. He died to save us from ourselves so that we would live f
or Him.  Paul writes,

... Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's slave. You wer
e bought with a price, do not become slaves of men... 1 Coritthians 7:23-24

Brothers and sisters if anything we are to be slaves to Christ. A slave has no rights. He is under authority to his master. I
f anything our Master has died for us to save us from the tyrany of sin. Our master died to save us from the tyranny of th
e devil himself.  Because of this we serve him out of a heart of love and gratitude. As He died for us. We are willing to di
e for Him.

Our persecuted brothers and sisters understand this all too clearly. As they die to themselves daily on the cross they car
ry. They are prepared to face death tomorrow. As they lose their lives for Christ. They realize they cannot lose what they
do not possess.  The missionary Jim Elliot was quoted as saying,

"No man is a fool to give up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."

We in the west will need to learn the way of the cross. We will need to learn to die to ourselves daily. We need to die to t
he lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the biastful pride of life. We need to die to ourselves. For this will surely b
e necessary to do if we are to endure the persecution that will soon fall upon us.

May God grant us the grace to die to ourselves so that we might live for Jesus.

From the foot of His cross.
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Re: Tuesday Morning, July 19. 2016, on: 2016/7/19 6:48
.
... James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus, saying, "Teacher, we want for You to do for us whatev
er we ask of You."  And he said to them, "What do you want me to do for you?"  They said to Him, " Grant that we may si
t, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory."  But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am Baptized?"  They said to Hi
m, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptis
m with which I am baptized.  But to sit at my right or on my left, this is not mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared."...Mark 10:35-40

The persecuted brothers and sisters who read the passage above must wonder about the sons of Zebedee.  They proba
bly see James and John rushing into the presence of Jesus and wanting to sit in His glory with their crowns. Not realizin
g that before a crown there must come a cross.

Of course our persecuted brothers and sisters are looking at the New Testament from the other  side of the cross.  They 
realize that they are called to drink the cup of suffering that Jesus drinks and to be baptized with His death. 

We too have that same understanding of the New Testament. We should be reading it from the other side of the cross. 
We should be looking at the above passage to realize that suffering will proceed glory.  That before a crown there will be
a cross that we must take up and carry.

But I fear all too often we in the West want to rush in and claim the glory of God. Almost as it were to get the crown. With
out realizing that we run into the cross that stands in the way. Thus the choice is either we turn around and avoid the cro
ss thus forfeiting the crown. Or we choose to take up our cross with the expectation that there will be a crown awaiting u
s as we die to ourself.  The one thing we cannot do is to go around the cross. But we can walk away from the cross or c
hoose to take it up.

When Jesus asked John and James are you able to drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptiz
ed with. They said we are able. Honestly I do not think they realized what they were saying. Jesus told them that they w
ould drink his cup and be baptized with His baptism. Not realizing, they were looking at martyrdom.

Our brothers and sisters in persecuted nations realize this. They realize that the cup of suffering and the baptism of deat
h is the cross that they willingly take up to follow Jesus.  The question to us in the west is are we willing to take up the cr
oss.  Are we willing to drink of his cup of suffering and receive His baptism of death to receive the crown that certainly a
waits us in heaven?  Are we realizing that we too are looking at martyrdom?

From The foot of His cross.

Re: , on: 2016/7/19 9:25
Blaine brother

Quote:
-------------------------I ask that those who post on this thread please show them the respect that they deserve. For these precious saints go through pers
ecutions that we may yet have to go through. And it is at their feet we may have to sit to learn how to have that simple faith in Jesus in the midst of our 
trials and tribulations.
-------------------------

I did not mean the persecuted, and you do not know the extent that those on the forum suffer for their faith personally bu
t do not speak about it and it is not on the news.

I meant that you are very quick to judge the brethren here and comparing them to the ones you pray for.
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Re: Tuesday Evening. July 19. 2016, on: 2016/7/19 18:37
.
These are thoughts from a dear pastor who recently lost his wife a few days ago. She was brutally attacked by Muslens 
as she was sharing Jesus on the streets of a town in Nigeria.

--------------------

My desire is that our persecutors get to know God â€“ our desire is to see God arresting them one by one to confess Jes
us Christ,â€• Pastor Elisha said. â€œYou know when Jesus Christ saves their souls, Satan and hell will lose. If we desir
e that those who persecute us should die, then we are increasing the population of hell. The Bible says there is rejoicing 
in heaven when a sinner repents.â€•

"Our persecutors were also created in Godâ€™s image,â€• he said. â€œIt is because we are weak that we think people
that are doing evil are stronger. But if we are committed, God knows how to handle our persecutors and increase people
coming to His kingdom."

Olawale is a martyr whose faith has challenged many peopleâ€™s lives, he said.
 
â€œThis challenge is that we need to wake up to the task of sharing the gospel,â€• he said. â€œMy joy in this tragedy i
s that my wife is resting in the bosom of the Lord. That a woman with children, not a girl, could just sacrifice her life for C
hrist. I am telling you if we are going to the same heaven she is in now, then we need to wake up.â€•
 
With Christians facing persecution throughout most of Nigeria, especially in the northeast, Pastor Elisha said the more p
ersecution the church experiences, the more growth and glory to God.
 
â€œIn John 16:1-2, Jesus told us that He would not leave us in ignorance â€“ that a time is coming when people will dra
g us out of synagogues or churches to kill us and think that they are rendering service to God, because they donâ€™t k
now Him or the Father.â€•
 
Persecution is not a punishment, but rather enduring persecution faithfully is a way of expressing Christâ€™s love, he s
aid, adding that there is a need to pray for Christians in northern Nigeria and assist those in need. They need to be enco
uraged in prayers to respond to persecution not with violence, but with Christâ€™s message of peace, love and joy, he 
said.
 
â€œWe are sheep, and He is the Shepherd,â€• he said. â€œA sheep cannot fight for itself.â€•

--------------

Brothers and sisters such profound Insight from a man whose wife was recently madtyred.  Only by the grace of Jesus c
ould this man endure the loss of his wife. And still want to see the murders of his wife come to Jesus.

This truly is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Wednesday, Morning,  July 20,  2016, on: 2016/7/20 7:26
.
Brothers and sisters the martyrdom of precious brethen is not merely something that occurred 2000 years ago. Or somet
hing that occurred in Foxes Book of Martyrs or Martyrs Mirror.  But the martyrdom of believers is an ongoing reality in thi
s day and age. Below are the thoughts of brother Elisha as he shares about his dear wife who was recently martyred. Th
is took place in Nigeria.

-------------

Mojisola Olawale, a deaconesThe last words of an evangelist who was killed while she was street-preaching here on Sat
urday (July 9) were, â€œBlood of Jesus,â€• her husband told Morning Star News.
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Â 

Eunices in the Redeemed Christian Church of God that her husband pastors in a suburb of Abuja, was stabbed and cut t
o death by a band of Islamists in the streets of Kubwa in the early morning. Born July 23, 1974, the mother of seven chil
dren was killed two weeks before her 42ndbirthday. Â  Â Â 

â€œMy wife loved Jesus so very much,â€• pastor Olawale Elisha of the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG), in
the Gbazango area of Kubwa, told Morning Star News. â€œSome of the people living close to the spot where she was k
illed told us that they heard her last words as she was being murdered. They said she was shouting, â€˜Blood of Jesus! 
Blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus!â€™ And that was the end.â€•

His wife had a premonition about being in heaven a few weeks before her death, he told Morning Star News.
Â 
â€œThere was a day three weeks back when she called out and said, â€˜â€¦my Husband.â€™ I responded thinking she
had something to tell me, but then she told me she was not talking to me, but Jesus. I responded by telling her that she i
s right by saying she was a heavenly bride, but by still living here on earth, I was her husband. And she jokingly asked w
hether I was jealous of her becoming the bride of Christ. After laughing over things, she began to sing of Christ being the
lover of her soul.â€•
Â 
The day before she was killed, he asked the family if they would pray together in the living room in advance of her going 
to Abuja for a womenâ€™s fellowship conference.
Â 
â€œHowever, she asked me to kindly allow her have some quiet time with the Lord,â€• he said. â€œAnd when she wen
t into our bedroom, she was there praying for three hours. She was in there praising and worshipping God. And when sh
e finally came out of the bedroom, I could sense the peace and brightness of God on her face.â€•
Â 

Unspeakable pain accompanies the fond memories and martyr theology. When on Saturday (July 9) some of Pastor Elis
haâ€™s children overheard neighborhood kids playing soccer say that a woman who preaches regularly had been killed
, they rushed home to ask him if she had returned.
Â 
â€œI tried calling her mobile phone but was unable to dial her phone number, as my hands were shaking and my mind 
unstable at the news,â€• he said. â€œWe then rushed out to the scene.â€•
Â 
People playing soccer at the scene of the attack could not tell the pastor, his son and daughter what had happened, he s
aid â€“ they only looked at them. A police officer confirmed that a woman had been killed and told him to go to a police s
tation to find out her identity. He and the two children drove to the police station, parking the car outside the station gate
s since they were barricaded for security reasons.
Â 
â€œAs we were entering the premises of the police station, we saw a police pick-up van driving past us at the gate,â€• 
he said. â€œMy daughter turned around and looked inside the pick-up truck and saw the corpse of my wife; she scream
ed, and this attracted my attention to the back of the truck. I saw the corpse of my wife and could not bear what I saw. I c
ollapsed and was on the ground while my children were crying.â€•
Â 
A police officer took his cell phone and called two of his associate pastors to come over to the police station. They also c
alled Pastor Elishaâ€™s younger brother, since the pastor was too devastated to drive. Police later came to his home to
get a statement from him.
Â 
Olawale had been preaching Christ on the streets for six years, following in the footsteps of her evangelist mother, the p
astor said.
Â 
â€œI was told that my mother in-law would go â€˜round streets, ringing a bell and urging passersby to receive Jesus int
o their lives,â€• he said. â€œSharing the gospel with others on the street is a lifestyle to my wifeâ€™s family. Her young
er sister also goes out to the streets to preach Christ. Love and compassion is the hallmark of the life of my wife.â€•
Â 
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Olawale is a martyr whose faith has challenged many peopleâ€™s lives, he said.
Â 
â€œThis challenge is that we need to wake up to the task of sharing the gospel,â€• he said. â€œMy joy in this tragedy i
s that my wife is resting in the bosom of the Lord. That a woman with children, not a girl, could just sacrifice her life for C
hrist. I am telling you if we are going to the same heaven she is in now, then we need to wake up.â€•
Â 
With Christians facing persecution throughout most of Nigeria, especially in the northeast, Pastor Elisha said the more p
ersecution the church experiences, the more growth and glory to God.
Â 
â€œIn John 16:1-2, Jesus told us that He would not leave us in ignorance â€“ that a time is coming when people will dra
g us out of synagogues or churches to kill us and think that they are rendering service to God, because they donâ€™t k
now Him or the Father.â€•
Â 
Persecution is not a punishment, but rather enduring persecution faithfully is a way of expressing Christâ€™s love, he s
aid, adding that there is a need to pray for Christians in northern Nigeria and assist those in need. They need to be enco
uraged in prayers to respond to persecution not with violence, but with Christâ€™s message of peace, love and joy, he 
said.
Â 
â€œWe are sheep, and He is the Shepherd,â€• he said. â€œA sheep cannot fight for itself.â€•

--------------

This truly is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Thursday Morning, July 21, 2016, on: 2016/7/21 7:04
.
... And when He had taken a cup, and given thanks  He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it all of you; for this is my blo
od of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins."... Matthew 26;27-28

They said she was shouting, â€˜Blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus!â€™ And that was the end.â€•

Our dear sister Eunice gladly accepted the cup of her Beloved Husband.  Her Beloved Bridegroom. And her last words 
were Blood of Jesus!  Blood of Jesus!  Blood of Jesus! The words poured from her mouth as she was being hacked to pi
eces by Islamic jihadists.

One really cannot know what was taking place as this dear sister was experiencing the martyrdom for her Bridegroom. 
One cannot really know why she was crying out blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus!

Some of our charismatic brethren might say she was calling on the blood of Jesus to protect her from the evil that was c
oming up on her.
But I believe there was something deeper here. Something far more powerful was taking place.

As another sister and I have reflected on the martyrdom of our dear sister Eunice, the Spirit has given us these Revelati
ons.

First our dear sister Eunice had an intimate walk With Jesus.  Her life was so crucified that one could see that Jesus was
living in her. When one looks at her picture in the article you do not see Eunice. But you see the Living Bride Groom who
is in her.  
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The article reflects of her heart love for her Bridegroom.  Though she loved her dear earthly husband Elisha.  She loved 
her Heavenly Bridegroom even more.  Her heart and the Heart of Jesus were linked as one.

Thus something very special may have taken place during her martyrdom. As her blood was being shed. She was proba
bly linked to her Bridegroom as one with Him and saying Blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus! Blood of Jesus!

But I believe there is another reason that she said blood of Jesus 3 times.  She may have been giving one final testimon
y to the cleansing blood of Jesus to her attackers. Saints realize this was a woman who always shared Jesus in life and 
word.  Her dear husband testified that she would always go out in the village ringing a bell and encouraging people to co
me to faith in Christ. The devil certainly did not like this. All the devil could do was take her life.

I can't help but think that in the final words of this dear sister she was testifying also of the cleansing blood of Jesus that 
would forgive her attackers. And that would have removed the guilt of their sims.  I believe this was Eunice's final cry of s
aying Father forgive them. For they know not what they do.

Again brothers and sister these are only my thoughts as given by the Spirit of my heart.  But the martyrdom of this dear 
sister testifies deeply to my heart. It also  testifies of my own shallow walk with Christ.

Let us all look to the example of this dear sister.  Let us consider her deep and abiding faith in Jesus.  And let us conside
r the result of her conduct and imitate her faith.  For the Lord Jesus Christ is truly the same yesterday and today and fore
ver.

For this truly is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Friday Morning, July 22, 2016, on: 2016/7/22 6:39
.
Psalm 72:14

14 He will rescue their life from oppression and violence,
And their blood will be precious in his sight;

The above passage is taken out of a Psalm of Solomon. It is entitled the Reign of the Righteous King.  I believe the psal
m foreshadows The Ultimate Reign of Jesus when He comes to establish His kingdom on this Earth.

The psalm tells us that He will rescue their life from oppression and violence, and their blood will be precious in His sight
.

Brothers and sisters this depicts the persecuted church.  This is the bride of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And those who are p
ersecuted and ultimately martyred for their faith in Jesus are precious in the sight of the Lord.  

If the persecuted are precious in the sight of the Lord. If their blood is precious in His sight.  Should these saints not be p
recious to us.  These are our brothers and sisters. Should something in the sufferings of the persecuted brothers and sis
ters not move our hearts to at least pray for them.

Let us be careful that we do not despise the persecuted. Let us be careful that we do not speak against them. For in so 
doing we are speaking against the bride of the Lord Jesus. In so doing we are speaking against our own brothers and si
sters.

Saints let us remember the sufferings of those who carry the cross in places that we can't begin to comprehend. Let us r
emember the blood of the martyrs this day. Let us keep our precious brothers and sisters in our prayers.

Forum let us not despise those who carry the cross.  For I truly believe if we despise our brothers and sisters. Then God 
will despise us.
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Let us hold those up in our prayers this day those who suffer for the Lord Jesus Christ.

For this is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Friday Evening. July 22, 2016, on: 2016/7/22 19:40
.
Psalm 116:15

Precious in the sight of the Lord
Is the death of His godly ones.

Our Lord Jesus has a special place in His heart for those who are martyred for Him.  Some time ago I posted about the 
martyrdom of Stephen.  When Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the Lord Jesus, He saw Him standing (Acts 7:55).  A
ny other time Jesus is mentioned as being at the right hand of God He is sitting.  But in this case Jesus is standing.

As I have reflected on this. I cannot help but think that Jesus was standing out of respect for Stephen as he would be the
first martyr, the first witness, of His Beloved Bride.  But for sure Stephen would not be the last. From that time of 2000 ye
ars ago, millions of martyrs have come into the presence of Jesus.  Millions of souls have been laid under that alter.  Mill
ions of lives have had their blood shed for the Lord Jesus Christ at the foot of the cross.

So yes God does have a special place in His heart for the martyrs. Saints make no mistake. The persecuted church is pr
ecious in the sight of God. The question is do we regard the persecuted church as precious to us as God does to Him?

This is our family. These are our brothers and sisters.  Do we cry out for them in our prayers?  Do we agonize for them i
n our souls?  Or do we merely dismiss them as those poor unfortunates over there while we continue to pursue our Ame
rican Christendom? 

The persecuted Church ask very little of us in the West. But what they ask is the most important thing we can do for the
m. They ask us to pray for them.  There prayer request do not go something like please pray that I get out of my trial or t
ribulation. But the persecuted ask please pray that I may remain faithful to my Lord in the midst of this trial or tribulation. 
Please pray that I will not deny Jesus in the midst of my suffering. Please pray that I will be confirmed as under his imag
e in the mist of my persecutions.

Saints is it too much to ask that we pray for the persecuted church.  His persecuted bride is very special to Him. The mar
tyrs are very special to Him.  If the persecuted church occupies an important part in Jesus's heart as His bride. Should it 
not occupy an important place in our heart as this is our persecuted family?

From the foot of His cross.

Re: Cancek Cancel Cancel, on: 2016/7/25 8:03
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Re: Monday Morning, July 25, 2016, on: 2016/7/25 8:20
.
... For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, no
r powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our lord... Romans 8:38-39

"Persecution is not a punishment, but rather enduring persecution faithfully is a way of expressing Christâ€™s love, he s
aid, adding that there is a need to pray for Christians in northern Nigeria and assist those in need. They need to be enco
uraged in prayers to respond to persecution not with violence, but with Christâ€™s message of peace, love and joy, he 
said."

... Nigerian pastor who lost his beloved wife in a jihadist attack...

Paul reminds his hearers in the letter to Romans that nothing in heaven are on earth or in hell can separate them from th
e love of Christ.  Not even persecution and death.  The persecuted brothers and sisters do not ask the questions of "why
". That is if God so loved them why does He put them through suffering and martyrdom? It is enough to know that in the 
midst of their suffering and martyrdom they are not separated from the love of God.

The brother pastor in Nigeria who recently lost his beloved wife in a jihadist attack understands that persecution is simpl
y another expression of the love of Christ.

Let us pray that our persecuted brothers and sisters be aware of the love of Christ in the midst of their tribulations.  Let u
s also pray that we be aware of Christ in the mist of our tribulations.

For this is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Monday Evening, August 1, 2016, on: 2016/8/1 22:37
.
The following is a story of one of the early English martyrs who died for their faith in Christ.  This is from DC Talks put ou
t by Voice of the Martyrs.

--------------

"Thomas I have to know. I must know. Tomorrow when they take you to the stake to be burned. And if you have presenc
e of mind. Will you raise your hands if you do not feel the pain of the fire.  Brother I must know." Thomas told his friend. "
If I have presence of mind and do not feel the pain of the fire. I will raise my hands and let you know. 

The next day Thomas was led to the stake to be burned for his faith in Christ.  He was chained to the stake. The torches
were set to ignite the wood that was under him. The fire started coming up toward him. Eventually the flames consumed 
his body and his skin was burning to a crisp. Everyone thought for sure that he had burned to death. Then suddenly, Th
omas raised his arms toward heaven. His arms are covered in flames. Then 3 times he clapped his hands. By this time t
he crowd was breaking into cheers.

The dear brother had his answer.

------------

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For 
monetary, light Affliction is producing for us and eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at th
e things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.

2 Corithians 4:16-18
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From the foot of His cross.

Re:  - posted by Theophila (), on: 2016/8/2 6:13
Dear Lord Jesus,
Please help us be sensible to You in our afflictions. Please help us be sensible to Your Body especially in nations where
there is intense physical persecution. 
Amen!

Re: Wednesday Morning, August 3, 2016, on: 2016/8/3 7:42
.
This entry has also been posted on the board as Two Rows by the Sea.

-------

 Two Rows by the Sea	Reply To This Post | Edit |
.
A little over a year ago 21 followers of Jesus were martyred on the shores of Libya. The following is an account of these 
21 precious saints who passed into glory into the presence of Jesus.

---------------
.
They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskin
s and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated, the world was not worthy of them.â€• (Hebrews 11:37-38)

I donâ€™t think I will ever read this passage again without seeing in my mind images of men dressed in orange jump sui
ts with black-clad, masked executors behind each one of them. ISISâ€™s brutal killing of 21 Christian Egyptians in Liby
a last month for being â€˜people of the Crossâ€™ devastated their families and shocked Egypt â€“ and the world.

Very encouraged

When I arrived at the Bible Society office the morning after the video was released, feeling sad and depressed, a young 
coworker told me that as well as the horror and sorrow she felt at the young menâ€™s deaths, their faith had left her fee
ling â€˜very encouraged.â€™

â€œWhat has happened has shown me that there are Christians today who are brave enough to face death rather than 
deny their Lord,â€• she told me. â€œIt has shown me that the the Gospel message can still help us to hold onto the pro
mises of God, even when facing death.â€•

Mourning nation

To bring comfort to a mourning nation, we at the Bible Society produced more than a million copies of a leaflet called â€˜
Two Rows by the Seaâ€™, which is being distributed throughout the country. It contains a collection of Scripture passag
es about faith in adversity and Godâ€™s enduring love. It also includes a poem, from which the leaflet takes its name, w
ritten by medical doctor who has a gift for writing poetry. Iâ€™d like to share the poem here. May it bless you as it has bl
essed many people across the world over the past two weeks:

Two Rows By the Sea

Two rows of men walked the shore of the sea,
On a day when the worldâ€™s tears would run free. 
One a row of assassins, who thought they did right, 
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The other of innocents, true sons of the light. 
One holding knives in hands held high, 
The other with hands empty, defenseless and tied.
One row of slits to conceal glaring-dead eyes, 
The other with living eyes raised to the skies. 
One row stood steady, pall-bearers of death, 
The other knelt ready, welcoming heavenâ€™s breath.
One row spewed wretched, contemptible threats, 
The other spread God-given peace and rest. 
A Questionâ€¦ Who fears the other?
The row in orange, watching paradise open? 
Or the row in black, with minds evil and broken?

--------------------

Revelation 12:11

And they overcame him because of the blood of the lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not lo
ve their life even when faced with death.

Posted in respect of those martyrs that have passed out of this life into eternal life with Jesus.

But this truly is from the foot of His cross

Re: Tuesday Afternoom, August 9, 2016, on: 2016/8/9 17:03
.
...Remember my imprisonment...

Colossians 4:18

One simple verse of three words written by the Apostle Paul to the believers in Colossae. Remember my imprisonment. 
One simple phrase of three words that are persecuted brothers and sisters would ask of us in the West. Remember my i
mprisonment. 

Can we remember the tens of thousands of believers who are imprisoned in North Korea? Can we remember the 2000 b
elievers imprisoned in shipping containers or holes in the ground in Eritrea. Can we remember hundreds of brothers and
sisters imprisoned in jails in Iran and China?

How do we remember them? We remember them in our prayers.

Ephesians 6:18

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view,be on the alert with all perseverance and p
etition for all the saints,

This truly is from the foot of His cross.

Page 58/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

Re: Wednesday Morning, August 17, 2016, on: 2016/8/17 8:17

.
This article was sent to me yesterday. Here a brother describe seven ways to pray for the persecuted church as seen fro
m the ministry of Paul. I had posted this under another thread heading on the board. I now put this at the foot of the cros
s, the persecuted Church.

May this article help you and give you direction as you faithfully pray for our brothers and sisters in the shadow of the cro
ss.

-----------------------------

Seven Ways To Pray for the Persecuted Church

When members of the body of Christ suffer, the whole body suffers together (1 Cor 12:26). Even if we are geographicall
y removed from those being persecuted, we can still draw near to them spiritually:

â€œRemember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also ar
e in the bodyâ€•
(Hebrews 13:3).

The apostle Paul himself was well acquainted with suffering and persecution. In fact, many of his pastoral letters were w
ritten while he was behind prison bars. Since Paul was a man acquainted with grief and persecution, we can learn how t
o pray for the persecuted by looking at his life, ministry, and pastoral letters. Here are 7 ways we can pray for our persec
uted brothers and sisters, taken from the ministry of Paul:

1. Pray that they would see the grace of Christ as all-sufficient, magnifying Godâ€™s power in their weakness.

â€œâ€˜My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.â€™ Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.â€•
(2 Corinthians 12:9)

2. Pray that they would treasure Jesus more than life itself.

â€œFor to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.â€•
(Philippians 1:21)

â€œBut I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry th
at I received from the Lord Jesusâ€•
(Acts 20:24)

3. Pray that their unshakable joy in Christ would be a witness to their persecutors.

â€œAbout midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to themâ€•
(Acts 16:25)

â€œOnly let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I m
ay hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 a
nd not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, an
d that from God.â€•
(Philippians 1:27-28)

4. Pray that their future glory would overshadow their present afflictions.

â€œFor I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us.â€•
(Romans 8:18)
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5. Pray that they would trust in Godâ€™s wisdom, strength, and deliveranceâ€”not their own.

â€œOur hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. Fo
r we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened 
beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that 
was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.â€•
(2 Corinthians 1:7-9)

6. Pray that God would give them the right words to say as fearless ambassadors for Christ.

â€œand also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, f
or which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.â€•
(Ephesians 6:19-20)

â€œContinue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that God m
ay open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prisonâ€“ that I may mak
e it clear, which is how I ought to speak.â€•
(Colossians 4:2-4)

7. Pray that God would protect and deliver them to safety, according to His good and perfect will.

â€œI appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your pr
ayers to God on my behalf, that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem ma
y be acceptable to the saintsâ€•
(Romans 15:30-31)

â€œAt the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given t
o you.â€•
(Philemon 1:22)

------------------------------

From the foot of His cross

Â Â Â 

Re: , on: 2016/8/17 9:42
That's really good stuff Bear. Thanks for sharing it. 
  God Bless,
                Jeff

Thursday Mornong, August 18, 2016, on: 2016/8/18 6:00
.
I thought for the next 7 days I would post each of the prayer points contaoned on the article Seven Ways to Pray for the 
Perercuted Church.  If you are so led this will be a good way to take a minute or two and lift up our brothers and sisters i
n prayer in your personal time with the Lord.  

...........................................

1.Pray that they would see the grace of Christ as all-sufficient, magnifying Godâ€™s power in their weakness.

â€œâ€˜My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.â€™ Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.â€•
(2 Corinthians 12:9
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..........................................

From the foot of His cross

Re: Thursday Evening, August 18, 2016, on: 2016/8/18 20:22
.
Nik Ripken was asked what would the persecuted church say to us in the West.  He responded they would say three thi
ngs to us Western Christians.

1. Take joy in your suffering. It is an honor to suffer for the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. To share Jesus is obedience.  You are free to share Jesus irregardless of politics. Because you are sharing Jesus out
of an obedient heart.

3. Do not fear. Satan brings fear. Jesus remove fear.

Certainly profound things to take to heart from our persecuted brothers and sisters.

From the foot of His cross.

Re: From the Foot of His Cross...The Persecuted Church , on: 2016/8/18 22:35
This quote may not be word for word, but the message is true.....

"When I share the gospel of Jesus with others, I'm identifying with my persecuted family in Christ.....but......When I keep 
Jesus to myself, from my neighbors, my co-workers, from the people down the street, from the people across the seas, 
essentially any non believer....not only am I NOT identifying with our family of God in persecution...but I'm identifying wit
h their persecutors who put them in chains. The worst persecution is keeping Jesus from others--because their persecuti
on will be for eternity. The hard truth....we care more for bricks and mortar than we do for lost souls."   Nik Ripken

Re: Sheri, on: 2016/8/18 23:22
.
Quite right my sister. To that I say Amen.

Re: Friday Morning, August 19, 2016, on: 2016/8/19 7:53
.
2. Pray that they would treasure Jesus more than life itself.

â€œFor to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.â€•
(Philippians 1:21)

â€œBut I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry th
at I received from the Lord Jesusâ€•
(Acts 20:24)

-----------------------------------------------------

I have recently began asking myself and the Lord the question why would our brothers and sisters suffer so much torture
and heartache? Why would they endure so many years of imprisonment? Why would they even endure the heartache of
martyrdom either to their family or themselves? In other words why would they undergo persecution?

For sure it may be out of fear that if they deny Jesus then He will deny them. Â But then that almost sounds like a legalis
tic reason for suffering persecution. It would almost make their sufferings altruistic in some sense.  Such reasoning woul
d make suffering and martyrdom a cult.

I would like to suggest that there is something far deeper here. That what our persecuted brothers and sisters find in Jes
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us is something far more valuable. Â To our persecuted brethren Jesus has become their pearl of great price. Jesus has
become their treasure.

Paul writes in Philippians 3:7-9,

... But whatever things were gain to me, these things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Â More than that, I co
unt all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the lo
ss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in him not having a righteousne
ss of my on derived from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on t
he basis of faith.

Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians from a Roman prison. And even in that prison where he was suffering for the Lord
Jesus Christ. Paul makes the declaration that he has counted all things as loss for the surpassing value of knowing Jesu
s alone.

In the midst of his sufferings Paul would say that Jesus is worth it. He is worth suffering for. For what Paul saw in Jesus 
was a treasure so great. So eternal. So far more encompassing. That like Moses. He would suffer the reproach of Christ
so that he might gain Jesus. Counting as rubbish all the treasures of this world. Rubbish because there was great deligh
t and value in the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is why when I read about dear sisters such as Fatima of Saudi Arabi, Senait Habta of Eritrea. or Surta of Somalia, o
r countless others who are martyred for their faith in Jesus. I see in their testimony that they count Jesus as far more wor
thy to suffer and die for than the things of this world.

This has been the testimony of our brothers and sisters down through the ages. Â They were not dying for a theological 
abstract. They were not dying for some esoteric idea. They were dying for a Person. Â For these dear saints had had an
encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ. Â They had a personal marvelous encounter With Jesus. That as such they were 
willing to consider Him is far more precious than even their own lives.Â Something theit persecuters could never underst
and.

Brothers and sisters let this be our example. May we count Jesus as far more precious than even our own sufferings tha
t we may endure. Because He is worth it.

"Eighty and six years have I served Him, and he never did me any injury; how then can I blaspheme my King and my Sa
vior."
 --Polycarp, disciple of the Apostle John, and Bishop of Smyrna.

For the Word did not become a philosophy, theology, or a concept to be discussed debated or pondered.  But the Word 
became a Person to be followed, loved, and enjoyed.
... From a Christmas card I saw years ago.

This is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Friday Evening, August 19, 2016, on: 2016/8/19 21:43
.
John 6:67-69.

Jesus asked the twelve, "You do not want to go away also, do you?"  Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have words of eternal life. We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God."

Earlier today brother Frank and I were talking about why the persecuted would endure so much tribulation in following Je
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sus. I shared with him the revelation the Spirit had given me regarding the persecuted finding an intrinsic value in followi
ng Jesus Himself.  That there was a beauty in Jesus that the persecuted saw. That they were willing to follow him even t
o the gates of hell.

Frank shared with me about the testimony of his dear mother who came to Jesus. Prior to the time of her coming to Jesu
s. Frank's father had never laid a hand on her. But after Frank's mother came to Christ, Frank's father would mercilessly 
beat her for following Jesus.  Yet Frank's dear mother would never deny Jesus.  Despite the constant beatings and she 
held firm in her faith in following the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was the testimony of our dear brother's mother that brought ou
r brother Frank to the Lord Jesus.

Frank's mother would always respond regarding her situation, Where will I go? For I have discovered life?  

This was the testimony of the disciples of Jesus. The twelve, later who would become ekeven.  They had discovered ete
rnal life. For they knew that Jesus was the Holy One of Israel. Where else would they go to find words that would give th
em spirit and life.  And all of the other disciples except one died martyr's death.  Because they had discovered the one w
ho would bring them words of eternal life.

This is also the testimony of our brothers and sisters in persecuted lands. Particularly when Muslims come to Jesus thro
ugh a dream or a vision. They have discovered the One who would bring them meaning and purpose in life. They have d
iscovered Jesus.

This is why our brothers and sisters will suffer persecutions in shipping containers and holes in the ground and death ca
mps in North Korea. This is why believers are willing to be beheaded by Muslims. For they have discovered the One wh
o would give them eternal life.

As I said in the morning post. Believers in Jesus Christ do not die for a theological abstract. They do not die or some typ
e of esoteric force or idea. They die for a Person.  They're willing to lay down their lives for the One who will give them et
ernal life and meaning. They die for the one who will give them purpose in this life and in the life to Come. They die for th
e Lord Jesus Christ.

This is why are brothers and sisters in persecuted nations endure so much for their Lord Jesus Christ.  O that we would f
ind Jesus to be so worthy to us. That we are willing to suffer for Him. Even the loss of our own life.

For this truly is from the foot of His cross.

... Frank gave me permission to share about his mother and her wonderful testimony...

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/8/20 5:19
Beautiful Blaine.

Thank you.

Re: Saturday Morning, August 20, 2016, on: 2016/8/20 9:17
.
3. Pray that their unshakable joy in Christ would be a witness to their persecutors.

â€œAbout midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to themâ€•
(Acts 16:25)

â€œOnly let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I m
ay hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 a
nd not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, an
d that from God.â€•
(Philippians 1:27-28)
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-------------------------------------

There is something very unnatural about the joy that the persecuted show when they are reviled or slandered or even be
aten or tortured for the name of Christ. This is not some type of masochistic enduring of pain. But  a fruit of the Spirit that
is being worked out in their lives. That the persecuted brethren have joy that they consider themselves worthy to suffer f
or the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is certainly evidenced to the early church. We see in Acts 5:41,

... so they went on their way from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer a
buse for His name...

A number of times Paul is akwsys speaking of the joy of Christ in his imprisonment in that marvelous little book of Philipp
ians.

The only way the persecuted believers in times past and in times present can have the joy of Jesus in the midst of perse
cution is through the power of the Holy Spirit. For one of the fruit of the Holy Spirit is joy.

Let us pray that our brothers and sisters this day will have the joy of Jesus in the midst of their persecution. Let us pray t
hat their joy will be a witness to their persecutors. And let us pray that we may have the joy of Jesus in the midst of our s
ufferings whatever we may go through.

For this post is from the foot of His cross.

Re:, on: 2016/8/21 8:17
... Cancel Post...

Re: Sunday Morning, August 21, 2016, on: 2016/8/21 8:41
.
Matthew 5:11-12

Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me, r
ejoice and be glad. For your reward in heaven is great, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were befo
re you.
___________________________________________

I wanted to continue thinking about joy in the midst of persecution. In the above verse Jesus is telling his disciples that th
ey should rejoice and be glad when people insult them and persecute them and falsely say all kinds of evil against them 
because of Him. He says they are blessed. He also says they have a great reward in heaven. Luke goes as far as to say
that they who are persecuted are to leap for joy in the midst of their tribulations (Lk.5:23).

If I may borrow a term for our brother, Nik Ripken, this seems almost insane. Why is Jesus saying that in the midst of ou
r persecutions we are to rejoice, be glad, even leap for joy.  Truly this is an insanity of God

Brothers and sisters I must share with you that I do not have a clear answer of why Jesus commands us to rejoice in the
midst of our persecutions. Let alone have the experience to draw from.  Thiugh I suspect in times to come Jesus will tea
ch me to rejoice in the midst of whatever sufferings I may go through.

Suffice to say though that our brothers and sisters are going through persecutions and to a degree rejoicing in them. An
d as I said in yesterday's post. This is something worked out by the Holy Spirit giving them that spiritual fruit of joy.

We are told in Matthew that those who are persecuted are to rejoice in that there is a great reward waiting for them in he
aven.  Again I do not think that this is some type of anesthetic suffering and that they suffer for reward sake. But I think t
hat because their Lord has gone through suffering. They count it a joy to enter into His sufferings in that they, as their Lo
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rd, do take up their cross to follow Jesus.  

Hebrews 12:2 says that who for the joy set before Him Jesus endured the cross despising not it's shame. 

I can only imagine that in the midst of those who suffer persecution that the ultimate reward will be Jesus Himself.  That 
perhaps for those who go through the fires of affliction that Fourth Man will be all the more precious to the persecuted w
hen they see Him in heaven.  Perhaps the ultimate reward will be the smile on Jesus face when He says well done my f
aithful child.

Saints I have prayed for the persecuted for the last 6 years. But even in praying for them I still have not plummeted the d
epths the mystery of persecution.  I can only assume by God's grace that as I continue to pray for them. And as I continu
e to identify with the persecuted brethren that perhaps God will show me by revelation the mystery of persecution that th
ey experience And perhaps this will only come through my being persecuted as our brothers and sisters endure in restri
cted nations.  So that I may know His joy in the midst of persecution.

In the meantime let us continue to pray that our brothers and sisters will find joy in the midst of their persecutions. Let us
pray that they realize there will be a reward waiting for them in heaven. May they realize that that reward will ultimately b
e Jesus himself. 

And let us also pray that in the midst of our persecutions that we two will have a reward. And that reward ultimately will, 
no doubt, be Jesus himself.

For this post is from the foot of His cross.

Re: , on: 2016/8/21 8:41
Please refer to previous post for today's entey.

Re: Teusday Morning, August 23, 2016, on: 2016/8/23 12:32
.
4. Pray that their future glory would overshadow their present afflictions.

â€œFor I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us.â€•
(Romans 8:18)
______________________________________________

I wanted to pick up again on the seven ways to pray for the persecuted church.  The fourth way that we are asked to pra
y for the persecuted church is that there future glory will overshadow their present circumstances. Some will probably dis
miss this as pie in the sky by and by. Perhaps wishful thinking.

But for our persecuted brothers and sisters  this is a present reality that gives them hope. Mainly because they are looki
ng toward Christ who is the hope of glory. They see Jesus as their hope.  Our persecuted brethen look to Jesus becaus
e He conquered death. And He is reigning at the right hand of His father.  As such they too will reign in the millennial Kin
gdom with Jesus.

Our brother Paul had this confidence and expectation. For he writes in 2nd Corinthians 4:17-18,

---For momentary, liight affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen, for the things which are seen are temporal, but th
e things which are not seen are eternal---
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For ultimately our brothers and sisters know that this world is not their eternal home. But their eternal home will be with J
esus. For in the midst of their sufferings they know that they will reign with him. And may we in our sufferings know that 
we will also reign with Him.

Let us pray that our brothers and sisters will have the hope of glory that is found in Jesus this day.

For this post is from the foot of His cross.

Re: Wednesday Morning, August 24, 2016, on: 2016/8/24 6:02
_______________________________________________

4. Pray that they would trust in Godâ€™s wisdom, strength, and deliveranceâ€”not their own.

â€œOur hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. Fo
r we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened 
beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that 
was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.â€•
(2 Corinthians 1:7-9)
______________________________________________

The 5th prayer request would be that the persecuted look to God alone for their support.  Not look to themsrlves.

From the foot of His cross.

Re: Is He Worth It...Wed. 8/31/16, on: 2016/8/31 9:37
Philippians 3:7-11

But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ. More than that, I also consider e
verything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  Because of Him I have suffered 
the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own from the law, but one that is through faith in Christ - the righteousness from God based on faith.
______________________________________________

My brothers and sisters is Jesus worth it? This is the question that is posed in the movie the Insanity of God.  No doubt t
his question is reflected in the book by the same title written by our brother Nik Ripken.  

There would have been no doubt in the Apostle Paul's mind that Jesus is indeed worth it. In the verses above we see th
at he suffers the loss of all things so that he might know Christ. And even to make him known to others period all throug
hout the letters of Paul we see how he has suffered shipwrecks and beatings and imprisonment and persecutions so tha
t he might preach the gospel to others that they might come to know the same Lord that He knew.

As I reflect upon the sufferings of our brothers and sisters who suffer in shipping containers of Eritrea and the death cam
ps of North Korea. Their answer to the question is Jesus worth it? Their answer would be a resounding YES! YES! YES!
He indeed is worth all of the suffering and all of the pain and all of the torture.

Not only that. The persecuted brotheren would say that He is worth suffering for so that they might make him known to o
thers. They are willing to suffer the hardships of persecution for the Lord Jesus Christ so that they might share what they
have encountered to those that are still in darkness. Because they have answered the question is Jesus worth it. They h
ave answered that question with a resounding YES!!! They have answered that question with a resounding YES millions
of times over.  Our persecuted brothers and sisters would say that Jesus is worth it. He is worth it even if it means their o
wn life.
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Is Jesus more important to us than my right to carry a conceal and carry. Is Jesus more worth it than my right to pack a 
weapon and then say make my day? Is Jesus more worth it that I would be willing to lay my family and my life down befo
re an enemy to see that they might come to Christ?

Our persecuted brothers and sisters have already answered the hard questions of laying down their families and their liv
es on the altar of Christ. I have shared in this forum the story of Leina and Samar.  This was a husband and wife who mi
nistered in the middle of Syria when the civil war started there.  They had to work through laying down their lives. They h
ad to work through laying down the lives of one another. They had to work through laying down the lives of your children
. Perhaps the most difficult thing for any parent to do.

We in America have yet to work through those questions. Our Comstitutional right to carry a conceal and carry is more i
mportant to us than perhaps coming to the cross of Jesus Christ and laying everything down at the feet of Jesus and tru
sting in Him and him alone to protect us.

The persecuted brothers and siaters do not have this option. They do not trust in carnal weapons of men to protect them
. Rather they trust and those divine weapons that can truly deliver them from the hand of Satan.

In Revelation 12:11 we read,

They conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they did not love their lives in the f
ace of death.

The persecuted brothers and sisters overcome and conquer Satan because they do not love their own lives. They have 
surrendered their lives at the cross. They do this because they see that Jesus is worth it. Jesus is worth it even in the fac
e of their enemies.

Brothers and sisters let us look to our persecuted brethren and learn from them. Let us look to them and learn to lay eve
rything down at the foot of His cross.  I believe in the days and weeks and months that lie ahead the persecution in Nort
h America will continue to increase. And we will need to sit at the feet of our persecuted brethren and learn from them ho
w to endure and even overcome what will soon come upon us.

Let us walk in humility before Jesus and learn from him through what our persecuted brethren can teach us.  For this trul
y is posted from the foot of His cross.

Re: 6th Way to Pray for Persecuted Church...Wed. PM, 8/31/16, on: 2016/8/31 16:50
6. Pray that God would give them the right words to say as fearless ambassadors for Christ.

â€œand also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, f
or which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.â€•
(Ephesians 6:19-20)
___________________________________________

Even in the midst of his imprisonment Paul would ask that prayer would be made for him so that he could communicate t
he Gospel of Jesus. Even make it clearly known to his persecutors.  Paul always looked at his imprisonment as an oppo
rtunity for evangelism.

Paul writes in Phil.1:12-13,

... Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has actually resulted in the advance of the gospel, s
o that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment is in the c
ause of Christ...

So Paul saw his imprisonment as another opportunity to share the gospel of Jesus.  It appears that the gospel even wen
t into the house of Caesar himself.  Paul writes in Philippians 4:22,

... All the saints greet you, but especially those from Caesar's household...
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Our brothers and sisters in North Korea actually see the death camps as a mission field. They look up on their persecuti
ons as preparing them for their ultimate ministry which will be the death camp of North Korea. It is said that in the death 
camps the N. Korean believers have the most freedom to share the gospel. Not much can be done to them since these 
believers are already under a sentence of death. Thus they share Christ with reckless abandonment.  But bringing the h
ope of Jesus to those who so desperately need to hear it.

There truly is insanity and all of this. We would call it the insanity of God.  Therefore let us pray that our brothers and sist
ers and persecuted Nations will have the boldness to share Jesus. Even in their imprisonment.

For this is posted from the foot of His cross.

Re: Identifying With the Persrcuted Brethren...Fri. a.m. 9/2/16, on: 2016/9/2 7:39
This quote may not be word for word, but the message is true.....

"When I share the gospel of Jesus with others, I'm identifying with my persecuted family in Christ.....but......When I keep 
Jesus to myself, from my neighbors, my co-workers, from the people down the street, from the people across the seas, 
essentially any non believer....not only am I NOT identifying with our family of God in persecution...but I'm identifying wit
h their persecutors who put them in chains. The worst persecution is keeping Jesus from others--because their persecuti
on will be for eternity. The hard truth....we care more for bricks and mortar than we do for lost souls." Nik Ripken
_______________________

The above quote was posted by sister Sherri a few days ago. I thought it was worth quoting again. Particularly since it fo
llows the previous post. The post where the persecuted asked that we pray they have right words in sharing Jesus. 

Brothers and sisters a thoughtful question... Are we identifying with the persecuted church by sharing Jesus?

From the foot of His cross.

Re: Friday Morning, 9/9/16, on: 2016/9/9 8:16
I use a prayer card from VOM to pray generally for the persecuted church.  Today's prayer request was to ask the Lord t
o strengthen the persecuted church and refresh their faith through His word.

As I prayed this for my persecuted brothers and sisters. I thought of the dear saints in North Korea.  I remembered seein
g in videos how they would gather under blankets with small pen lights reading the word of God. Praying the word of Go
d.

I can't begin to imagine what it is to live in a nation like North Korea where you have to look around you. And perhaps ev
en in a spirit of fear try to grab something of the word of God. To read it quickly and hide it in your heart. And hope that y
ou have not been discovered by other members of your family who will report you to the authorities.

As I write this time convicted by the fact that I have the freedom to read or listen to the word of God. I can listen to it in th
e privacy of the house I can take. I do not have to worry about the secret police busting in and Hauling me off to prison. 
Yet how much time do I waste in frivolous pursuits.

Lord Jesus I pray our brothers and sisters will have access to your word that they can get into their hearts and Minds. I p
ray that I will not waste time on frivolous Pursuits. But give more attention to your word and prayer. For I pray this in your
blessed nane.

From the foot of His cross.

-bbs-
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Re: , on: 2016/9/9 13:05
"As I write this time convicted by the fact that I have the freedom to read or listen to the word of God. I can listen to it in t
he privacy of the house I can take. I do not have to worry about the secret police busting in and Hauling me off to prison.
Yet how much time do I waste in frivolous pursuits."

My spirit is in agreement with you, bearmaster.  And I thank our Amazing and Beautiful Lord Jesus Christ for giving us fa
ith through grace and baptizing us with the Holy Spirit and His Word...the persecuted are also being baptized with fire...it
seems...(or perhaps this will prove to be the same thing)...

...I am so grateful and have such thanksgiving for (which is also a gift from Him) the privilege of having (virtually unlimite
d) access to His Word AND His Spirit, and that he would convict the hearts of the saints about how they use their time "a
t this HOUR"...

...This conviction is an a fortiori blessing when this conviction ignites us to ACTION...inspired by and within His very Bod
y of Believers!!!

...For example, your 30 Day NT challenge, bearmaster, coupled with the wisdom of God's Word and the Love of His Spir
it (which you share unsparingly), has inspired my own "active" accountability to take this challenge and meet it with His V
ictory...

...and my renewed motives underlying my desire for His Word have been intensified with a sincere sense of urgency, in l
ight of the persecuted church...

So many more reasons to get His Word into you and inscribed upon your heart, mind, soul and strength and...

...Like Him...through Him was the Word made Flesh...I want to become His Chiastic eternal parnter by becoming Flesh 
made Word...

Love-in-Christ,

kyp

Re:Friday Afternoon, 9/9/16, on: 2016/9/9 16:37
Katherine Walden
March 14, 2016
As I was falling asleep one night, I â€˜heardâ€™ the wail and weeping of hundreds of souls in deep travail. I asked God.
â€œWho are these who weep so?â€• And God answered. â€œThese are the cries of the persecuted church, who interc
ede for those Christians who live in freedom of faith and take it for granted.â€• My heart broke.

From the foot of His cross.

-bbs-

Re: Wed. Morn.  9/21/16, on: 2016/9/21 8:36
Romans 8:33-34

Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus i
s He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

________

It has been said that the New Testament is best understood through the eyes of the persecuted church.  This is because
the persecuted believers can identify with those of whom the New Testament was written to. The New Testament is a bo
ok written by the persecuted for the persecuted.

The persecuted believers today can understand the verses above set in the context of Jesus interceding for them in pray
er.  They can see the intercessory ministry of Jesus set against a wider backdrop of the passage of victory that Paul star
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ts in Romans 8:26 and culminates in Romans 8:39.

Jesus is presently interceding for His beloved persecuted bride in the presence of his Father.  This question I would put 
before us today. Those of us who are not experiencing the persecution as our brothers and sisters are in other parts of t
he world. Are we also taking up the intercessory ninistry of Jesus and lifting up his beloved persecuted bride in our praye
rs?  If not, why?

I can hear the cries of some who say I am not called to this ministry. I am not called to pray for the persecuted church.  I 
grant that not all are called to an intercessory ministry of praying for the persecuted church in a full-time capicity.

But my brother or sister and may I put this question before you gently. Can you escape the injunction of Hebrews 13:3 th
at says,

... Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those are ill-treated, since you yourself also are in the bo
dy...?

Is there not some time during the day that you can at least lift up the persecuted brethren in your prayers. You may not k
now the particulars of how to pray for them. But certainly you can ask that God in His Spirit will intercede in their particul
ar situations and will strengthen and encourage them.

The International Day of Prayer for the persecuted church is less than a few weeks away.  Those of you who do have a 
heart for the persecuted church I would urge you to challenge your missions pastor or your pastor to get your church inv
olved.  You can go to the website of Open Doors or Voice of the Martyrs or other websites that give excellent material an
d how your church can participate in IDOP this coming November.

Persecution Watch, in conjunction with other ninistries, will host two 12-hour calls on the first two IDOP Sundays this co
ming November. I pray Greg will let me post those calls on the Forum.

Also at the end of September we will have a 24-hour call for the persecuted church.  Again I hope Greg will let me post i
nformation on that call next week.

For those of you who have a heart for the persecuted church and would like to join our prayer calls. Please email me at 
my email below this thread here. Also my email address is in my profile.

Brothers and sisters let us take up the intercessory ministry of Jesus. And let us remember our persecuted brothers and 
sisters in prayer.  It has been said by one persecuted ministry that prayer is the least yet the most effective thing you can
do to for our persecuted brothers and sisters. And James says that the effective prayer of a righteous man can accompli
sh much.

Again let us remember our persecuted family in our prayers before the throne of grace.

Posted from the foot of His cross

-bbs-
pwprayercall@gmail.com 

Re: Thursday a.m. 9/22/16, on: 2016/9/22 8:34
Matthew 26:22

Then He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death, remain here and keep watch with me."
_______

The above verses are set in a wider context of Jesus praying In The Garden of Gethsemane. Here the agony of Jesus w
as so great that he invited three of his closest companions to come with Him and pray. Â No less than the Son of God Hi
mself needed prayer from those closest to him. He needed prayer as He agonized over the cross in which He would carr
y and suffer on. Yet when he returned from His heart-wrenching prayer. He found them sleeping. Â How this must have 
grieved and broken the heart of Jesus.
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One aspect of this invitation was that it would have been an honor to come and stand with Jesus in His hour of trial. Â Y
et the disciples missed honor of standing with Jesus and fell asleep.

Brothers and sisters we too have been given an invite. That is an invite to stand with those that are carrying the cross as
they follow Jesus. And that is the invite to pray for our brothers and sisters in the persecuted church.  Yet I fear that man
y of us are asleep. Many of us do not hear the plea to pray for our brothers and sisters.

I remember visiting a house church a few years ago.  I spoke to the house church leader about the persecuted church in
other parts of the world. His glib response to me was we are not led in that direction.  My heart was grieved over his resp
onse. No. Not all are called to pray for the persecuted church in a full-time capacity. Yet, I echo my question from yester
day. How can we escape the injunction of Hebrews 13:3? That is to remember those in prison as if we were their fellow 
prisoners and those who are ill treated because we ourselves are also in the body.

Yet much of the North American Church ignores the injunctice command to remember our persecuted brothers and siste
rs and keep them in our prayers.  Many do not want to pray for the persecuted because they come face-to-face with the 
cross that the suffering church carries. Many do not want to pray for the persecuted because they see that they too must
pick up the cross.  That same cross that are persecuted brothers and sisters carry.  The cross requires the sacrifice. It re
quires the sacrifice of even our own lives.

But for the few who listen. For the few who do listen to the plea how about brothers and sisters and persecuted lands to 
pray for them. There is honor and there is a blessing.

Persecution Watch is now going into its seventh year of lifting up our suffering brothers and sisters in prayer. I feel many
times we are not worthy to wash their feet in prayer. But this is what God has birthed in our hearts. I consider it a blesse
d honor for us to stand with our brothers and sisters in their hour as they carry the cross.

For those who are so moved I invite you to join us on our calls.  Or if you are so moved start your own prayer groups via 
conference call or cottage. The thing I would urge you to do is hear the cry of our persecuted brothers and sisters and pr
ay for them.  But please do not fall asleep in their hour of trial as they carry the cross.

Posted from the foot of his cross.

-bbs-
pwprayercall@gmail.com 

Re: Tuesday PM...10/18/16, on: 2016/10/18 17:26
"There is no western church. There is no persecuted church. There is the church."

Nik Ripkin 

-bbs-

Re: one body of Christ  - posted by jujashan4 (), on: 2016/10/19 8:10
Thanks Blaine - that's a good quote.
We who are his are all his body in the world.
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Re: Wed. AM...10/19/16, on: 2016/10/19 8:38
"Donâ€™t ever give up in freedom what we would never have given up in persecution! That is our witness to the power 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ!"

Nik Ripken, The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected
like

-bbs-

Re: Thursday AM, 10/20/16, on: 2016/10/20 7:38
...Don't ever give up Jesus in freedom as you would never give Him up in persecution...

My thoughtful reflection of Nik Ripkin's quote posted yestetday.

-bbs- 

Re: Saturday AM. 12/10/16, on: 2016/12/10 4:23
Matthew 5:11-12

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blesse
d are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, but in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
________

This morning I woke up early thinking and troubled about our brother, Andrew Bronsun in Turkey.  I struggled to underst
and the "why" of his imprisonment.  Unusual I would ask that question since I lead a conference call that prays for the pe
rsecuted. Why would I even be reflecting on that question.

Yet Jesus cried out on the cross "My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me?"  In His dark night of the soul Jesus cri
ed out to His Father.  In their dark night of the soul the persecuted cry out to their Father.  Perhaps crying out that same 
question "My God! My God! Why have you forsaken us?"

Of course we know that God did not forsake His Son on the cross. And we know that God has not forsaken the persecut
ed brothers and sisters. And God has not forsaken Andrew Brunson.  But it is understandable that in our humanity we w
ould cry out Why God?  Even Job posed this question to God.  As I recall. God never gave an answer to Job.  But God r
eminded him that He was sovereign.

A Chinese brother testified that in the midst of his persecutions and imprisonment he would ask Him "why".  He said the 
Lord never gave him no answer. It was only when the brothers said Lord I accept what you give me. Then the brother sa
id he had incredible piece.

It was only when I began to reflect upon the passages in Matthew quoted above that I had some degree of peace regard
ing our brother Andrew.  Then I was able to enter into the mind of Christ and pray His heart for our dear brother.  I praye
d that in the midstt of his trial our brother Andrew, would have incredible joy.  That he would have crazy joy that can only
come from Jesus. 

Such a prayer can only be worked out by the Holy Spirit. Such joy can only come from the Holy Spirit. Thus I pray our br
other will know the Holy Spirit of Jesus in a more intimate way then he has ever known Him. This is the path of the cross
. We are reminded that Jesus endured the cross who for the joy set before him.

I pray our brother will rejoice. Knowing that he has a great reward waiting for him in heaven.  Of course my heart is cryin
g out for his release. But as a dear sister reminds me it is eternity that we look toward. I pray our brother does look towar
d eternity. And realize that ultimately he will rule and reign with Jesus.

I also pray for his dear wife Norine.  I am sure that she is asking and crying out these same questions to God of "why".  
That is certainly understandable. And yes I pray that her husband will be returned to her. But I also pray that our  sister 
will know peace by laying her husband on the altar.
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Brothers and sisters please join me in praying for the Brunson's.  Please pray that Andrew will know incredible joy in the 
midst of his trial. Please pray that Norine will know incredible piece by laying her husband on the altar.

For this is truly from the foot of his cross.

-bbs-
.......

Re: Sunday AM,  12/11/16, on: 2016/12/11 9:18
Matthew 26:38

...Then He said to tbem, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death, reImain here and keep watch with Me."...

The above verse is taken out of the account of Jesus being in the Garden of Gethsemane. In a few hours Jesus would g
o and hang on the cross for our sins.  This would be the greatest trial that our Lord would face.

Here we have no less than the Son of God asking 3 of his closest friends to come and keep watch with him.  Keeping w
atch...To pray with Him... Not to pray "for" Him.  But to pray "with" Him.

Why would the Son of God need people to pray with Him.  After all this is Jesus. The Word incarnate.  The One who can
drive out demons. The One who could raise the dead.  The One who could heal the blind.  The One who could walk on 
water and calm storms.  Why would Jesus need people to pray with Him?

As I ponder this question I must admit I do not come up with a ready answer. But some thoughts do come to mind. Jesu
s was also the Son of Man. Jesus also had a humanity.  Jesus was also a man. Jesus was about to take up His cross an
d faces His greatest trial. Thus Jesus needed people to pray with Him.  The greatest tragedy is the disciples missed the 
high honor being invited to pray with Jesus. They fell asleep on their watch.

Last night we had a brother on our prayer call. He is a local pastor here who works with Open Doors as a volunteer.  I as
ked him what are the prayer requests of the persecuted from the field. This brother's answer will surprise you. He said th
e persecuted ask that we not pray "for: them. But that we pray "with: them.

The brother went on to share about a pastor from Pakistan he knows. He asked the Pakistani Pastor how can we "for" y
ou.  The Pakistani Pastor replied in three words...MORE SOULS SAVED... 

This is one way that we can pray "with" our persecuted brothers and sisters.  Their heart cry should be our heart cry. Th
at in the midst of their trials and tribulations. More souls will be saved.

Brothers and sisters will we pray "with" our persecuted brothers and sisters?  Will we cry out for the lost as they do?  Will
we cry out even for those who persecute the saints?  Or will our legacy be that we fell asleep on our watch?

From the foot of His cross.

-bbs-

CAPS are for emphasis only.
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Re: Monday AM, 12/12/16, on: 2016/12/12 11:03
Matthew 26:39

....... And he went a little beyond them, and fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My father, if it is possible, let this cup pa
ss from Me; yet not as I will but as you will.".......

One cannot really begin to plummet the depth of the above statement by Jesus in is agonizing prayer. We read another 
scripture that Jesus said it is written in your book that I delight to do your will. But in the verse above He is pleading that i
f it is possible the cup that God would have Him drink would pass from Him. But yet He surrendered completely to His F
ather to do His will which was to go to the cross for our sins. 

Ultimately as Jesus surrendered to the will of God regarding the cross. It would be that He would be lifted up and would 
draw all men to Himself for salvation.  For God's heart is ultimately for the salvation of men and women.  Even if it be the
death of His Son or those who follow him.  The blood of the martyrs is truly the seed of the church. It was through the sh
ed blood of Christ that men and women are saved. It is through the shed blood of the martyrs that they bear witness of t
he death of Christ and their death.

The early Anabaptists coined a term called "gellassenheit". This word meant total surrender to the will of God.  These br
others and sisters accepted the will of God as seen in their persecution and martyrdom. Ultimately they saw the will of G
od as advancing the kingdom of God through their sufferings.

We see the same thing borne out by the persecuted church today in restricted nations.  Brothers and sisters readily acce
pt the cross of Jesus Christ. They accept the fact that they are sentenced to death. And in so doing. They are effective in
reaching others for the Lord Jesus Christ.  A ministry that is embedded deep in the persecuted church in restricted natio
ns have this mindset.  Their leaders have said that we desire to see others reached for the Lord Jesus even if it means o
ur death.

Paul writes in 2nd Corinthians 4 11-12,

....... For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus sake, so that the life of Jesus Also may be m
anifested in our mortal flesh. So death Works in us but life in you.......

Brothers and sisters the persecuted are ready to lay down their lives for others so that they may come to Jesus. Can we 
at least sacrifice a few minutes and keep them in our prayers period for surely those who are willing to risk death for Jes
us are worthy of our prayers.

From the foot of his cross.

-Bro Blaine-

Re: Thursday AM, 12/15/16, on: 2016/12/15 7:46
John 12:24-26

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but if it does, it bears muc
h fruit.  He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. If anyone serves m
e, he must follow me; and where I am, there my servant will be also, if anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

Ephesians 3:13

Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.

There is a  ministry in the Middle East that has this vision. Their desire is to reach souls for the Lord Jesus Christ among
Islamic nations. Even if it means the death of their field workers.  To our modern, worldly, self-centered, western ministry
, fleshly mentality; such a statement would be considered foolish.  Indeed the cross is foolishness to those who are peris
hing.  But to thise who are being saved it is the power of God.
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When we look at those in restricted nations who are at the foot of the cross. The vision to die so that others may be save
d is New Testament reality. For they see this vision as reflected in the dying of the Lord Jesus Christ so that fruit would b
e born. That being the salvation of souls.  Indeed the word "martyr" means witness in the Greek.

But again I can hear those crying say this is so foolish. So foolish to die. So foolish to give your life so that others may co
me to saving faith and life in the Lord Jesus. But then I would have to ask of the nay sayers.  Was it foolish for the Son o
f God to die for us?  And is it foolush that others would lay down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ that others might co
me to salvation in Him?

.......For the word of the ross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God.......

1Corithians 1:18

From the foot of the cross.

-bro blaine-

  

Re: Sunday  PM, 12/18/16, on: 2016/12/18 15:41
The 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer for th
eir faith.

It was 5 a.m. and Sattarâ€™s family was fast asleep. 

Suddenly, seven heavily armed Muslim militants broke down the front door, rushed inside and began looting the house. 
When Sattar tried to stop them, they overpowered him, knocked him to the ground and beat him. 

One of the assailants stood on his neck, grabbed his daggar and was about to slit Sattarâ€™s throat when other family 
members began screaming, alerting the neighbors. His attackers fled. 

This was the most violent encounter, but certainly not the first time that Muslims in Sattarâ€™s tiny village in Banglades
h had targeted this family and other Christ-followers in his neighborhood. 

Renounce your faith...or else!

Two months earlier, Sattar and a group of persecuted Christians in the area filed a complaint with police that they were b
eing targeted because of their faith. They were harassed at work, cut off from having business with others in the village 
and watched helplessly as their children were mistreated in school. 

After the police stepped in, the hostile acts stopped â€” for a while. Then they picked up again, with Muslims insisting th
at Sattar and his fellow believers renounce their faith and seek forgiveness in the Mosque. 

They refused. 

â€œThey continue to stand firm in their faith in Jesus Christ,â€• one witness told us. Â Â  Persecuted believers around t
he world often face harassment, torture and even threats of death simply for attending a church meeting or carrying a Bi
ble â€” anything that would indicate theyâ€™re Christ followers. 

Let us continue to keep our persecuted family in our orayers.

From the foot of His cross
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Bro Blaine 

Re: Monday AM, 12/19/16, on: 2016/12/19 7:44
The 12 Faces of Persecution series tells the real story of believers suffering for their faith. Â Â  Â Â  Â Â  Â Â  

She wouldnâ€™t let tragedy define her Â Â 

â€œFor if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.â€•

â€” Matthew 6:14

Little Sofia jumped when she heard the bullets explode in the air around her. And she ran as fast as she could. 

Entering the house, she spotted her mother and father on the floor, both shot multiple times, lying in a pool of their own 
blood. Overwhelmed with fear and grief, she turned away. 

How could this happen? the innocent 9-year-old wondered. After all, hadnâ€™t her parents been pastors, working with p
oor people living along Colombiaâ€™s Arauca River? 

True, but they were also formerly leaders in the National Liberation Army, a guerilla insurgency group. And insurgents ar
e well-known for harshly punishing deserters, especially those who now publically acknowledge their allegiance to Christ
. 

Praying for a miracle

Shocked and heartbroken, she accompanied members of her parentsâ€™ church to the hospital praying for a miracle. It
never came. Both her parents died. 

Isnâ€™t God supposed to listen to our prayers? she remembers thinking. Why didnâ€™t He answer our prayers? 

After their parentsâ€™ funeral, Sofia and her two brothers went to live with their grandparents. A short time later, she ca
me to the Open Doors Childrenâ€™s Center, a haven that provides protection, housing and education to children of per
secuted Christians in Colombia. 

Being surrounded 24-hours-a-day by loving Christians helped her to understand that despite evil all around her, the Lord
still had a distinct purpose for her life: to share with other people about Godâ€™s love, despite the terrible things that so
metimes happen. 

Forgiving murderers

â€œGod taught me to have more trust in Him,â€• she says. â€œNow I understand that many things can happen to me a
nd God is always with me.â€• 

Since forgiving the men who murdered her parents, Sofia has gone on to become an assistant counselor among the girl
s living at the Center. With evangelism training from the Open Doors staff, she has also started sharing her story, somet
hing that has proved to be remarkably healing. 

â€œSharing my testimony of suffering and forgiveness opens the door to introducing Christâ€™s love to those around 
me,â€• she says. â€œI try to make people understand that we do not have to turn away from God because of difficult cir
cumstances.â€• Â Â 

After her parentsâ€™ murder, Sofia could have let bitterness and unforgiveness take root in her heart. But she didnâ€™
t. Now, God has been able to use her to tell other children about his unconditional love. And itâ€™s bringing many to fait
h in Christ, despite the difficult circumstances theyâ€™re growing up in. 

Let us pray that Sofia's example will encourage other believers like her to forgive their enemies.  Let us also pray that th
e example of Sofia will inspire us to forgive those who have wronged us. For in the end we all we all wronged Christ. An
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d He forgave us.

Blessed be the Lord Jesus Christ who was slain for us and forgive us our sins.

From the foot of his cross.

Bro Blaine

 

Re: Tuessday AM, 12/20/16, on: 2016/12/20 5:59
#3...The 12 Faces of Persecution series tells the real story of believers suffering for their faith.

Even her own family is against her.

â€œBut if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.â€•

â€” 1 Peter 2:20

Azni doesnâ€™t know who she can trust any more.

Her father? He kept her locked up for three months after finding an old, worn copy of the Old Testament in her bedroom.

Her mother? After telling Azni she wished she had never been born, her mother gave Azniâ€™s brothers permission to 
â€œdo whatever was neededâ€• in order to remove this Christian influence from the family. 

Azniâ€™s own husband? He regularly beats her, calling her a curse. 

Yet, somehow Azni has managed to keep her focus on God and continues sharing her Christian faith and passing out co
pies of the New Testament. This, despite the fact that she has been terribly mistreated by both family members and relig
ious zealots in her hometown. 

Accused of being filled with "evil spirits"

In Chechnya, where she lives, it is an unwritten law that people should not read the Bible. City officials recently took her 
copy of the New Testament, burned it and sent her to an Islamic medical center, where mullahs read the Quran to her o
ver and over in a futile attempt to exorcise the â€œevil spirits.â€• 

What was Azni doing all this time? Fasting and praying. A friend later said Azni told him that she felt God protecting her 
and experienced peace in her heart. 

But how much can one woman be expected to endure? 

Desperate to escape

Once, she escaped Chechnya with her children. But her family found them, kidnapped the children and brought them ba
ck home. Fearing she might never see her children again, she returned home and was promptly locked up â€” again! 

Another time, she called her friends in another region to tell them of the threats against her life. What she didnâ€™t kno
w was that her phone had been tapped! Later, her brother called these believers back, furious with the Christian influenc
e they had on his sister. 

In a fit of rage, he threatened to ruin their lives if they did not leave Azni alone, complaining that â€œhaving a Christian i
n our family causes us many problems.â€• 

Azniâ€™s friends wouldnâ€™t back down. But they havenâ€™t been able to reach her â€” and fear the worst........
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Please keep this dear sister in your prayers.  Please remember our persecuted family in your prayers as they follow Jes
us on the shadow of His cross.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Wednesday AM, 12/21/16, on: 2016/12/21 9:32
#4...The 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer f
or their faith.

â€œBe strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; He w
ill never leave you nor forsake you.â€•

â€” Deuteronomy 31:6

The pungent smell of smoke woke Pastor Wasihun out of a dead sleep. 

Seeing the flames leaping toward his bedroom, he wrestled his wife awake, grabbed their two sons and somehow mana
ged to get out of the house before the structure collapsed into a pile of smoke and ashes. 

Who could have done such a horrible thing, locking the house from the outside and then setting it on fire? 

Pastor Wasihun had a pretty good idea. 

Homeless and vulnerable

Ever since he and his wife had begun ministering to unbelievers in the Wallega region in Western Ethiopia, they had bee
n getting threatening phone calls at all hours of the day and night. 

Because of the fire, they were now homeless, living in a makeshift shelter made of straw and some plastic sheeting. Not 
nearly enough to ward off the elements â€” or the enemies that once tried to kill him. 

But though his heart was saddened that his children have to face such hardship, his soul is now at peace. â€œI pray for 
those who want to kill me and who burned down my house. It is my prayer that they will be able to repent and come to th
e knowledge of Christ.â€• 

Although unable to help him physically, new believers in the region marveled at his fearlessness and began praying for h
elp. 

Answered prayers

Now those prayers have been answered. 

Because of the sacrificial giving of Open Doors supporters around the world, Pastor Wasihun and his family have receiv
ed household utensils, clothing, mattresses and linens. Some building materials have also been donated, along with eno
ugh grain to feed the family for at least three months. 

Much to his familyâ€™s delight, God has once again proved Himself to be faithful. Now Pastor Wasihun has gone back t
o fulfilling his calling: bringing Jesus to those who hunger to know this Jesus that he talks about.
_____________________

Let us remember this brother in our prayers. Let us remember others like him who share Jesus in places where it is dan
gerous to believe.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 
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Re:Thursday, 12/22/16, on: 2016/12/22 8:36
#5...The 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer f
or their faith.

â€œHe will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in His sight.â€•

â€” Psalm 72:14

The Nigerian pastor wasnâ€™t talking. 

And nothing was going to get him to change his mind and reveal the secret whereabouts of the three frightened young gi
rls he was hiding... 

â€œThey flogged me with sticks,â€• he says of his Muslim captors. â€•They treated me like a criminal and threatened to
kill me.â€• 

Through it all, the pastor remained tight-lipped. And for good reason. 

A greater calling

This gentle man of God had a greater calling â€” protecting the innocent. And he feared for the lives of these young girls
â€” ages 15, 12 and 10 â€” if authorities discovered their location. 

Just weeks earlier, the girlsâ€™ father converted to Islam, and insisted his daughters do the same. When they refused, 
he gave them a week to change their minds â€” or else! 

The girls fled to the pastorâ€™s house, but a neighbor saw them and got the police involved. But not before the young s
isters were whisked off to a safe house. 

The pastor is grateful Open Doors field staff took an interest in his case, attended the court proceedings and provided hi
m access to legal advice. 

â€œYou made me see more of Christ and His love when you gave your time,â€• the pastor said. â€œYour presence an
d encouragement strengthened me greatly.â€• Â Â  Although these three girls were rescued, thousands more remain at 
risk. In fact, some regions where Sharia law is practiced have organized squads whose sole purpose is to abduct and co
nvert Christian girls to Islam. 

_____________________

Please remember those believers in Nigeria in your prayers.  Please remember many other Christian young women that 
have been abducted by the Boko Haram. Please keep them in your prayers that God will give them grace to endure their
trial.  Please pray that God will bring freedom to these young women if it be His will.  Please pray that God will convert m
ore jihadists in Nigeria through dreams and visions and other means to draw them to Jesus. Please keep pastors like th
e one described above who protect Christian young women and others from harm's way. Please keep those in Nigeria in
your prayers.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 
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Re: Thursday PM, 12/22/16, on: 2016/12/22 22:49
_____________________

#6...I do not follow my pastor. I follow Christ, my Lord.â€• Â Â 

â€œThe 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer f
or their faith.

â€œSo we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.â€•

â€” 2 Corinthians 4:16

It appears Muslim extremists will do just about anything to get strong-minded believers to renounce their faith in Christ. 

Such was the case with Gabriella, a young woman from the East African country of Eritrea. When she was arrested duri
ng a secret Bible study, security officials were sure they could â€œbreak herâ€• into giving up information about the und
erground church she belonged to. 

But they underestimated Gabriellaâ€™s convictions. 

Willing to die for Christ

Solitary confinement didnâ€™t get her to divulge information about the underground church or its members. Neither did 
brutal interrogation, or even torture. 

In fact, she made sure her interrogators knew that she considered it â€œan honor to encounter all the consequences for
her faith in Jesus.â€• 

She even said she was willing to die for Christ â€” which infuriated them even more. 

A web of lies

Exasperated, they made one last-ditch effort to get Gabriella to talk, by telling her that her pastor had been arrested. Lyi
ng about the details, they saidâ€¦ 

â€œEven before enduring â€˜unnecessaryâ€™ physical punishment, he admitted that he had been deceived by others 
concerning Christ. He also admitted that he deceived you and the others in your group. He denied Christ and expressed 
great regret over following Him in the past. 

â€œIf he then, as your pastor, realized his great mistake about Jesus and agreed to leave Him, what are you waiting for
?â€• 

But they werenâ€™t finished yet, and their web of lies continued. 

â€œFirst, you followed this man as part of an extreme Christian movement in our country. And now, we want you to follo
w him in denying Christ. Follow your leader. This is what jwhat he wants you to do. He told us that. What do you say?â€•

Gabriella knew EXACTLY what she was going to say. 

â€œI do not believe that my pastor would deny his Savior. But even if I did, I will not deny my Lord and Redeemer. I do 
not follow my pastor. I follow Christ, my Lord.â€• 

Set free and victorious

One year later, Gabriella was released from prison â€” without her captors ever getting the answer they wanted. 

Later, a group of pastors visited Gabriella and said â€œshe looked like a soldier who had returned from war victorious.â
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€• 

â€œHer joy was very visible and quite overwhelming,â€• they continued. â€œInstead of talking about her woes, anger o
r fear, Gabriella described her incarceration as â€˜a honeymoon with Jesus.â€™ â€• Â Â  Eritrean authorities have orde
red the immediate shut down of all unregistered churches, and hundreds of Christians have been arrested and tortured f
or nothing more than worshipping in their homes.
_____________________

Eritrea has been described us and North Korea of Africa.  At least two or three thousand believers or imprisoned in Eritr
ea. Many in shipping containers or holes in the ground. Yet the church in Eritrea continues to be vibrant and strong desp
ite the persecutions.

Let us continue to remember her brothers and sisters such as Gabriella and others who are standing firm for their faith in
Christ in the nation of Eritrea.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

 

Re: Saturday,, 12/24/16, on: 2016/12/24 7:12
#7...The 12 Faces of Persecution
Â 
 No cost is too great to follow Christ Â 

â€œThe 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer f
or their faith.

â€œIn the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.â€•

â€” Luke 14:33

Mamuni was deeply saddened. 

When violent anti-Christian forces overran her village in the eastern part of India, her family was forced to flee into the fo
rest, where they spent weeks scrounging around for food and water. 

But for Mamuni, being homeless wasnâ€™t the worst part of living in exile. She said it was the fact that she couldnâ€™t
go to school that she found most troubling. 

This little girl loved school. She loved her friends. And now she didnâ€™t have either. 

Eventually, Mamuniâ€™s family moved into a government-run relief camp for victims of violence. But it wasnâ€™t much
better. Living in a plastic tent, there was a constant threat of being attacked again. And because of the hardship, her par
ents could no longer afford to give their daughter a good education. 

Losing hope

The young girl filled her days with taking care of the familyâ€™s goats and making leaf plates to help with the family inc
ome. 

Still, Mamuniâ€™s heart yearned to go back to school. 

So you can understand the familyâ€™s excitement when Open Doors adopted her village â€” and started a school as o
ne of their first projects. Because the school actually had teachers who came and taught, non-Christians in the village so
on began sending their children to the school as well. 
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Suddenly, Mamuni was playing with children she hadnâ€™t spoken to in years! 

The school was just one of many Open Doors projects in the region. With the help of villagers, Open Doors also built a c
hildrenâ€™s park, where Mamuniâ€™s parents could be found sitting and chatting with their Hindu neighbors. Â Â  The 
lives of Christian families in the region have been transformed. Thatâ€™s only possible because of your prayers and ge
nerous support. 

___________________

Let us remember those in India in our prayers. Let us pray that God will strengthen His persecuted bride in that nation. L
et us pray that the gospel goes forth into India.

From the foot if His cross.

Bro Blaine 

 

Re: Sunday, 12/25/16, on: 2016/12/25 8:09
Posted from Voice of the Persecuted

Please Remember the Persecuted rhis Christmas

Brothers and Sisters many of you will be sitting down with family and friends enjoying their fellowship. Perhaps you will b
e opening gifts and enjoying Christmas dinner. With no doubt, we will reflect upon the birth of Jesus. For sure there is m
uch to be thankful for. God has given unto us a Savior. One who has saved us from our sins. For Jesus is the greatest gi
ft.
 .
However, many of our brothers and sisters will not be enjoying the fellowship of the their families and loved ones. Many 
of them will not even have a Christmas dinner. These will be our persecuted brothers and sisters in restricted nations.
 .
Dear saints, let us remember our dear sister, Asia Bibi who has spent over 8 years in a Pakistani prison because of her t
estimony.  Many other persecuted Pakistani asylum seekers stuck in the limbo of the asylum process seen as prey or po
ssible terrorists. Believers in Eritrea held captive in shipping containers barely surviving the extreme conditions. Remem
ber those in China arrested because they share the Good News of our Lord and Savior. Our Nigerian brothers and sister
s who fled the Boko Haram, but now languishing for years in an IDP refugee camp as itâ€™s still too dangerous to retur
n home. Let us remember Rev. Andrew Bronson recently separated from his family and put in a Turkish prison under fal
se charges.
 .
Lord willing, let us focus on Ephesians 3:14-21.
14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man;

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that wor
keth in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. (KJV)
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Please do remember our persecuted family in your prayers. I feel constrained that we pray these verses as encouragem
ent over our brothers and sisters suffering for their faith in Christ.
 .
As you gather together for Christmas dinner tomorrow, join us as we add a place setting in honor of our persecuted brot
hers and sisters. A reminder to pray for those not able to join their families and loved ones.
Have a very blessed and merry Christmas.
Your brother in Christ,

Blaine Scogin
Serving Jesus as Prayer Director for Voice of the Persecuted and Persecution Watch.
Persecution Watch

Re: Sunday PM, 12/25/16, on: 2016/12/25 15:27
Posted from Voice of the Persecuted 

At Voice of the Persecuted, we share with you all the joy that is felt as we recall and honor the birth of our dear Savior, t
he Lord Jesus Christ.

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being inter
preted is, God with us. Matthew 1:23

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall b
e called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

Even angels appeared to announce the great event and joy to the world.

 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And th
e angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall fin
d the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the he
avenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:8-1
4

A promise of peace among men with whom He is pleased!

Itâ€™s a special time of gratitude, giving, hope, anticipation of a new year and time spent with those we love.  But for m
any, it can be a time of isolation and loneliness, longing for those we have lost and the place we called home. As we hea
r of war, terror attacks and fallen economies, many fear for what may come. When Christ was born, people also lived in 
oppression and walked in dark times.  But through amazing love, we were given the greatest gift, a Savior, Jesus who is 
the Light of the World!

Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, â€œI am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darknes
s, but will have the Light of life.â€•  John 8:12

In the darkness of night, Christ was born to bring hope and light into the world. He did what no other could accomplish; 
He brought salvation to all who believe, love and follow Him. As followers of Christ, we will never walk in darkness.

This Christmas, let us reflect not on the trials, but on all Godâ€™s blessings in our lives. Let us thank the Lord for His fai
thfulness to bring hope to the afflicted, to bind up the brokenhearted and liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners. W
e thank God for comforting all who mourn, giving them strength and peace instead of mourning. For the ability to praise i
nstead of a spirit of fainting, for being with us in the storm.

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say â€œNoâ€• to ungodliness and
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hop
eâ€”the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. Titus 2:11-14
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To all our persecuted brothers and sisters, our advocates and workers in the field, missions who partnered in emergency
situationsâ€”to all friends of Voice of the Persecutedâ€”and to you who have supported our ministry and make it possibl
e for us to care for our persecuted familyâ€¦THANK YOU! We pray for the Lordâ€™s guidance and the ability to do so m
uch more in 2017.

Rejoice! In the name of the Lord, Rejoice! Christ is King and Savior of the world.

May Peace be your gift at Christmas and your blessing all through the year. We thank you for standing with us in the mis
sion!

God bless you,

From all of us at the Voice of the Persecuted

Bro Blaine 

Re: Monday AM, 12/26/16, on: 2016/12/26 8:50
#8...The 12 Faces of Persecution

The 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer for th
eir faith.

â€œWe are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed but not in despair.â€•

â€” 2 Corinthians 4:8

Ever since Manju became a Christian, she has been treated like an untouchable pariah â€” sometimes by her in-laws, ot
her times by her village neighbors but mostly by her own husband! 

In fact, several times he has tried to kill her â€” and each time, God intervened in a miraculous way to spare her life â€” 
and added to the power of her testimony. 

Through it all, this Indian woman has remained steadfast in her faith. 

Poisoned by an unbelieving husband

Once, in the middle of a severe lashing, she bravely told her husband, â€œYou will get tired of hitting me. But I will not l
eave Jesus.â€• The beatings then continued until she fell unconscious on the ground. 

But over the years, things got worse. A lot worse. 

When Manjuâ€™s husband found out that she was praying for him, he made her drink poison. 

â€œYouâ€™re a disgrace to this family!â€• he told her. â€œNow weâ€™ll see whether this God you claim can bring a c
hange in me is able to save you from my hands!â€• 

All through the night she lay on the floor, vomiting blood while her husband waited for Manju to die. In the morning, Manj
uâ€™s husband gave up and took his wife to the hospital â€” where doctors examined her and said there was no poison
in her body. 

â€œIt was this miracle that actually strengthened my faith in Christ and affirmed my resolution to follow Christ,â€• she re
members. 

Hope in her darkest moment

At the urging of Manjuâ€™s in-laws, she returned home, hoping that her husband had changed. But the only thing that c
hanged was his resolve to get rid of his wife. 
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After one particular beating, she was thrown on the railroad tracks, unconscious, in hopes that she would be run over by 
a passing train. 

Once again God intervened when a group of Christian women going to a believersâ€™ conference found her and put he
r on their train. But when Manju regained consciousness, she was so distraught that she tried to kill herself by jumping fr
om the moving train. 

At that moment, a â€œforceâ€• that she now says must have been God, pushed her back into the train and she heard a 
mysterious voice say, 

â€œWhy are you trying to take your life? You are a daughter of the Almighty God!â€• 

Immediately, the pain left her body and she felt an unusual strength coursing through her veins. 

Thankful for you

Since then, Open Doors field staff has been in constant contact with her, praying and offering encouragement on a daily 
basis. Weâ€™ve also offered her a sewing machine so she can earn some extra money to pay for legal fees since her h
usband has filed for divorce. 

Manju knows her struggles are far from over. But she insists, â€œI will not leave Christ, even if I have to lay down my lif
e for Him. Now I encourage other women who are facing similar trials in their lives.â€• 

____________________

Please keep this dear sister and others like her in your prayers. Please pray that God will strengthen his persecuted brid
e in India. Please pray that the gospel will go forth into the darkness of that nation bringing the light of Christ into dark he
arts.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Monday PM, 12/26/16, on: 2016/12/26 17:53
Richard Wurmbrand has said the first century church never considered their service complete until the martyrs were rem
embered.  Below is the story of Stephen, the first recorded martyr of those who follow Jesus.

_____________________

From Voice of the Persecuted

The story of Stephen: In the New Testament, in the book of Acts, you will learn how the members of the church in Jerus
alem gave their money freely to help the poor. This free giving led to trouble, as the church grew so fast; for some of the 
widows who were poor were passed by, and their friends made complaints to the apostles. The twelve apostles called th
e whole church together, and said:

â€œIt is not well that we should turn aside from preaching and teaching the word of God to sit at tables and give out mo
ney. But, brethren, choose from among yourselves seven good men; men who have the Spirit of God and are wise, and 
we will give this work to them; so that we can spend our time in prayer and in preaching the gospel.â€•

This plan was pleasing to all the church, and they chose seven men to take charge of the gifts of the people, and to see 
that they were sent to those who were in need. The first man chosen was Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Spirit of 
God; and with him was Philip and five other good men. These seven men they brought before the apostles; and the apo
stles laid their hands on their heads, setting them apart for their work of caring for the poor.

But Stephen did more than to look after the needy ones. He began to preach the gospel of Christ, and to preach with su
ch power as made every one who heard him feel the truth. Stephen saw before any other man in the church saw, that th
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e gospel of Christ was not for Jews only, but was for all men; that all men might be saved if they would believe in Jesus; 
and this great truth Stephen began to preach with all his power. Such preaching as this, that men who were not Jews mi
ght be saved by believing in Christ, made many of the Jews very angry. They called all the people who were not Jews â
€œGentiles,â€• and they looked upon them with hate and scorn; but they could not answer the words that Stephen spok
e. They roused up the people and the rulers, and set them against Stephen, and at last they seized Stephen, and broug
ht him before the great council of the rulers. They said to the rulers:

â€œThis man is always speaking evil words against the Temple and against the law of Moses. We have heard him say t
hat Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the laws that Moses gave to us!â€•

This was partly true and partly false; but no lie is so harmful as that which has a little truth with it. Then the high-priest sa
id to Stephen:

â€œAre these things so?â€•

And as Stephen stood up to answer the high-priest, all fixed their eyes upon him; and they saw that his face was shining
, as though it was the face of an angel. Then Stephen began to speak of the great things that God had done for his peop
le Israel in the past; how he had called Abraham, their father, to go forth into a new land; how he had given them great 
men, as Joseph, and Moses, and the prophets. He showed them how the Israelites had not been faithful to God, who ha
d given them such wonderful blessings.

Then Stephen said:

â€œYou are a people with hard hearts and stiff necks, who will not obey the words of God and his Spirit. As your fathers
did, so you do, also. Your fathers killed the prophets whom God sent to them; and you have slain Jesus, the Righteous 
One!â€•

As they heard these things, they became so angry against Stephen, that they gnashed on him with their teeth, like wild b
easts. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up toward heaven with his shining face; and he saw the glory of God, a
nd Jesus standing on Godâ€™s right hand, and he said:

â€œI see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God!â€•

But they cried out with angry voices, and rushed upon him, and dragged him out of the council-room, and outside the wa
ll of the city. And there they threw stones upon him to kill him, while Stephen was kneeling down among the falling stone
s, and praying:

â€œLord Jesus, receive my spirit! Lord, lay not this sin up against them!â€•

And when he had said this, he fell asleep in death, the first to be slain for the gospel of Christ. (Bible Hub)

St. Stephenâ€™s Day, or the Feast of Saint Stephen, is a Christian saintâ€™s day to commemorate Saint Stephen, the 
first Christian martyr or protomartyr, celebrated on 26 December in the Western Church and 27 December in the Easter
n Church. Many Eastern Orthodox churches adhere to the Julian calendar and mark St. Stephenâ€™s Day on 27 Dece
mber according to that calendar, which places it on 9 January of the Gregorian calendar used in secular contexts. In the 
denominations of Western Christianity, Saint Stephenâ€™s Day marks the second day of Christmas or Christmastide.

_____________________

Hebrews 12:2-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses (martyrs) surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbran
ce and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the shame and s
at down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 13:7-8
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Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you, and considering the result of their conduct, imitate th
eir faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

Brothers and sisters let us look to the example of Stephen. Let us look at his faithful witness of Jesus Christ. Let us look 
to those who have laid down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ in times past and times present. 

For even today we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses.  The word witness in the Greek means martyr.  T
hus we could say that we are surrounded by such a great cloud of martyrs who are reigning in heaven.  Because they su
rround us it is as if they are cheering us on. They are cheering us to be faithful Witnesses of Jesus Christ. Even if it mea
ns laying down our physical life for him.

Let us remember the martyrs. And let us imitate their faith. And let us pray for the persecuted church today. Let us reme
mber the families of the martyrs of today.

It is estimated every 5 to 8 minutes somebody is martyred for the Lord Jesus Christ someplace around the world. It is es
timated that three to four hundred souls will lie under the altar in the presence of Christ before the day ends.

So again, please, let us remember those who have given their witness for Jesus Christ as they have laid down their lives
for him in that ultimate testimony of martyrdom.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Tuesday AM, 12/27/16, on: 2016/12/27 8:34
_____________________

#9...The 12 Faces of Persecution series tells the real story of believers suffering for their faith.

â€œRemember what I told you: â€™A servant is not greater than his master.â€™ If they persecuted me, they will perse
cute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours, too.â€•

â€” John 15:20

Iro stared into the flames shooting high into the sky, felt the heat both in front and behind him, and saw big plumes of bla
ck smoke billowing upwards. 

Looking to his right, then to his left, he quickly glanced at his two friends, Mati and Nuhu, looking for even the slightest si
gn of fear. But there was none. 

Through the roaring fire, he could hear their tormentors, a group of young Muslim thugs, cheering and shouting gleefully 
â€” no doubt believing these evangelists would soon die from the ring of fire they had set. 
Â Â  

Would God spare the lives of these three friends? 

They joined hands to pray, not just for themselves but for the huge crowds who had come to see the JESUS film. 

â€œWe could not curse the town because of their attitude toward the gospel,â€• he remembers sharing afterwards. â€
œWe felt a special love for the people who attacked us and for the entire town.â€• 

After about 30 minutes, the flames died down â€” with no harm to Iro, Mati or Nuhu. Infuriated, their tormentors demand
ed they leave town. The three friends did as they were told, picked up their projector and headed out. 

Counted worthy to suffer for Christ
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But as they left, their attackers followed them, flogging them and ordering them never to return. 

So it must have been quite a shock to them to see the smile on Iroâ€™s face as he told his two friends, â€œI felt encour
aged to be beaten because of Christ. Even while they were beating me, I was praying, â€˜Thank you, Lord, for counting 
me worthy to suffer for Your Nameâ€™s sake.â€™ 

Iro refused to be discouraged. 

Sharing Christ with a dying world is necessary. It doesnâ€™t matter the price to be paid,â€• he said afterwards. â€œWe
receive beatings from the angry Muslims, but our joy is that the people who do not know Christ have heard His story.â€• 
Â 

_____________________

We praise God that these three brothers were delivered out of the fire and that was neant for them.  Yet our hearts must 
grieve and break over the fact that those who came to see the Jesus video did not the opportunity to hear about faith in 
Jesus. This is the work of the enemy.

Let us pray that those in this village and the persecutors as well as others will have the opportunity to hear about faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us pray for these teams who go out into harm's way to share Jesus. Let us pray for their prote
ction and that much fruit will come out of their ministry.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Tuesday PM, 12/27/16, on: 2016/12/27 17:52
Posted from Voice of the Persecuted

Robert Jermain Thomas

Many in Wales never heard of the Welsh missionary Robert Jermain Thomas but in South Korea heâ€™s recognized as
a hero and the man who brought Christianity to the country.The young missionary left the shores of Britain to minister G
odâ€™s Word in China and Korea. His martyrdom would be the seed that would grow and contribute to the Korean reviv
als in 1903 and 1907. Be encouraged by his testimony and the growth of Christianity in Korea.

The BBC recently shared an article titled, â€˜Remembering North Koreaâ€™s Christian martyrsâ€™ describing the effor
ts and sacrifice of this young Christian missionary.

Christmas is a time of great celebration for the worldâ€™s two billion or so Christians. In one part of the planet, though, t
he lights are out. There is not be a flicker of recognition of the festival in North Korea â€“ or not in public. It may be celeb
rated secretly, particularly as 2016 is the anniversary of a great Christian martyrdom on the banks of the Taedong river i
n Pyongyang.

Nobody knows how many North Koreans celebrate the birth of Christ just over two millennia ago. For them, displays of f
aith can lead to prison or worse.

And nobody knows either who will remember the death 150 years ago of a missionary on the banks of the Taedong river
.

The Welshman, Robert Jermain Thomas, was one of the big figures who brought Christianity to the Korean peninsula. B
efitting his contribution, his death, around the end of August in 1866, has been marked with loud and joyous celebrations
in churches in Cardiff and Seoul.

But from Pyongyang, where Thomas was martyred, there has not even been a peep of the smallest trumpet. Read more
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To learn more visit www.robertjermainthomas.com

Please remember our brothers and sisters living in North Korea, the most dangerous place to be a Christian.

What you would do if you were living in North Korea under itâ€™s oppressive rule? Imagine living in extremely harsh co
nditions without a freedom of speech, little hope for the future and the possibility of extreme punishment, even death for 
being a Christian? Imagine what it means to risk not only your own life but that of your spouse, children and even extend
ed family members because you believe in Jesus. What would you do?

Pray for North Korea

Pray that God will break Communism in North Korea like He di

Pray for North Korea

Pray that God will break Communism in North Korea.

Pray for the secret believers who face torture and execution if discovered.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will move upon peopleâ€™s hearts and reveal Jesus to them.

Pray that God will call more to pray for North Korea.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will move upon North Korea and reveal Jesus to them.

 

Re: Supplimental , on: 2016/12/27 18:26
This is a 15 minute video about Robert Jerome Thomas. This dear brother was martyred in Korea for taking the gospel t
here. In North Korea the blood of the martyrs is still shed.  

https://youtu.be/ll7TZIsb_AM

John 12:24

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone, but if it does, it bears m
uch fruit.

The early church father Tertullian tells us that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.  Much martyrs blood ha
s been shed in the nation of North Korea. Let us remember those dear saints in our prayers.  Let us pray that the gospel 
of Jesus Christ will bring His light into dark hearts in that nation.

From the foot of the cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Suppklmental , on: 2016/12/27 18:47
Picture of North Korea taken from the International Space Station. Very prophetic. Notice the physical darkness in N. Ko
rea.  Indicative of the spiritual darkness that lies in that nation.  Let us pray that the light of Jesus to shine in North Korea
n hearts.

http://www.nasa.gov/content/korean-peninsula-seen-from-space-station#.WGL8EjgCYiA.mailto

Bro Blaine 
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Re: Thursday AM, 12/29/16, on: 2016/12/29 8:20
#10...The 12 Faces of Persecution series tells the real story of believers suffering for their faith Â Â  

The ultimate betrayal: when your own family wants you dead.

â€œBy joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.â€•

â€” Romans 12:12

Nazeera was cooking breakfast for her family one morning when the unthinkable happened. 

As she poured cooking oil into a hot pan, the liquid flashed â€” and the bottle exploded all over this mother of three, com
pletely engulfing her in flames. 

The minute he heard screams coming from the kitchen, Saeed, Nazeeraâ€™s husband, ran downstairs, but in the confu
sion didnâ€™t know what to do to save her. Meanwhile, their 16-year-old son did the only thing he could think of: he hug
ged his mother, hoping that would put out the flames. 

The teenager ended up badly burned. Nazeera eventually died from her injuries. 

What appeared to be an accident...was murder

Only later did Saeed find out that one of his brothers and one of Nazeeraâ€™s brothers had devised a deadly plan to ta
ke the vegetable oil out of the bottle and replace it with gasoline. The reason: Saeed and Nazeera refused to return to Isl
am. 

This was by far the worst, but not the first time the family had been caught in this holy war between Christianity and Isla
m. 

Even after Nazeera passed away, the family could not find anyone willing to testify to who was behind this senseless mu
rder. 

â€œNo one will be a witness for us,â€• Saeed said dejectedly. As an example of how deep their hatred was for his decis
ion to follow Christ, he admitted, â€œMy own family told me that if I was killed and cut into pieces, they wouldnâ€™t do 
anything to help or be a witness on my side.â€• 

Counting the cost

A lesser man might have given up at that point, figuring that the cost of being a believer in the Arabian peninsula was jus
t too high. 

But not Saeed. 

â€œWe ask people to pray for us, as we are all alone,â€• he said. â€œPray for my children as now I am their mother an
d father, and their only friend. We need prayers for Godâ€™s strength and to give us strong faith.â€• 

Then he added, â€œI want people outside to know that even if we get cut into pieces, we wonâ€™t leave Jesus Christ.â
€• Â 

In places like Yemen, itâ€™s not unusual to hear about Christians being killed for putting their faith in Christ. Please pra
y for persecuted believers everywhere.
____________________

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Page 90/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

Re: Friday AM, 12/30/2016, on: 2016/12/30 8:15
#11...The 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer 
for their faith.

â€œSuppose one of you wants to build a tower. Wonâ€™t you first sit down and estimateÂ theÂ costÂ to see if you hav
e enough money to complete it?â€•

â€” Luke 14:28

Pastor Odona knows thereâ€™s a cost to being a Christian leader, particularly in a country like the Central African Repu
blic that is hostile to those who preach the gospel. 

But despite the inherent danger, he continues to share Christ with his neighbors whose lives have been turned upside d
own by the violence. 

â€œPlease pray for the liberation of my country, and for believers who are discouraged,â€• he says unselfishly. And we 
might addâ€¦please remember to pray for Pastor Odona as well. 

Hunted by rebels

From the very moment they invaded the region, the rebels have had Pastor Odona in their crosshairs. 

Several close calls were reported, including the time his family barely escaped before the radicals plundered his house a
nd then occupied it. Only after an imam warned them that â€œthis is the house of a servant of God and you will be curs
ed if you donâ€™t leaveâ€• did they vacate the premises. 

Until security has been restored, Pastor Odona does not dare bring his family back into the home. Instead, theyâ€™ve s
ecretly gone to live with other believers throughout the region. 

â€œOur life has been totally disrupted,â€• he says. â€œMy wife and I live at another pastorâ€™s house with our young
est son. Our other children have been scattered amongst other pastors.â€• 

Planting churches in the midst of danger

But Pastor Odona is not budging. 

Instead, heâ€™s fighting back in the only way he knows how â€” by planting a group of churches right in the middle of t
he rebelsâ€™ stronghold. 

â€œRisking everything is worth it,â€• he says. Christ is worth it. And his neighbors are worth it. Thatâ€™s why heâ€™ll 
never slow down, until every last person in his village has heard about this person called Jesus who died for them.
_____________________

The persecuted believers know that Jesus is worth it. Along with the Apostle Paul, these believers are willing to suffer th
e loss of all things, even their lives, to know Jesus. And to make Jesus known.

Let us remember our brothers and sisters in prayer today. And also let their example be our hearts desire. Our hearts de
sire being that we will suffer the loss of all things to know Jesus and to make Him known.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 
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Re: , on: 2017/1/6 9:10
The 12 Faces of Persecutionâ€• are real accounts of persecuted Christians who are standing strong as they suffer for th
eir faith.

â€œBe strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; He w
ill never leave you nor forsake you.â€•

â€” Deuteronomy 31:6

Peyman has one of the most important jobs in the world. Itâ€™s also one of the most dangerous jobs in the world. 

He is a Bible delivery worker and partner of Open Doors, working in the Persian-speaking world. Every day, Peyman is r
esponsible for bringing large numbers of Bibles and Christian literature to believers who are desperately waiting for them
. 

If heâ€™s caught carrying Bibles â€” which are forbidden in his region â€” he could be thrown into prison or even torture
d for violating existing laws. 

Yet, he does it anyway, believing that God is directing him every step of the way. 

â€œSome groups Iâ€™ve delivered Bibles to had already begun copying them by hand because they were eager to ha
ve their own copy,â€• Peyman recalls. 

Every story he shares tells of Godâ€™s divine providence. 

A close encounter

Once, an entire congregation professed faith in Christ but had no Bibles or Christian literature to deepen their faith. So m
embers of the church, including a woman named Ava, began praying for a miracle. 

A few weeks later, Ava and Peyman bumped into each other while shopping in the same market. Not knowing who he w
as, she carefully began telling him about Jesus. But Peyman stopped her mid-sentence, revealing to her that he, too, wa
s a believer. 

Thatâ€™s when Ava shared about their churchâ€™s need for Bibles. 

â€œI was astonished to find out this group of believers had no biblical material at all,â€• Peyman says. The next day, he
met with Avaâ€™s pastor and within a week, the church had dozens of Farsi Bibles and copies of the New Testament. 

For the isolated, underground church, the work of Peyman and others who deliver Bibles is of utmost importance. Somet
imes, these Bibles are the only thing keeping new believers from giving up when times get hard. 

Thatâ€™s what happened to Dareios, a former drug addict who came to know Christ and was fighting to stay sober whe
n he got his first Bible. â€œWhen I was healing from my addiction, I was isolated from everyone. The only friend I had w
as my Bible.â€• Â Â  Dareiosâ€™s and Avaâ€™s churches received Bibles because of your generosity. But for every be
liever who has received one, a hundred more are praying that someone like Peyman would visit their church.

_____________________

Let us pray that those who cry for the word of God im restricted Nations will have the Bible provided for them.

From the foot of his cross.

Bro Blaine 
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Re: Saturday AM, 2/11/17, on: 2017/2/11 11:35
https://youtu.be/Sw-Y35kcolc

The above is a link to a short VOM video.  In the video two North Koreans are listening to the message about Jesus. On
e is holding a forbidden New Testament or Bible.  If these two precious people are caught.  They can be very well martyr
ed in a death camp or mercifully executed on the spot. This video is not a dramatization.

Please do keep these young men in your prayers. Please keep the believers in North Korea in your prayers. Please kee
p the persecuted in your prayers.

From the foot of his cross.

Bro Blaine  

Re: Saturday PM, 2/11/17, on: 2017/2/11 19:25
.
North Korea is ranked #1 on the Open Doors World Watch List.  It has held this position since 2002. The World Watch Li
st consists of 50 countries where persecution is considered the most extreme.  So for North Korea to be ranked number 
one on this list it has the distinction of having the most extreme persecution of believers in the world.

If one is caught possessing a Bible or attending an underground church meeting in North Korea. A bullet through the he
ad would be merciful.  But if this dear saint is sent to a North Korea death camp.  Then their family and two generations 
of their extended family are imprisoned.

Yet despite the horrendous persecution the church continues to grow in North Korea. Jesus made the promise that up o
n Him, The Rock, He would build His church. And the Gates of Hell will not Prevail against it.

The open doors video below tells of the church in North Korea and what God is doing in the midst of the persecutions in 
the nation.  The videos only about 6 minutes long period after watching a video please remember persecuted brothers a
nd sisters in the nation of North Korea and your prayers.

https://youtu.be/4nOQq5xHSc0

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Sunday AM...2/12/17 , on: 2017/2/12 7:46
.
This is a story of a dear sister in North Korea. This is her story where she found hope even in the midst of a North Korea
n death camp.

Saints this story is real. This is not made up. What is taking place in North Korea is an ongoing reality of brothers and sis
ters around the world today who carry the cross and suffer for our Lord Jesus Christ.

https://youtu.be/nbUoqzyVa1M

Please do remember the persecuted brothers and sisters in your prayers.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine
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Re: Sunday PM, 2/12/17, on: 2017/2/12 19:30
.
A few years ago a sister shared on our call about a dear saint who got out of one of the North Korean death camps.  I do
not know if she had escaped or if she was released. But eventually I believe she made her way to South Korea. This de
ar sister was asked how did she endure the imprisonment in North Korea. Her response was, "I heard the prayers of the 
saints."

I do not know if Hea Woo was that sister.  But a brother from Open Doors continues to tell her story in the link below. Ag
ain let us continue to remember persecuted brothers and sisters in North Korea and elsewhere in our prayers. May they 
also hear the prayers of the saints.

https://youtu.be/OXDzUr1XtDU

The brother narrating the video ask some pointed questions to us in the West.  What will we sacrifice or would cost will 
we pay for a relationship with Jesus.

Again dear Saints these are not made up stories. But these are actual people who have suffered and our suffering for th
eir relationship with Jesus.

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Monday AM, 2/13/17, on: 2017/2/13 7:01
.
Romans 12:1

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to G
od which is your spiritual service of worship.

I reflected on this verse this morning.  I thought of those dear saints who offeref their bodies unto martyrdom.  They gave
themselves up in that final witness for Jesus.

All too often we in the west think that the martyrdom of believers was something that took place in first-century Rome. Or
that took place during the time of the Reformation. We can read about the martyrdom of believers in books such as Foxe
s Book of Martyrs or Martyrs Mirror.  And for sure these are actual accounts of believers who laid down their lives for Jes
us in times past.

But, brothers and sisters, we need to realize that the martyrdom of believers continues in this day and age.  The stories 
and the videos I share with you are not made up. These are not coming from the imaginations of Tim Lahaye when we h
ave been taken away in a mythical pre-trib rapture. But followers of Jesus, in this day and age  are actually laying down t
heir lives for the Lord Jesus Christ and their blood is being shed. It has been estimated that every 5 to 10 minutes a prec
ious saint gives their life for the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the link below is the story of a modern-day martyr for Jesus. Her name is Fatima. She came to Christ in the nation of 
Saudi Arabia. The video below tells her story. It tells of the risk she took to follow Jesus.

Again dear saints this story is true. It is not made up. It is not fictional. But just like our sister, Hae Woo, of North Korea. 
Fatima was a real person. She is now in the presence of Jesus.  

Before her early death. Fatima blogged the statement,

"And by God I am unto death a Christian."

Before she was horribly martyred by her brother  Fatima wrote these last words in her blog.

"Jesus Christ is my light and salvation. Whom Shall I Fear?"
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In honor of this dear sister who is now in the presence of Jesus.  Fatima who lived from 1982 to 2008.

Below is her story.

https://youtu.be/-C23vIl0dKw

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Tuesday AM, 2/14/17, on: 2017/2/14 7:50
.
Brothers and sisters, our dear sister Fatima, martyred back in 2008. She lived in the nation of Saudi Arabia. I do not kno
w how many others have been martyred for their faith in Jesus on the Saudi peninsula. But I do know that God is buildin
g a church in that nation. It is estimated there over 100,000 secret believers who meet in secret in the in the Saudi Kingd
om.  And that God is opening up hearts for those seeking Him to respond to the gospel call of Jesus.

Below is a prayer cast video of a believer who is praying over her nation.  And below the video is a summary of Saudi Ar
abia and prayer points.

As you listen to the short video. Please pray with this dear sister. Please remember our brothers and sisters who accept 
Jesus as their savior in that nation.  For they will pay a price.

Tonight some of us will meet and pray for the nation of Saudi Arabia via a conference call. For any would like to join us p
lease send me an email. My email address follows my signature at the bottom of this post.

But even if you pray in your own prayer closets or war rooms. Please remember the nation of Saudi Arabia and the belie
vers who are at the foot of his cross. Please pray for the harvest to come out of that nation.

The paracast link is below.

http://www.prayercast.com/phone/saudi-arabia.html

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

pwprayercall@gmail.com 

Re: Tuesday PM, 2/14/17, on: 2017/2/14 18:34
.
One of the most difficult Persecution Watch calls I moderated was 2 years ago.  It was on the day two years ago when 2
1 Coptic believers were martyred for their faith in Jesus. This took place on the shores of Libya. They were martyred by I
SIS. Below is a poem put out by the Egyptian Bible Society. Tomorrow will be the second anniversary when these precio
us saints shed their blood for Jesus.

I do remember on the night of our call it was heavy spirit of sorrow. But one thing I told my intercessors was that on that 
day Satan did not get the victory. It was the Lord Jesus Christ. For the saints died with the name of Jesus on their lips an
d with Him in their heart.  The poem is below.

_______________________

Two Rows By the Sea: a poem about faith in the face of adversity

They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskin
s and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated, the world was not worthy of them.â€• (Hebrews 11:37-38)
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I donâ€™t think I will ever read this passage again without seeing in my mind images of men dressed in orange jump sui
ts with black-clad, masked executors behind each one of them. ISISâ€™s brutal killing of 21 Christian Egyptians in Liby
a last month for being â€˜people of the Crossâ€™ devastated their families and shocked Egypt â€“ and the world.

Very encouraged

When I arrived at the Bible Society office the morning after the video was released, feeling sad and depressed, a young 
coworker told me that as well as the horror and sorrow she felt at the young menâ€™s deaths, their faith had left her fee
ling â€˜very encouraged.â€™

â€œWhat has happened has shown me that there are Christians today who are brave enough to face death rather than 
deny their Lord,â€• she told me. â€œIt has shown me that the the Gospel message can still help us to hold onto the pro
mises of God, even when facing death.â€•

Mourning nation

To bring comfort to a mourning nation, we at the Bible Society produced more than a million copies of a leaflet called â€˜
Two Rows by the Seaâ€™, which is being distributed throughout the country. It contains a collection of Scripture passag
es about faith in adversity and Godâ€™s enduring love. It also includes a poem, from which the leaflet takes its name, w
ritten by medical doctor who has a gift for writing poetry. Iâ€™d like to share the poem here. May it bless you as it has bl
essed many people across the world over the past two weeks:

Two Rows By the Sea

Two rows of men walked the shore of the sea,
On a day when the worldâ€™s tears would run free. 
One a row of assassins, who thought they did right, 
The other of innocents, true sons of the light. 
One holding knives in hands held high, 
The other with hands empty, defenseless and tied.
One row of slits to conceal glaring-dead eyes, 
The other with living eyes raised to the skies. 
One row stood steady, pall-bearers of death, 
The other knelt ready, welcoming heavenâ€™s breath.
One row spewed wretched, contemptible threats, 
The other spread God-given peace and rest. 
A Questionâ€¦ Who fears the other? 
The row in orange, watching paradise open? 
Or the row in black, with minds evil and broken?

_____________________________

And they overcame him because of the blood of the lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not lo
ve their life even when faced with death....Revelation 12:11

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 
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Re: Wednesday AM, 2/15/17, on: 2017/2/15 5:51
.
On This Day Remembering the Martyrs of Jesus

I remember reading in a VOM magazine that it was never considered a service in the early church unless the martyrs we
re remembered. Thus a list of the witnesses of Jesus would be red. Those who were slain for the word of God and the te
stimony they had maintained.

Two years ago on this day 21 Coptic believers in Christ were marched out by the sea of the Mediterranean on the shore
s of Libya. Â Each one of these precious brothers died with one name on their lips. That was the name of Jesus. Each o
ne of these precious brothers would pray things like. "Help me Lord Jesus." :Let me be faithful to you." Â "Into your hand
s I commend my spirit."

On this day 2 years ago it made no difference that these brothers came out of a Coptic liturgical background. Â All of the
ir Coptic upbringing meant nothing on February 15th, 2015. The nnly name that was precious to these dear saints was t
he name of Jesus. Each one of those saints died with that name on their lips. This is why that day 2 years ago Satan did
not get the victory. But the victory belonged to the Lord Jesus Christ. These precious brothers did not deny Jesus even i
n the face of death. For they loved not their lives even unto death.

But brothers and sisters what does the testimony of these 21 martyrs tell us today. Consider the verses in Hebrews 12:1
-3,

...Therefore since we have so great a cloud of witnesses (martyrs) surrounding us, let us lay aside every encumbrance i
n the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Je
sus the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him who has endured such hostility by singers against himself,
so that you will not grow weary and lose heart...

In the New Testament Greek the word martyr is translated wiitness. Â The example of these 21 believers who laid down 
their lives for Jesus should speak to our hearts. Their example should speak into our hearts to take up our cross and foll
ow Jesus.

I find it interesting that a discussion is taking place in the forum over Galatians 2:20,

... I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in me, and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up for me...

The discussion is focusing on is this promise or experience. Our persecuted brothers and sisters would say this is reality
. For they would understand the command of Jesus in Luke 9:23,

... If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me...

Our persecuted brothers and sisters would articulate with the Apostle Paul, "I die daily." Â For some this day it will mean 
the literal laying down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ.

But then the question must be, is He worth it? Is He worth it? Â Is He worth dying for? Evidently 21 Believers in Christ fel
t he was worth laying down their lives two years ago. What does the say our hearts?

Below is a short video link remembering our dear brothers in Jesus who laid down their lives for Him. Let us remember a
nd honor our martyred brethren this day.

https://youtu.be/a7KzxMBxHVU

This is posted in honor of our martyred brothers who laid down their lives for Jesus. This is posted in honor of those who
will continue to lay down their lives for Jesus until He returns.
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This is from the foot of His cross.

Brother Blaine

---Edited for grammatical correction and clarity---

Re: Wednesdsy PM,  2/15/17, on: 2017/2/15 20:41
.
Who would dare to love ISIS? Â Who would dare to love the jihadist? Â Could it be that Jesus would dare to love them? 
Could it be that we are called to love them? Â Were it not for the blood of Jesus would we be any different from the jihadi
st?

The video below is a response from the people of the cross to the Islamic jihadist. Very encouraging. But will we apply it 
to our hearts?

https://youtu.be/uSv4vBcFyvo

.......But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven, for He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unright
eous......Matthew 5:44-45

Very radical what Jesus teaches above. But then were we not all His enemies of until we came to Faith in Him?

From the foot of his cross.

Bro Blaine

Re: Thurs. AM, 2/16/17, on: 2017/2/16 8:00
.
Brothers and Sisters,

James writes that our lives are as a vapor before the Lord and then vanish away. But just because our lives are brief in 
God's eyes does not mean that our lives have to be empty.

The video below is the story of Nurta. This was a dear sister in the nation of Somalia. Â She gave her life to Jesus at 17 
years of age. In the nation of Somalia when one comes to Christ there is a death sentence put upon them. This dear sist
er suffered much for her faith in Jesus. But she saw that Jesus was worth living and dying for.

The nation of Somalia ranks # 2 on the Open Doors World Watch List. Â The jihadist group Al-Shabaab has said that the
y will rid Somalia of all Christians. Needless to say the ground of Somalia runs red with the blood of the martyrs. But let 
us also pray that out of their blood much seed will come as Jesus continues to build His church in that country.

As you watch this video please remember the nation of Somalia in your prayers. It is estimated that there are less than 3
00 Believers in a nation that is filled with millions of Muslims. Yet these precious saints continue to be burning llghts agai
nst a crooked and perverse generation. Â For they shine like stars in the universe.

Also as you watch his video let it speak to your heart. Let us pray that our lives will not be empty. But however long we li
ve before Jesus. Let us pray that our lives on earth will be full of the things of eternity. Let us pray that our life will be full 
of Jesus.

https://youtu.be/NaHF5wN-kHw

Some of us will meet tonight over a conference call and pray for the nation of Somalia. For any who would like to join our
call please send me an email. My email address will follow my signature at the end of this post.
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From the foot of his cross.

Bro BlaineÂ 
pwprayercall@gmail.comÂ 

Re: Thurs. PM, 2/16/17, on: 2017/2/16 19:11
.
Below is the story of a brother in Somalia who is perservering on his faith in Jesus.

_____________________

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I h
ave overcome the world.â€• John 16:33

â€œYou are a kaffir (infidel)! You will die!â€•

The words rolled easily off the Somaliâ€™s tongue. Ahmed was very offended. When he lost his job and could no longe
r pay his rent, Mohammed had taken him in. Despite Mohammedâ€™s kindness to him, Ahmed could not let his suspici
ons go.

One day, he went through Mohammedâ€™s things and found an audio Bible in Mohammedâ€™s room. He realized tha
t Mohammed had become a follower of Isa (Jesus).

To Ahmed, this was a decision that deserved death.

Three nights after the initial discovery, Ahmed attacked Mohammed with a knife. â€œI saw nothing, just felt the sudden 
sharp pain to my head and felt the blood streaming down my neck.â€•

By the grace of God, neighbors came to his aid. Ahmed ran away and Mohammed was taken to hospital.

â€œAhmed was my friend, someone Iâ€™ve known for a long time. I housed him when he had nowhere to go, and in re
turn, I got this. It is very painful.â€•

When he met with Open Doors, Mohammed looked gaunt. His hair showed strands of grey and his brown eyes constantl
y scanned the surroundings for those with evil intent against him.

But as hard as this has been, Mohammed has not given up his faith. â€œIt is the only place where I have ever had inner
peace. Despite the isolation and persecution, I am at peace. This is why I hold on to Christ. Going back to Islam is not a
n option.â€•

_____________________

Please remember this dear brother and other precious saints in the nation of Somalia in your prayers.  For the Saints in 
Durham much the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

From the foot of His cross

Bro Blaine 

Page 99/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

Re: Fri. AM, 2/17/16, on: 2017/2/17 8:00
.
Hebrews 2:4

.......God also testifying with them both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit acco
rding to his own will.......

Hebrews 13:8

....... Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.......

Acts 13:41

....... For I am accomplishing a work in your days, I work that you will never believe, though someone should describe it t
o you.......

Brothers and Sisters,

The stories I post in this thread from the persecuted church are true and are not made up. This is not fiction. Though it is
hard for us in America to believe that God is actually performing miracles among our persecuted brethrem. Â God is still 
doing signs and wonders. Evidently He did not get the memo that miracles ceased after the first century. Â And praise G
od He is still working.

The video below is a story of a dear sister in Iran. Â Before Padina came by Christ she was about to commit suicide alon
g with your sick mother. Â It was through a message of salvation that she and her mother found hope. Â As you watch th
e video below please remember those in Iran such as Padina and her mother who are now laboring in the underground 
church. Also please continue to remember our persecuted brothers and sisters in your prayers.

https://youtu.be/1nXz6OhFTqo

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine

Re: Sat. AM,  2/18/17, on: 2017/2/18 8:28
.
Our brother Joel Richardson continues with the story of Padina. Â I posted the video of her testimony yesterday. Â In the
interview wirh Padina Joel plays the video again. And then gives a further explanation of some of the things that took pla
ce in the video.

Also Joel continues to interview our dear sister as she describes what working in the underground church in the Middle 
East is like. Both Padina and her mother are serving Christ by working with the secret church in Persia.

The ministry that Padina is associated with is not an expensive ministry. Â They have no executive who receives a millio
n-dollar salary. Nor do the ministry leaders live in million dollar homes. Those associated with Padina's live on about $1,
200 a month. And they take public transportation in their ministry and their discipling activities.

God put it on my heart to support this ministry. When I called a US Representative. I asked him. "Please tell me your CE
O does not have a gleaming office and live in a million dollar home."

The brother responded to me with a smile I can imagine on the other end of the line. He said, "Brother our CEO lives in 
a city in a restricted nation in the Middle East. Each day he steps out his life is forfeit." Â I know this was a ministry that 

Page 100/113



Devotional Thoughts :: In the Shadow of His Cross...Our Persecuted Brothers and Sisters 

God let me to support.

Saints I only share this to let you know that there are legitimate ministries who are serving our persecuted brethren. Thei
r ninistry headquarters are in a small apartment in a city in a restricted nation. Those involved with such cutting edge min
istries will daily lay down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ. If discovered, these dear saints will either imprisoned or tor
tured or possibly even martyred.

As Paul Harvey would say. Now for the rest of the story. The video is about 23 minutes long. As you watch the video ple
ase do remember our persecuted brothers and sisters who are serving Jesus from the foot of the cross. Many of them ar
e serving Him realizing that their lives are forfeit.  But these dear brothers and sisters serve Christ realizing that He is wo
rth it.  They are serving Jesus realizing that He died for them.  These precious saints are willing to die for Jesus so that o
thers might know him.

https://youtu.be/xDeV6D5oNXY

From the foot of His cross.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Sat. PM, 2/18/17, on: 2017/2/18 19:02
.
Chris Mitchell is a respected reporter. He lives in Jerusalem and works for CBN. I have found his reports to be factual an
d devoid of sensationalism.

It was our blessing to have this brother on our call a few years ago. Â He provided much valuable insight as to what is ta
king place in the Middle East. Â Below is a YouTube report of what God is doing among the refugees in the Kurdistan A
utonomous Region otherwise known as northern Iraq. Â 

As you watch this short report do praise God for the harvest he is bringing among the refugees. Â And do pray that thos
e who embrace Christ will grow in the grace and knowledge of Him. Â For sure Jesus is building his church in the Middle
East. And the Gates of hell itself will not prevail against the church that He is building. Â 

Thanks be to God for the victory he gives in Jesus.

https://youtu.be/JtoBKILsoz0

From the foot of this cross.

Bro Blaine

Re: Sun. AM,  2/19/17, on: 2017/2/19 9:49
Hebrews 11:32-40New American Standard Bible (NASB)

32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were
tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockin
gs and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were 
tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, aff
licted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves an
d holes in the ground.
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39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 because Go
d had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect.

Hebrews 12:1-3

....... Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumb
rance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixi
ng our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despi
sing the shame, and he sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him who has endured suc
h hostility by singers against him so so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.......

Hebrews 13:7-8

.......Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you, and considering the result of their condu
ct, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Hebrews is considered one of the most Jewish books in the New Testament. As its name implies the book was 
probably written to a group of Hebrew believers under persecution. The temptation was to go back to the old wa
ys of Judaism. Yet the author pleads with them to consider Jesus and what He has done and what He is doing. 
The exhortation is the same to run the race that is set before them after they've laid aside the encumbrances an
d the sin in their life.

This book also speaks to us today in that we see our persecuted brothers and sisters who live out the reality of 
Jesus Christ in this day and age. This book is so relevant in that it continues to give the witness of those who a
re living in the shadow of the cross.  In the passage above the writer reminds us that we are surrounded by suc
h a great cloud of witnesses. In a post a few days ago I shared that the New Testament word "witness" also mea
ns "martyr".

I'm sure the forum wonders why I keep posting reports about our persecuted brethren around the world.  Few p
eople read this thread. Let alone few people comment on it.  Some in the forum probably would wonder.  What d
oes the persecuted church have to do with promoting Christ centered rebival?

First of all I continue to post about our persecuted brothers and sisters because God has put it on my heart. Th
eir story must be heard. Since I do not do Facebook Sermonindexnex is the closest venue I can come to sharin
g those about those saints who suffer in the shadow of the cross. I appreciate Greg for allowing me  grace to co
ntinue this thread.

But another reason I post about our persecuted brothers and sister is is there example to us.  We in America ar
e living in a disconnect to the persecuted church.  Two out of every three Christians in the world suffer some fo
rm of persecution. That would imply that we in America are in the 30% that do not know the degree of Affliction 
and hardship our persecuted brethren go through.

I am not trying to bring guilt on anyone in the forum or myself.  But brothers and sisters let's face it. Our persec
uted family have a far greater reality of the cross of Jesus Christ in their lives and we do.  While the discussion i
s going on about Galatians 2:20 has to being promised or experience. Our brothers and sisters would say this i
s reality. At least to a saint in Eritrea or North Korea they would see that being dead to Christ is a death sentenc
e.  For them it is real. They would say with deep conviction that they are crucified with Christ. They would say th
eir life is forfeit to Him.  They would say that truly they are crucified and dead to themselves.

But our persecuted family would also articulate that Christ is living in them. But being dead to themselves. Chri
st lives in them. And His fragrances is manifested through their broken lives.

The verses above would be the message of the persecuted Church to us. And more so in America. They would 
say to us that we Americas should lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us. They
would say to embrace the cross of Jesus. And to run that race that is set before us fixing our eyes on Jesus the
author and perfecter of our faith in Him.
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When I was involved with Calvinism, many of my reformed brethren would say that they had been instructed by 
the Puritan divine's.  Sometimes I think it was said with a degree of pride. Personally I would rather say it all hu
mility that I have been instructed by my brothers and sisters at the foot of the cross.  This would be the persecu
ted Church. I pray for these dear saints daily. But I also feel like that I am not worthy to wash their feet in my pra
yers.  Yet their plea is always to pray for them.  And God has called me to this ministry. As unworthy as I am it i
s only by His grace that I can pray for my brothers and sisters.

But there example to me is that I may obey Jesus as they do.  At this point I may not be facing death as they are
on a daily basis. But their message to me would be to die daily to the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes an
d the boastful pride of life that comes from the world.  In other words my persecuted brothers and sisters would
say to me to die to American evangelicalism. Deny yourself and take up your cross daily and follow Jesus. For 
my persecuted brothers and sisters would say this is what we do on a daily basis when our lives are forfeit.

What does the persecuted church have to do with revival. The fastest growing churches are found in nations th
at are hostile to the things of Christ.  Operation World tells us that two of the fastest-growing churches are in C
hina and Iran. These nations are anything but friendly to Christ. The greatest outpouring of the Holy Spirit since 
Pentacost is occurring among Muslims who are coming to Jesus in dreams and visions. And they are willing to 
follow Him even at the risk of their own lives.

The question to us is do we want such a faith here in America. Do we want an authentic faith of Jesus in our live
s that will reflect what our persecuted brothers and sisters are going through. President Trump wants to keep o
ut those in foreign nations that are of Islamic background.  Muslin background believers who have come to Chri
st would say they would prefer to remain there in the harvest.  MBB's want very little to do with American Christ
ianity. Not in its  present form.

Brothers and sisters I do not know what lies in the future.  I believe the persecution of the American church may
be the best thing that could happen to us. But some are praying that persecution will not come. And that God w
ould spare us. Certainly that is what the devil wants. And the American Church continues to hit the snooze alar
m.

But God be Praised. I say again but God be Praised.  Jesus is raising up a remnant in this nation who will embra
ce the cross and not be afraid to die for Jesus so that they may live.

Our persecuted brothers and sister would say to us come and join us in the race which we are running.  Those 
who have crossed the finish llne into the Heavenly Jerusalem would be cheering us on. The persecuted brother
s and sisters would say to us live victoriously in Jesus as we did. Come join us in the Heavenly assembly from 
every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues that no one can count. Our persecuted brothers and sisters
would say to us Let us all gather around the Throne of God and Jesus and say salvation to God who sits on the 
throne and to the Lamb!!!

Oh my Lord Jesus!!! How we wait and long for that day!!!  But in the meantime may we be faithful in running our
race before You even this day.  Anen!

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

---edited for grammatical corrections---
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Re:  - posted by Ruach34 (), on: 2017/2/20 4:05
Amen. By Life or by death may Christ Be Magnified in my body.

Love you brother and miss you.

Rich 

Re: Brother Rich, on: 2017/2/20 6:12
.
My brother so good to see your post.  Likewise love and miss you and your family.  For I remember our sweet times of fe
lliwship in your hone in southwest LR.

Know you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Mon. AM,   2/20/17, on: 2017/2/20 8:07
.
My Brothers and Sisters,Â 

Imagine you are about to join a church. You go to the new members class. Two questions are asked of you. Â They are 
as follows.

1. Â Will you suffer for the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Â Will you die for the Lord Jesus Christ.

These are questions that are brothers and sisters in the Middle East face daily. These brothers and sisters are Muslims 
who had dreams and visions of Jesus. They are willing to follow Hm and be faithful to Him even unto death. Â This is the
reality of Jesus in the suffering church.

Below is a fascinating interview with Tom Doyle who wrote Dreams and Visions and Killing Christians. Â This brother ha
s worked many years in the Middle East. This brother shares what God is doing among the Muslims in the Middle East t
oday. This brother shares how God is building His church. This is Acts 29 being written even now.

I emphasize again these stories are not made up. But this is the actual Holy Spirit working in the hearts of His people tod
ay.

May your hearts be blessed and encouraged as you listen to the interview. May we all praise God for what He is doing in
bringing in the harvest of souls, from among the Muslims.

https://youtu.be/Db5ZRdql3QY

From the foot of his cross.

Bro Blaine
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Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2017/2/20 8:30
Thank you brother Blaine,

The Lord is building His church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it!

Re: William , on: 2017/2/20 9:53
Indeed, my brother, indeed. Praise God for what He is building.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Monday PM,  2/20/18, on: 2017/2/20 20:21
.
Below is an incredible story from Tom Doyle's book, Dreams and visions. Again this is not fiction. But the story is true. T
his is an account of how God is working among the Muslims in the Middle East.

God be praised for what He is doing in bringing forth His Harvest.

https://youtu.be/NqESEIkoZlo

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Tuesday AM,   2/21/17, on: 2017/2/21 7:44
.
Yesterday I came across this book entitled, "I Am N". Â It is put out by Voice of the Martyrs. When ISIS would invade tow
ns in Iraq and Syria. They would mark those homes and churches that were Christian with the letter N in Arabic. This de
signated that those homes and churches were Nazarene. That they were followers of the Lord Jesus. As such many of t
hese dear brothers and sisters paid the price of being slaughtered at the hands of ISIS. Â 

I went to my local Christian bookstore looking for books on the persecuted church. Â As I wandered down the book isles 
my eyes fell on this book. I take this being the Lord wants me to read this book.

Below is a short video from VOM that tells why this book was written. I would encourage all that have an interest in the p
ersecuted church to buy this book. May God open up our eyes to what our brothers and sisters are enduring at the hand
s of Islamic extremist.

May I point out that this book is not to encourage hatred of Muslims. But if anything to encourage prayer for their salvatio
n. For this is what our persecuted brothers and sisters do. They cry out for the salvation of their persecutors. Even those
that are in ISIS and other extremist groups.

https://youtu.be/gEaR6BPSV2c

May we pray for those who are truly at the foot of the cross.

Bro Blaine

Re: Tuesday PM,   2/21/17, on: 2017/2/21 20:36
.
Why does the persecuted church matter to us believers in the West?  Why do we need to hear the stories of our persecu
ted brothers and sisters? What does it matter to us as American Christians?

The passage below from the book, I am N, by Voice of the Martyrs can best answer these questions.
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.......Their stories matter is because they are our brothers and sisters in the global family of Jesus Christ and they need u
s to stand with him. We, in turn, need their example of faithfulness in the face of persecution to encourage us in our walk
with the Lord (Hebrews 12:1-2).  Their sacrifices are a powerful testimony to our loving God, who's grace reaches us to s
ave every sinner and empower those who receive Jesus as Savior and Lord to live in faithful service to him.......

This is why I keep posting on this thread the stories of our brothers and sisters who are truly in the shadow and at the fo
ot of the cross.  Their stories must be told. I cannot be silent regarding our persecuted brothers and sisters.

Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless.
Not to speak is to speak.
Not to act is to act.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

From the foot of His cross.

Bro Blaine 

Re: Wed. AM,   2/22/17, on: 2017/2/22 7:11
.
What does it imply to have "N" spray painted on your door or wall? The word "N" means Nazarene in Arabic. Â It signifie
s one is a follower of Jesus. So what does it mean to say "I am N"?Â To put it another way what does it mean to say I a
m a Christian? Â What does it mean to say I am a Christ follower? What does it mean to say I follow Jesus Christ?

To say one follows Jesus Christ in a restricted or hostile nation invites persecution and ultimately martyrdom. Yet to a C
hrist follower in such a nation Jesus is worth it. Those who follow Jesus are willing to suffer the loss of all things so that t
hey might know Him. Â In other words our persecuted brothers and sisters understand what it means to suffer the loss o
f all things that they might gain Christ. Â They understand what it means to say, "I am N". They understand what it mean
s to say I follow Jesus. They understand what it means to say I will be faithful to Him even unto death.

Do we in America, as followers of Jesus, understand what it means to say, "I am N"?

Hebrews 13:13

....... So let us go out to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.......

Below is an interview by Gary Lane of CBN. He interviews Jason Peters of Voice of the Martyrs. Â Though the interview 
is over a year old. It is very relevant today. In the interview Jason Peters tells what it means to say "I am N" in persecute
d nations.

https://youtu.be/2qLYlGqoDfM

May we, as believers in America, say with our persecuted brothers and sisters...I am N. Â May we also say with our pers
ecuted brethren, I follow Jesus even unto death.

In the shadow of His cross.

Bro BlaineÂ 
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Re: Wed. PM,   2/22/17, on: 2017/2/22 18:36
.
"Who is this Jesus you speak of? " Â Nadia ask.

" He is God - become - man, the maker of all."

"Even me."

"Yes, Nadia, even you." Â said Rachel. Â "And me. And everyone. He loves us and desires a relationship with us."

"What does he expect of us?" Â asked Nadia." Â " What must we do to be in his kingdom? What rules must we keep? W
hat rituals must we perform?"

Rachel touched her friend's hand lightly shaking her head. " It is not like that he doesn't want your rituals or your rules. H
e wants your heart. Your trust. With that you will want to obey."

What kind of God is this? Nadia wondered.

From i am n by VOM

The following dialogue took place between Rachel, a Pakistani Christian and Nadia, a Pakistani Muslim seeker. Nadia's 
background reveals much what those in Islam must do to please their God. So a Muslim seeker is overwhelmed when th
ey come face-to-face with the love and grace of Jesus. They are so overwhelmed that all Jesus ask of them is their hear
t to believe and trust in Him.

As I read the above dialogue I thought of these verses out of John 6;28-29,

... Therefore they said to him, "What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?" Â Jesus answered and said to
them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."...

Coming out of a legalistic background it was natural that Nadia would ask the questions she did about how to be accept
ed by Jesus. All Jesus required of her was that she believe in Him with all of her heart. Out of that obedience we come.

But then what does that say to us coming out of our legalistic backgrounds. Can it really be that simple just to simply trus
t and believe In Jesus with all of our hearts.

If it be true of the Muslim who seeks Christ. Can it not also be true for those that are seeking Jesus out of various forms 
of legalism or even sin. Â All Jesus ask of us is to believe and trust in him?

This appears to be what our persecuted brothers and sisters do. To believe and trust in Jesus.

In the shadow of His cross.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Fri., PM.  2/24/17, on: 2017/2/24 21:44
.
But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led stray from the simplicity and pu
rity of devotion to Christ...2 Cor.11:3

For me the above verse speaks volumes. Our persecuted brethren and do not have the luxury of debating theology. To t
hem Galatians 2:20 is a reality of being crucified with Christ. They also have the reality of Jesus living within them.  To th
em Galatians 2:20 it's not a promise. But it is reality to these brothers and sisters who are in the shadow of the cross.
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To those who are under persecution. Jesus is real. Jesus is a person.  Jesus is not a theological construct. Jesus is not 
a theological system. But to our persecuted brothers and sisters. Jesus is real. Jesus is the One they cling to.

A VOM medical missionary in writing about the dear saints in Nigeria had this to say.  He remarked these precious saint
s cannot articulate the finer points of the Calvinist/Arminian debate.  But when a jihadust comes at them swinging a mac
hete and says recite the shahada. These precious saints reply "NO! Jesus is Lord!" The VOM brother remarked their the
ology suddenly becomes very deep.

A few days ago I posted how 21 Jesus followers were marched out to their execution on the Mediterranean shores of Lib
ya.  They were slain by ISIS. Each one of these brothers died with one name on their lips. And that name was Jesus.

I doubt these precious brothers could have elaborated on the theology of the atonement.  They probably could not have 
given you the doctrine of how one becomes a living sacrifice for Christ. But their lives and witness demonstrated that the
y were willing to be crucified with Christ. Their testimony and witness Illustrated that they were willing to be crucified with
Christ.  All in that so that Christ would live in them even in their martyrdom.

The persecuted have a very simple theology. Simply that is to walk out the purity and devotion to Jesus. May this speak 
volumes to our hearts.  May we continue to remember brothers and sisters in prayer. May we continue to remember tho
se who are in the shadow of the cross.

Simply my thoughts.

Bro Blaine 

Re: dying for christ, on: 2017/2/25 1:51
i remember reading something out of Corrie Ten boom's book The Hiding Place when she was five years old she asked 
her papa.  Papa I  don't think I could die for Jesus..and her Papa said to her Cory don't worry about that now if the time c
omes he will give you the grace to do it.so right now i know if God put me in a situation to have to suffer for His Name he
would give me the fullest of his grace and strength to endure. i have read the book of martyrs 

Re: Carolyn , on: 2017/2/25 7:42
.
My sister I think Corey also said you do not know how much you need Jesus. Until Jesus is all you have. I'm not sure if t
hat's the exact quote. But it is certainly true.  It is true of our brothers and sisters under persecution. And it should certain
ly be true of us today. May Jesus be all that we have.

Bro Blaine

Re: Sat. AM,   2/25/17, on: 2017/2/25 7:43
.
Eritrea ranks number 10 on the Open Doors World Watch L.ist. Â This country has been described as the North Korea o
f Africa. Â Approximately 1000 of our brothers and sisters are imprisoned in horrific conditions in Eritrea. Â Some have b
een in prison for as long as 10 years. Some have been martyred for their faith in Jesus.

The government of Eritrea is influenced by Marxism. The president of Eritrea, Aisias Afwerkk, studied Marxism in China. 
Â Consequently this country sees the followers of Jesus as a threat to state control of people. Â In other words as in mo
st countries that are influenced by Marxism, the state is god.

Below is a radio interview ny Tom Nettleton from Voice of the Martyrs. Â He interviews Dr. Berhane from Eritrea. Dr. Ber
hane suffered for his faith in Christ by being imprisoned for 11 months. Â The interview is very insightful about how our b
rothers and sister endure prison for the sake of Christ. The interview also provides Insight or how our brothers and sister
s are enduring persecution in the church in Eritrea.

One thing this brother tells us. There are more Believers in Eritrea today than they were in 1993 when the government st
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arted closing down churches. Again this tells us that in the midst of persecution the followers of Jesus do grow. Truly the
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.

http://www.stitcher.com/podcast/the-voice-of-the-martyrs/vom-radio/e/eritrea-how-do-we-understand-the-cross-4391677
8

Please do pray for our brothers and sisters in Eritrea. Â Please do pray for brothers and sisters in the shadow of the cros
s.

For Him who was slain.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Sat. PM,   2/25/17, on: 2017/2/25 18:29
.
This is a story of a dear sister who was imprisoned in Eritrea for her faith in Christ a few years ago. Her name is Helen B
erhane. Â She is not related to Dr. Berhane whom I posted about this morning.

Helen describes how prayer sustained her in prison. She describes how she and other believers prayed and made an im
pact on the non-believers around them.

https://youtu.be/uJcG1vEDbJs

Please do remember our brothers and sisters in Eritrea in your prayers. Â For they are truly in the shadow of the cross.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Sun. AM,   2/26/17 , on: 2017/2/26 7:46
.
...Remember my imprisonment...

Three simple words out of Colossians 4:18 from our brother Paul,

... Remember my imprisonmen...

These would be three simple words from our brothers and sisters in the shadow of the cross,

... Remember my imprisonment...

Their heartfelt plea would also be,

... Please pray for me. Please do not forget about me...

And how do the persecuted ask us to pray for them.

...Please pray for my freedom, Please pray that I can come to America? Please pray that I can escape the persecutions
? Please pray that I can have a comfortable life?...

Dear saints you may be surprised to know that our persecuted brethren have far different prayer requests then what we i
n the west would imagine. Â 

Their prayer request would go something like this.,

... Please pray that I will be faithful to the Lord Jesus in the midst of my trials...
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... Please pray that I will not deny my Lord Jesus in the midst of my trials...

... Please pray that I will be be able to endure the sufferings of the cross...

... Please pray that I will love and forgive my persecutors...

...Please pray that my persecutors will come to the Lord Jesus Christ...

... Pllease pray that my nation will know the light of Jesus Christ shining in the darkness...

Â  Â Please pray that I will stand firm and renain in my nation to be a light for the Lord Jesus Christ...

...Please pray that I will keep my eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ and have his eternal perspective...

...And so on...

My brothers and sisters as you can see the persecuted church has more of a kingdom orientation in their prayer request
s. Â They are not looking to sail to heaven on flowery beds of ease. Â But rather are looking to carry their cross through t
he bloody stormy seas.

Let us to remember the prisoners as thoigh in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourself also are
in the body...Hebrews 13:3.

Please do keep those in the shadow of the cross in your thoughts and prayers this day. Remember our brothers and sist
ers are not wanting to come to the safety and security of America. But are wanting to stand firm in the fires of affliction. T
hey are wanting to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of their persecutions.

For Him who was slain.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Monday AM,   2/27/17, on: 2017/2/27 8:26
.
Hebrews 10:24-25

...Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how t
o stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near....

When I began my walk with Christ the above verses would be used to compel us to go to church. Â Perhaps a better phr
asing of the above verses would be, "Thou shalt o go to church on Sunday".Â 

And of course to us newbes in Jesus the church was that building down the street with the steeple and the cross on top.

Of course at the time I did not realize that I was looking at the verses of Hebrews 10:24- 25 in the context of a Western 
Christian. Â I was reading into the text the Western mindset of a church being the building with the steeple and a cross o
n top. And the pastor at the front preaching and teaching the Bible.

But as I posted earlier in this thread the New Testament is best understood through the eyes of persecuted believers. Ini
tially the New Testament letters and the gospels were written in a context of persecution. So to best understand the New
Testament letters one has to realize that the readers of these letters were in the context of persecution. Â And also to ad
d that the writers of these letters, many of them being Paul himself, were in the context of persecution themselves. That i
s why I say the New Testament is a book written by the persecuted to the persecuted.

This is certainly true of the book of Hebrews in which the above verses are taken out of. The recipients of the book of He
brews were believers who came out of Judaism.They were under persecution. Â These believers were in danger of drifti
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ng back into Judaism to escape the harsh realities of persecution. The writer is encouraging them to stay true to Jesus w
ith all of their heart.

Thus when the writer is encouraging them to not forsake the assembling of themselves together but to encourage one a
nother. Â To meet together and stimulate one another to love and good deeds period he is not telling them to go to chur
ch on Sunday.  But in the context of persecution to meet together when they possibly can. Probably in secret. To come t
ogether and encourage one another the run the race in the shadow of the cross. The book of Hebrews conveys this mes
sage.

In Hebrews 3:13 we read,

...But enciurage Â one another, day after day, as long as it is called Â "Today," Â so that none of you will be hardened b
y the deceitfulness of sin...

So on a daily basis these believers were to get together and encourage one another in their journey with Jesus. Â But in 
the context of persecution how do you do this? Â Large groups of people can attract the Â atrention of religious or the po
litical authorities that persecute the followers of Jesus.

In Matthew 18:20 Jesus gives us the model of the church in the context of persecution,

...For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst...

The church in the midst of persecution will be small. It will be hidden. It will be in the context of a small underground gath
ering of believers.

The first century Church and in the centuries that followed met this way when persecution was evident. Â Today in place
s like Eritrea and North Korea and Somalia the church meets in small groups. They meet in venues that will not attract th
e persecuting authorities.

Aas David Platt says in his book Radical, Jesus was a mini vhurch leader. Â I am sure this would disappoint many of our
mega-church pastors today. But the concept of a mega church in the midst of persecution is dangerous.

Let us remember our persevuted brothers and sisters who meet in small groups in the shadow of the cross. Â Let us kee
p them in our prayers.

For Him who was slain.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Tues. AM,   2/28/17, on: 2017/2/28 8:53
.
Matthew 18:20Â 

... for where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst...

A brother once commented to me that our theology is best forged in the fires of persecution. Understanding the New Tes
tament was written against the backdrop of persecution. Then we can understand what church looks like to our brothers 
and sisters under the shadow of the cross.

From the first century onword the believing remnant church under persecution has met in small groups. Jesus knew that 
His little flock would be persecuted. This is why He gave us the vision of 2 or 3 saints gathering together around His nam
e. And His presence would be in their midst.

This paradigm flies squarely in the face of our American megachurch mentality. We think that bigger is better. But in per
secuted nations smaller is far better. Because believers must meet in secret. Sometimes by 2 or 3 coming together.. Lar
ger groups would invite the persecuting authorities to come in and imprison can torture these dear saints.Â 
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Smaller groups are simple in their structure. Often their time is spent reading the word and praying. I have already share
d in an earlier post what their prayer requests would Â look like. Often they are praying that they would remain faithful in 
the midst of their persecutions. Their meetings would be the encouragement to stand firm in Jesus.

Persecuted believers in places like N. Korea cannot sing the hymns loudly. Nor can they pray out loud. To do so would i
nvite the attention of the persecuting authorities. Â 

In the prisons and even in the death camps when believers are imprisoned. They find one another and church is started.
Â Again a simple meeting of saints that gather together to pray and encourage one another in the word.

I have seen pictures and videos, either actual or dramatized, of two or three saints hidden under a blanket or in a cave. 
Â they would be hunkered down over a Bible under a Â penlight reading and praying. Â This is church in the simplicity a
nd purity of devotion to Jesus

The above is a little bit of what church looks like in nations hostile to the Lord Jesus Christ. Â We would call this secret c
hurch. We would call this the underground church. Or we would call this the persecuted church. Or we would call this the
church in the shadow of the cross. Â By whatever name this goes by. This is a context in which brothers and sisters und
er persecution meet in.

Denominations are strangely absent in places like North Korea or Somalia. There are no persecuted Baptists. There are 
no persecuted Calvinists. There are no persecuted charismatics. Â There are no persecuted denominations. There are o
nly persecuted believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Â Thus the question of a denominational home is irrelevant in the sha
dow of the cross.

Nik Ripken has rightly observed that there is not the church. There is not the persecuted church. But there is just simply 
the church.

I would agree with this. But I would take it one step further. There is the church that is under persecution. There is the ch
urch that is in the shadow of the cross.

Please remember our pereecuted brothers and sisters as they gather together in secret and seek encouragement from J
esus and from one another. Â Please do keep them in your prayers.

For Him who was slain.

Bro BlaineÂ 

Re: Wed,   3/1/17, on: 2017/3/1 8:13
John 14:6

Jesus said to him, " I am the way, and the truth, and the life, no one comes to the father but through Me."

Acts 4:17-20

"But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak no longer to any man in this name
." Â And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But 
Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God
, you be the judge, for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."

Acts 4:27-29

When they had brought them, they stood them before the council. The high priests questioned them, saying, "We gave y
ou strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to
bring this man's blood upon us." Â But Peter and the apostles answered, Â "We must obey God rather than men...
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To say that Jesus Chriat is the only way of salvation in Islamic lands can certainly invite persecution and even martyrdo
m. Â In places like North Korea to quote the Bible can certainly land one in a death camp. Â To declare allegiance to Jes
us Christ in a nation like Eritrea may very well put one in a shipping container.

But what happens when one preaches the Bible in a suppose a democratic nation like Great Britain. Â What happens w
hen one reaches the Bible can a Public Square in the nation of England. The link to the article below gives you the answ
er.

http://christianconcern.com/our-concerns/freedom-of-speech/street-preachers-convicted-for-quoting-bible-in-modern-day
-heresy-tri?utm_content=buffer23335&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer

Remember this is Great Britain. A supposedly democratic nation with Christian values. Â This is not Pakistan. And reme
mber America derived its values from Britain.

Dear saints you still think it can't happen here. Â You still think that we are going to be immune from persecution. Take a
look across the ocean and see what is happening in Great Britain and prepare to be in the shadow of the cross.

Bro Blaine
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